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Dl QunrCEY’S Ck)TTAOB AT LABSWAin. 


GENERA.L PREFACE BY THE EDITOR 


It was in tliat Do Quincey, who was then sixtj-seyen 
years of age, and had been resident in or near Edinburgh 
through the preceding five-and-tweniy years, b(^an the pre- 
paration of a collective edition of his writings^ to be published 
by the of Mr, James Hoy . The scheme of 

such a collective edition Wd brah imticipati^ by the American 
publishing firm of Measis. Tichnor an d, Fid^ of Boston. A 
Tolmna or two of their American editionTaSfiSr^y appeared 
when De Quincey undertook the British edition. 

The undertaking was a serious one for a man of De 
Quhioey’s age anj^ habitsr The very peculiaTity of lus liteiaiy 
Ufe^ it has to be remembered, distinguishing him from most 
,ef his literaiy cantempomries of any comparable importance, 
was that his writing had been, with hardly an exception, in 
tha one ibrci of fugitive contributionB to magazines and otlner 
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HuCSSnSte p u Wifei ad .in JUoaiiwi I )! ^<« |B> .<» 

18S%-«(N» bftTing b«eome Auttoti* in iihair «(%i^ iMpgudM . 
ItiDB 'in th« pmwos fttt, vaA Uie MKiffl book. had faiw Ava 
tittaanj^ted; bu litfla wmaop aaOad ZloitoMb^ ar J||, 
^ pafalidied bY Hidf in 18S8 bgr Wamet. 
’SBrnSnoA of Edinbnigh ; and tk? aame j^nlduhnii bad 
ianted Jn 1644 bis T<diune entitled Xog fe foWCfcal Jfsa aaiaiHi 
intii tihese exceptknu, however, the mat ana ibe JaKJBoie 
apparent than it was as a writer of artiela^ and not. of 
be^ that De Qoineey bad made bis maik in the bt^aie 
of Ida genatation. That* under tush a disadvaBt^P riF 
as it'might genemlly be oonsidetad, bebad-na^ao 
rattf strong a mark, and bad bee n t ec o g ni ««xi 
djiiitiiLJM iad.t»^)itaH y.ia EngUA dberig^jSSi^^lttaip of a 
bii^ and m e..oriiCT, is a ^enomeium of a ri^itt naeammoB 
aeitln SigliA iiteraty historj, eiamplea of Uta 

like may be found among the Freheh. 'While it is to be 
acoounted for in the main by the intrinsic .excelleoce, flia 
peculiarly original quality, of those aiitaclea which De<}niBas(y 
aoatlexed about so profusely in so many direetkiBi^ 
ia due to the fact that they haa not to oonteod i|ri& rip 
particular additional disadvantage ordinary ia such eatea, of 
bring altogether anonymous. Ifimy of them bore DeQidneay^ 
name, or ita equivalent, " The Englirii Opium-Eater ** ; and* 
even wh<n this was omitted, tha patemily^ a peper of hit 
wae addom in doubt. Not ^ lesi^ when, in De QpiiiModi 
latest yesis^ the oertificata that he had taken nnk-ri* an 
Bnt^drii elaario came in ao nnmiatakable a fisrm aa h •^irmnil 
on both sides oi the AUantio for a eoUective edUlqji: of ila 


wriringe, was the mere eearrii for the dhpetaed writHgi^ riw 
aaete getting of than together, a prelindnaxy difSeul^. - fflk$ 
ABMbf waa, actually greater in De ^uincey's" own j8aee» 
whan be'undertocik the crilective Sdinbnxi^ action, 1hw.|t 
waa in ^ eaae of the Tkunsatlaniu pabbthar, 'Wr. Tiikh. 
aehn had undertaken the eQUeetivurijat^a|a, adirispk- - Bad 
Oa^inaey been aa most other mortalB o^he mri|$[|g.|i^>4 
ag^hb WMld have had oopise of aU fais nrtiirbiit tjhig Twijda.' 
1rii^J^QMid|h,ovder]Y voluiaea, or allaaat.ried typiaboai^ 
and sm tb«« jpiewrved wlttmee or bnsdka ha w«fi^ iMja' 
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€ENSIb&& FBanOff'BqtTHS 'flDirm 

' But tii«|fkBOV little! V l)e Qdneey 
-etii ednnxist 'lili»''wit^ §taf inteh'iiniigtiiifioa of oidedi* 
li^ trit'VM vm of red-tape for the custodf of eteii Me WMt 
meioia poaeeBsiauf^ De <i'aioeey, the feAleet itkA meet 
- ffifcfpte of little sexdgBiitiiAii -gentlenieti at the time v/bm-iA 
otUed tt^ to piepare the colleetiTe Bdinlno^ nttet hf 
hie Qhmo^, all his life tlie most incMdiIdjr 

eeeentrie Isealcillable of human beingfl, — ^De Qnin^^ the 

aliiito in tnany pievious years from lodging to lodgings the 
, bUfMMr eiren, hi hiding-holes, eaeli new lodging or hidiag* 
hfide f^ogged in ito tom with a chaos of boolm and papen» 
amid' which the littlo man sat and worked, ruefully xecoueot- 
ing all the while that he had left unknown depAito of boehe 
and papen^ in tea-chests and ^ band-boxes^ in some of those 
pretiohs lo^ngs and hiding-holes the landladies /ai which 
he dared not go near and dreaded visits from, — could any 
one think it possible that, even in that convenient cottage- 
retreat of hh^ near £dinbuT|^, which had of late bm 
the fixed home of hSraself and his &ini1y, De Quincey 
sbouM contrive to prclcure the complete collection of his 
magaaine mtiolea for which Ur. Hogg.was waiting t True^ 
Itf his memory was tenacious, he might have written out a 
Hst of the attidles in the chronological order of their appear- 
ance, or in any other order, with references to the periodicals 
in which they appeared, and so have deputed to Mr. Hogg 
the hnnt fbr the^ neoessaiy volumes and bade numbers of 
ttisgemi^, 'etc^ at book sales or in libmriea It was in this 
way, Fields was proceeding with the Amermn 

Boston. '"He was picking out gradually, from the 
bid volnmes of British magarines and ^er periodicals to 
wUoh De Quincey had contributed, those papers which bore 
J!^.Qafiice/s name^ or those which, &om internal evidence^ 
'WMkont that authentication, he could judge to be X>s 
,4ndteteyb^*--«-appe^ to De Quinoey hims^ by letter an 
dtsfioda method' in resOTe for doubtful cases. What nrfes 
Urb eoii|naiirt3V^ easyln Boston was not so easy, howevsr, 
kilMUnhS^ wSsre it was not Mr. Hogg only that had to 
'tonMaaded, but De Quincey himself also. A mere reprint 
Wfoles as th^y stood in the old pages and eolunusM bf 
41^ delgiilal publication, juCt ss these could be piociBud, v. 
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bave sufficed' for llTr. Hq^ but ^14 euffice' &« 

De Quincey. To tbe of meze eoUectioft Usd to'.Ve 

addod, for bis eati8factio!i4 tbe ta^ of suitable 
Wfs tlie anan^cioent to be cbronologiGal)--'4AclL pa^f wbel^ 
ever its kind, to be |daced by tbcedate of its ori^xial Vpp^ 
ance ; or would be better to attempt some c]mificati04 of 
tbe papers according to their subjects and kinds f On either 
plan there were special difficulties ; but it was protly obviolos 
that De Quincey would have to adopt the more difficult of 
Lbe two. The merely chronological plan, — wffich was the 
plan adc^ted by Carlyle for the edition of his Miscdlaneous 
Essays, -^-would not suit for an array of material so extenfive 
and of such varied character os De Quincey had to zuanl-* 
pulate. But, that question supposed to be settled^ and the 
material supposed to have been all brought together, there 
was the prospect of further laboqr in levinon of the 
arti<deB individually^ Some of the artielefl^ having been 
hurriedly written, or hurriedly wound up on pressure from 
the printers, actually requir^ revi^on-; and, even whm 
thei^ was no such necessity, it was not in De QuittC<^*B 
nature to let any old paper of his go forth without zevirion, 
and even fastidious revision. He wjDuld retrendi her^ and 
amplify there ; he would insert notes and a&erfhoughU; he 
would retouch tlie phraseology throughout. So oeri^ was 
this firom knowledge of his literary habits, that Hr. Hogg 
moat have foreseen continual chances of delay and didooaldon, 
if not of total break-down, from this wise ahme. Finally, 
had not De Quincey papers beside him, flmdied or unfinished 
that had nob yet b^ pnbliahed anywhere ; and, as the isiae 
of the successive volumes of the collective edition was sure to 
extend over several years, was lie not likely, in the oourse,' of 
ihpse years, to fumiA a good deal of new qwtter that would 
ham^to be incorpoiated ? For this contizgency also,ioam« 
pKcidiig ril the there had to be provision. ’ 

The preBmipaiy difficulty of mez^y getting frgaltbedr 
nudler on which De Quinoey was to^cperate^ though it wo^"' 
have absolutely insuperable for De Quidcey himscif, 
wbuH Save been nothing very formidable wxdi Hr. jBq^e 
juailirt^^ An tbat ;wa8 necessary was to .procure^ and 

ait ba Quinccg^s fipet, a comj^te set of the vdunm 
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of fenodicalji aad other misoellai^ in whlhh, daring the 
fliMy-one or flMreabouts, his availehk 

feto iW' number ol* about a hundred and fifty in all, 
STOMSsetyrlj appeared. Ths London Maffosmu^ from 
toHie end of 1824 ; Bhdstmis Edinburgh Magaxmti^ 
£pojpa'"'1826 to 1849; 7bft*s Edinhuryh Ma^udri^ from 
1634 to 1831 : to these, as the principal repositories 
of..&e articles required, let there have been added the 
volumes for the letters Q, P, and S iu the seventh edition 
of the EneyebpadicL Britannica, published betu'een 1827 and 
1848, together with the North British Bsview for the sing^ 
year 7848, and perhaps a stray volume or two of such long- 
defunct periodicals as Kntgkt*a Quarterly Magazine (London, 
18S8*4) and The Edinhuryh Literary GatseUe (an abortive 
Bdinburgh weekly of 1829-1830) ; and the collection would 
have been perfect No, not quite, unless De Quincey had 
kept beside him copies of the numbers of that other Edin- 
burgh periodical for whicli he had been writing most 
recently of all, and foi^which he was still writing when the 
of the collective ^ition began to occupy hia thoughts. 

I was Hog^e InslruetotSs a cheap weekly, which had Wn 
in 1843 by the Mr. James Hogg who was now 
0muiected with De Quincey as the intending publisher of 
the collective edition. , The connexion had, in fact, grown 
out of an offer of De Quincey to contribute to Mr. Hogg’s 
weddy. His first^orticle there had appeared in 1850 ; and 
in one of the numj^rs for 1851, the most oonspicuous decora- 
tion of which waa an engraved portrait of De Quincey, there 
was printed) in addition to a whimsical letter of De Quincey^i 
in criticiem of the portrait, the first of a series of artides 
from hia pen under the title of A Sketch from Childhood.^ 

. seite of new autobiographic articles, a supplement to 
' the bi^' quantum of autobiographic revelation that De 
Qtilnoey had already given to the world, was still mnning in 
^.pigae of Bbgg*s Instructor at intervals through 1852, at 
tjhik ‘iwiy time when De Quincey was condocting the fiat 
of the fixrthcomnig collective edition. 

' 1 caimilt doubt that it was thit fact of the ooneuiTence of 
ti&e Hiw s^es of autobiographic artides with De Quinoeyji 
ri^^Wfee'runid^atton^ for the forthcoming collective edition^ 
^T0I..1F * * ' 



•Or '' immuji moNmn 

klkt -Wiitiagi -iktit ;4MHMiied liha-i|CM»peil|iMl', o(-.11^ AMt 
^ fihuft tfittoiiki ' Juk ]i6 Wflsu wontaii^Y^ 
^'iwiMriAipifliy •a^r 

lailf.irith tii« Miite fortioofi of kb antcMnispwidiji^'Wkjr aot 
«tut ^ orileotim edii^ nitk wa AitteU«0»(kk 'volaaM't 
In Mcwt^of fiw v «7 4HidM trliidik^liad.«titte&, 

or una mitjn^ tat Stg^t hutnutor wmU> Mrre tat tko 
bopsiMAg ai ^ iraiamB ; after whiok he eonld zwrbe iMd 
wi^in the necenaiy additional material ficogtliiA and JSfaeh- 
vmA Thia, accordingly, ie wliat be did ; atri^ fartanatelgr, 
while he woe engaged in the prooeai^ there Came a relief mr 
hiaa» and for Hogg^ from all farther troahle in the men 
bneineaa of getting together the material for the eoUectiTe 
edbaon aa a whole. 3Cr, Fielda of Boaton, proiwadiBg 
gnietly- with the American editaen on the mere pHnri^ 
d nprinti^ De Qaineeyb from Am variona 

periodicals in which they had miginally appeared, had hy 
thia time got ready twelve voluii^ of m npriiA ; aa 
armngetuent hod handsomely been made by ICeaera. Tbknor 
md Fielde with De Qaincey, by Irhich, in return for hb 
eadiorising the American edition, ^e was to have« dian of 
the porodto ; and, though Da QuinCey waa to pcooeed with -the 
Bdinhui;^ editioa i^pendenAy, <m hia own difforent 
priariple of xecaat, reviaiein, and yeoirangemant) hia lahonr 
waa to be faoQitated thmceforth hy lus having >^.Tblnknes 
of Aw American edition, puUiahed or yet to he paUbhad, 
for hia haaia. Such waa the poution of adSiiis when, in 

3 did aj^eer the Fint Volume of.Aie Sdinburcdi CoBeetiva 
dition. The general titie under which the edition Was 
announced Was SaucorKwa, Qaavn asd CU^ Mcar 
yf.VBtfaaa, rxmassm> ans pstublohe])^ ov TBUtua^ 
MvMnn Ann Anurrou) sr Bunaui; andrlha 
titia of Am drat v<dnms wu.Awfo&fograpMc Shuitg, • 

. TM ^oeeontion of the edHoriel Mbonr tO'iriti^- On 
Qanwry had thua committed himself in . ISftg waa all' but 
‘ jS$Soi» oceupation thenceforward. , He ^ indeed 
tfggntrfonte oocaa ion al newartiolee to JZtfgh Itahmehr/ both 
'igtmit ntained that name and alao after ithad been tbuM*' 
mMteddafo Ah Bdintetgh monthly undn the unnnaitdABbM 
liifnil of TpNk How and Awa^ abo^. Mi; fi<gg;dn«M 



«dlit|(m lH^;|t«iir and isLCimi- 
|HN||eetej«M^ Se Quia^ wooSd gnmiy w&oiUMse^ 
MA'of m&beteg UisUny^ ‘Ibglwid in twdTO vohiaiak 
^ hfimW} tlie buoneds of mining and maatiiig 

•pnttda aftan pinrtion of the material i^sovided in the 
Afnaarwaw edition did ^ %a with safficient zegularitjv 
tiia dutaet-nt lea»t| for Mr. Hog^a ptupoae. To Volume I, 
inued, aa haa been aaid, in 1863, ancceededi in the 
tet hidf of 1864, Volumea II and III, the three volionea 
together launehing the edition Bncceaafullj, and making a 
▼617 feir beginning. 

' It maj well that the reader ahonld understand a little 
liisae ^particularly, at this point, the circumstanoea of Da 
.Qnittoay during ^ogreu of hia undertaking. The timei 
adhaa been aaid, was from 1852 onwards ; and the place, aa 
has also ^en axidained in a general way, was mainiy Edin- 
buTgk In this matter of place, however, it is deairaUe 
now tihat the reader’s oon^ption Aould be more precise. 

Seven miles ont'td Edinburgh, g little beyond the village 
of LjMMwade, on the d^e of a country bye-ri)ad whi^ 
. deaec^ steely to the pwturesque banln; of the well^wooded 
Edc river, near Pditon ZdOUrf stands a cottage fomerly 
known as Mavia Bush Cbttage, bat now aggrandised in 
gptide^boeka faito De Quincev^ttage, or even De Quinoqr 
ViUa, in rsecdlectkm of the net that Be Quinoey was for a 
good while its tenant It ia an ^egant enough little rustic 
cottage^ of eig^t rooms, with something of a garden at the 
badL and pretty emroundings. It had been taken by Be 
QVUieeyin 1640, tiuee yearn after he had become a widower, 
a* a MtUattoa fbr hu aix anmring drildfen, and for hfmaalf 
arihaa ha ooold ha widx them. For tiw auhae^tent aua 
yaoa oe.ao lUt had been poaaihle only now and then, — 4lia 
hmd axigaadea of hia Uteiaty mode cf fivdihood reqabiai^ 
nf tmaialTiE to require^ detention in Edinhnrgh itad^ where 
Ilia ooald have aoeen to hooha, witii the chenge of aa 
awMltianal vurit to Qlaagow, where he eonld hare the aama 
e i i l i i ie afa i Hfa . Laitferlgri however, he had been drawn back 
to tita 'laaewada ootta^ moe beqaently, and for longer 
paiMaof itay pand abtee 1849, — wbi^ time Ids thma 
aatii' had gone oat iiito the world In different oeeu pa tis w 
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(the eldest of vhom hod died in China), so that there had 
been left in the cottage his three daughters only, — lus 
fatherly presence in the cottage, in the society of these 
danghters, and under their aSsetionate domestic charge, had 
been habitual and all but constant. In fact, from that year 
onwards it was ^only at the La&wade cott^c, seven miles 
out of Edinburgh, that Mr. De Quincey was* understood to 
be at home for visitors that brought int^uciions to hiim^ or 
had formal business with him ; and here it was that, in 
1802, he did receive some distinguished visit^^rs who have 
left printed remimsceiices of him, — eg. the Rev. Francis 
Jacoz, Miss Harriet Martineau, and his American publisher 
and ^itor, Mr. Fields. Here it was, accordingly, in the 
same year, and while he was receiving some of these distin- 
guish^ guests, that there had come upon him Mr. Hogg's 
project of a Collective Edinburgh Edition of his writings, to 
lie independent of the American Edition ; and here it. was 
that he managed, as we liave seen,^ send to the press the 
first three volumes of the work,-*-vkl, 1 in 1853, and Yola 

11 and HI in 1854 Precisely/ at this point, however, 

there was an important change in De Quincey's domiculiaiy 
arrangements. The distance of tfie Lwwade cottage from 
Edinburgh, short though it was, had been found inconvenient 
for the passage of manuscripts and proofs between him 
and the printing-office ; and this, — concurring with a break 
in the little Lasswade household itself^ which had been 
caused at any rate by the recent marriage of his eldest 
daughter, her departure with her husband to Ireland, and a 
consequent invitation to her two sisters to visit lier there, — 
hod determined De Quincey on one more experiment of life 
by himself in Edinburgh lodgings. Now, it so happened 
that, of all his many previous experiments of this kind, none 
liad left such satisfactory recollections as that which he had 
tried for a whilv, between 1838 and 1840, in certain 
lodgings kept by a widowed Mrs. Wilson and her sister Mias 
Stark. They* were in a half-fiat of apartments on the 
second Boor of No. 42 Lothian Street, a house of six such 
half-flats in all, accessible by a common stair on one of the 
sides of a somewhat dingy thoroughfare of oldish shops and 
dwelling-houses, in the Old Town, near the University 
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Mxft. Wilson and Miss Stark were two most respectable 
and conscientious persons, of superior tastes and abilities, 
who had come to have some knowledge of the charartor and 
pnrsnita of their extraordinary little gentleman-lodger during 
his former stay with tlien^ remembered him with respect, 
and had, in fact^ been carefully keeping foF him, in case he 
should turn up again, some small chattels of his, in the 
shape of wearing apparel, which he had left waifs in their 
rooms. And now, some day in May or June 18ri4, he did 
turn up again, with the result that they were to have the 
main ^argeof him for all the rest of his days, and that those 
rooms* in one of the half-flats on the third floor of No. 42 
Lothian Street, were to be his permanent abode and workshop 
thenceforward, whether for the future volumes of the Oollective 
Edition or for any other literary labour. A tablet has been 
recently affixed to the wall of the house, marking the win- 
dows of the apartments which Dc Quincey occupied, and 
signifying to passers-by Ihui. Ibis is tbe one bouse in all 
Edinburgh most interesi^^ now from its associations with 

De Quincey. Not thiythe cottage at.Lasswodc was quite 

forsaken. No sooner vpre liis two unmarried daughters 
bock from their Ir!%h ^ often 

as 'possible from his Lothian Street workshop to the Lnss- 
wade home ; and even after 1855, when the elder of them 
went out to India to become tbe wife of Major Baird Smitli, 
of the Bengal Engineers (afterwards the Colonel Baird Smith 
so famous for his exertions in the Indian Mutiny), Ins foot- 
steps would still be to Losswade os often os tbe one remaining 
daughter chanced to be there, and not, as was natiimlfy 
most frequent thenceforth, wdth her eldest married sister in 
Ireland. So long, indeed, as the tie to Lasswade lasted, the 
continued relations of Dc Quincey to tliat vilLige may be 
described by saying that it was always at the Tjasswade 
cottage that he was to be found when he was not in No. 42 
Lothian Street, and always in No. 42 Lothjjm Street when 
he was not at the LassWade cottage. The walk of seven 
miles between the two places was, so long as there was 
occasion, his most customary exercise. 

To condense the story of De Quinccy’s editorial labours 
front 1854 onwards, it may be mentioned that a fourth 
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Tolunte of the^Collectaye Edition appeared in that year, bat 
that then there was a break, — Yol. Y not appearing till 1856, 
to be followed in 1867 by Yols. YI and YII ; after which 
tiie rate of issue became more rapid, the rest coming out^ as 
it were, in a subsequent crush. « E^h yolume in its turn, 
one can see, was h work of weary groaning for De Quinoey, 
and of struggle between him and the printers. What 
with his constant ill health and now increasing feoblenbss, 
what with his extreme fastidiousness in workmanship, 
what with tlie retarding effects of occasional excesses still in 
his habitual indulgence Jn opium, — effects not manifesting 
themselyes now, howeycr, in any such agonies and horrora 
of opium-nightmare as those ' that had prostrated him in 
certain years of his preyious life, but only in a kind of gentle 
and dreamy somnolonco, — his progress could not but be 
mtenuitieiit. Add that, by the gradual breaking up of the 
Larawa<le household, the old man had been left much more 
than in recent years to that "mcurahle habit of shy 
solitariness which had been hift^ife - long characteristic, 
mid the conception of which tv its extreme extent 'is 
almost a definition of Dc Qiiinc^. Totally free though 
he now was from those pecunioryTOTes which had hara<«|Bd 
the latter part of his life at Ime Lakes, his snbBeqfient 
experiment of life in London, arid that long portion of his 
Edinburgh life which he had now left behind him, and the 
story of which, with all its shifts and miseries, can neyer be 
authentically told in this world, he was yet the same creatore 
of dark comers, evasive of the-element around him, that he 
had always been. After nearly thirty years of residence in 
Edinburgh, he still moved about in town, with furtive 
footsteps, no less the little English alien than he had been 
when he first came into it by adventure. To the few who had 
attained to something like intimacy with him, and to whom, 
in their inexpressible admiration of his abilities and tbeir 
love of bis gentle ways, **an evening with De Quinoey'^ was 
the highest of possible pleasures, Ihe pleasure was possible 
only by daborate stratagem. The perfection of ornate 
poUtenen and courier, as well as of sage ddightfulneas in 
talk, when any of them did contrive to hire him into 
conipan 3 % or took him unawares by a morning call, he 
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proferied being sbtit up by himeelf ell day and every day in 
hia own crib in Lo&ian Street, with the variation only of an 
afternoon ramble, or a late nocturnal ramble, still all by 
himself, through certain purlieus and suburbs. The greatest 
break in this monotony his habits, after the blank that 
had been left for him in t^ old home at^Lasswade, was in 
the year 185f. In the autumn of that year, his youngest 
son having come home on a short furlough from his regiment 
in India, he allowed himself, though then seventy-two years 
of age, to hh taken, in the company of this son and of his 
youngest daughter, on a journey to Ireland, for the pleasure 
of visiting his eldest married daughter, and seeing his 
infant grandchildren in their Irish Burroundiugs. Bock in 
Edinbuigh, with a treasure of affectionate recollections from 
this visit, he resumed his usual habits, and persevered in his 
editorial labour for two years more. Tlien came the end. 
The thirteenth volume of the Collective Edinburgh Edition 
of his writings had be'*> published when, towards the close of 
1859, it became evidentAhat he was done with that under- 
taking and with all his/her worldly concenis. On Thurs- 
day the 8th of DecembcT 1859, in tlio presence of two of 
his daughters, — the only '.wo of his children within reach of 
a summons, — ^lie died ^cefully in his Lothian Street 
lodging, aged seventy-four years and four months; and a few 
days afterwards he was buried in that grave of his, in a quiet 
nook in St Ciithbert's churdiyard, at the west end of Princes 
Street, under the Castle Bock, which is now visited some- 
times by residents in Edinburgh or by tourists, and over 
which there is a humble monument to his memory, in 
1860 there was the poBthiimons publication of a fourteenth 
volume of his collective writings, composed from his latest 
preparations. 

The American collective edition of Messrs. Ticknor and 
Sdds, begun in 1851, hod meanwhile reached its twenty- 
second and concluding volume, providing for, Transatlantic 
lesdflxs something like af complete De Quincey before there 
WB8 similar provision for British readers in Mr. Hogg’s 
eollective Edinburgh edition of 1863-1860 in fourteen 
volumes. Moreover, while the Edinburgh edition hod the 
distinct advantage of having been conducted by De Quincey * 
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and acr containing hia latest corrections and addaticA^ 
the Axnerican edition had the oountexhalanoing adyantage of 
containing reprints of articles of De Quincey that had not 
been included in the Edinbuiigh edition, probably because 
De Quincey bad not lived long enough to overt^e them. 
To a very conddarable extent, this defect was remedied, after 
the Edinburgh edition bad passed into the 'bands of its 
present proprietoTS', Ity the jmblication in 18G3 of a fifteenth 
volume, and then in 1871 uf a sixteenth, both consulting of 
important additional matter recovered from iho original 
repositories or from bis sarviving manuBcripts. Even the 
sixteen-volume edition which has thus been accessible to the 
British public since 1871 hardly fulfils, however, what may 
now be the general desire for a complete De Quincey. In 
the particular of completeness it does not quite match the 
American edition in the latest form which ^at edition has 
been able to assume by succcBsive improvements of itself, due 
mainly to judicious borrowings and incorporations from tlie 
British edition. By such sueCf*B^|^ improvements the 
original American edition of MessmlTicknor and Fields in 
two^nd-tweiity small volumes has ii^n superseded for some 
time by what is called the Riversidl Press Edition, cosaisting 
of twelve thick volumes, issued by Messrs. Houghton, MifBia, 
and Go., the successors of Mesm Tieknor and Fields in 
the Boston publishing buslnesa ^ . As it is time that De 
Quincey’s countrymen of the Bijtish Islands should be aUe 
to posBcsi^ if they choosey an edition .of De Quincey even 
more perfect in point of completeness than this American 
edition, and in other respects more eonvenient, the peesent 
edition has been devised and undertaken. 

The edition will include everything contained ia the 
fullest previous form of the British edition^ together 
with the extra matter reprinted in the latest fosBrn 
of the American edition, and some other aitudes hestditt, 
which have ne^ver been reprinted hitlierto. For everything 
that' the edition does contain, the sale of reproduction viU 
be that of adhesion to De Quincey’s own text in the latest 
form in which it left his hands. Even in the particulars of 
pointing and paragraphing this rule will be observed, except 
in cases where there is obvious error, or where some sljg^ 
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chttage of a merely typographical kind may conduce to clear- 
aesB. De Quincy had an art of hia own in tliese minute 
liartienlaTa 

It is in the matter of the arrangement and distribution of 
such a numerous and extremely miscellaneoun body of papers 
that editorial intervention has been most required. The 
merely chronological method of arrangement having been, as 
we* have already said, obviously unsuitable for such a misdel- 
lany, I)e Quincey, when commencing Lis collective edition of 
them, had sot out with some notion of distributing them into 
volumes according to some classification of them by tbeir 
kiuda The notion, however, was carried out in a woefully 
capricious and unsatisfactory manner. The exigencies of the 
printing press having driven him to all sorts of expedients 
for maintaining, after the issue of the first volume of his 
edition, a succession of further volumes, ea«di of the due size, 
he hod given up the attempt at continued classification as 
hopeless, and had thrown^ out volume after volcano, consisting 
of whatever papers he hm readiest at hand or could by any 
eifo4 pock together withwe least glaring effect of incongruity. 
Hence, when his own foin^n-voluine edition was completed, 
there was, as I have eisemere written, “the most provoking 
jumble in the contents Vf the fourteen volumes: mixed 
kinds of matter in the sau^ volume, and disporsion of the 
same kinds of matter over ^oluines wide apart, and yet all 
with a pretence of gronping|\iaid with factitions sub-titles in- 
vented for the separate voiuacnes on the spur of the moment.’’ 
Both in the American Riverside edition and in the sixteen- 
volume form of the Britidb edition there have been modifi- 
cations of tbe arrangement, — those in the Biverside edition 
asDounting to a professed re-classification throughout It 
seems proper, however, that the opportunity should now be 
taken for something still more thorough in the way of recti- 
fication of the serious inconvenience caused to readers of Do 
Qniacey’s writings, and the injury done to the writings them- 
selves, by the too easy readiness with which the author let 
them go forth in the mere chance^ order of his own temporary 
stmts with the printers. 

' The following is the general scheme of the present 
edition : — 
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Vols. 1, II, III. AVTOaiOOBAFRY AKD lilTOBABT BSWKUOBNCm 
■ indludiiw the Cokfbbstokb <up an EKauBii 

Op^nu-fiATfiH, in their leet and mudh enlarged 
form* 

„ IT, y. BioaitAPHiiM AKi> BionRApnio Skbtohbb. 

,, VI, VII. Hibtorioal Esaayb and RKssAROna. 

„ VlII. Spsoulative ani> Thxoloqioal EaaATB. 

„ IX. Essays zk Poiitioal Economy and Politics. 

S X, XI. Papers ot Literary Theory and Criticism. 

,, XII, Xlll. Tales, Bomanobs, and Prorb Phantasies, iii< 
eluding Sdmpiria dr Profundts. 

„ XIY. Miscellanea ; inih. Index to the Piholo Edition. 

If the reader irill turn to that portion of De Quinoej^s 
own General Preface, reprinted at pp. 8-15 of the present 
Yolume, where he propounds, though only in rough sketehi 
his view of the best theoretical classification of hie writings 
it will be found that the scheihe of rearraogement here 
proposed la substantially in agrceioent with that which De 
Quincey himself would have adopied had he been more at 
leisure. ‘ yj 

Another defect in De Qninccy’s o w collective edition of his 
a'ritings is the absence of informatnn as to the dates and 
places of the original appearancesynf the writingB individa- 
^1y. One likes to know when s^d where any article that 
one may be reading in reprint fijtk saw the light Even in 
a collective reprint of an anthers writings in the etriet 
chronological order of their orighud produotion, this naturml 
desire ought to be gratified ; and, accordingly, in the editions 
of Macaulay’s Miscellaneous Essays, and of Oarlyle’s, pardou- 
lors 'of date, place, etc., of original pnhlication are duly 
affixed. Not so with De Quince’s edition of his writiugs^ 
though attention to sucdi minutis was the more naoessaiy 
there because the chronolc^cal method of aTTangement had 
been wholly abandoned. You never know in that editloBi 
exeq^ by aecideiiit or by information obtained independently, 
whethtt what you are reading was an early or a late 'per^ 
fotmaiM of De Qninoey’s, whether ft was published first in 
Lmidon or in Edinburgh, or to what periodical in eidier town 
it was a contribution. The defect ie the moTB markahie 
bwnse th(^' hittorieal sense was strong in De Quineqr, and 
he had even a passion for chronologieal exactness. It b tbtte, 



GSNttAJLi PRIEFACB BIT THfi E1>1T0B zxiii 

at all erenfeSj that the defect should be remedied. To every 
vdame of present edition there will be j)reiixed an edi- 
torial notice explaining from what quarters Qiiincey drea 
the matter contained in that volume ; and to the beginning of 
every individual section of^a vdlume there will be subjoined 
an editorial footnote of more precise explanation of the same 
kind respecting that section, vrith indication of the amount 
of change to which the original matter was subjected by l)e 
Qnincey in the process of his final tcvieions. All De 
Quinoey’s own notes, so -far as not distinctly superseded by 
himself in the course of these rcvisionsi will be punctually 
preserved. Where an additional editorial footnote may seem 
indispensable or especially desirable, the appended initial hi 
will always distinguish it sufficiently from what is De 
Quinccy’s own. 

It is with peculiar pleasiue that the present Editor has 
undertaken the honourable task entrust^ to him by the 
publishers. De Quiaoey^w^tinga, compared among them- 
selves, are of very diffeMt degrees of value, ranging from 
the comparatively triviailbo the supremely excellent ; but^ if 
ever there was a case in which a collection of the whole of 
what an author has lefU the slighter and the greater to- 
gether, ought to be eonve^ently accessible on the shelves of 
libraries, distinction is surdy due to the remains of De 
Quincey. His fame, established in his lifetime, has been 
growing ever sinee, and is sw growing. He has, one may 
say, a constituency of special admirers over all the English- 
sp^ing world ; and, by very evident signs, the cir^ of 
iUs constituency is every year extending itselfi And why ? 
Because every year it is more and more widely recogni^ 
that this strange man, dead now so many years ago^ is one of 
the princes of English prose Uterature, and an almost unique 
personality in the whole history of. English literature 
whether in prose or in verse. Here, bom in Manchester in 
1766 , was one of those rare beings who, from some peculiarity 
of constitutional endowment, ore destined to be ^‘intellectucd 
creatures,” caring chiefly for intellectual pleasures and puz^ 
suits, and sore to drift therefore into the literary spedeB of 
industry. The mysteiy of bis mastery in that indnstiyi 
when he did drift into it, has still to be accounted for. Was 
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It that in hia btain from birth there utab more than naiial of 
that extra pinch of phoaphcKMia, or whatever dM in Imin- 
stmctare a crude pliyaiol^y seeks to diateni) which may be 
supposed to distingiiiah superb genhis from ordinary talent f 
Accept the crude pliyfliologicof fancy, and the strange thing 
is that the opiunto imbibed thron^i so many years had not 
quenched the phosphorus, or appreciably impaired its action. 
&tter, however, not attribute too much to chemicals^ real or 
imaginary, in studying the result It may be' impossible 
ever to desist altogellier the recollection of«l)e Quincey 
by his self-chosen name of *‘The English Opium-Eater” ; but 
more and more it will be well to try to remember him simply 
as Thomas De ‘Quincey, Or, if there must-be some accom- 
panying visual imagination of the figure, look, and dmnean- 
our of the man who bore this name, the means are not 
wanting. Sketches of De Quincey at varbus perioiU of his 
life are numerous enough $ but one would naturally prefer 
here the best and surest of him latest EdinbuTgh daya 
For that 1 have not to go far. 

' No man now living in the prcAt Edinburgh knew, De 
Quincey so intimately in the last wen years of his or 
saw so much of him, as Mr. J. B. Fmdlay ; and the following 
extract from Mr, Findlay's little volume 0^1886 entity 
Personal BeeoUecHons ef Thomas Di Quineet may be relied on 
as the most authentic and exact |ft;eteh of the Quincey of 
those years now procurable ^ &e was a very little man 
^ (abrjut 6 feet 3 or 4 inches) coontenance the most 
remarkable for its intellectuar attractiveness that 1 ha^^e 
** ever seen. ' Hia f eatutes, <Mngh not i^gular, were aristden- 
“ tically fins^ and an air of delicate breeding pervaded the Aee. 

His fordie^ was unusuae&y high, sqhare, and compact At 
“ first si^t his face appeared boyiAly fresh and smooth, 
” with a sort of hectic glow upon it that contrasted rematk- 
** ably vrith the evident appearances of age in the grixzled 
^ hair and dim-looking eyes. The flush or bloom on the 
" cheeks was, I have no doubt, an effcet of his constant use of 
opium ; and the apparent smoothness of the face dis- 
** appear^ upon examination. The best deamption of Ida 
pecufiar appearauoe in this respect is one given by Sir 
Walter Scott in reierence to Qraenil Platoif, whom Scott 
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at Paris, and from whoni, he tells us, he took his 
" portrait of Mr. Touchwood in, Bt, ■ Sonan*i fTeH * HU 
“ facef which at the. distance of a yard or two seemed hale 
^^aad smooth, appeued, when closely examined, to be 
<< seamed with a i^lioa of wrinkles crossing each other in 
“ every direction possible, but as fine as ,if drawn by the 
“ point of a very fine needle.’ Mr. De Quineey’s eyes were 
dark in colour (the Scotch word blue would best express 
‘‘ the shade)^ the iris huge, but with a strange flatness and 
dimness ^ aspect, which, however, did not indicate any 
deficiency of sight Sq far as I ever observed, he saw 
“ distant objects tolerably well, and almost to the very end 
of his life he could read the smallest print without spec- 
“ tades. . . . His dress was at all times peculiar. His 
dothes hod (jenerally a Ipok of extreme age, and also of 
“ having been made for a person somewhat li^r than him- 
self. 1 bdieve that the cause of this was that he bad 
become much thinner ig^hose later yeam^ whilst he wore, 
and did wear, I 8uppo|fl!ill the end of hU life, the dothes 
that had been made fflKim yearn before. I have some- 
“ times seen appearan elKaut him of a shirt and shirt-collar, 
** but usually there wer^no indications of these articles of 
dresa When I came to visit him in his lodgings, I saw 
him in all stages of costume ; sometimes he would come in 
to me from hU bedroom ’tp his pariour with shoes but no 
“ stockings, and^ Bomettn^\ with Stockings but no shoes. 

When in bed, where 1 fim s$w iim from time to time, 
^ he wore a large, jsek^— tsot exactly an under-jacket, 
but a jacket made in the form of a coat, of white 
; something like a cneketex's coat, in fact In the 
^'.street his appearance was equally singular. He walked 
^\wxth considei^le rapidity (he said walking was the only 
Athletic exercise in which he hod ever excelled), and with 
‘^^an odd one-sided, and yet straightforward motion, moving 
^ his legs only, and neither his arms, head, nor any other 
part of his Irady, — likp Wordsworth’s cloud, 

* ' Moving altogatbsr if he moved at all.' 

** HU. hat, which had the antediluvian aspect characteristic 
" of the rest of hU dothes, was generally stuck on the bade 
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of hiB boad ; a&d no one who ever mst ih$t aatiqRated 
“ fignre^ with that strangely drsemy and uttellectnal fiuse^ 
n^ing its way rapidly, and with an oddly defSoreatial air, 
** through any of the streets of Edinburgh, — a sight certainly 
by no means common, for he was very seldom to be seen 
in town, — coul^ ever foiget it^ 

If, even after this, the reader would still have some- 
thing more, let him take these lines from Thomson's Oantle 
of Indolence^ with the assurance that all who ever saw De 
Quincey in his old age recognise in them the mcpt startlingly 
accurate description of him, as if by some prophetic anticipa- 
tion, that* could possibly be given in succinet metre : — 

** He cami^ the bard, a little druid wight 
Of withered aspect ; but his eye was keen, 

With sweetness mixed. In russet brown be^Dgjbf, 
Aslshis.flister of thecop^giee&i * 

He crept along, unpromising of mien. 

Gross he who Judges so I l^sonl was fhir.'* 

If the name **bard'' may be eit^ied to a prose-writer of 
the bardic cla8% this descriptionUlso ia> exact in almost 
every point It is exact moreAspeoifdlj in its added 
picture of Hie particular bard view^as little druid 
wight” By the very ^limits of tecritosy yidiiun which 
De Quincey moved and had local haWtaHah during bis 
life, no less than by charactei^and pfaycdo^somy, he was of 
the antiqua gom Druid/m. {Through aljJ^K'eeventy*^^ 
years of his Hfs he was i(3ieemfl^ out of 

the British Islaada Twice he visited Itelaad; but tbe 
main topography of his Ufb Has in the seenes and neigb- 
bourhoo^ Suggested by this succesnon of namea; — Man- 
chester, Bath, Wiltdiircs Manchester again, l^orth Wales, 
London, Chester, Oxford, London agaiih Bomersetdiire, Gras- 
mere and the SttgUah district^ London yet again, Gras- 
mere again, bnA, finally, and in &r the lai^ proportion, 
Edinburgh and ^ visiaity of Ediidmrgh, It was at about 
the mid-point of his long and final connexion with Edinburgh, 
and therefore about six years before the beginning of Mr. 
Eiodlay's acquaintanceship with him, that the present Editor 
hod the privilege of meeting him more than once and of 
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Bpendixig some hoars in his company ; and it may be 
spine little (ioaliiication for the present Editor's duty in 
these volumes that he remembers those meetings well, and 
can, in reading any paper in tlie volumes, or any sentence 
in any of the papers, re-imagine distinctly, for himself, the 
face, voice, and manner of fhe living De Qaincoy. 

David Masson. 


EDZNBUimH . Septemher 1889. 
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EDITOTl’S PREFACE TO TUTS VOLUME 


Thk present vtilnnie ooiif^iins (1) De Qiiitiiv^\'s (»^wi CJfiuT.il* 
of 1863, us written for llie first volume uf flie ( billed ive 
Edition of his AV’ritings then begun, and (^) llie whole of 
that portion of liis Autobiogriipliy wdiieh ai)p(‘ared in thu 
HUiie voltiiiie, witii continuation in the ne\t, utidiT tin* title 
of “ Aiito1)iogra])hic Sketches.” 

The Genrrati Preface.— This was written when l)e 
Qinncoy was still somewhat in the dark ns to what would 
ultiiniitcly be the entire couteiiU of his collective edition, or 
what would b6 the order of their arrangement, and could only 
make a forecast on tlie subject from the iw^elve volumes of 
the collective Aiiupacan edition that had ali'eady been pub- 
lihhed fsee anfe, p. xiv), and from his own knowledge of 
the ([uaiitity of mure matter that remained to be brought in. 
Hence tiu* Th'eliice is hardly what De Quinoey would have 
written liad be bad tlio whole of luB writings umler exact 
survey. It gives no sulciiuate conspectus of tliem in their 
complete variety, but only suggests a classification of them, 
and lights here and there, by way of illustration, on a selected 
example, not always the best that could have been chosen 
The clasriiicatiun suggest'd, however, is \a1 liable ; and the 
whole of the Preface is inioTestiiig and characteristic. 

The Atitobioorapht. — When De Quinceylmd resolved 
that his collective edition should open with a revised 
collection of his expressly autobiographic paj^r^, his must 
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obviouA Atorc (»f material wafl in tlic series <jf articles lie Lad 
begun In TaiVs EdinJlnmjh Mayassinc for Febniary 1834, under 
the title Sketches of Men and Manners finmi tlie Autobio- 
graphy of an English Opium-Eater,” and had eonlinueU 
thiough the K'st of that year, and for some iuori% in 

the itages of tin* saint* uioiiihly, under the same title or modi- 
fications of if. r<ut, as wo saw (/wife, pp. xii-xin), he had /piife 
recently, in the ]»ageB of HtujifRlmiiaetnr^ begun, under the 
title of ‘‘A Sketch from (jhihlhootl,” another bci U‘s t»f nnto- 
1)iographic articles, filling a ga]) in the ])TevioU}^ Tait series ; 
and Ihi'se 8ii]iplementaiy atticles, straggling at intervals 
through the numbers of the Edinburgh wc(‘kly for the 
years ISol and 1852, liatl necessarily to be iiiterw(»ven 
•with their iircdecessors. Further, in certain iminbevn of 
BkuhmHVs Ala^jaaim for 1846, from Mai*ch onwards, there 
were special articles of Dc Quince^’s, of a peculiar autobio- 
grapliie R»it, under the title of “ Suspiria de Prufunilis, being 
a Setiuel to the Oonfessiona of an English Opinni-Eiter,” or 
titled indc'peiideiitly ; and these also had to he incorpoiated. 
One may guess, accordingly, hoW De (juiiicey pr/K*ecded in 
adapting tlie autobiographic material he had at hand foi 
coiiiiecti'd ]'epublicati/»u in 1853, He took the iiumbei's of 
Tait'fi Maijiiumy lUacUootuTi Alaydaine, and Hiiyy '9 histnictor 
of the dates indicated, and cut and carved among his own 
nrtich*s m them, W’el/ljiig these tegether, with retrenchimmts 
lierti and eidargeimmts and alteintioi^s then*, till the 
result satisfied him. Tlie “ Autobiographic Skebdies,” 
which composed tlie first volume of the Collective Ehtioii of 
Ills Writings in 1853, and a poilion of the second volume, 
were, therefore, a coagulation of matter x>reviously xuinted Jii 
1831 6, 18 15, and 1851-2, all in Eliiiburgh periodicals. In 
the pn^sent pflition we keep to his oxalnple by beginning with 
tliu Autobiographic Hketches,” only cliangnig that title into 
” Autobiogrupliy,” os less ragged, — a change for which 11101*0 is 
ample justification in Dc Qnincey’s piior use of the word 
** Autobiogm]ihy *’ in designating portions of the series, and 
in bis 6u1)Bequcnt frequent use of the same term as an 
optional alternative in referring to the completed series. What 
has to be chieH^ reniemhercd here is that the present volume 
does not. include the whole of r>c Quincey^ Autobiography, 
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as cxprcsaly so designated by himself, but only as much of 
it as he had mnuaged to u\ei'tnku in the revision of his 
writings for the Collective Edition of ISfiS-dO. Some ad- 
ditional ])uilions of his alreaily printed Autobiography, 
which he doubtless meaul I'eviw* some time ur other, never 
Ii.hl the liencfit of that intention, an<l it'mained in tludr 
imreviscd shape as articles in some old numbers of Tint's 
Muiiarinf. These will follow m Uie next volume of the 
present edition. 

• II M 




DE QUINCEY’S GENERAL PREFACE 
IK 1853 


Thu niiscollanouiiA widtings, which I propddP to lay lH‘rf»rc 
tile public 111 lliis body of Selections, arc in pari to be re- 
^'uifled as a ivpublication of paiicrs scattered throu^b bcverul 
or flliytj.jearB »gn ; which papers 
Iiave boeii iv]»rinteir’iii a collccUve form by an Anicriwin 
housj^uf high charac ter in Bost on : but in port they are b'> 
viewo<l as entiWy new; lut|i;c sections having 1 »ccn inter- 
calated in the present edition, and oilier ibaiiges made, 
which, even to the old jun'ts, by giving very great exj^ansiou, 
give sninctimes a cluiracter of absolute novelty. Once, th(i'e> 
tore, at borne, with the allowance for the changes here in- 
dicated, and oiictf in Arnica, it may be said tliat these 
writings have been in some sense published. 

Ls a gri‘at idea never even appruxiinated by the utmost 
aiiMetico of man. Not the Bible — not the little book which, 
m pist times, came next to tho Bible in European diflusion 
and cunency viz., the treatise Ve ImitatWM Clhruti\ 

** ^ “ NAji to ike fJiMe in cKrwwy ” /—That is, nozt in the fifteenth 
century to the Bible of the nineteenth century. 'Ihe diffmion of lliu 
JJe fmilutUijM (JhrisU-^vte CliiiKteudoni (the idea of ChtvtUniivni, 
it must be remciiilwred, not tlien iucliidiiig any part of Amencu) 
antK’i])ate4l in 1463 the dxtlhsion of the Bible m 1863 But 
Through what esnses ? Elsewhere I have attempted to show Uiat tins 
enomiottb (and seemmgly incredible) popularity of tho JOe Irnttaiione 
Chrhfi'‘iR virtually to be lulerpreted os a vieorioiie poiuilaiity of 
.the Bible. At that tune the Bible itself was a fountain of inspired 
Until everywhere sealed U]i, but a whisiier ran tlnuugh the western 
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has yut in any generation been really published. Where is 
the inijiU£d book of \rhicli, in 'Coleridge’s woitls, it may not 
be said that, after all efforts in publish itself, still it remains^ 
for the w orld of possible readers, as good as manuscript ” ? 
Not to insist, however, upon ai)y romantic rigour iu con- 
structing this ideft, and abiding by the ordina^ standard of 
what is uiidcTstoixl hy publicaiion, it is proliable that, iu many 
cases, my own papers must have failed in reaching even thia 
For they were printed os contributions to journals. Now, 
that mode of imblication is unavoidably disadvantageous 
to a writer, except under unusual conditions. By its horsli 
peremptory punctuality, it drives a man into hurried writing, 
possibly into saying the thing that is not. Th^y won’t wait 
ail hour for you in a MAgazinc or a Review ^ they won’t wait 
for truth ; you may as well reason with the sea, or a railway 
tniiii, 08 in sucli a case with an editor ; and, as it makes no 
difference whether that sea which you dcHire to urguc with is 
the I^lefliLerraiiean or the Baltic, so, with that editor and his 
deafness, it matters not a straw whether he belong to a 
northern or a soutbem joumaL Hero is o ne ev il of journal- 
writing — vis., its ovenuaBtering pTOcixdia(ion. A s econd is 
— ^its effect at times inljiarrowi^ your ^publicity. Every 
journal, or x>ri‘Uy nearly so, is understood to bold (perhaps in 
its very title it makes proclamation of holding) certain fixed 
principles iu politics, or possibly religion. These distinguish- 
ing feutun^s, Mrhich become badges of enmity and intolerance, 
all tlie inui’o intense as they descend upon narrower and nar- 
ruw'er grounds of sepaiatiou, at the very threshold, by 
waiiiing,off those who dissent irtsax them, so far operate io limit 
your audience. To take my own case os an illustration, these 
present Notches w^^i published in a joumed dedicated to pur- 

natious of Knrope, that the work of Thomas A Kpiupia contained some 
fclender rivuletn of truth silently stealing away into liglit IVom that 
iiiterdicteil fouutatii. This b(*hef (so at least J leail the cose) led to 
the prodigious luulitjilicatiou ot the bool^ of which not merely the re- 
impressLoiia, but the separate ifatiHlatroiis, are }taat all counting; 
thouj^ bifiiiograjilioia /uttte uiidcrtaken to count them. Tbe book 
came forward as an answer to the sighing of Uhribtian Europe for light 
from heaven. 3 ajseak of Thomas A Kempis as the author : hut his 
claim was dlsputeil. Gorson was adopted by Fnnce as the author ; 
and ullicr locri Biunts by other nations. 
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pORCB of political change such aa many people thought Tevolu< 
tionnry. I thought bo myself, and did nut go along with its 
IHjliticK. Inevitably that accident shut them out from the know- 
ledge uf a very large reading class. Undoubtedly this joiiniAl, 
being ably and conscientiously conducted, had some circulation 
amongst a neutral chiss of Aaders ; and amongst its own class 
it was popular. But its own class did not ordinarily occupy 
tbat position in regard to social influciico which could enable 
them rA]>idly to diifus(> the knowledge of a writer. A reader 
whose sodabbtanding is moderate may commmiicate liiM views 
upon a hook or a writer to' his own circle ; but liis own cinde 
is a narrow one. Whereas, in aristocratic classes, having mrire 
leisure and >^L'illth, the intercourse is inconceivably more r.ipid , 
so that the publication of any hook whiciriiiiere«th them is 
secured at once ; and this publishing influence pisses down- 
wanls ; hut rare, indeed, is the inverse process of puhliciition 
through an iiiilueuce spreading upwards. 

According to the way hero debcuhed, the papers now pre- 
sented to the public, like luuny another set of papers nominally 
puhlibhed, were not so in any subslautial sense. Here, at 
home, they may lie reganled as still iifqiublisliud.'^ But, in 
such a wwe, why were not the papers at once deta«-lied from 
tlie journal, and reprinted ? In the neglect to di> this, sornc 
there arc who wdll read- a blameahle carelessness in the 
author : but in that carelessness ot^rs will read a seertt 
consdousneas tliat the were "or doubtful value. I 

have heard, indeed, that some persons, Iieai'ing of this 
rcpublieation, had inteipireted the case tlius: — Within the 
lost fuiu* or five years, a ]iractlce has arisen amongst authors 
of gathering together into volumes their own scattei%d con- 

^ At the same time it must nevt ho denied, that, if you lose by a 
journal m the way here desciTiIiud, you also gain by it. The jounial 
gives you the benefit nf its own fcep^ute audience, that might else never 
have heard yonr nnuie. On the other hand, in sneh a case, the journal 
secures to you the Hp'cial enmity uf its own iiecnliar antagonists 
These pafverB, fur instance, of mine, not being politi(‘aT, wore read 
possibly in a friendly teinj^i by the regular supporters uf the journal 
that published them. But some of my own jiolitical fi lends regardeil , 
me with displeasure for coimecting myself at all with a rcfomiing 
journal. Aiul far more, who would have lieen libeial ciiuiigh to dis- 
regard that objection, naturally lost sr^ht of me when under occultation 
to them in a Journal which they never saw. 
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tnbulioiiH to pei'iodical litiTulure. Trj)on that BUggeRiion, 
they 8 U})}> 08 i‘ me Ruddeiily to have fenieiuhcrud that I also bad 
mode such CHnlnhutiuiis ; that mine might be entitled to tlieir 
r.hance as well us those ol others ; and, acconlingly, that on 
such a hliglil jiitriiation ah extra I had called bade iutu life 
what fitlierwibc 1 had long since iK^rded as having already 
fiiililletl its mission, and miiBi doubtless bavS disiiiibsed to 
oblivion. 

1 do not certainly know, or entirely believe, that any 
such thing was really naid. But, however that may he, no 
re])rcsentatiou can be more optMiscd to the facts. Never for 
an instant did T falter in my ])urpuse of republishing most of 
Uie pnjiers which I had written. Neither, if 1 rnybclf had 
lH*en inclined lo forget tliexu, should 1 have been allowed to 
do 80 by atrangers. For it happens that, during the four- 
teen last yeiU'R, 1 have received fiMim many quarters in Kng- 
hiiul. in Irtilaud, in the Britidi Oolouies, and in the United 
Stales, a series of letters expressing a for profoundcu* interest 
m papers written liy myself than any which I could ever 
think iiiybelf entitled to look for. U»l I, therefore, other- 
wise cherished no purposes of republicatioii, it now' beoanie a 
duty of gi*dtitiidc and respect to Uieso uuuierous correspond- 
eiilb, that I bliould either republish the papers in question, or 
expliini why 1 did not. The obstacle, in fa^t had been in 
jiai’t the slnftiiig state of the law w'hidi regulated literary 
liro]ierty, aiwl especially the property iu {lenodical literature. 
But a itir greater difiiculty lay in Uio labour (absolutely in- 
surmountable to myself) of bringing together firoui so many 
quarters the scattered materials of the collection. This 
labour, most fortunately, was suddenly taken off my hands 
by the eminent house of Messrs. Ticknor, Reid, & Fields, 
Boston. U.Sb To them 1 owe my acknowledgments, first of 
all, for that service : they have brought together a great 
majorily of my fugitive papers in a buries of volumes now 
amounting to twelve. And, secondly, I am bound to men- 
\ tion Uiat thex.heye, 3^^ & alian er in the profits of the 

4 publication,' oillGd M’poS^to ad* soTy no law whatever, and 
{assuredly by no expectation of that sort upon my park 

Taking as the basis of my remarks this' Collective Ameri- 
can Edition,! wUl here attempt a inde* general classilicatiou 
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of all the iiiljclou wliicli coiiipf^Ao it. 1 disUMlaitr* tlioin 
prusBly into llirec clainses ; — F%riit^ into that clasK iihicli jii'o- 
poacfl priiiiarily to ainuBC the readtT ; Init wliicli, in duiu^ po, 
may or may not happen occasionally to reach a lii^lior 
station, at which the amusoment passes into an ini]>a^ione(l 
interest Some papers are uierely playful ; hut othiTs ha\ e 
a mixed character. These present AutMagmphic iScitcha 
illustrate what I mean. Geneiully, they })retend to little 
beyond that sort of amusement which attaches to any real 
story, thougliitiiiUy and iaithfiilly rtdated, moving through a 
succession of scenes Bufhciautly varied, that are not sufferetJ 
to remain too long upon the eye, and that connect them- 
selves at every stage with intellectual objects. But, even 
here, 1 do not scruple to claiiu tbc reader, occasionally, 
a higher consideFation. At times, the narriitivc rises into a 
far higher key. Most of all it does so at a period of tlie 
Milter's life where, of necessity, a severe abstTHctum takes 
pbux* from all that could invest him with any alien interest ; 
no display that might dazzle the reader, nor ambition that 
could carry liis eye forward with curiosity to the future, nor 
successes, fixing his eye on the present ; nothing on the stage 
but a solitary iiifaul, and its eolitary combat with grief- -a 
mighty darkness, and a sorrow without a voice. But some- 
tiling of the same interest will 1^ found, perhajis, to n^kindie 
lit a maiurer age, wlien the chaxwcleristic features of the in- 
dividual mind hoA^e been unfolded. And 1 contend, that 
much more than amusement ought to settle upon any narra 
live of u life that is really con^lmtticdL It is singular — but 
many of my readers will know it for a truth — that vast 
niimbcrB of people, though liberated from all reasonable 
motives of self-restraint, coanot be confidential — ^have it not 
in their power to lay aside reserve ; and many, agaiu, cannot 
be BO with particular people. 1 have wituessed more than 
once the case, tliat a young female dancer, at a certain turn 
of a iieculiar dance, could not— though she harl died for it — 
suBtain a free, fluent motion. Aerial chains fell u[)oii lier at 
one point ; some invisible spell (who could say fcAut 1) froze 
her elasticity. Even as a horse, at noonday on on open 
heath, starts aside from something his rider cannot see ; or 
as the flame within a Davy lamp feeds the poisonous 
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gas up to the iiic^lius llwt sun'ouiKl it, but there suddenly is 
ariuHtud hy haiTiers that no Ahuidin will ever dislodge. 11 
IS because a man cannot see and measure those mystical 
foi'ces which him, that he cannot deal with them cHcct- 
ually. If he were able really to pierce the Laze which so 
often envelops, even to himself hiS'^jwn secret springs of 
action and rebcrvo, there cannot be a life moving at all under 
intellectual impulses that would not, through that single 
IbiTC of aliRolute frankness, fall within the roach of a doo]), 
solemn, and sometimcB even of a thrilling intertst. Without 
preteiifliiig to an interest of Uiis quality, I have done what 
was ])osHi)do on my x>^ towards the readiest access to such 
an interest 1)y perfect sincerity : saying every wlioiHi nothing 
but the truth ; and in any case forbearing to say the ifjhole 
truth only thmugh consideration for others. 

Tiito the second class I throw those papers winch address 
thom>4elves purely to the undeietamliiig as an iusuLiLed 
faculty ; or do so primarily. Let me call them by the 
general name of Ehhays. These, as in oilier cases of the 
same kind, must have tlieir value measured by two separate 
questions. A. — What is the problem, and of what rank in 
dignity or in use, which the Essay undertakes J And next, 
that point being settled — B. — What is tlie success obtained ? 
and (os a sejuiratc question) What is the executive ability 
displayed in the sulution of tbe problem ? This latter <|ueis- 
tion is naiumlly no question for myself, os the answer w'ouhl 
involve a verdict upon my own merit. But, generally, there 
udll lie quite ciiough in the answer to question A for estali- 
lisliing the value of any essiiy on its soundest basis. Pnidcns 
interraQ^%tio est dhMlum semUim. Skilfully to frame your 
question, is halt -way towards insuring the true answer 
Two or three of the problems treated in these Essays I will 
here rehearse. > 

1, EsB&NiHir. — The essay on this, where mentioned at all 
in print, has been inentionod as dealing with a quostion of 
pure s|>cculative curiosity: so liitSe su^ncioii is abroad of 
that real question which lies below. Essenism means simply 
this-^Ciiristianjty before Christ, and consequently without 
riirist, therefon', Essenism could make good its pi'cten- 
Bions, there at one blow would be an end of Christianity, 
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which in that case is not only sapersedeii as an idle re][>cti- 
tion of a rcligioiib system alr^y published, but also as a 
ci’iminal pla^atism. Nor can the wit of man evade thut 
conclufflou. But even that is not the worst. When wo cnii- 
template the total orb of ^ristianity, we see it divide into 
two hemispheres ; first, an Ethical system <1iifuriii|{ centrally 
from any previously made known to man ; secondly, a m^s- 
tenons and divine machinery for reconciling man to God : a 
teaching to be taugbt ; but also a work to be worked. Now, 
the first we* find again in the Ethics of the coiiulerfeit 
Essoiics — which ought not to suqirise us at all ; since it is 
surely an easy thing for him who pillages my thoughts ad 
hbUum, to reproduce a perfect resemblance in his own ^ ; 
but what has become of the second, viz., not the tcarhiiig, 
but the operative working of Christianity? The Ethical 
s^'stem is replaced by a stolen system : but what replaces the 
mysterious agencies of the Chri^ian faith 1 In Esscnism we 
find again a saiuUy scheme of Ethics: but where is the 
Bchemo of Mediation ? 

In the Burnish Church, there have been some theologians 
who have also seen reason to suspect the romance of Essu’ 
nismus.” And I am not sure that the knowdedge of this 
fact may not have operated to blunt the suspicions of the 
Protestant chui’ches. I do not mean that such a fact wuuld 
liave absolutely deafened Protestant ears to the grounds ctf 
Huspicinn when Imidly proclaimed ; but it is very likely to 
have indisjiosed them towards listening. Meuutiiuc, so far 
as 1 am acrpiaintcd with tlieso Bomon Catholic demurs, the 
diffei'ence l^tween them and my own is brood. They, with- 
out suspecting any subtle, fraudulent purpose, simply recoil 
from the romantic air of such a statement — ^which builds up, 
its with an enchanter’s wand, an important sect, such as 
could not possibly have escaped the notice of Clm'st and his 
apostlesb T, on ^e other hand, insist not only upon the 
revolting incompatibility of such a sect witli the absence of 

m 

^ Tho fidtue of Josophus in relation to CliriMtiauity is tlio bame, in 
fact, as that of bander m resiicct to Milton. It was easy enough to 
detect plagfarisms in the Paradise Lost from Latin passages fEithcrod 
upon imu^nary wnfcen, Wken thcbe passages bad provioualy 1>een forged 
by Lauder himself for the purpobo of sn&Uuiiug buefa a cbaige. 
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nil alteiitiou to it m the New TeuUiiieut, hut (which is far 
iiioro iinportaiti) the nu'iiinpaiihility of such a beet (ns a sect 
ehler tlinu Chrihl) with the originality ami heiiYenly revela- 
tion of (JhriHtiniiity. Here is my first point of dithiviice 
from the KoiiihIi ohjectors. Tli^ second is this : not couleiit 
with expoaiii" the iin])Obtuit!, 1 go on, and attempt to show 
in what real cireunibiances, fraudulently disguised, it might 
naturally hiive arisen. In the real circamstauces of the 
CUirwliaii Church, when struggling with Jetin^ persecution 
at boiuc period of the generatioh between the Cifiieifixitui luid 
Ihe sirg»‘ of Jerusalem, arose probably that seci’ct defensive 
society of Christians which suggested to Joseplms his knavish 
forgery. We must rememWr, that Josephus did not WTite 
iiiihl after the great nuns effected by the siege; that he 
wrote at Rome, far leinoved from tho criticibiii of those sur- 
vivors w’ho could have exposed, or hail a motive for expoHiig, 
his malicious frauds ; and, fiimlly, that he wrote under the 
patronage of the Flavian family : by his sycophancy he bad 
won their piritection, >vbich would liave overaweil any 
Chi'ihtian whatever fitiiu coming forward to unmask him, in 
the very niiprobable case of a work so laige^ costly, and, by 
Its title, merely archaeological, finding its way, at such a 
period, into the hands of any poor hunted Christian.^ 

2. Tun ClffittABS.-— This, though written hastily, ami in a 
situation where 1 had no aid fx'oiu books, is yet far from 
b'dijg what some people have sup|K>6C<l itA- a simple 
lulatioii, or of the Roman ImiJoratorial Ifiht*>rv. It 

moves rapidly ovev the ground, but still with an exjdonng 
o\e, cariied right and left into tHe deep shades that have 
gathered so thickly omt the one solitary road ^ tiavei'sing 
that part of history^ Glimpses of moral truth, or sugges- 

‘ it in a Higiiificant lket,tliat Dr. Stnsss, -whoso sceptical spint, left 
to Its own disinterested jiiotious, would have looked through and 
through this aionstrous fable ot coolly adoptiMl it, uu ques- 

tioiiH afaked, os soon as he perceived tlic value of it as an aiguiuent 
ngaiust Girihtiauity, • 

- ^^SuHhtry rMUiE”;^--The reader must remember that, until the 
seventh century of our era^ when Idahometanism arobc, there was no 
rollaterai hiatoiy. Wliy there was amne, why no Gothic, why no Par- 
thian hibtorv,dt is for Roms to cxjdani. \Vs to ourselves, and are 
tiixed by oLhen)^ with many an imaginary ueglect as roganls India; 
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tiouR of wliat may lead to it ; indieatioiin nf neglected dilh- 
calties, and occaRionally conjectural hoIntiojiR of such 
, difficulties— these are what this Essay ulleie. ll was iiu^aiit 
as a specimen of fruits, gathered hastily, arid without clfort, 
hy a vagrant but thoughtful mind ; through the coorc.ioii ot 
its theme, soinetiines it h^me anibltious, but I did not 
give to it an ambitious title. Still 1 felt limt the iiK^aiiesl 
of these suggestions merited a valuatiuu : derelicts 1he\ 
were, not in the sense of Ihhiga wilfully abandoned ]>y my 
predecessors gn that road, but in the sense of iluiigs blindly 
overlooked. And, summing up in one word the pi*etenBioiis 
of this particular Essay, 1 will venture to claim lor it so 
much, at least, of originality as ought not to have been left 
open to anybody in the nineteenth century. 

3. CiL*KRO, — This is not, as might lie imagiiUMl, any 
liiei'ary valuation of Cicero ; it is a new reading uf Uuiuaii 
history in the most dreadful and compreliensive of her con- 
vulsions, in that final stage of her transmutalious to >vhieh 
Cicero was himself a p^y — and, as I maintain, a most 
sdfish and unpatriotic party* He was governed in one 
half by his own private interest as a noiucs /lorreo dependent 
upon a wicked oligarchy, and in the other half by his blind 
hatred of Csssar ; tlie grandeur of whose nature lie could 
not coinpndiend, and die real patriotism of who.se policy 
c^mld never be appreciated by one bribed to a selfibli course. 
The great mob of ^listorians Imve but one way of construct- 
ing the great events of this era— they sucoe^ to it as to 
an jidieniaiico; and chiefly under the misleading of that 
ptestiye which is attached^to the name of Cicero : on w'liich 
account it was that 1 gaVe tluB tide to xny Essay. Si^eveii 
years after it was puldished, this Essay, slight and imper- 
fectly developed as is thSe exposition of its parts, began to 
receive some public countenance. 

I was going on to abstract the principle involved in some 
other Essays. - But I forbear. These specimens ate suffi- 
cient for the puipose of informing the reader — tliat T do not 
write without a thoughtful consideration of my subject ; 

but osMiueiUy we esanot be taxed with thai neglect No part of our 
Indian Empire, or of its adjacendeia, but has occupied the researches 
oi our oriental scbolara 
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and also— that to tltiiik reoHOimbly upon any question, has 
never been allowed by me as a sufl^ient ground for writing 
upon it, uTiless I lielieved myself able to offer some coiibider- 
able novelty. Generally I oloim (not arrogantly, but with 
firmnens) the merit of rectifirufiou apidic^l to alttulutt* 
errors, or to injurionH limitation^ of tliu truth. 

Piimlly, as a third class, and, in virtue of their aim, hh 
a tar higher class of oouipositions included in the Amerii'an 
Colloctioij, I rank Ths Confmuyn*of an OpiumrEater, and also 
(Imt more emphatically) the Suspiria de Profuniis. On Giese, 
as niofles of impassioned probd ranging under no precedents 
that I am aware of in any literature, it is mucli more diffi- 
cult to speak justly, whether in a hostile or a friendly char- 
acter. As yet, neither of these two works has ever received 
the least degree of that correction and pruning which botli 
m|uire so extensively; and of the Su^ria not moi'e than 
peiliiips one- third lias yet been printed. When both have 
been fully revised, I shdl feel myself entitled to ask for a 
more determinate adjudication on their ohums as ^urks of 
art. At ])rcHimt I feel authorised to make haughtier pjeten- 
sions 111 right of tiieir conception than 1 shall venture to do, 
nmler the peril of being supposed to cliaracteiise their exe(ru- 
ittnu Two remarks onl}* 1 iffiall address to the erpiity of my 
leoilcr. Firbt) 1 desire to remind him of the perilous diffi- 
culty liebiogiug all attempts to clothe in words the visionary 
scenes derived from the world of dreams, Yhere a single folbc 
note, a single word in a wrong key, mins the whole music ; 
and, secondly, 1 desire him to consider the utter sterility of 
universal literature in this one department of impassioned 
prose ; whicli certainly axgucs some singular difficulty, 
suggesting a singular duty of Indulgence in criticising any 
alL^mpt that even imperfectly succeeda The sole Oonfe.s- 
sions, l^elonging to post times, that have at all succeeded in 
engaging the attention of men, ore those of St Austin and 
of Rousseau. The very idea of breathing a i^ooid of human 
passion, not intf> the oar of the i^oidoui crowd, but of the 
saintly confessional, argues on impassioned theme. Impas- 
sioned, therefore, should be the tenor of the cumposiiion. 
Now, in St Augustine's Ctmfesswna is found one moat 
impassioned passage, — viz,, the lamentation for the deatli 
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of liis ynutbful frioiid iil tlif* 4 ill JVjnk ; one, aiul no 
more. Fnither, Ik nothing, lu UoiiHseau thtav is not 
even bo iuiipIi. In tlie whole work theiY; u nothing gramlly 
affecting hut the cliiirarter and the iiiexphcahlo niiwry (»t 
the writer. 

5[eantiiiie, hy what anciffent, so foreign lo my iiatiiiv, do 
I liml inyhclf lUying foumlatioiis toward.', a higher valuation 
of my own worknianhliip ? Oh, leader, 1 liaie hewi talking 
idly. 1 care not for any valuation that deiieiids u]»oii eoiii- 
parisori wit.U aothers. Place me where you will, on the scale 
of coniparisou : only aiiffer me, though stunding lowest in 
your catalogue, to rejoico in the recollection of lettera ex- 
jiressing the most fervid interest in jiarliciilar passages or 
MM>ues ot the CotifessioiM, and hy rebound fitnu thvnt, an 
interest in their author : suffer me also to anticipate that, 
on the puhliratioTi of some pai*ts yet m arn^ur of the Atnjnria, 
you* yourself may jiosMlily W'Hlc a letter to me, piotesting 
that your dT.s.ij»])n)hation is just where it was, hut iii-vertlie- 
leas that you are disposed to sdmke liaiids with me — hy way 
of pi:puf that you like me bettei' than 1 deserve. 
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CHAPTER I 

PABENTAOD AND THB PATERNAL 

My &t1icT was a plain and unpretondmg niau, who liegan 
life with what is considenid in England (or vm conaidex^) 

A smaM foriunei riz.^' six thousand ym ada? I once heard a 
young banker in LiYer^i;*\i1{h''lTO gcile^ assent of those 
who heard him, fix upon that identicfd sum of six thtmsaxid 
pounds as exemplifying, for the staziidard of English life, the 
absolute ideal of a da^'erous inheritauoe ; just too little, as 
he said, to promise comfort or real independence, and> yet 
Injge cnotigh to o|>drato as a temptation to imloleiice. Six 
Uiousaud pounds, therefore, he considered in tlio liglit of a 
snare to a young man, and almost as a malicions bequest 
On the other hand, ^ udlowi the regibide, who, us the sou of 
an English baronet, and as ex-commander-in-rhief of the*; 

^ What is here reproduced as an indepeudeat cliapter Is a portion « 
of the first of De 001000/6 autobiographic artteles in TuWs Mttgasine. 7 
The article vnll be found in the number of that Magaadne fw February 
1834. Tliouprh T>e Quincy aTaile<l himself of that article, as' well as 
ot others in Hlachw^ and in Hoag's instnu^or, when he recast his 
autobiogmphie reconls for fresh publication in Ififia^ho omitteil this 
l)ortion of It As it seems essential, however, in preparation for wiiat 
is to follow, 1 have ventured to restm it and to give it a title. — hi. 

^ ^ De Qmncey’s fother called himself simply Thomas Qiuncoy, with* 

>Ottt Any prefix of Zac, and was known hy that name fnau about 1779 
to 1798 in the basiness world of Manchester.— M« 
voi.. I 
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Patliainent cavalry, etc., knew well what belonged to elegant 
Olid liixariouR hie, recorda it as his opinion of an KnglifQinian 
who had sheltered him from state blpod-houafla, that m 
poHseMing an annual revenue of £100, lie enjoyed all the 
solid comfoTto of this life, — ^neither himself rapacious of his 
neigUIxiur’s goods, nor rich enough in his own person to oifer 
a mark to the rapacity of others. This vras in 1G60, when 
tlie expenses of living in England were not so widely mnored, 
crqmtis irquandiSf Hioni the common average of this day ; both 
scales being far below 'that of the long war-*]ieriod ^Ineh 
followed the French Bevoluilou. 

What in one man, however^ is wise moderation, may 
liaitpon in another, differently circumstanced, to be positive 
injustice, or soidid inaptitude to aspire. At, or about, his 
> Q , v fatjier m arried : and it se proliablc that the 
pretensiujiH’ of iny mother, which were, in some respcclH, 
more elevated than his own, might concur with liis own 
activity of mind to break the temptation, if for him any 
temptation had ever existed, to a life of obscure repose.^ Tliis 
small fortune, in a country so expensive as England, dj.d not 
I^TomihC to his wife the style of living to which she had been 
aocustomed. Every man wishes for his wife what, on his 
own account, he might readily dispense ivith, Partly, thei'e- 
ihtv, with a 'view to what he 'would consider as her reasonable 
expectations, he cotere^ into .l^e m an Irish and a West 
Indian merQhai^* ^"Bur'tfiere is 'no douCt tlmf, even apart 
from consnloratibu for his wife, the general tone of feeding 
, in EngU^ society, which stamps a kind of disi'eputableness 
oil the avovveil intecUon to do n&Uwng, would, at any rate, 
have sent him into some mode of active life. In saying that 
he was a IKsst Jtidiaa metchaut, I must bo careful to acquit his 
muiniiry of any connexion with the dare trade, by which so 
many fortunes *were made at that era in Liverpool, Glasgow, 
etc. Whatever may be thou^t of davery itself as modified 
in the British colonies, or of the remedies attempted for that 
evil by modern statesmanship ; ofi^e kidnapping, murdering 

1 The UMiden name of X>e tjhjjiosy's mother was Elizabetli Feuson. 
About or diiortly after the date of ber marriage, two hrotben of ben 
went out to JSeqgal as offiiters In tlie service of the East Ictdia 
Ooiiipa&y.<^3{. 
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sUwe-tr^e^^ there cannot be two opinions : and my father, 
though connected with the West Indian tiwlo in all honour- 
able bianchosi was so far from landing himself even by a 
pasdiie coiicutronce to tliis most memorable abomination, that 
he was one of those couscientious protesters who, thnnighout 
England, for a long poiio<f after the first wblication ^ of 
Ohirk^n’s famdiis^Ess^, nnd the avidenoe delivered before 
tlSe Jluuihi of dcannion^ strictly abstoitifid iiom tlie Obe of 
sugar in his owA family. 

Meantime,«as respected some paramount feelings of niy 
after life, I dr ew from both "yarent Sy and the several as])ects 
of their cSSrnctGTS, great advantages. ]^h» in a different 
senHCj w&»^a high-tqned moralist; and my mother luid a 
separate advantage, as compared with persons of that rank, 
in high-bred and polished manners. Eve ry imin has hip ow n 
sta^^ of a as cxem^iSeifliTtiie arrange- 

ments oflife. For my own part, wi^out troubling others 
as to my peculiar likings dislikings, in points which 
illustrate nothing, shall acknowledge frankly tliat in 
every jMbeme of social happiness 1 could ever frame, t he sp irit’ ' 

as jm t in dfgftsmable cTemeiit. 
file Italian ideal of their own language, as a spoken one, is 
expressed thus — Lvn/rjim Toicana torn Eomma .v there must } 
be two elements — ^the Florentine dioioe of words, and the 
Florentine idiom, epneuning with the Roman pronunciation 

^ Tlie coiifuBion of skutfory with the sUsvedrads, $£ one tirue, w.ui 
univeraal. But nowiulaya it is supposed by many to be a suiierfltioiiH 
care, if one is Selous to mark the distinction in a pointed vray. Yet ^ 
It was hut last year that, happening to convene with a very respect- 
able and well-inforined sturgeon in the north, I found him asmuming, 
as a matter of course, that mtimaipfUihHn etc., had been the express 
and immediate obtiect of Wilberforoe, Clarkson, etc., in their long 
crusade : nor could I satisfy him that, hovfever vUimaie^ contemplal mg 
that result, they had even found it neoessary to disown it as a present 
object. 

* Writing where I 'have no books, like SalnuuiDS, I make all my 
references to a forty years* course of .reading, by memory. In every 
case except where I make a UvAnal citation imked as snch, this is to 
be imdeniood. My chronology on tbie particular subject is rather 
uncertain : Clarkson’B Essay (otiMhially Xiatin) published, I think, in 
12SZ* Anthony Beneset's book, Osenwe Sharpe's Mai of the Slave 
onestion in a court of justice— these wm>the openings ; then oame 
Wdbeifbrce^ CUrkson's second work, the Evidence before Fariiamenk 
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Parodying Oils, I would express niy conception of a society 
(sii 2 >poBe a household) entirely well constituted, and fitted to 
yield tlie gn^atest amount of lasting pleasure, in these terras, 
— the morals of the middle Claases of England, combined 
with th<« maimers of the highest^ or, more pointedly, by the 
morals of the wi& the miners of the nobility. 

Mahnei'S more noSIe, of moi» polisiied than the manners of 
the English nobility, I cannot imagine; nor, on the other 
liand, a morality wMch is built less upon the mere amiable- 
iicss of quick sensibilities, or more entirely^ nxmn massy 
substructions of principle and conscience, than the morality of 
the British middle daraes. Books, literature, institutions of 
police, facts innumerably within my own experience, and 
open to all the world, can be brought to bear with a world of 
evidence upon this suljcct. 1 am aware of the anger which 
1 shall roube in many minds by both doctrines ; but I am 
not di8X)oscd to concede any point of what to me appears the 
truth, either to general misanthropy and oynicism, to 
jxditical prajudices, or to anti>national feeling. Such notices 
as have occurred to me on these subjects, witbin my personal 
exxierience, 1 shall bring forward as they happen to arise. 
Let them be met and opposed as they shall deserve. Morals 
arc sturdy things, ami not so much liable to erroneous 
valuation. But the fugitive, volatile, imponderable essences 
which Concern the spirit of man ners, axe r^ly not susceptible 
of any just or intelligible treatment }vy mere words and 
distinctions, unless in so far as they are assisted and inter- 
preted by continual illustrations ficom absolute experience. 
Meantime, t^ rgO^^r w^ not accuse me of an aristociatic 
feeling, now that he understandB what it is'^that I admire in 
tluTarstocracy, and with what limitation. It is my infirmity, 
if the reader chooses so to consider it, that I cannot frame 
an iilcal of society, happily constituted, without including^ as 
•*a foremost element and possibly in an undue balanoy certain 
refinements iuthe spirit of manners, which, to many excellent 
people, hardly exist at all as objects of consciouB regard. In 
die same spirit^ but without acknowledging the least 
effemifuiey’, even in the excess Id which I carry it, fiir better 
and more cheeffolly I c;nild. dispense with some part of ..the 
down]^ht ueccsemes of life, thw with certain ciioumstances 
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of olegance and propria iu Uie dailj habits of using 

ifias: — 

these feelings, and, if the reader chooses, tlicso 
infirniitieR, I was placiul in a singnlarly forttinate position. 
My father, as I have said, liad no brilliant qualities : but the 
moral integrity which 1 ha^c attributed to his class was so 
peculiarly expiessod in him, tliat iu my early life, and for 
many years after his death, I occasionally met strangers who 
would say to me, almost in dhe same form of words, (so 
essential was •their haimony as to the thing) — *‘Sir, 1 knew 
your father : he wm the^ ^ 

in my life.” {tobody, that" I remember,* praised him under 
the notion of a dever man, or a man of talent Yet that he 
was BO in some subordinate sense is probable, both from his ^ 
success 06 a man of business, and more uneqnivi>caUy in other 
ways. He wrote a book : and, though not a book of much 
pretonsionlnlts sulife^ yet in those days to have written a 
book at all was crediuble to a man’s activity of mind, and 
to his strength of chwacter, in acting without a precedent. 
In the execution, mis book was really respectable. As to 
the subject, it wasa sk eteh of a tou:^jn tjb 6 uudlaud couutjes 
of England^ in one octavo volume. Hie plan upon which it 
was constructed made it tolerably miscellaneous ; for through- 
out the tour a double purpose was kept before the reader — 
vis, of att ention to tha Kpe Ar te, in a general account of 
the paiiitiugs *anf^tnes in IJie principal mansioiis lying 
near the line of his route ; and, secondly, of at^tion to the 
Mechanic AM, as display^ in the canals, maimSctorjes, cto, 
then rising everywhere into activity, and quickened into a 
hastier development by ArkwriA t and the Peo^ iu one 
dir^ljon, and, in another, ty ffijdley, the engineer, under 
the patronage of the Duke of Bndgewater. This Duke, by 
the way, was guided by an accident of life, concuiiing with 
his own disposition, and his gloomy sensibility to Uie wrong 
or the indignity ha had .suifered, into those ascetic habits 
which left his income disposable for canals, and for tlie 
patronising of Brindley. He had been jilted : and in con- 
sequence ne became a womaii-hater — a misogynis t — as bitter . 
as Euripides. On seeing a woman approaching, he would 
quarter,” and sig^sag to any extent, rather than face her. 
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Being, by this accident of his life, Released from the expenses 
of a duoal establishment, he was the bettet able to create that 
immense wealth which afterwards yielded vast estates to the 
then Marquis of StaflPoxd, to the Earl of Bridgewater, etc. 
In its ontUne and conce^on, my father’s hook was exactly 
what is so much wanted at Ais time for the whole island, 
and WAS some years-ago pointed out by the Qmrterly Bevim 
as a dedieraMm not easily supplied — a g uide to the 
nrhde weal A of a,rt above ground and below, 'which, in this 
land ^'our^*‘evety square mUe crowds upon <the notice of 
strangen. In the siyle of its execution, and the alternate 
treatment of the mechanic arts and the fine arts^ the work 
restirables the Wjfdl'-known tours of Arflmr Ypun g, which 
blended rural industry with picture gaU$RSr]*eSo^^g only 
that in .my father’s I remember nor poHMos, perhaps b^auso 
it was written before the French Revolution.^ Partly, 
perhaps, it might be a cause, and parS;^ an effect, of this 
attention paid hy my ftther to the gall^es of art in the 
aristocratiG ntandons' that throughout the principal rooms 
of his own house there were scattered n sme^ collection of 
pamtingB by old Itelian niMtera I menticnL this fiu>t, not as 
a cirLMiDistaiicd of exclusive elegance belonging to my father’s 
establishment, but^for the very <^poaite,|rea«ni, as belonging 
very g^eially to my faUicr’s class. , Miai^ of them possessed 
collections inudi finer than his ;'*a&d I remember that two of 
the few virits on which, when a diild, I i^as allowed to 
accompany my mother, were expready to see a pictuie-gallery, 
belonging tp a mcrohaat, not much wealthier my father. 
In redity, I cannoteiiy anything more, to the honour of this 

mercantile' dasa than the fact that» being a^ wealthy daws 

- ' ' . 

1 The bode by Pa QnihMy’a fothsr bers dsstaibed was publtsbed in 
London in the anther was but in his twenty-third year. 

It was entitled^ Short arbar la .the MidUmerCountiee qfJSngtand, 
perjbrmed in the fihimner ef 1772, k^eihir tdth an Aeeeuat nf a 
eimilar Mecilrdon undertaken Septeml^ 1774; bbt tiie greater 
portion of the vdnjne' had pcerritwyeimpaan^ in the'GMfeiMaV 
Magadm^ in sneoBssiva Inalilm^ in fiiainoiiihs of Kay, Jane; July, 

AugiuA.tad Beptember. with the «QiMi|KKtpU!Em T 

Q " toindicate anUtMthip. Having icnfadliisd fiie artloles as 

they.aMhM in ihe 'Maghdnr, 1 can vouch for the perJbet aconxacy 
of Be (^ii€C 2 ^*a dsaoription of his father's book.^H. 
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and living with a fiee and Ii1)Gral oxpndituro, thuy applied a 
very considerable proportion of this eipenditure to iiittdlcctual 
pleasureEK-to pictares^ very coniiuoidy, as I have Jiientioimd 
— to 111 .M .d jo.Ojety~aiid, in a li^rge in«asnv2|b to bookiB , 

Yet, wliil^fc the aliulc body of the merdijEints in the pinee 
lived in a stylo wbieh^ for As mijeed liberality and eleganeis 
resinnbled tliaf of Venetian merohonte, there was little about 
themselves or their establishments of iaUerml splendour, — 
that is, in features which met the public eye. Acconling to 
the mannerssof their county, the internal economy of tlieir 
establishments erred by tod mnda profusion . They had too 
many servants; and those servants were maintained in a 
style of luxury and cennfort not often matched in the 
mansiuna of the iiobility4 On tile other hand, none of 
these were kept for show dr ostentathm ; and, auconlinglv, it 
WAS not very common to find semnta in livery. The 
women had their fixed and appropriate duties ; but the men 
acted in mixed capaeitiea Oarria^ were not very coi^only 
kept ; even whexe* Jbom one lo‘ Wo tlidusand a year raiglit 
be spent There wojBi in this town a good deal of society , 
somewhat better in an intellectiial . than such as is 
merely literary^; for that of all, societies^ the fechlest. 
From the clergymen, the m^ical inercbauts, ' 

was supported a Ph ilosophicd -60 0161^. urna regulariy publisbetl^- 
their Transactions, Andso^a of the W'ere of a rank 

in science to correspond with-Qj^^^gubg^ otheis of the 
leading Parisian wits and .. Yet so £ttle even here* 

did mere outside splendour and impbai^' naiptes avail against 
the palpable evidence of and 

natural robustnem of infoUeet-^-^tiat the partfonlar j^iysician 
who cliii^fiy corresponded with the Eoe;^op(E^iks, spite of 
his Buffon, his Diacrot, his U’ Alembert, hj.wlioin, in fact, 
he swore, and whose .frothy letfo^ he kept'^lfke a mulet s in 
bis pocket-book, rafiked in general esteem as no than 
one of the. sons of the feebly; afid'the treason went so for as 
sometimes to comprebohd his correspondents — the great men 
of the Academy— la lihe same derogatory estimate ; and, in 
reality, Weir {liihted' b ttors are eyjfdenoes enough that no 
great wrong' was ilone tlirni — bmng generally vapid, and as 
much inferior to Gray's lettess, xccentiy m^o popular by 
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' Mason's life, an these a^^ain are, in spirit, and fumwt^not to 
Oowper’s only, but to manj an unknown woman's in every 
night of the year — little thought of perhaps by her corre- 
spondent, and destined pretty certainly to oblivioiL 

One wrird only 1 sliall add, descriptive of my father’s 
l iliwy : because in describing his, 1 describe 
aflnw clasa It^wai|,very,pxteneive.; comprehending the 
^ whole general literature both of England and Scotland for the 
. preceding generation. It was imxiossihle to name a book in 
tbe clas^ of history, biography, voyages and travels, belles 
; letti^es, or popular divinity, which was wanting. And to 
these was added a pretty complete body of local tours (such 
as Pennant’s} and tojiography; many of which losi^ being 
illustrated extensively with plates, were fixed fur ever in the 
recollections of cliildren. But one thing was noticeable, — all 
the books were There was no affectation, either*m 
luy father or mother, of decorating tlieir tables with foreign 
bwkB, not belter than thousands of corresponding ebooks in 
their motlier idiom ; or of painfully spelling out the contents, 
obscui*ely and doubtfully, as must always happen ^hen 
people have not a familiar oraiju^quaintonce with the whole 
force aud value of a language. iHow often, upon the table of 
a modbrn Hiteratevr, languid, p^iaps, and djqieptic, so os to 
be in no condition for eiyoyiiig anything, do we see books 
lying in six or eight different languages, not one of which he 
has liiaetered in a degree putting him ri^ly and unaffectedly 
in possession of its idiomatic wealth, or rt'ally and seiiously 
in a condition to seek his unaffected pleasures in that language. 
Besides, what reason has any man liking only for enjoyment 
to imiK)!*! exotic luxuries, until he has a little exhausted those 

( which are native to the soil? Are Abana and Pharpar, 
nvers of Damascus, better indeed tlian all the waters of 
isiuel ? l"rue it is, there are different reasons for learning a 
language ; and witli some I have here nothing to do. But 
where the luxuries of literature are the things sought, I can 
undemtaud why a Daiie shotdd leam Englisli ; brauaae his 
native literature is not wide, nor very ori^nal ; and the best 
modern writers of his country have a trick of writing in 
Oerman, vnth a view to a larger audiencet Sven a Spaniard, 
or a Portuguese, might, with murh good sense, acquire aTsome . 
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pains the English or the Ocnnan ; beisause his own literature, 
with a few splendid jewels, 
we ll But is it for 
f)f Ceres to discard them for acorns ? This is to leverse the 
old mythological history of hniniui progress. Now, for 
example, one of the richest Separtmeuts in English literature 
happens to lie Its drama, from the reign of Elizabeth to the 
Poi'liamentaiy War, Such anoHier exhibition of human life 
under n most picturesque form of manners and a stage of 
society so rish in original, portraiture, and in strength of 
duiracter, has not existed dsewhere, nor is ever likely to 
revolve upon ourselves. Tlie tn^e drama of Greece is the 
only section of literature having a UUl'iVili>'on(iing mferest or 
value. Well ; few readers ore now much acquainted with 
this seetdon of literature; even the powerful sketches of 
Beaumont and Fletcher, who, in their comic delineations, 
approach to Shakspeare, lie covered with dust ; and yet, 
whilst these things are, some twenty years ago we all saw the 
arid sterilities of Alfieri promoted to a place in every young 
\idfy boudoir, fTlstrue that, in this^ pariiciilar instance, 
the undue honour paid to th» lifel^ painter of life and this 
undramatls^, ^am,atist was ‘owhi^' to the Vccideht of his 
memoirs haying been just l^en published ; and true also it 
is that the insipid dramas, unable to sustain themselycs, 
liave long since sunk back into oblivion. But other 'writers, 
not better, are still succeeding; as must ever bo the case 
with readers not suflUciently masters dl a language to bring 
the true pretensions of a work to asiy test pt filing, and who 
arc for ever ndstiiking for some pleasure conferred by the 
writer wlmt is m fact the pleasure^ naturally attacheil to the 
sense of a difiiculty overcom^ 

Not only were there in my father^s library no books 
except English; hut even amongst those there were none 
connected with the Kack Letter literature ; none' in foct^ of 
'any kind- which p r mp |K)i8e(rw8tudy i^nd lufioUr Inr tlnir 
e^jfiyhiSitT It was a' poor librozy, on this account, fur a 
sSnoIar'or a man of research. Its use and jmrpose 'k^as mere 

1 Tfiere can he no donht that this portteolar mistake has been a 
chief uanse of the vaafly exaggeiaied appreoiatiou of much tlut is 
mediocre ia Oresk litmtiuie. 


those who have fed on the gifts 
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enjoyment^ instant amUBcment, without effort or affectation ; 
but still liberal aiid Living in the countiy, as 

most of his ordiir did, my father eould not look to a theatre 
for his evening pleasures — or to any puUio resort. To a 
theatre lie went only when he^took his family ; and that 
might be once in five years. Booksi gardens on a large 
Bcale^ and a greenhouse, were the means genorolly relied on 
for daily pleasure. The lasl^ in particular, was so commonly 
attached to a house that it formed a ptineipal room in the 
country-house, with the modest name of 3^ Ftvm, in which 
1 passed my infancy was tiie principal room, as to dimen- 
sions, in a spacious house ^hich my fiither built for himself ; 
and was not wanting, on some scale or other, in any one house 
of those which I most vlsit^ when a sdiocd-hoy. 

I ^ay finish my poi^lt of ihy.'&i!her and his, class by 
saying that OowT3er;wa/>the_ iK)et jrto m; generally moa t 

valued; but Dr. Johi^ n. who had ^ only Just ceased to be a 
lUnng author^ waTlooEed up to with cons^erahle jsrverence, 
upon mixed feelings s partly for his ooafa^,.his sturdy and 
uncomplying moi^iiy, and, according to Ait views, for 
his general love of 'truth; and <ali ^al) for hin diction 
amongst all who loved the stately ptocessional, the 
artificial, and even the inflatedjir^^th the usual dissent on 
the part of all who were more open to the natural graces of 
mother English and idiomatic liteliness. F&ially, 1 may add 
that there was, too little music in those houses in those days ; 
and that the reverence pa^ to learning, — to scholaatio erndi- 
tion, I dkpoportionate' and excessive. Not 

Jiaviug Imd the,advantags6'of a coUego education themselves, 
I my father and his class looked up with too much admiration 
[to those wliO had ; ascribing to themk wiOi a natural modesty, 
a superiority beyond the fact; and, not allowing 
themselves^ to sea that huriness, and practice of life, had 
given to themselves couniemiliiig advantages ; nor discern* 
ing that ioo cAm the, scholar had*heeoiae duU and coinage 
over his books* j whilst the activity of trade, and the of 
practical busiueiu,' bad* slwpefied their own ^ndgments, set 
an edge upon their und^tfjtandings, and increased the mobility 
of their general potren. As to the general esteem for 
C ^wper , that was inevitable : hia picture o f an Engl ish ru ral 
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fire^de^ ttriih its long winter evening, the sofa wheeled round 
tcTihe 'fire, the roasap draperies depending from the wiiidoAis, 
the tea-table with its ** bubbling and loud-hissing um,” the 
newspaper and the long debate, — Pitt and Fox ruling the 
senate, and E Srskin o the bnr,^-a1l this held up a mere mirror 
to that ^Hii'tieiilar periixl nnd their own particular houses ; 
whilst the chaVacter of his rural soeuery was exactly the 
same .in Cowper’s experienca of England as in their own. 
So that^ in all these features, thsy recognised thdr country- 
man and thete conteittpoxary, who saw things from the same 
station as themselves ; whilst his moxal denunciations upon all 
gn^at public questhma then afloat were cast in the ^-ery same 
mould of ccmscientioUs prhtmle.as their own. . In Bii>]ng 
ihat^ 1 moah upon all quefitioim whers the- moral fwarings of 
the case ^ in the slatre-teade, de cacke L ete) were 

open to no doubt Thsyel! agrcled m beix^ vexy solicitous 
in a point which evidently gives no concern at all to a French- 
man, vhb tliat in her public and foreign acts their country 
should be in the right In oclier reepSete, upon politics, 
there^were great differences exf o|)inlcm| 'especially throughout 
the American War,->.unl^ the French l^vcdution began to 
change its fltst featUf^jsS -of promise. After a great 
monotony of opinion prsvmh^ for lAany years amongst all of 
that doss. 



CHAPTER II 

THE AnrLioiibsr of ohxlohood^ 

Aboitt the close of my rixth year , Unddenty the flrat chapter 
of my life came to a 'violent termination ; that chapter 
whichj even within the gates of recovered Paradise^ might 
merit a Temembience. Life is FiniAei I ” was the secret 
misgiving of my heart ; for tlie heart of infancy is as appre- 
hensive 08 that of maturest wMom in relation to any Capital 
wound inflicted on the happinm ** Life {§ FiniAcd I 
Fviiuihed ii is I** was the hidden meaning that^ faalf-unoon- 
sciously to myself, lurlced within my ai^C ; and» as bells 
heard from a distance on a summer evening seem charged at 
times with an articulate form of words, some monitory 
messnge, that rolls round unceasingly, even so for me some 
noiseless and subteiraneous voice seemed to chant continu- 
ally a secret'' wjsrd, made audible only to my own heart — 
that *hiow is the blossoming of life withered for ever.” 
Not that such words formed thetns^ves vocally within my 
ear, or issued audibly from my lips : but such a whisper 
stole silently to my heart Tet in what sense could (hat be 
truel For an infant not more than, tfz years old, was it 
possible that the promises of life ^d ^een really blighted ? 

I 

1 This (Raptor is mainly a mprodnctloD, bnt with ahsrations, 
oiofttisns, and addltldui, of portions ot the Su^ria de Prohmdis *' 
articles in iUudsfoodi fbr 1845 ; but there are tinges from the auto- 
biographic amcii In Taii for F^hruary 1884 and also firdni the first 
antobi^rapblo sketdi in Ho^'s Inatntotor for 1851. The title of the 
chapter is retained from Biackmod,--'1IL 
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or its golden pleasuree exliausted ? Had 1 seen Home ^ 
Had 1 read Milton f Had I heard Moz^ ? Na St- 
Peter’s, the Paradiae Lost^ the divine nielSlies of Dm • 
Qiovmni^ all alike were as yet unrevealed to me, and not , 
more thioiis^ the accidents of my position than through 
the necessity of my yet iftper&ct sensibilities. Raptures 
tliere might be in arrear^ b ut raptures are m odes <rf 
inyM^ pleasure. The peace, the rest, the central secarity 
v^’cliL belong lb love that is past all understanding — these 
could retum,no more. Such a love, so unfathomable — such 
a peace, so unvexed by storms, or the fear of storms — had 
brooded over thoae &ur latter years of my infancy, which 
brought me into speciid relations to my ddest sister ; she 
being at thia period three years older than rnyst*]!. The 
circumstanoes which attended the sudden dilution of this 
most tender oonuection I will here rehearac. And, that I 
may do so more intdligibly, I will first describe that serene 
and sequestered position which we occupied in lifo.^ 

Any expression of personal vanity, uitruding upon im- 
passipned records, is fatal to their effect — as being incom- 
imtible with that absorption of spirit and that self-oblivion 
in which only deep passion originates, or can find a genial 
home. It would, Acrdbre, to myself bo exceedingly painful 

^ As oocRsions arifio in these Sketdics, when, merely for the pnr- 
posos of intelligibility, it becomes requisite to coll into notice such 
personal distinctions in my fiuuily as, otherwise might be unimportant^ 

I here record the entuc lirt of my brothen and sutors^ accoMing to 
their order of Bucoession ; and Mfitonically 1 include mys^f ; having 
suruly as much logical right to count myself in the series of my own 
brothers as Milton couldliave to pronounce Adam the goodliest of his 
own sous. First and last, we counted as eight children — viz., four 
broHien and four sisters, ^ough never ootmtlng more than six living 
at once— via, 1. older than myself by more than five 

years; 2. JgWsa^ j *8, who dM in her 4ib Sfear; 4.j 

« Jfwry ; fi. SySSH; certainly not theigoodliest man of men since bom t 
uy teoihen ; fi. Bkha/rdt known to us all by the household name of i 
P Wk who in his after years tilted up and dwn what might then be ' 
called bis Britannic M^ieBty’t Oceans (vhL, the Atlaniio and Pacific) 
in the quality of miAhipman, until Waterloo in one day put an 
extbiguiAer on that whole generation of midshipmen, by extinguish- 
. Ing all further call Ihr their services ; 7. a second Jana ; 8. 2/imry, 

' a posthumous child, who belonged to ikasonose College, Oxford, and 
died about hia 28th year. 
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tliat even a filnulow, or so much as a seaming expression of 
that iendi'iioy, should cx'eep into these retnmiscences. And 
yet, on the other hand, it is so iin2)ossible, without laying 
an injiirious resti'aint u^ion the natural inc»\emeiit of such 
a narnitive, to xirevent oblique gleams roach tlio reuiler 
from such ciroumstances of lii^friiry or aristocratic elegance 
.lb surrounded my childhooil, that on all accounts 1 think* 
it better to tell liiiu, from the firsts witli the piinplicity of 
truth, in what order of society my faimly moved at the time 
•fi-oin which, this prdiminary narrative is dated, Otherwise 
it might happen that^ mei^y by re{KKrting faiilifully the 
facts of tliis early experience, I’ could ha^ly prevent the 
iHiader from teceiving an impression as of some higher rank 
than did really belong to my &inily. And this imprebsioii 
might seem to have been'designedly insinuated by myself. 

^ ■* My fatlier was a merchant ; not in the sense of Scotland, 
where it means a retail dealer, one, for instance, who sells 
grucorioa in a odlar, but in the English sense, a sense 
rigoixiusly exclusive ; that is, lie was a man enpa|g d .in 
f orcujn comiuerce, and no other ; .thcre&re, 
commei^, anXluo other: — which last limitation of* the 
idea is iiniioitant, because it brings him within the befneBt 
of (Ji^i’o'a condescendi ng diaiinc^^^ as one w'ho ought 
to be despii^ cerlsdnly, but notl^'intenBely lo be desinscd 
eyen by a Roman senator. He — this imperfectly despicable 
iqan — died at an early age, and very soon after the inci- 
dents ivcorded in this chapter, leaving to his family, then 
consisting of a wife and six children, an u nburdened estate 
2»roducing exactly XI 600 io-year.^ Naturally, therefore, at 
the date of my narrative — whilst ho was still living — he hod 
an income very much’ larger, from the addition of current 
commercial profita. Nbw, to any man who is acquainted 
with commercial life as it exists in England, it wUl readily 

1 Cicero, in a weU-kiiown passage of his JSGms, speaks of 
trade as in^eemably base, if petty, bat as not so absolutely felonious' 
if wholesale. • 

‘ His gravestone in the churchyard of St Anne’s, Manchester, 
bore this inaoiiption: ** Thomas Qnincey, merchant, who died July 
17% aged ^0 yeara” This information is Arom a paper by Mr. 
JoliuBnus in voh V. (1S79) of the Papers and Proomlngs of the 
Maiiehester Literary CSub.— M. 
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ocoor, that in an Eu^lihli family of tlial cldha — 

ojnileut, tliougli not oniiiliaticully rtclh in memmtile Cfiti- 
uiatu — the (lomobtic economy is pretty sure to move npmi a 
Bca|£,^f IJlHjrality altop^ther unknown amongst the curre- 
f«]) 02 uUiig oi'ders in Tdnngii nations. The establish men! of ' 
servants, for "^inslSitce,**TS' •such houses, measured even 
nunurteally agurinst those ostablishments in other luilions, 
would somewhat siirpriae the fotcign appraiser,* himjily as, 
iutei-])reting the lelativo station in* society otxujiicd by the 
English moi^'liant. But this same ostablisliQieni, wliexi 
meatiured by the quality and' amount of the provision made 
fur its eonifuit, and* even elegant aceommodatiou, vrouid 
fill him witli twotbld astonishnieni^ as interpreting equally 
the social ^iiluation of the English mercliant and alsii the 
social valii^ion of the £u|;li8h^c$;^aQt : for, in the truest 
sense, England is the iiaradise of houseliblld servanla lahciul 
hous^eepitjg, in fact^ as extending itself to the nieauc&t 
servants, and the disclain of j>ctty parsimonies^ are peculiar 
to EngWd. And' in this respect the families of English 
merchants, os a olass^ far outrun the scale* of expenditure 
prevalent, not only amongst, the corrdifix)nding bodies of 
continental nations, but «von Hin ..iinnvi^r sections 

of our own nobility— «thou^ .confessedly the most splendid 
in Europe ,* a fact which, dnoo the period of my infmicy, 1 
have had many personal opportunities for Verifying both in 
England and in Ireland. Prom this peculiar anomaly, 
utfecting the domestic ec^momy of English merchants, thcie 
arises a disturbance upon the usual scale for measuriiig the 
relations of rank. The equation, so to speak, between rank 
and Uie ordinary expressions of rank, lyhich usually runs 
parallel to the graduotiems of expenditure, is here inter- 
rupted and confounded, so that one rank would be collected 
from the name of tiie occupation^ and another rank, much 
higher, from the splendour of the domestic ni^nage , 1 worn 
the reader, therefore (or, rather, my explanai ion liar- already 
warned him), that he is ;not to infer, &om any casual indi- 
GatiouB of luxuqr or elegance, a corresponding elevation of 
rank, 

We^ the children of the house, stood, in fact, upon the 
very haziest tier in the social scaffolding fur all good 
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iuRueuces. The prayer of — “ ^ive luo neither poverty 

nor richcB ” — woh realised for us. That blessJuK we hod, 
being neither too high nor ton low. High enoiigli we wei'e 
to see models of good manners^ of self- respect, and of 
simple dignity ; obscure enough to be left in the sweetest 
of solitudes. Amply fumisht^^with all the nobler benelits 
of wealth, with ejctra means of health, of intellectual cul- 
ture, and of elegant enjoyment^ on the other hand, we knew 
nothing of its social distinctionB. Not depressed by the con- 
sciousness of privations too sordid, not temjited into rust- 
les8ne.ss by the consciousnesb of ^irivileges too asjiiring, we 
l iad no motives for shame, w e had none for pride. Grateful, 
alsorto this hour 1 am that, Amidst iusui'ies in all things 
else, we were trained to a Sparta n siinnlicity of diet — that 
we fared, in fact, very much less sumptuously than the 
servants. And if (after the mo<lel of the Emperor Marcus 
Aurelius) T should return thanks to Providence for all the 
separate blessings of my early situation, these four 1 would 
I single out as worthy of special commemoration — thdft I lived 
in a rustic solitiido ; that this solitude was in England that 
my infant feelings were moulded by the g entlest o f w sterB. 
and not by horrid, pugilistic brothers ; 1 and 

they were dutiful and loving membeis of a pure, holy, and 
magniiiceut cbuich. 

The earliest iiicidcuts in my lifo which left stings in my 
fiiemury so as to be remembered at this day were two, and 
both before I could have completed my second year ; namely, 
Hrht, a rem ar^ ble dre^^ .of terrific grandeur about a 
fovo^ite mime, is inteTesUng to myself for this reason 
— ^that n demonhtraW^ my dreaming tendencies to have l)cen 
constitutional, and nut deiiendent upon laudanum ^ ; and, 
t secondly, the fact of having connect^ a ^profo und sense of 

^ Tt Ih tnze that in those days paireffuric elixir was occasionally 
given to children m colds ; and in this medicine there is a small pro- 
Itortion of lflu<lauuni. But no medicine was ever atlmiiilstured to 
any mendxir of our nnrsery except under medical sanction ; and 
this, assuredly, would not have been obtained to the exhibition of 
laudanum in a case sneb as mine. Fur I was not more than twenty- 
one monthA old ; at whic)i age the action of opium is capriciouj^ and 
tlierefore iieriliras. 
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pathos with the reappearance, very early in the spring, of 
Boxi^ crocusesL This I mention as inexplicable; for such 
annual resurrectious of plants and flowers affect us only as 
memorials, or suggestions of somo higher cliange, and there- 
fore in connection with the idea of death ; yet of dcatli I 
friiihl, at that time, have liad*no experience whatever. 

This, howevel*, T was speedily to acquire. My two eldest 
sisters — eldest of three ihm Ihing, and also elder than ni> - 
self — were summoned to an early death. The first who 
died was Jana, about two years older than myself. SIjo 
was three and a half, 1 one andl a half, more or less by 
some trifle that 1 ^do not recollect^ But death was then 
scarcely intelligible to me, 'and 1 could not so properly be 
said to sufl‘er sorrow as a sad perplexity. There was an- 
other death in the bouse about the same' time — ^viz., of a 
maternal grdndmotlier ; but, as she hail come to us for the 
express purpose of dying in her daughter’s society, and 
Iroin illness had lived perfectly secluded, our unrsery circle 
knew her but little, and were certainly more affected by 
tlic death (which I witnessed) of a beautiful bird — ^viz., a 
klngfieAier, which had been injured ftn accident With 
my sister Jane’s death (though otherwise, as I have said, 
less sorrowful than perplexing) there was, however, con- 
nected an incident which made a most fearful impression 
upon mysdf, deepening my tendencies, to tboughtfulnesa 
and abstraction beyond what would seem credible for my 
years. If there was one thing in this world from which, 
more than from any other, natuM h^^^^ to :^volt, 
it^wM teut^lity and. 'riolence/*' 59ow, a whisper arose in 
the family that a female servant^ who by accident was** 

^ The same ttrBYeatone.ni St Anne’s canMThY.ird^ Mnnrlis ste r, which 
recorded the date of the d^h of be > nni'er in 1 foot- 

note, p. SO) Teoorded the dates of the desAs of the two sisters. 
The words axe Also of J ane Qaince y^ daughter of tiiomas and miza- 
hetb Qolaoey, bom Septemiifi IB, 1786, md .Maxcdi 1790. Also ol 
Eliza beth Qai Aoey, theip dang^tex, who dk^d June 2, 1792, aged 
9 yeitts.’*^ Tf this Is eorreot, Bd Qainew, though ri^t in giving the 
age of lus lister Jane, at Ike time of hw death, as three and a half 
ypaie, seeort to bo wrong in making her older than himself. She was 
yonnger than himself by a whole yeaz,— he being in the fifth year of 
his age when she died. His memory hare seems to have rerersed 
their nlatioiis of age.-— M. 
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drawn off from her proper duties to attend my sister Jane 
for a day or twjo, had on one occasion treated her hiirshly, 
if not brutally ; and as this ill-treatment happened within 
three or four days of her death, so tliat the occasion of it 
must hare been some fketfulness in the poor child caused 
by lier sufferings, naturally there was a sense of awe and 
indignation diffused through the funily. ” 1 believe the 
story never reached my mother, and possibly it was ex- 
aggerated ; but upon me the effect was terrific. 1 did not 
often see the person charged with this cruelty^ but, when 1 
did, my eyes sought the ground ; nor could I have borne 
to look her in the face ; not, however, in any spirit tliat 
could be called anger. The feeling wliich fel}^,ttpon me 
wasa shuddering h^or,^a4'ii]^n' a first glimpse of the 
t^th that I'ms m'^Vorld of evil and strife. Though 
bom in a large town (the town of Manchester, even then 
among the largest of the island), 1 had passed the whde of 
my childhood, except for tiie few earliest weeks, in a rural 
sedusion.^ With tl^e innocent little sifters for playmates, 
deeping always amongst them, and shat up for ev^ in a 
silent garden from all knowled^ of poverty, or oppre-sbion, 
or outrage, I had not suspected until this moiflent the true 

^ Do Qaincey was born in Manchester on the 16th of Augnat 1786, 
and was baptiz^ on the 23d of September, as appears from the 
Register of Baptisins in St. Anne’s Church of that city. September 
23, 'Hionias, son of Thomas and Elizabeth Qaincey,” is the xccortl, 
showing that his samame in his infancy^ and for an xadeflnite period 
afterwi^s, was simply Qumedy. Thon^ he was bom, as ho here 
distinctly tells ns, in Manchester (par^ular street now nnknown, 
though there have been attempts to identify it, and even the particular 
liouho m it), the fmit, also distinctly mentioned here, that he silent all 
his infancy, after the first few weeka. ^ **a nira l, seclusicyn .” has to 
be ivonie in mind. T]ll_l^,l^ie fiuiihy mdiileunc was a i ustic coltn^. 

_ Tt' FWiti* ^'■ni '"litil- wa’y ont oTTlJncTiesfcr ; affer" whidB'it 
'A iJi in**’-':' ^>'la wlu^ ht lather "had bpilt about a 

mile ont of Manchester, in what was then a rural suburb, thoagh it 
has long been absorbed into the great town, and now forms a diKtrict 
of the town itself, called commonly GrcenAcya, derived by extension of 
the same apparently from its origillal applientinn to one notable 
mansion. Biographers of De Quincey have till lately been strangely 
unanimous in the blunder of making him bom at Greenhay, —a blunder 
fh>m which even his tombstone in St. Outhbeit’s Churchyard, Edin. 
buigli, ifl not free. ** Bom Chrunhay, near ManAeaier,*' is part of 
the in^ption. — M. 
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compluxion of fho world in which mysulf and my Hihtcrh 
were living. Houceforward tho cliaracter of my thoughts 
changed greatly ; for m repremi/tative are some acts, that one 
single case of the clues is suffident to throw open before you 
the whole theatra of posslbi^ties in that direction. I nevei 
iieard that the woman accused of this entity took it at all to 
heart, even after the event which so immediately succeeded 
had reflected upon it a more painful cmx>hasis. But for 
myself, that incident had a lasting revolutionary power in, 
colouring my* estimate of life.. 

So passed away from earth one of those three sisters llmt 
made up my nursery playmates ; and so did my acquaint- 
ance (if such it could he called) commence with mortality. 
Yct^ in fact) 1 know little more of mortality than that Jane 
had disappeared. She had gone away ; hut , , })e rha p By she 
would ^ome. bock, Ilappy interval of heaven- horn igno- 
rance ] ^ Oradoua immunity of inflincy jErom sorrow dispro- 
portioned to its strength t I was sad for Jane’s absence. 
But still in my heart I trusted that she would come again. 
S ummer and wint er c ame^^in~crocuBe8 and ^ roses; why^ 
not little Jime ? 

Thus easily was healed, then, the first wound in my infant 
heart. Not so the second For thou, dear, noble Elizab eth, 
around whose ample brow, «s often as thy sweet count^ance 
rises upon the darkness, I fancy a Uann of light or a gleam- 
ing aureola^ in token of thy premature intellectual grandeur 
—thou whose head, for its superb developments, was the 
of-tonishment of science ^ — ^thou next, but a^r an interval of 

' ** -The oureoZa is the naiae given in the ’'Legends of 

tlie Chnstian Saints ” to that golden diadem or circlet of Bupematnial 
light (that as it is commonly called m English) which, amongst 
tHh great masters of painting in Italy, sarrounded fhe'heada of Christ 
and of dutinguished saints. 

’ " T^s astimi^mmi 0 / scimee *^ medical attendants were 
Dr. Perdval, a well-known literary pfaysieian, who had been a cone, 
spondent of Oondorcet,' D’Alembert, etc., and Sir. Charles VThite, the 
mnst distinguished surgeon at^that time fn the North of England. It 
was he who pronounced her head to lie the finest in its development of 
any that he liad ever seen — an assertion which, io my own knowledge, 
he repeated in after years, and with enthnaia^. That he had some 
acjiaaintance wi1& the subject may be presumed firoin this, that, at so 
early a stage of such inquiries, he had published a work on human 
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hajipy thou alsn wcrL f<nmiiioned away fi-om out 

nursery ; anil the ni^ht wliich for me gathered upon that 
event ran after my steps far into life ; cuul perhapi^ at tT]i^4 
day 1 rcseiiihle little for good or fOr ill that which else 1 
should have been. Pillar of that didst go before me to 
guide and to quicken — pillar of darkness, wh^ thy counten- 
ance waa turned ^ay to Qod, that didst too truly reveal to 
my dawning fears the secret diadow death, by what 
mysterious gravitation was it that heart had been drawn 
to thine 7 Could a dhQd, mx years old, plac^ any special 
value upon intellectual forwardness 7 Serene and capacious 
as my sisteris mind appeared to me upon after revieu’, Wtis 
that a charm for stealuig away the heart of an infiiut 7 Oh 
no I 1 think of it nou> with -interest, because it lends, in a 
birangeris ear, some justification to the^excess of my fondness. 
But then it was lost upon me ; -or, if not lost, was perceived 
only through its effects. Badst thou been an uliot, my 
sister, not thiT less I must have loved thee, having that 
capacious heart--*overflcwing, even as mine overflowed, with 
tendemeas, &trun|g, even as mine this strung, by the necessity 
of loving and being loved. This it was u^Ueh crowned thee 
with beauty and power 

Love, the holy sense, 

Best gift of God, in thee was most intense.'* 

That lamp of Paradise' was, for myself, kindled 1^ reflec- 
tion from the living jjght which burned so steadiasUy in 
thee ; and never but to thee, never again sbee Hh/y departure, 
had 1 power or temptafionv- courage or desire, to utter the 
feelings which possessed me. ‘For 1 was the shyest of 

craniology, supported by measureiadbts of hfw^ ssleeted from all 
vanetiea of the human q^eeiea Meanthn^ a* it ‘Would grieve mo that 
any trait of whet seem vamto riKmlA.ars^ this record, I 
wiU admit that my eisterdied qf hyd BOosu hatta j sod it has been often 
supposed that the prematuro expimsl^^flie tntrilect in cases of that 
dtasi is altogetlier morbid-*^ibroed oit; in by Uw mere stiuinlation 
of the disease. I would, however, su^ksst* u a possibility, tbe very 
opposite order of iriatieii tha disease and the mtellectuAl 

maaifsstatious. Not the dlseasa may always hare caused tbe pieter- 
natural growth of the intellect hut, inversely, this growth of the 
mtelleet coming <m apontaafotisly, and ouftutming the capacities of the 
physical structure^ may have caused the disease. 
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children ; and, at all fitagefl of life, a niilural yeuse of ])crfl()ual 
dignity held nie back fi'uxn exposing the least ray of fedingB 
which I was not encouraged tcAoHy to reveal. 

It is needless to pursuer dronmstautially, the course of 
that sickness which carried off my leader and companion. 
She (according to my recollecUon at this moment) was just 
iis near to nihe'y^ean as 1 to six.^ And pferhaps this natural 
precedency in authority of years and judgment, united to 
the tender humility with whi^ ahe declined to assert it, had 
been amongst the faseinafiems of her presence. It was upon 
a Su nday evenin g, if such c^jeetuxM <jan be trusted, that 
lEe^park of fatal fire fell upon that train of predispositions 
to a brain complaint which had hitherto slumbered within 
her. She had been permitted to drink tea at the horse of a 
lalxiuring mast) the lather of a favourite* female servant. 
The sun had set when she rei^med, in the company of this 
servant, through meadows reeking with exhalations after a 
fervent day. Fnnn jih^at day she yok ened. In such circum- 
stances, a child, “aT young as myselCfecls no anxieties. 
Looking upon medical men as people privileged, and naturally 
commissioned, to make war upon pain and sickness, 1 never 
had a misgiving about the result. I grieved, indee<1, that 
my sister ^ould lie in bed ; I grieved still more to hear 
her^mj^n. But all this appeared to me no more than as a 
night"*(ff trouble, on which the dawn would soon arise. 0 1 
moment of darlmesB and delirium, when the dder nurse 
awakened me from that delusion, and launched Ood s 
thunderbolt at my l^eort in the assuxance that my sister 
MUST die. Rightly it is said of utter, utter misery, that it 
» catmot be I|yjtf^a jMapemLe^ 

swa llowe d u p in itp py n chw. BlaiA anarchy and oonfosiou 
at mind me. "H^af and blind I was, aa I reeled 

under the revehtioxt ' I wuh not to recall the circuvuriances 
of that time, when nty agony was at its height, and' hers, in 
another sense, was approving, it is to say, that all 

• 

^ For JIM DeQidnccyidioiiie hem hm written MiwM. Soeprerious 
fbotnotes, p. 33 and p. 34. 

s stcKid in Udmsgiziahle trai^ 

And agony which cannot be remeEiber’d." 

m Ciflertdfftt*s Jtmorse. 
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was soon over; and the morning of that day had at last 
arrived which looked down upon her innocent face, sleeping 
the sleep fioin which there is no awaking^ and upon me 
Rorrowii^ the sorrow for which tliere is no consolation. 

"'On tiie da; after my sistez^’s death, whilst the sweet 
temple of her brain was yet unfiolated by human scrutiny, 
I formed my own sdicme for seeing her oiice moie. Not 
for the world would I have made tliis known, nor have 
suffered a witness to accompany me. I had never heard of 
‘ feelings that take the name of ** Gikntimental,*^noT dreamed 
of such a possibility. But gdef, e yen^in. a ohild, haJtcs 
the ligh;^ and shrinks from htunau^i^es. Tlie^'hoa^ was 
large enough to fiaVe im sSiix^s^ ; and by one of these T 
knew that about mid-day, when all would be quiet (for 
the servants dined at one o’clock), I could steal up into 
her diamber. I imagine that* it was about an hour after 
high noon when 1 reached the diamber^oor ; it was locked 
but the key was not taken away. Entering, I closed the 
door BO softly, that, although it opened upon a ball which 
ascended through all the storeys, no echo ran along the silent 
walla Then, turning round, I sought my sister’s face. But 
the bed had been moved, and the back was now turned 
towards myself. Nothing met my eyes but one large 
window, wide open, through which the s ^ ^ yf pj|i(}gqn ; »p| »|» at 
mid-day was showering down torrents ^q>lcndour. The 
weather was dry, the sky was cloudless, bloQ..depth8 
raemed the exprera types of inffnily ; and it was not possible 
for eye to behold, or for Heart to conceive, any symbols more 
pathetic of life and the glory of Ufa. 

^L et me pause for one instant in approaching a remem- 
brance so affecting for my own mind, to mention that, in 
the “Opium Oonfessions,” 1 endeavouzed to explain the 
reason why death,' other conditfons remaining the same, js 
mote ptofonndly" affecting in toniroe r th an in other parts 
year — so far, at rast,' as 'S h liAle to any modifii^ 
tion ai'aQ from accidents of soeneiy or season. The 'reason, 
as I there suggested, lies In the antegonim between the 
tropical redundancy of life in sunmer, and the frozen 
sterilities of the grave. The summer we see, the grave we 
haunt with our thoughts ; the glo^ js^a^nd Jhe dark- 
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ness 18 within U 8 j and, the two coming into collision, each 
(-valf^ thi- iithof mto atrongcr relief. in my case, there 

was even a Bubtlei reason W'hy the summer hail this nitt^ixKi' 
power of vivifying the spectacle or the thoughts of death. 

recollecting it, I am struck with the trutli, that far 
more of our deepest thought# and feeliugs pass to us tliro^h ^ 
perplexed combiiiations of eoiiqrdp objects, pass to us as' 
t nwjirfe s (if I may coin that word) in compound exporieuceA 
incapable of being disentangled, than ever reach us directly^ 
and in their aown abstract shapea It had happened, that- 
amongst our vast nursery collection of books was the Bible 
illustrated with many pictures. And in lung dark eveningM, 
as my tliree sisters with xuyself sat by the findight round tho 
guard^ of our nursery, no book was so much in request 
amongst us. It ruled ns and swayed us as mystcrluiisly os 
music. Out younger nurse, whom we all loved, would 
sometimes, according to her simple powers, endeavour to 
e\plain what we found obscure. We, the chiMreiij were all 
constitutionally touched with j|^)cnsiv(m^eFis " { the litl'ul gloom 
and Bpdden lan ^enc les of the room by firelight suited our 
evening state ofTeelmgs ; and tliey suited, oIbo, the divine 
revelations of power and mysterious beauty which awed ua 
^ Above all, the story of a just nm p — man and yet not man, 
real alxive all things, ana " y 4 t iteadowy above all things — 
who hod suffered the passion of death in Palestine, slept 
upon our minds like early dawn upon the watera The 
iiiii'se knew and explained to us the chief diffci'ences in 
oj'icntnl climates ; and all these differences (os it happens) 
express themselves, more or loss, in varying relations to the 
great accident^ and powers of summer, cloudless siin- 
^ lights of F^yria — those seemed to argue everlasting summer ; 
the disciples plucking the ears of com — that nmt be summer ; 
but^ above all, the very name of Pe Jm Sunday (a festival in 
the English Church) troubled me lifesuTSntfiexp, ** Sunday f ” 
what was that t That was the day of peaee which masked 
another peace deeper than the heart of man can comprehend. 

^ “ TJiG gutjril" — T know not whether the word in a local one in 
this sense. What 1 mean is a sort of ftfnder, four or five feet liigh, 
which locks np the to ffom too near an approach on the part of 
cbildnai. 
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“ Palms ! wliat were tliey ? Tluit was an equivocal word ; 
pjiliuR, ni the sense of trophies, expressed the pomps of life ; 

as a product of nature, expressed the pomps of 
suinnier. Yet etiU even thu explanation does not suffice ; it 
was not merely by the peace and by the summer, by the 
deep sound of rest below all Seat and of ascending glory, 
that 1 had been haunted. It was also because Jerusalem 
stood near to those deep images both in time and in place. 
The great event of Jeiusdem waa at hand when Palm 
Sunday" Wne; and the" scene of that S^da/was near in 
place to'^Tenisalem. What then was Jerusalem? Did I 
fancy it to be the omphdloB (navid) or physical centre of the 
earth 7 Why should tkai affect me 7 Such a pretension 
had once been made for Jerusalem, and once for a Oredan 
city ; and both pretensions had become ridiculous, as the 
figure of the planet became, known. Yes ; but if not of the 
earth, yet of mortality, for earth’s tenant^ Jerusalem, had 
now become the mfhalot and absolute centre. Yet how 7 
There, on the contrary, it was^ as we iufonts understood, 
that mortality had been trampled under foot True ^ but, 
for that very reason, there it was that mortality had opened 
its very gloomiest crater. There it was, indeed, that the 
human h^ risen on wings the grave; but, for that 
reason, there also it was that the divine had been swallowed 
up by the abyss ; the lesser star ^uld not rise, ^fore, the 
greater riiould, jnibmit jfo ^lipsa'' Summer," %erefore, had 
coiinected itadf witji d^th, not merely as a mode of an- 
tagonism, but also as a phenomenon tamught into intricate 
relations with death by scgi^tural scenery and event^ 

Out of this digi^eiBion, for the purpose of showing how 
inextricably my fwihgs and ima^ qt death were entangled « 
with those of aummer, as oonneet^ with Palestine and 
Jerusalem,, let me come back to the bedchamber of my sister. 
From the gorgeous simlight I tumed round to the coipse. 
There lay the sweet iffiildisii figur6 ; Ibeie the angel face ; 
and, as people usually Unqf^ was said in the house that 
no features had sufe]^ any change. Sad they not 7 The 
forehead, iadeod^the serene and noble forehead — that might 
be lha same ; but the 'foosen cydidi^ the darkness that 
seemed to stol fmm beneath them, the marble lips, the 
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Atitfening bondA, laid palui to palm, as ii’ ivpf^ating Ibo 
BTipphciitions of oloBiiig axigniah — coiild tlieAo be mirttabeii 
for life ? Had it been ao, wherefore did 1 not spring to those 
heavenly lips with tears and neijgivending kisses ? But so it 
WHfl not. I stood diecked fbT a moment ; awcj not fear, fel l 
’i]! n mo : nr.d, wldlst I stood) a solemn wind oegan toblow 


"TlT'i.iiidi *^1 iiiiLt ear ever heard. It was a wi nd tliat might 
have swept the fiedds of mortality for a tboSsa^ ceutiiricR 
Many times sinoe^ upon summer days, when the sun is about 
the hottest, T have remark^ the same wind arising and 
uttering the same hollow, solemn, Memnonian.^ but saintly 


^ -For the sake of lUany readara, whube hrsiitM^ 

may go along eaxncatly with a record of inikiit sorrow, but whoMo * 
course of life has not ailoved ibem mudi leisure for study, I pause 
to explain^— that the ^**"*^"" lu the British Museum, that 

Aublime head which wears upon its Ups a smile co-extoubhe with all 
time and all spacer an iBonian smile of gracious love and Panlike 
mystery, the moat diSusive and pathetically divine that the hand of 
man has cieated, is lepreesiLted on the authority of ancient trarlitions 
to have At mnrise, or„|Qon^afte^ as the sun's rays had 

accu!>i re i l:i ii to rarity the' air withjn certain cavitios iii 

tho bust, a solemn and di]|(e-like serkp of iotmiatiods ; the simple 
explanation* being, in its genual 'ouHlh?, ihls-^tlSat' sonorous currents 
of air were produced by causing chambers of cold and heavy air to 
press upon other collections of ah, warmed, and therefore ruified, 
and therefore yielding readily to the pressure of heavier air. Currents 
being thus establish^ by artificial amngements of tubes, a oertahi 
Buccessioxl of notsk could be concerted and sustained. Near the Red 
By h e a chism of system, of grooves 

luosralatuig vnUi'each oth^, biHMunk vocal' 'under ohaiigiiig circuia* 
stauces in the position of the sun, et<x X kneu a buy who, upou 
observing steadily, and refieoiing upon a phenomenon that met him in 
his daily experience— vis., that tubei^ thxou^ which a stiesm of 
water was passing, gave out ,a ^bry different sound according to the 
Varying sleudemess or hihieu of the current— devised an inshrumcilDt 
that yielded a rude hy drauHc gam''t of vmnds ; and, indeed, uiion 
this simple phenommbn K ftb^d's!' ihe a«e Siid power of stetho- 
scope. For exactly so a thin thread of water, viokling through a 
leaden tube, yieldA a etriduhius and plaintive sound compared with 
the full volume of sound oorre^ndiug lo the full volume of waters 
on parity of pxindplev, iiolndy wiH doubt that the ouirent of blood 
pounug through ihc tubes cd the human flrame will utter to the 
leamed ear, when amed with the stethoscope, an elaborate gamut or 
compass of music, recording the ravages ^f disease, or the glorious 
plenitudes of health, as fsithfally an the cavities within this ancieni 
Memnonian bust reported this mighty event of snnrise to the rejoicing 
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swell: it is ill Jhis world tlie one great andilde symbol of 
eternity. And tlixec times in my life liave I luipi>onc4 to 
lu’ar the sjiiiie sfiuiVd in tlic sdiue circuniatanees — viz., when 
btiunlixi^ between an open ^window and a dead body on a 
Huiiinie.rjihiy. ^ 

liisLanily, when my etir canglit this vast . dBolian intona 
tioii^ when my eye filled with the golden fiilhess of life, 
the pomps of the heavens above, or the glory of tlu* 
flowers below, and turning when it settled niMin the frost 
which overspread my sister’s face, instantly" a trance fell 
upon jine. A vault seemed to open in the zcnitli of the 
far blue sky, a shaft wliich ran up for ever. I, in spirit, 
rose os if ou billows that also ran up the shaft for ever ; 
and the billows seemed to pursue tne throne of God ; but 
that 'also ran before us and fied away continually. The 
flight and tho pursuit seemed to go on for ever and ever. 
Frost gathering frost, some 2&EBK '^bid of death, seemed 
* to repel me ; some mighty relation between God and death 
dimly struggled to evolve itself from the dreadful antngo* 
nisin Wtween them ; shadowy meanings oven yet continue 
to exercise and t<»naeut, in dreams, l^e deciphering oratde 
within me. I blept — for how long I cannot say ; slowly I 
recovered my self-possession ; an^ when I woke, fouiul 
myself standing, os before, close to my sister’s bed. 

T have reason to believe that a very long interval had 
elapsed during this wandering or suspension of my perfect 
mind. When 1 re.tumed to myself, there was a foot (or I 
fancied so) on tlie stairs. 1 was alarmed ; for, if anybody 
lind defected me, means would hare been taken to prevent 
my coming again, • Hastily, therefore, I kissod the lips that 
T should kiss no more, and slnnk, like a guilty thing, with 
stealthy steps friim the room. Thus perished tho vision, 
loveliest amongst all the shows which earth has revealed 
to me ; thus mutilated was ihe pariiug which should have 
lasted for ever ; tainted thus with fear was that farewell 
sacred to love and grief, to perftot love and to g^ that 
could x]Qt be healed 

world of li^tt and lifts— or, again, under the sad passion of the dying 
day, uttered the sweet requiein tbat belonged to its departnie. 



THE AFFLICTION OF CHILDHOOD 


43 


0 Ahiuuenui, eveilaBiing Jew P iable or uot a 
thou, wheiTSiBt startuig on thy endless pilgrimage of woe — f 
thou, when first flying through the gates of Jemsaloni, and * 
vainly yearning to leave the pursuing curse behind Ujee— - 
rouldst not more octtainly in the words of Christ have read ^ 
thy doom of endless sorrow, Ijrhen x^assing for i‘\cr 
frqm my si etffl ^s 'room. The mnu wm at my heart ; "and, i 
I may say, the iirom that could not die. Man is doubtless 
one by^ some some system of links, that wo 

cannot perceive^ extending from the new-born infant to the 
superannuated dotard : but, as regards many afleciion^ and 
passions incident to his nature at different stages, he is not 
ope, but an intermitting creature, .en<ljng and beginning 
anew ; Ibu unity of man, in this respect, is co-extensivc 
only with the particular stage to which the passion belongs. 
Some passions, as t)iat‘ of sexual love, ore celestial by one- 
lialf of their origin, animal and earthly by the other hiUf. 
These will not survive their own appropriate stage. But 
lov^* which is aliogeUier holy, like tliat between two childmi, 
ii^riv\|eg|iid to revisit b^ glimpses tlie silence and the dark- 
ness of de<3'ming yearn ; and^ jMSsubly, tliis final expenence 
in my sister’s bedroom, or some other in which her innocence 
was concerned, may rise again for me to illuminate the 
clouds of death 

On the day following this which 1 have recorded, came 
a body of medioal men to examine the brain, and the par- 
ticular nature of the complaint ; for in some of its symp- 
toms it liful shown perplexing anomalies. An hour after 
the Btraiigeis hud witlidrawn, I crept again to the room ; 
but the door was now locked, the key had been token 
away — and I was shut out for ever. 

ceremonial character) 
of war caring tliither. 1 was put into a carriage 

with Bomo gentlemen whom I did not know. They vrere 
kind and attentive to me; but naturally they talked of 
things disco nnected with t he occasion , and their conver- 
sation was n toimeiii At I was told to hold 

^ *^£veriaMing — der euiige Jude — which is the ronuuou 

German expression for ^'The Wauderiug Jew/* and snblimer even 
than otur own. 
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a white handkerchief to my eyea. Smpty hypocrisy 1 
What need had of masks or mockeries, whose heart 
died within him at every word that was uttered 7 During 
that port of the service which passed within the church, I 
made .in effort to attend ; but 1 sank back continually int(» 
my own solitary darkness^ and I heard little couscioimly, 
except some fugitive strains &om tiie sliUiute chapter of St. 
Paul, which in England is always read at burials.^ 

Lastly come that mogniffbant liturgical service which the 
English Church performs at the side of the grave ; for this 
chmroh does not foisake her dead #o long as &ey conlinue in 
the upper air, but waits for iW *r awy t ^nd solgiah iare- 
wdl/*^ at the aide of the gmve. fSire iB**£K;posed once 
and for the last time, eofflm Ail ^ea aiimy the 
record of namCi of aex, of age, and day of departure from 
earth — leeoids how shadowy ! and drqpp^ into darkness os 
messages addressed to worms. Almost at the very last 
comes the symbolic ritual, tearing and shattering the heart 
with volleying discharges, peal after peal, from the* fine 
artillery of woe. The coffin is lowered into its home.; it has 
disappeared from all eyes but'tbose that 1oo|e: down into the 
abyss of the grave. The sacristan stands ready, with his 
shovd of earth and stones. The priest’s. vid($e is heard once 
more — eaiih io earth — and immediately the dread rattle 
ascends from the lid of the coffin; aehee io aehes — ami 
again the killing sound is heard ; duet to duet — and the 
farewell volley announces that the grave, the coffin, the face 
are sealed up for ever and ever. 

Qxiefi tboa^a|?t classed amongst the depressing passions. 
And Me it is tbit thou humblest to (he "dust, but also 
ihott^^exaltest td tbe douds, IhoU ehakest as with ague, 
but also ^ thbu'niteadieit" like frost. Thou sickonest the 
heart, but also thou heaXest its infirmities. Among the 
very foremost of mine was yorbid sensibility t o shame. > 

* First E^piifle to Ocrinflua&s, chm xr., beginning at verse 20. 

* This bestttlihl expiessiDa,. X anr pretty certain, must belonjJ to 

Mrs. TroUope* ; I , read it, probably, in a tale of hers connected with 
the bschwOodaV' Anim tbe abseace or such a farewell 

roost usspeekabiy sggfavate tbe gloom at any rate belonging to a 
household smraticn of tost eternal ohiuacter oocuxring amongst the 
shadows of '|£i»e taSfiif fbresta 



TlfE AFFLICTION OP CUILmiOOD 


45 


And, teu yeoi'B afterwanlp, 1 usud to thrf»w my 
i^proaches mth regard to that infirmity into this shaiie — 
VIZ., that if 1 were wimmoned to neek aid for a penbhing 
fcltow-creaturo, and that } could obtain that aid only by 
facing a vaat company of critical or aneering faccB, 1 might, 
])evhapa, shrink basely from the duty. that no 

Buch case had cvhr actually oceutred*; so that it was a men* 
roiuanoe of casuis^y, tp tax myself with cowardice so shocking. 
Bnt to feel a^doubt wi^to fed condemnation ; an d the cr inic 
thntjnVy^^ jaaJ%any.eyfla. thn that had 

bcfil. Now, 1i4iwever, all was changed ; and, fi»r uxi\ tiling 
wEiSh regarded my eMer^s memory in one 'hour £ received 
p new he^ Once in Westmorland I saw a case rcsomhling 
it. I saw a ewe suddenly put off (vnd injure her own nature, 
ill a service of love — yes, dough it as dom^^etely as cv.er ser- 
pent sloughed his .dun. Her hunb had fallen into a deep 
trench, from which all escape waa hopeless without the aid of 
man. And to a man idie adyanoed, bleating clamorously, 
until he followed her and rescued her b<doved« Npt less was 
llie ch{iugc in myself,. * Ilfty thousand sheering faces would 
not have’ troubled me. aow ' in, c&y, office of tenderness to my 
sister’s memoiy. Ten legions WOw not have rejjclled me 
from seeking her, if there had chance that she could 

be found. Modkery I it was upon me. Laughter ! 1 
valued it not And when I was taunted insultingly with 
“my girlis h te aie,** that word had sting fyr me, 

excepl"*^ a vSEal* echo to the one eternal thought ^ my 
heart — that a girl was the sweetest thing which I, in my 
.short life, had knorwn — ^that a girl it was who had crowned 
the earth with beattly, and had ' opened to iny thirst 
fountains of pure odestial love^ ^m which, in this world, 
1 was to drink no more. 

Now began to unfdld themselves the ^opn aolatiana of 
s olitud e, those consolations which only^ I was desBh'ed' to 
tasteY now, therefore, began to open me those fasci- 
nations of solitude, which, ^iwhen Mting as a co^agenoy with 
unresisted grief, end in the ^pa^oaqcsd result of making 
out of gn^ itself a luxury;' sudb a luxury as finally 
becomes a snare, overhanging Jhfe itself, and the energies 
of life, with.growing menacea All deep fedings of a chronic 
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cloBS agree in thin, that they seek for euliiude, and are fed 
by solitude. Deep grief, deep love, how naturally do these 
ally themselves with religious feeling ! and all three —love, 
gnef, rtdigion — arc ht^unters of aolitfuj £laccs. l ^vc. griefi 
and the mystery of devotion — what were these without 
solitude 7 All day long, wheh it was^not impossible for me 
to do so, I sought the most silent and sequestered nooks 
in the grounds abont the house, or in the neiglibounug 
fielda The awful btillne((s ofUmtimes of summer noons, 
when no winds were abroad, the appealing «ilcnco of gray 
or misty afternoons — ^these were fioacinations as of witchcraft. 
Into tlie woods, into tJie desert air, 1 gazed, as if some comfort 
lay hid in tAsfik I wearied the heavens with my inquest of 
beseeching looka Obstinately I tormented the blue depths 
with niy scrutiny, sweeping them for ever with my eyes, and 
searej^g thcgi.fop o^.,angeb’G £a<ce l]iAt mig ht^t pe rhaps, have 
pemiMinon to roveal itself for a inotucnt. 

At this tiine^ and under this impulse' of rapacious grief, 
that grasped at what it could not obtain, the of 

shaxung images in the distanpq opt jq£, slight and 
grouping fheni aftvl* the ^yearnings of the heaft, i^w upon 
me in morlnd cxcesa And X re<^l at the present moment 
one instance of that sort, which may show how merely 
shadows, or a gleam of bri^tnes8,'or nothing at all, could 
furnish a sufficient basis for this creative faculty. 

. > On Sunday mornings I went with the rest of my £unily 
'to church : it was a church on the ancient model of Ehigland, 
having aisles, galleries,^ oigan, all things ancient and venerable, 
and the proportions majestic. Hero, whilst the congregation 
knelt through the long litany, as erften os we come to that 
Xvissagc, BO l^utiful amongst many that are so, where God is 
supplicated on behalf of ^ all sick persons and young 
children/' and that he would ^*diow his pity upon all 
prisoners and captives,” I wept in secret; raising my 
streaming eyes to the up][X)r windows of the galleries, saw, on 

• 

< OWtm'ttf '* .'—These, though condemned on Rome grounds by the 
lostoiers of anthentio church architectare, have, neverthdeaa, this 
oue advantage— tha^ when the of a church is that diniezision 
which most Of all sxptessss its shcrod character, galltstiea expound and 
interjiret that hei^ti 
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days when the snu was shininj*, a sjK'ciaclu us allVuting as 
ever prophet can have beheld. The sides of tlie windows 
were rich witli storied gloss ; through the deep purples and 
crimsons streamed the golden light ; embiazoniies of lieaveiily 
illaniination (from the sun) mingling with tlie eartlily 
embiazoniies (from art and fts gorgeous colouring of what 
is grandest in * man. There were the a postles that had 
trauipled upon earth, ami the glories of eartfi, out of celestiul 
love to man. " 2'here were the niartyrs that hiul borne witness 
to the truth ihrough dames, tErou^ tormeuts, and through 
armies of fierce, insulting faces. There were the ^iuts who, 
under iutoleTablc pangs, liod glorified God by meek submissiun 
to his will. And all the time, whilst this 'tumult of subliuic 
memorials heUd on as the deep chords from some accompaniment 
in the bass, I saw through the wide central field of thi* 
window, where the glass was imcoloared, white, fieocy clouds * 
sailing over the azure depths of the sky ; were ii but a 
fragment or a hint of such a cloud, immediately under the 
flash of niy sorrow-haunted eye, it gi ^ and^haped itself 
into i«;^onB of beds with white lawny curtm^T and in Uie 
beds lay nek rhiblroii,' dying tosehig in 
anguish, and weeping clamorously for death. God, for some 
mysti^riouB reason, could not suddenly release them from 
their pain ; but he suifered the beds, as it seemed, to rise 
slowly through the clouds ; slowly the beds ascended into 
the (Cambers of the air; slowly also his amis descended 
from the heavens, that ^and his young children, whom in / 
Palestine, once and for ever, he W blessed, though they 
must pass slowly through the dreadful chasm of separation, 
might yet meet the sooner. Them 

'rheee visions needed not tliat any sound '^ould speak* to me, 
or music mould my feelings. The hint from the litany, the 
fragment from the cloude — ^thoae and the storied windows 
were suificient But not the less the b lare of tiie tumultuou s 
organ wrought its own eoparate creations. And oftenBmei 
in anthems, when the mighty instruinent threw its vast 
columns of sound, fierce yet melodious, over tlie voices of 
the choir — high in arches, when it seemed to rise, surmount- 
ing and overriding the strife of the vocal parts, and gathering 
by strong coercion the total storm into unity — sometimeB I 
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seeiiLud to I’lbu and walk irinmpliautly upon tliobe cloudfl 
which, but a nionieiit before, I had looked up to as rnementoH 
of prostrate son'ow ; yes, sometimes under the transfigurationB 
of music, fel^f gdef i^f as of, a jlery chaript tor xuuuntinK 
victoriously iiho.Yfi ot grfef. 

God speaks to c hildrep, risoj.fe difeain s, and by the oracles 

that furk iiT IsuC m ^solitude, above all tilings, 

when made vocal to the medit&tive helurt by the truths and 
services of a national c&urcl^ Qod holds with diildren 
** communion wlisturbed." * MItude,* thouj^i it may be 
silent as ligh^ is^ like ligh^ lute mightiest of agencies ; for 
solitude is essential to mait All men come into this world 
afone; all leave it ofona' Evi^ a little child has adrearl, 
whif^ering conscdbttoesaj.ibat, if he be summoned to 

travel into God’s jtfesencei no ’gentlii'hibee will be allowed 
to lead him by the hand^ nor mother to cany him in her 
nmi 8 , 4 aor little sister ' to share his trepidations. King and 
priest, warrior and maiden, philosopher and child, all must 
walk those mighty galleries alone. The solitnd^ therefore, 
which in this world appals or foscixiates a ohild’e hwt, is 
but the echo of a ftr deep^ 8oUtude, ,ihn»ugh , which already 
he has passed, and of another s6Uti;i.4’e^ deeper 'still, through 
which he has to pass t xeflek of Wf s^tuda^prefiguiotion 
of another. " ' ‘ * 

« Oh, burden of solitude, that cleaysst to ntiui through every 
stage of his being 1 in his birth, which'. Aas\bee&-^in his life, 
which in his be-'-'imighty and essential 

solitude j that wBst,1Hr^ and art to 'be; thou broodest, 
like the Spirit of God moving uptm the surface of the deeps, 
over every heart ihi^ sleeps in the zmxseries of Ohristendom. 
Like the vast labomtay df tiie air, which, seeming to be 
nothing, or leas than $lia diadow of a diade, hides within 
itself the pdndples of all tbih^, solitude for meditarihg 
child is the A gripp g’a m inror of the unseen universe. Deep 
is the sulitnild*1Sr rniUSIus who, with hearts welling forth 
love, have none to' love them. Dsep is the solitude of those 
who, under seeret gciefa| bate none to, jdty them. Deep is 
the solitude of ihM' who, fighting with doubts or darkness, 
have none ip couxu^' th^ But deeper than the deepest of 
these 'solitn^ is i^t whkh broods over childhood under 
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the passion of sorrow — bringing before it, at intervals, the 
final solitude which watches for it, and is waiting for it within 
tlie gatosbof death. Oh, inightj and essential solitude, tliat 
wast, and art, and art to be ! t l^y kinudom. ia ma de perfect 
ill the^jgiwe ; but even over th^ that keep watch outside 
the" like myself, an .infnit. of rix yean old, thou 
stretchest out a s^ptre of &acinati(^' 


DREAM-BCHOffi* OF TRBSB lirFAKT BZPBBIENCES ^ 

' ' 

[Ifotice to Ohe Heador^^^-JSkat smii in^iisfeg er 8ett{n£|^ would produce 
little effect if he defiauded of his rays, and their jiifiuite 
reverberattoais. . *’9900 th)Dp}igh a fog,'* sen Coleridge, the 
noble daughter of Taylor ColaSdge> the golden, beaming 
suu looks like a doll Orangey or a red billlaM bsll/'^/fi^rod. to 
Byog, Xtt, p. olalL And this some analogy, psychelo^al 
experiences of or joy ffrat attain w^.entire ftuness 

of expression when they are reverberated jkom dreams. The 

yean tro gone Ivy; I am in the glmy oTydiith : Imt I JiavQ npw 
ilMt* with of^tpu ; and novr ilnt.tho ngnatiima of my 
chAdbl^xecipiuud itt eMsgtli ;'iiow flnH they swept iii npon the 
brnin with power and the |||f]nxdeiir of rocovmad Ufa] 

Oiifo ogiiin, after twelve interval, the nursery 

of my cliilJliood expSiuISTuSorB mo ; my sister was 
moaning in bed ; and 1 wns beginning to be restless 
with fears noit intelligible to zny^.. Once again the 
older nurse, hut wated to eoloaul proportions, stood 
as upon some Grecian stage with heir .nplifh^ hand, and, 
like the superb . towering . vmon^ * her children ^ 

in the nurspiy' at Coxiirih,* mhte me sensetesB to the . 

^ The paragn^h thus i^trodoeed wifti a snlKtltSi^ and with a . 
special explanatory notice in small written ^'for It iiiv 1863, 
taken &om the sanw ^’Sospiriiji da Friarabidis’' in JBUukwooa of 
ISi&s^hlolt had 8upidied^1Ae''pieceditt^ test of this riuipter ; bat a 
good deal of the matter intervening in the "Biuiiiria de Profuudis *' 
papers between the imiiiedia<ely preeediog paragniph of the text and/ 
ihia of the Dremm ffcAoev has been thrown out Tlie reader moatv 
observe the inatriielioii of tho small tyne notfoe, and imagine the<^ 
Dream Beboes tb be at Oxford in 180 A — 

’ Biiripidcs. 

VOL. 1 \ 
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grountl. Again 1 am in the chamber vriih my oatei^a 
corpse^ again tlie pomps of life rise up in silence, the 
glory of summer, the Synan sunlights, the frost death. 
Dream forms iUelf mysteriously vitiiin dream; vlthin 
these Oxford dreams remoulds itself continually the trance 
in my sistez^s <diamber->-*Sie blue heavens, the ever- 
lasting vault, the soaring biUows, the ttirone steeped in 
the thought (but not the sijght) of *^JVko might sit 
thereon ” ; the fl?ght, the pursuit, irrecoverable steps of 
my return to earth. Once more the ftuferal processiem 
gathers ; the priest in his wjiite surplice stands waiting with 
a book by 'the side of an op^ grave ; the sacristan is waiting 
with his shovel ; the co^ has sunk ; the dust to diut hiw 
descended. Again 1 was 'in the ediureh oh a heavenly 
Sunday morning. The golden sunlight of God slept amongst 
the heads of his apostles, his maxtyis, his saints ; the la- 
ment from the litany, the fragment f^m the clouds, awoke 
spin t hjLjjftg^ 

awokeT again the ^adowy arms that moved downm^ to 
meet themu* Once again arose the swdl of the anthem, the 
burst of the Halleliyfdi chorus, the storm, the trampling 
movement of the choral passion, the agitation of my own 
trembling sympathy, the tumult Of. the choir, the wrath of 
the organ. Once that.wallowed^m &e 4^.^ 
he that rose up to the douds. AndTnow bA was bound up 
into unity ; the 'first state snd the last were mdted into eadi 
other as in some suUhy, glorifying haze. For lugh in J^efKEen 
hovered a gleaming ^host of faces, v/nled wliE 
the pinowB qf'.tlxe .4^^ (^dren. And such sym- 

pathise equally wi& sorrow that giovds, and with sorrow 
that soars. Such beings pity alike the children that are 
languishing in death, and children lhat live only to 
languish in teois.^ 
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DEBAM-BCHOES FIFTY YBABS LATERE 

[In tliifl iuRtanoe the echoes, tbaf rendered back the infant expei-i 
eiicei might be interpreted’ by the reader as connected witli n 
real ascent of the which was not the case. It was 

an ascent through a}l its czreamstances. executed in dreams, 
which, under advanced stages in the development of opium, repeat 
with inarveHoue accuracy the longest succession of phenomena 
derived either firom reading hr firam actual experience. /Iliat 
Koftonlng and spxrittteUsiiig haze which, belongs at any rate to 
the action of dreams, and to the transflgurmgs worked upon 
troubled rememTjrancds by retrospects so vast as those ot lilty 
3 rear 8 , wa#in this instance greatly aided to my own feelings by 
the alUanoe with the ancient phantom of the forest^mountain in 
North Germany. T he playfulness of the scene is the^^[]aEy eViiHcr 
^ the sojto n Ftriucnibcaui^s luaf in hlddSn "bi^lowr The half- 
^O^vemtOTlusory reyealn^ of the symbolic tend to the same 
eiTeot One part of the effect from the symbolic is dependent 
upon the great caUudlo principle of the Idem in alio. The 
s ymbol restores the theme, but under new oombmations of form 
oF1l8!5urizig ; gives back, but obangei ; leatores^ but ldeali<ieB.] 

Ascend with me on this dazzling Whitsunday the'Brocken 
of North Germany. 1?he dawn opened in doudlesa beauty ; 
it is a dawn of bridal June ; but| as the hours advanced, 
her youngest sister April, that sometimeB cates little for 
racing across both 'fi<n)Ltier8 of irontier, 

and the vanward frontier — frets the bridal lady’s sunny 
temper with sallies of wheeling and careering showers, 
dying and pursuing, opening and dosing, hiding and re- 
storing. On such a morning, and reacUng the summits 
of the forest-mountain about sunrihe, we Aall have one 
riianoe tike more for seeing the famous Spectre of the 

^ This also is a shred firam the **Siispiria de Proftindls ” articlss in 
BladGUBOod of 1846, made to do duty to a new purpose, and taken 
from a port of these articles a lung way ahead of &at which supplied 
the preying extract. Strictly, as this seeoiM set of JDream JSdkoes 
had been in print in 1845, they were only forty-one years after the 
preceding Oxtod Dream Echoes <dlB04 ; bat ^ Quincey redates them 
for his puipose in 1868— which isas' about *'fif^ years later” than 
1804. AHogether, his adaptation of this shred frm the '^Snspiria” 
to its present connexion Is rather forced. — M. 
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Brocken.' Who and wliat ie he ? He 48 a solitazy appa- 
rition, in the sense of loving solitude ; else he is not dwaya 
solitary in bis personal luanifestationB, bnt, on proper 
occasions, has been( knowii to luunask a strength quite si^i- 
cient to alam those vh<) had been iiii<nlting him. 

Now, in order to te^t the natiin- of mysteiious ap- 
parition, we will try two* or three experiments upon him. 
What we fear, and with some reason, i^, that, as he lived 
so many ages with foul Pagan surceien, and witnessed so 
maijy centuries of dark idolatries, hie htMul may have been 

^ ^Sipeoift &/tke vary striklag |)benomenoii hoa 

been oontittos^j descri b ed by vriters, bc^ OteriaAn and Biigluib, for 
the last fifty Teats. Many mderi, bowewSv noLbavo met urith 
these deecriptiaiu'; end' on aeodunt Paic^ a.ISw irara in explana- 

tion, lejESBiriiig them fixr the beet sdeatifie^eGaiSvMxt on the case to Sir 
Hayid Breweter^s ^■NatarBd Mag^'* • T bs itiepfew ahAwe nf 

g hnmMi figm e. or, if the tuitors are morh tluA on^ wen the spectres 
miilSpIyYfhBy Strsnge themedvea on the bins gioimd of the sky, or 
the dark ground of mug doudi that may be ifi the .tight qnartcir, or 
perhaps they are atxo^y relieved agihiat a enrtaifi of rook, at a 
diaianoe of some roUei^ and alwaya oxhibltiBig ' gigantic prorartioiia. 
At first, ftom the diidanoe and thii coliissal aizc^ every apeotalor sup- 
l> 08 efl the appewnums ,^ be quite Indepenflent of himself. But wry 
Hoon he is surprised to eSbserve his own mc tfcms ^ aiid : 

and wakens to the ‘oonv]oti(m''{hat m pAantimiis 1iut a dilaM 
reflection of himself. This Titan amongst the apparitions of esrih is 
exceedingly capricious, vanuhfiig abruptly for reasons licst kiuiwn to 
himself, and mere coy eomii^ forward i^an ^ Ovid. 

One reason why he is seen ad seldom be Meribpd to the con- 
cnrrence of oondltions undos which otOy' the 'pthenomeinan can be 
manifiested ; fhe^iun to the^horinm (which of itself 

implies a time of day &ffoa:^fiiSint to a penon starting from a station 
as distant as SlUngende) pllw spectator must have 
sun,; and the air must ■ooatidli ^ot nu ywo iir, but partUiffly instributed. 
CSE^dge ascended tim Bioekea dli iSe^Whlteunday of 1799, with a 
party of JBngliAh stsdenta llrom OottingeB, but fidled to sea the phantom ; 
afterwaTfla In IBufl^nfl (and undar Ibe three same oondltions) he saw 
a much rarer {duiumieiic^ whlchhi described in the following lines 


The viewless nunr-inist weaves a glistening hasp, 
Rees full bsfom him, gliding without tread, 

An image wHh a flory round its bcul ; 

This elwde ho ur&rslUps for its gulilen hiips, 

Atid mato (not ImowiBg) that which he imnups ** 


thou aril oq when . 
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corrupted ; aud that even now his faith may bo wavering 
or iinpuxa We will try. 

Make the sitgi o f t^ cross, and observe whether he 
repeats it (as mlpWhitmi^^ he surdy ought to do). 
Look! be doet repeat it; but jObese driving April showers 
])cr{)lex the hnages, and Vudg ^hapSy it is which gives liim 
the air of one Vho acts rj£2.ota]2d7 or evasively^ Now, 
again, the sun shiM xpote^bxj^iilyf and the diowers have 
all swept off like the rear. We will 

try him ageixL* / 

Pluck an a nemone * <mq of*[ihetf many anemones which > 
was once called ^ aorcit ^B flony .^ and bore a part, 
perhaps, in this hoffid .rituaT of fear V- cany it to that stone 
which mimidir ,thi, outline a'^heathon altar, and once was 
called the adtcer ^ .bendijig your knee, and 

raising your lighThSod to' ^Sod, B$y— ^^‘Paiher which art in . 
heaven, this lovely anmxume^ diat once glorified the worship 
of fear, has travelled back into thy fidd; this alter, which 
once reeked with 'bloody rites io Cor^ hfui long been re- 
Ijaptiz^ into thy holy aervice. * The'^ Jaricneds ta gone ; the 
cruelty is gone vrhic^'^ th^ bred ;* the moans have 

passed away which the cloud has 

vanished which once sat wntini^y graves, doud 

of pratestaiion that ascended for' ever'io thy thrme from the 
tears of* the defenedess, and from the anger of tlie just. 
And lo I we-^I't&y servant, and this dark phantom, whom 
for one hour. on this thy festival of* Pentecost 1 make mjf 
Kervaiit — render thee united,' wo^ tbfo thy recovered 
temple.” ' ' 

Lo 1 the appantion plucjm an'c^em^j at^ places it on 

‘ ‘*Dn HA(£flMufay''.— it is ungiilar, and itSrhaps owina to the 
te mperata rs an d weat fc r prevail lu ihatearlyjjirt yLsnmmer, 

tliinliioreapJmA spiim'lS^riliS'iTO^^ oiTWhlt' 

Biiiiday than on any other dav. 

- “ Thr Ktrcner^B Jfmotr'^ md m>rc9ftt^§ o/far”;— Tl ieso aio 

naij^ ^Idi Rlingiiig.1pJiks ^usisaDe^^ the inoAen. and to anTaltar- 
sliHficd fragiiieht of granSts Dea? obe'd^ ‘Hio iUmmllB ; aii<1 Him is no 
doubt that they boUi connect thcmselvea, through links of ancient 
tradition, with the gloomy n>aljtiea of PSgantam, vlieu the whole 
fomied for a very lofig time the Itot Bhylum to 
a nnciourBurfSeffR^ idolalry. 



64 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


the altar ; he also bends his knee, he also raises his ri^ht 
hand to God. Dumb he is j hut sometimes the dumb serve 
God acceptably. Yet still it occurs to you, that perhaps on 
tills high festival of the Christian chur^ he may have been 
overruled by supernatural induence into confession of liis 
homage, having so often been* made to bow and heml his 
knee at murderous rites. In a service of icTligion he may be 
timid. Let us try him, therefbre, with an earthly passion, 
where he will have no bias either from favour or from fear. 

If, then, once in diildhood you sutfered an adliction that 
was ineffable ; if once, "vhen powendess to £ice such an 
enemy, you were summoned to fight with the tiger that 
couclies within the separations of &e grave — ^in tlmt case, 
afterjthe^j^m^le of Judea,^ sitting under her palm-tree to 
weop7but TiUhig with her Iiead .veiled, do you also veil your 
hea^ Many years are passed away siiuse ihen ; and perhaps 
you were a little ignorant thing at that time, hardly above 
»ix years old. But your heart was deejier than the Danube ; 
and, as was your love, so w^ your ^ief. Many years are 
gone since that darkness settled qp ^our head ; many suznmers, 
many winters ; yet still its shadows whed round upon' you at 
intervals, like these April showers upon this |^ty of bridal 
June. Therefore now, on this dovdSke morning of Pentecost, 
do you veil your head Lke Judea in memory of *that tran- 
scendent woe, and in testimony that, ii^eed, it surpassed 
all utterance of worda Immediately you see t^t the 
appeirition of the Broeken'veilB hia bead, after the model of 
Judea weeping under her palm-tree, as if he cdso had a 
human heart ; and, as if in ehildhood; having suffered 

an affliction whi«ii was ineffhble, wished by tfa^ mute 
symbols to breathe a sigh'^liowardB ^aven in memory of that 
transcendent wou^uhd way of though many a year 
after, that it was Indeed unutterabijb by. worda 

^ .On the Boumui oeiua 
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INTBODUOnON TO THIS VOBLD^ 07 STBIFB ^ 

So, tJben, one chapter in my life had Oniriied. Already, 
before the completion of my sixth year, this first chapter hatl 
run its drde, had rendered up its music to the final ohord^ 
might seem even, like ripe findt from a tree, to have detached 
itaelf for ever ficm dl the rest ,of the arras that was dbaping 
itsdf ^thin my loom of life. No Bd^To^ lakes and foimt* 
lawns,* such as the mirag^^ suddenly 'evokes in Arabian sands 
— no pageant of air^built battlenmts' and to'^ers^ that ever 
burned in dreamrlikeMsStoce amou^pit the vapours of summer 
sunsets, mocking and repeating wftk oeles&b pencil “^he 
fuming vaniti^ of earth ”--HX)u]d ' behind it the mixed 
imprpBAon'of so nihcli ccuth combined Vith so mudi absolute 
delusion. Truest of all things it mmed hy the excess of that 
happiness which it had sustained : zifoet ftaudulent it seemed 
of all things, when looked bdek. hpon as some mysterious 
parenthesis in the current of 'iffif ^sdfiwithdzawn into a 
wondxoufl hurryipg as ’it with headhmg malico to 

ex;thictian, aimidu ]gr smry foature Ccom the new aspects 
of - lifo thft seem^ to«await mu Wei^ 'it not in the bitter 
oozTOsion of heart that 1 was oaUed upon to'face^ I should have! 
carried over to the present no connecting link whatever from] 
the past Here r^ty im this it was, and the un-i 

deniablenesa of its too potent reznembianoes, that forbade me 

^ A rscast, vtth ahridgnSfiats ami alterattcma, of the matter of 
a series of eriiclss in Sog^s instntetor tot 1951 and 1952, all under 
the title of » A Ocetrii from ChUdhood.**— 
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lo regard * this bumt*out iuaugural chapter of my life as uo 
chapter at all, but a pure exhalation of dreams Misery is a 
gourantee of trath too snbata&i^ to be refused ; else, by its 
determinate evanesceDce|'tfa6*trilU experience would have 
worn the of a iSuitastf 

Wdl it waa for me .at thii^ p!^ud, if w^ it were for nu^ 
to live at all/that from.a^j59intinvuMl.nqnt^p of my 
misery I was forced' foVeen^j^sd^ sudd^ly toasbume 
tiie haniCBB of lile. j^Ss^^der .the nuttbid languishing of 
grief, and of what the Itoniuia called dmderium (the yearning 
too obstinate after one urecoveztabifi &ce}i too probably T' 
slxmld have pii^ awi^ into lafusxiy lEmve. Ha»3i waa my 
awakbig; bnt tiie locigb febritoge this awaknag ad- 
mitoatoiadlinoke the stren^h otniyfinKiy ravakto though 
a peripd of more than, two^eaxs'; by'which 43100, under ihe 
natuiel ekpantion my bodi]y isto 9 t|[^ had 

passed over; , . . ‘ . 

In the fix# chap^.^, I have iKt^exed tojenm- thanks for 
liaving boeii tiained amiougst the gentlest of slsten^ mid not 
under ^^hiwrid pugilintic brrithei^’' Mefiutime, mift snrii 
hroilier 1 hail : senior by luucli to niyseU, and the.stnnuiebl 
of Us qlw-^ ; him 1 will immediately present io the rraSie' ; 
for ii]» to this point ,of my narrative ha may be described ai 
a. St ranger even to myself Odd as it toitbds^ 1 hod at tliih 
time both a brother and a father, neither of. whom would ha\c 
been able to challenge mo as a relative, nor 1 4im, had wv 
liap^ieucd to meet on the pUbUc rooda 

in Jiiy fathers cose, jtbis pose frooi ilie accident of his 
having l>\ed abroad lor i^'jqMoe that, meMured agaiiiNt mtj 
life. Will* a very long o&& Firsts he lived fixr’. mmith-i in 
Portugal, at LSsbo^ and at Ciutra ; next in tf oddra ; Ihisii 
in tlic WoAt Zndiefc j sometimes ita Jaxuaicoi sometimes in St. 
Kitts; courting the Inippoaed benefit of hoi climates in his 
compl^nt of w nlmonw y { xmouinp Lioii. He had, iitdeed, 
reiieateilly rutumeil to mot my mother at water- 

ing-places on the south coast of DtYOutiiire, eta Bui 1, os a 
yoanger child, had not been asie of the ijorty selected for f^uc]) 
exGUZsioDB bia^ home. And now, at last, ^hen all hatl 
■* JSow Chapter IL—M. 

s WffijmJjhdgggr. See footools^ anU, p. 20. — M. 
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proved unavailing, be was coming home to die amongst hia 
family, in bis tldky-xpntb year. Ify mo^r bad gone to 
await bia arrival at tbCj .pdct (whatever port) to wbieb the 
West India packet sboaU' brihg him ; and amongst tbe 
deepest recolJections which I cooneA with that XHScibd, n one 
derived fion& the night nf liib^mlvUft Oieenhay , 

It wos ft fimjGWl..^ve»iiiji,, of ^ lu mu ai ^ei^kity . The 
servanlC*^ cliildj^ ^exe galCercd f(>r honrs, 

on the lawn before tlm houa^ listening fta* the aound of 
wbSi^ SnnM.oanie — ^nine^jisa,' eleven o’clock, and nearly 
another hear had pasaed — wltbonl a warning aonnd; for 
Greenbay, being ho eolitax^* ahonan, formed a irmtinuB ad quem^ 
beyond which was but a cluAM of cottajgei^ composing 

the little hamlet of SreenhiU eo that any soun4^ of wheels 
coming firam the wiuiling labe whiA then connected us with 
the* Eos&dtQie. Sbad of neceseby, a warning 

summons to. prepare for vUtors at Qxeenhay. * Kdfsucb stun- 
mons had yet xeoebed us ; st wan lyyly midni ght | and, for 
tlie last time, it was determined that wo should move in a 
body Qiitdif the gcounds, on the chauco of meeting' the travel* 
Img party, if, at so late an huuvi it could yci be expected to 
arrive^ In fact; io trar general' Mrprbe, wc met it almost 
immediately, hut coming at sci feluw k paoe, that tb efiJl of 
horses’ feet was , not audible until ‘we Were close tqpmTIEEm. 
t Tiiciitiou the case for the sake nt the tmdyina iuiprv'^i-joiis \ 
'v^ L^conyS^ c fe mrt a n ces! ’llic j 

iTi^ iiutico of the apiiroar]E["'waB' the BttTOCn'*<^‘TgiTig of 
lionef-' heafls from tlie deep glooTa! of the shady lane ; ihe 
iii^xt wod the moss of white plUows against whieh the dy^ 
D irtitfpt was xediaing, The heaiaa-lihe pace at "whieli^^ffiu 
t'OYTfSge ni^ivc^' recalled lU overwhelming spectacle of that 
futiunil whidt had so lately fomed pert in the uiost xneTiiur- 
alile event of my life. But these dements of awe^ that might 
at any rate havu sfinck fonably upon the mind of a child, 
were for me, in my condilidii of morbid ner\'otiSTicMi, rai*Ml 
into abiding gnmdcur- by the anteosdoit axporienci^a of that 
particular summer night. The iMening for hourh tn the 
sounds &«m bomes’ ,hoob upon 'diatan^ 'roads, rising and 
falling, cau^t and lost^ upon tba.gentle' undulation of such 
fitful airs as might be starring-^tbe pecuiiar'solemnity of ihe 
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hours succeeding to sunset — the glory of the dying day — ^the 
gotgeousnesB which, by description, so well I knew of sunset 
in those West Indian whiidi my father was 

returning — the knowledgit t&at & fetomed only to die — the 
almighty pomp in which this great idea of Dei^ apparelled 
iterif to my young sorrowing heart — the corceqK)ndlng pomp 
in which the antagonistic Idea, not less mysterious, of life, 
rose, as if on wings, an^idst tropic glories and floral pageant- 
ries, that seemed even mort solemn and pathetic than ^e 
vapoury plumes and trophies of mortality — dll this ehoriu 
of restless images, or of suggestive thoughts, g^ve to my 
^ father’s return, which else had bm fitted only to interpose 
Yone transitory r^-letter day in the calendar of a child, the 
shadowy power of an inefia^ble agency among my dieama 
IThis, indeed, was the one sole memorial which restOFes my 
ifath^s image to me as a peieonal reality. Otherwise, he 
would have been for me a bare* fiominw ttimbra. He lan- 
guished, indeed, for weeks upon a soik ; and daring that 
interval, it happened naturally, from my repose of nuumers, 
that 1 was a privileged visitor to him thivughout his yaking 
hours, I was also present at his bedride to die closing hour 
of his life, which exhaled q,uietly, amidst sni^dies of d^tious 
conversation with some imaginary visitot^l 

My brother was a stranger fiiom cauass* q,uite as little to 
bo foreseen, but seeming quite as natural after they had 
really occurred. In Sn. early stage of his career, he had 
been found wholly uhmaiiageabla His genius 
amounte d to it was a^ divine which 

dro^' hinTiii that direeCton; and such was 'hns Capacily for 
rldingnn vribMwiuds and direriang made it 

his trade to crea^ them,, as a . Ztua *a doud- 
oompelling Jove^,to order that m thenL For 

this, and other Temdni^ h? had^.been sent to die Qrominar 
School of Louth, to litocQto8hixe----one of those many old 


daasiG insfitutious which fbtto. the peculiar^ glory of £ng- 

1 fPhm ^otai rtf him Awirih xM lath .yijflr .Thoughts Quince j 
spaen* of Sbfai as haring bean nffltirtv-nlndi year," iha 

inseriptikm on Us tembstons to Itoo^istsr says '*aged .40 yean.” 
flee foctnete, ^ 

* ** ftoidtor" .■*->via. as endowed fcanda tions to which thosereepirt 
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land. To box, and to box under the severest I'ostraint of 
honourable laws, was in those days a mere necessity of 
schoolboy life at fvblic schools ; and hence the superior 
manliness, generosity, and self-control,' of those generally . 
wlio had l^efited by such discipline — so systematically 
hostile to all meanness, puttlSnimify, or indirectness. Cow-, 
per, in his ** Tyfoemium .” is far fiom doing justice to our/ 
great public sctroW Hiniself disqualified, by delicacy of^ 
temperament, for reaping the benefits from such a warfare, \ 
and having saffered too much ,in his own Westminster ex- / 
perience, he could not judge iSiem from an impartial station ; , 
but I, though ill enough adapted to an atmosphere so 
stormy, yet having tried both desses of schools, public and ' 
private, am compelled* in mere conscienoe to give my vote 
(and if I had a thousand votes, to give M my votes) for the 
former. 

Freflh from such a training as this, and at a tiioo when 
his additional five or" six years availed nearly to make his 
age the double of mine^ ngr brotl^er ver y n aturally despised 
me ; iffid, from his excqpSing frankncM^ he took no pains to 
ronceal that he did. Why sheuld he 7 ' Who tvns it that 
could have a right to feel aggrieve<jl by his contempt ? Who, 
if not myself 7 But it happened, on tiiie contrary, that ^ 
had a pei feot caaan jor^^ng d^pifjsd. .1 doted on it; and 
coDsidraS^'^ntem]^^ sort of luxury that 1 was in continual 
fear of losing, '^y not 7 Wherefore should any rational 
person shrink from contempt, if it h{ji^«n to form the tenure 
by which he holds his repose in life 7 The oases, which are 
cited from comedy, of su^ a yearning after contempt, stand 
upon; a footing dtogether different: Asrs the contempt is 
wooed as a serviceable ally and tool of relipoas hypocrisQr. 
Bnt^ to me, at' that eta of BJEs, it fomed t he main guarantee 
eff kn nna yle s tod^ ; and mnrity ^ere was not, on any 
lotrSf ' lerms, *ffir tne" kifonift' sa mg a eitaf. Tlie' slightest ^ 

who are rich and'pay, and thoes* alfo.who^ being poor, esanot pay, or 
oannot pay so Ihts unfit ho&bwrsble diatinctum .amongst Ibe 

servloes of England fimm anoisiii tiaies to the iatwrests of education— 
a eerriee absolutely nnapproacbed by any mia nation ^ Ohristeiidom— 

Is amongst the foranast cases of that vemarkable class which make 
Eijglan^ while often the molt a^toemtic^ yet also, for many noble 
purposes, ^pie most demoomtio of lands. 
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approach to any (avoiirahle construction of my intellectua] 
prc^tensions alarmed me Veyoxid measure ; because it pledged 
mo in a luannar with the heai^.tp support this first attempt 
by a second, by a third, by a, fourth*^ heavens t there is 
no saying Ax the honid man might go in his unreason- 
■ible demands upon 1 ge&ned th« weight of his 
expectations]. and, if laid but the first round of such a 
staircase, why, then, 1 aaw.in vision a vast 
I towering upwards to ii|ie ,^opdi, mile after mil^league after 

[ league ; aud myself rdu^rlpp and .down' tHu ladder, like 
any fatigue party of Irish, to the top ji any 

which my wjtetched adInue^ idtooso to bi|ild. . fiiS 'I 
nipped tlm abominable i^stom of extortioii in^the veoy bud, 
by refusing to take'the first step. msai- cofild haire no 
pretence, you know, tor expecting r^lto^climb £ba third or 
fourth round, when' X had to the first. 

Professng the most absofaito batomji^toy from the very 
beginning, giving the man no sort of hope that I would pay 
even one farthii^ in. the pound, *1 pmet could be made 
miserable.by unk^wn reaponsibilities. 

Still, with all this passimx for be|n|^ dmisod, which was 
so essential to my peace ci mind, 1 Knud at times an alti- 
tude — a etany altitade-^-4n the station of /ijbtonmpt for me 
assumed by my biotoer that n gtflgd me. 'o^etiiaes, indeed, 
the mere necessities of* dispute carried me^ before 1 was 
aware of my own impgodence, so far up the staircase of 
i^bflL that my brother:.^ shaW for a moment in the 
infinity of his^conieiippV; j^d^' ^oie long^ when my superi- 
uniy in some liookish acoompUshmeuts displayed itseli^^ by 
malls that copld not be entirely dIssembM, mm foolish 
human natutt forced me into home trifle of ex^ationat 
fchc.'te retiibutory trinmidu: But more often I was disposed 
to grieve over. them... They tended to shake tbttt solid 
foumlation of utter 'd^pkableness upon which 1- tolled so 
moeh for my’ freedom fleom anxiety; and, therefore, upon 
the irholo, it war satiSlarixMey to'ifiy mind^ that my brothex^s 
qnulAii of aae^ after nuy liUto tr^ent osaOatfon. gravitated 
determinateijr busk tohrarda that sstdsd contempt which had 
licen the resiflt of Ms original inquest The pillars of Hercules 
u^mn which ‘rebted tits vast aiUfice of his scum were these 
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two — iBt, my phy aica; he denounced me for 
Sd, he asB^edy and even postulated as a c2awm^^icDn[ 
myself could never have the face to refuse, my aeaeg^ idiocy , 
riiysically, therefore, and inteUeetually, he upon luo 

iiK below notice ; but^ moraU^ he easiired me tiiat he would 
^'Lvp me a writtpr charaetet^of the yery 'beet description, 
wheuesver 1 choee to apply for it honest,” he said ; 

you’re willing, t&ough laay; jm-'wtfuld pull> if you had 
the etrei^th of a fiea ; and, ajgons^UB cowacd, you 

don’tjf un hwa y.” My own dffiguuw ^ these hareli judgments 
were "noP-ao~^ many ae they xn^t have been. The idiocy 1 
confissBed ; because^ though positive tbut I was not uniformly 
an idiot^ I ftlt inclined Ifoiil^nk that^' in a xn^otity of ciises,. 
1 really ms/^^soad-thare/ware lubte reasons for. thinking so 
tluin the reader » yet aware o£ But, as to the effeminacy, 
I denied ii Ai iota; and^wiA good reason, as will be seen. 
Neither did my pretend to have any experimental 

proofs of it llie ground he went upon was a mere d priori 
one — ^viz., that 1 had always been tied to the apron-string of 
women or girls ; which amounted atr xoo^t to thia-^-that, by 
training and tlie natural tendeney of ciroumstanees, I ougM 
to be effeminate ; tliat is, there Was reason to expeOt before- 
hand that I sftoiiU he ao ; but, then, the more xxmrit in me, 
if, in spite of audi reasonable presumptions, { lecdly were 
not In &ct, my brother soon learned, by a daily experience, 
how entirely he might depend upor^ me for carrying out the 
most audacious of his own warlike]' plans ; such plana it is 
true that I abominated ; but that made no dyference in the 
fidelity with which I tried^^ fhlfil them: 

This -eldest brother Of^mijae Wtui in all nespdsts a remark- 
able hoy. H aught y l^^'isas, jsspiri^ isnttee«nrably active ; 
fer tilfl in rw ton s p ci^. B|i',Bohhuon 'Crosby ; Ijut also fall of 
qaSaSfSrffi^^ to ixniigine>aMi.indo&iili' 0 ^ any 

other cjpponent, he would lia^'e fastened a quamd .upon his 
own shadow tat prcaiuiiing 'to.rOix before him when genng 
westwanls in the momiag^nrhexosi^ In 'all reason, a sh^ow, 
like a dutiful diild, ough£ 'to ke^ deferentially in rear of 
tliul mujretic substance which is the author of its existence. 
Hjohs ho detes t^, pn e and all, excepting only such, as he 
hfipjMUieil to write, hiinaelh And these were not a few. On 
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all Giibjticte kiJUAvn to man, from the Thirty-nine Articles of 
our English Church, down to pyrotechnics, legenlemain, 
magic, botli black and white, thgp2StS£83U&n^ necromancy, 
he favoured the world (which wmd was the nursery where 1 
lived aniongst my sistm) wit^ his seledt opinions. On this 
Inst subject especially — qf ^n^^gromancy— hf 
witness his pix}found work, though b^ and, 

unfortunately, long since departed to the ofCind Arellft. : 

entitle, “ How to raise a Ghost ; ah j' wlS!^ you'vS'"g^t*£tei. 
down, how to keep him down.” To which ^ork he assured'., 
us, that some most learned and enormous man, whose name ^ 
was a foot and a-half long, had promised him ^^anpe^diK 
whiih appendix tmted of the Bed Sea anffeli i^^atfOngnet ^^ 
nng ; with forms of t Mvmv A- for ghosts that oe re^ * 

jfa^ry ; and probabljTia riot act^ for any amongst 

ghosts inclined to raise barricades; since he often thrilled 
nuT young hearts by supposing the case (not at all unlikely, 
he aflOrmed), that a federation, a solemn league and con* 
spiracy, might take place amongst the infinite generationB of 
ghosts against the single generation of men at any one time 
camposing the garrison of earth. The Boman phrase for 
expressing that a man had died — ^viz., Abiit ad ^lures'* (Be 
has gone over to the majority) — -iny brother explained to us ; 
and we easily comprehended that any one generation of the 
living human race, even if combined, and acting in concert, 
must be in a frightful minority, by comparison with all the 
incalcuhible generations that had trod this earth before us. 
The Parliament of living men, liords and Commons united, 
what a miserable array against the Upper and Lower House 
composing the ftg'liameat i Perhaps the gre* 

A dami^ would constitute bhe^zig in sudi a ghostly awf. 
M^nSrother, dyi ng in Ms CTtejm fli year, was fiir enough 
from seeing or fiirese^ngWai^il^ ; els^e might have illus- 
trated this dreadful dud of the living human race with its 
ghostly predeceters, by the awfiil apporitian which at three 
o^olock in the afternoon, on Hit 16th of June, 1615, the 
mighty contest at Watesrloo must have assumed to eyes that 
wiiiohed'ovar the trembling interests of man. The English 
army, about that time in the great agony of its strife, was 
thrown into 'squares and under that arrongementi which 
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condeuf^d and contracted ito appiuv^nt numbers within a few 
black geometrical diagrams^ how inghtfuUy narrow — how 
spectral did its slender qn^rangles appear at a diataucej to 
anjr philosophic spectatoze that knew the amount of human 
interests confided to that atmj, and the hopes for C^iristen- 
dom that even were tmnbling in the balance ! Such a dis- 
proportion^ it seems, might exist, in the case of a ghostly 
war, between the harvest of possible results and the ^nder 
Imnd of reapers that were to gather it. And there wJeven 
a worse peril fhan any analogous ozie that has been proved to 
exist at Waterloo, A Britiah surgeon, indeed, in a work of 
two octavo volumes, has endeavoured to show that a con- 
spiracy was traced at Waterloo, between two or three foreign 
regiments, for kindling a panic in the heat of the battle, by 
digbt^ and by a susljwed, blowing up of tumbrils, under tbo 
miserable purpose ot shaking the Bzitish, steading. But 
the evidences are not dear; whereas my Inoth^ insisted 
that the presence of sham men, distributed extensively 
amongst the hiunan raoe^ and meditating treason against us 
all, hid been demonstiated to the satis^tion of all true 
philosophers. Who were thew shams and m^e-believe 
men 1 They were, in people that had Itceu dead for 
centuries, but that, for reasons best known to themselven, 
had returned to this upper earth, walked about amongst us, 
and were undistingdi^able, except by the most learned of 
necromancers, from authenti(^ men of flesh and blood. 1 
mention this for the sake of illustrating the fact, of which 
the reader will And a singular instance in the foot-note 
attached, that the same erases are everlastingly revolving 
upon men.^ 

^ Five yean ago, daring the caniiyal of univenal aanrehy equally 
amongst doen and thiaken, a closely-priated pamihlet was pabUsheil 
with this title, A New Ib^elation ; or the C^mnnion of the laoar- 
nate Dead with the Unconaoiom living. Tmpcnrtaat Fact, without 
trifling Firtlon, by Hibl'* I have not the plaanze of knowing Hue ; 
but certainly 1 moat concede^ Hni^ that he writes like a man of 
extreme aobnety, qpon his eiAravagaat theme. He is, angry with 
B'^^boiu^ his chimeras vhlch, 

however, of late years have s^nally altered their a5]>c('t ; but aa to 
BiHi, there ia no chance that he shouid be occupied with chimeraa, 
beoaaae (p. fl) **be has met with aome who have acknowledged the 



64 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


Thi» hypothesis, however, like a thousaml others, when it 
happened that they engaged, no duiable eyitipathy from his 
iiursery audience, he did net purine. For* some time he 
turned his thonglite tO pfaili^idpl^, mA read lectui-es to ua 
every night upon 4>me branch oif ^er of Tin's 

undertaking arose npc&i Sfno^, dha^'ot itt envying or admiring 
flies for their power of wjdkii^ upon ceuing. Pooh ! ” 
he “they are importora; &ey pretend to do it, but 
tlieyVn’t do it as it ought' to be done. Ah t yon should see 
ms standing upright on the ceiling, with my head down- 
ward^ for half-dn-hoiir together^ profoundly/' 

Mj sister Maiy remcnrked, that m shdtJdLaU Ite very glad to 
see him in that positiem. “ If tbot'a tlfe case,”* he replietl, 
“ if/s very well that' all fa isady, ‘eMpt as to a atrap or two.” 
Being an excellent skater, he had firstlmagined that, if held 
up until he had started, he might th6h, Sy 'taking a bold 
sweep ahead, keep himself in position trough Ihe continued 
impetus of skating. But this he foundA iiot to answer ; be- 
C4mse, as be observed, “ the friction was ^ retarding from 
the plaster of Paris ; but the case would' be very diflforent if 
the ceiling were coated with ice."' As it wsf not, he changed 
his plan. The true secret, he how diHroversd, wus this : he 
would consider himself in the light, of hnnaming-top ; be 
would make an appaintus (and he made it) fd3*'havi|Qg himself 
launched, like a top, upon the ceiling, and regularly spun. 
Then the vertigiiious m^onbf the human top would over- 
]»ower the force of gravitatiua He ahoald, ol oousse, spin 
upon his own axis, and deep upon his owu adH — j>erha]iii he 
might even dreatn upon 'it ; .and , ho laughed, at “those 
scoiindieis, the flies" that iier» improved in their jprulended 

fac^ of. their bavtog ooix^ from the 

Few, b^ver,' are endovA with so xmudi joandonr an^ in psrUeuliur, 
for ibo honour of Uientee, it grieves me to 1^'p. 10, that the 
lorgoit number of these shahs, oM podiaps fbe idM wandfd, kre to 
he looked forafaohgfit “imblishsu and pf-whoin, it seemii, 

the gmat oBklority " sip mm flngmee ; a vevy Istr speak frankly 
about the uiattar. and say they don't c«n' who knows it, wliicb, to 
luy tliiukiiK is liurndenoe ; but by for the Ulger section doggedly 
duty it, .tea cal) s poUkeman, if you |ienitt>i& fjhargiug them with 
bning sbami. fkime dilffTences thpit an between my brother and 
Him, Init in the great ontline of their riens they coincldai 
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mt, noi' ma(}e anything of it. The principle was now dis- 
covered ; ‘‘andf of course,” he said, “if a man can keep it up 
for five minutes, wfaat’^ to hu^er him from doing so for five 
monthst” “Oertadnlyi nothing!; that I, can think of,” was 
the reply of my sistef, whosO s^ticisp^ in fact, had not 
settled upon the five ixionihs,%ati slthgpt&er upon the five 
niinatea - The apparatus fo]* s|niminB^'htpt» however, perhaps 
from its complexity, would hot] work ; a tact evidenUy J||^g 
to the stapi^t^ of the gardener. On recoDsidering &^ub- 
jcct, he annouhhedf -io the ^^sq^intment^.of some ainonget 
us, that, although weovery now complete, 

he saw a moral ilifflculty. It waS not a hufmiun^-top that 
was requir'd, hut a Now, ihie^ in^onler to keep up* 

the vertigo at full stret^, without whicb*", to a certainty,, 
gravitation would too much for him, needed to he 

whipped incGb6autly/*,But that was precis^y what a gentle- 
man ought not to tolci^ ; to be scourged unintemittingily 
on the legs by any grap ^ a ga^ener, unless it were Father 
Adam himedf, was a tiling be cduld not bring his mind tu 
face. However, cui ' compensation, }io proposed to 
improve the ol^ j ying, hrhi^ wa^ as cverybe^y must 
acknowledgs^ in a ooaidl&on; disgraoeftil to mvilised society. 
As he had made ii^y a fird 'balloon, and had succeeded in 
some attempts at^biingiug down eats hy parachutes, it was 
not vexy difficult to fly downwards from.mii^erate elevations 
But, os he was reproached by my sifitsr tat never flying back 
again, which, however, was a far different thing, and not 
even attempt^ by the philosopher in “ Bassdas ” (for 

” Bovdcare.grftdoxa, ct tuperiu evadm ad aunu^ * 

Hie labor, hod opus ast"), 

he refused, under such poor enoouraaeifient, to try his^nged 
parachutes miy more, either aloft or alow:,” till he had 
thoroughly stuped Bishop WilhhiB ^ on the art of translating 

^ " Bishop Dn W., BStfisP Of Ghs^, in the reign of 

OhorloB II, notoriously WW>ta‘ah|rfg m ymiymrA irk 

tihwmoon, which, in a bishop, ~Wc^U he mSlsd a.fiRiinSatloa to the 
moon, and porhtqia it was Aia nauis in M book that 

soggested the “ Advantores of FSter ' It is nnfidr, however, 

to mention him In coanectiau with that shi(de one of his works which 
announces an extmvagaxit purpose. ' Be was vsaUy a sdentidc man, 

VOL. I » 
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right reverend geutlemen to the moon ; and, in the mean- 
time, he resumed his general lectures on physica From 
these, however, he was speedily driven, or one might nay 
shellnl out, by a concerted assahlt of my sister Mary’s. He 
had becin in the habit of lowering the pitch tif his lectures 
with ostentatious coude8censi<& to the presumed level of our 
poor understanding T to a uflerciliousness aimoyed my 
auster; and accordingly, with the heiySfliwo young fcmalo 
' visi&rs, and my next yo unger broth^ — in subeequent times 
k little middy on board many a of H.M., and the most 
predestined ICbel upon earth a^jsinst all assumptions, small 
or greats of superiorily — she arranged a mutiny, that bad 
the unexpected effect of suddenfy extinguishing the lectures 
for ever. {j[e hdd happened to say, what was no unusual 
thing with liini, that he flattered hiipself he had made the 
point under discussion tolerably clear ; dear,” he added, 
bowing round the half-cirde of US, the audience, "to the 
nieane.Bt of capacities” ; and then repeated, sonorously, 
" clear to the most excruciatingly mean of oapadties.” Upon 
which a voice, a female voice — ^but whose voice, in the tumult 
that followed, I did not distinguish — sretorM, you 

haven’t ; it’s as dark as sin ” ; and then, without a moment's 
interval, a second voice excldmed, "Duk as night”; then 
came my younger brother’s insurrectionar^yell, "Dark as 
midnight ” ; then another fenude voice chimed in melodiously, 
" Dark as pitch and so the peal eontiniied to come round 
like a catch, the whole being so well concerted, and the roll- 
ing fire 80 well sustained, that it was impossible to make 
head against it ; whilst the abruptness of the interruption 
^ gave to it the prolecting character of an oral ^^xound-toliin,^ 
ixit being impossible to challenge any one in partlSblar w thJ 
|;,''flngleader. Burke’s phrase “ the swinishj^aujtjtude,’* ajJ 
plied to mobs, was then in everybody’s mouth; and, 

and sheaiy in the time of Cromw«U (aboni 1656) had projected that 
Royal Sotisty of lj<»idoa whidi was afterwords raalisad and presided 
over by Isaac Bamw and Isaao Neiffton. Ha waaalso a learned man, 
bat stOl with a vein of romance about him, oa stay he seen in his most 
eUborate wo^«The Essay towards a PhflosDphic or Universal 
Langiuga” 

1 fitmard QniBMy, De ijulncey’s junior by a year or two, and 
known in the househdd as " Pink.” Bee footnote^ ante, p. 
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accordiziglyi after my brother bad recovered from his first 
aatonlshiuent at this andacioua mutiny, lie made us several 
sweeping bows, tihat looked very much Dkft tentative re- 
hearsalB of a sweeping fusiUade t and then addressed us in a 
very brief speech, of wlncETwe could distinguish the words 
psorTs and mmwUk muZtitudr, b8t uttered, in a very low key, 
perhaps out of some lurking consideration for the two young 
Btraiigera We all laughed in chorus at this parting salute ; 
my brother himself condescended at last to join us; bat 
the re ended jbtfeogry of keturea ou natural philosophy. 

As it was" impmuble, however, tlmt he should remain 
quiet, he announced to us, that for the rest of his Lfe he 
meant to dedicate himself to the intense cultivation of the 
tragic drama. He got to work insUiutly ; and very soon he 
had composed the first act of his ‘‘ ” ; but, in 
defiance of the metre, he soon changed the title to “ Sulto 
A mnra^^ ” considering (ho^ a much fiercer neinic, more 
ulASEe^ and beturbaneA It was no part of his intention 
that we should sit IpUing on cliairs like Mies and gentlemen 
that ha4 paid opera pzicea fur private boxes. He expected 
every one of \i% ha said, to pull an oar. Wo wore to ac^ the 
tragedy. But^ in fact, we had many oars to pulL Ihcre 
were so many e^uracters, that each of us took four at the 
least, and the middy had six. He, this wicked little 

middy, ^ caused the greatest afiliction to Sultan Amurath, forcing 
him tu order the amputation of his head six several times 
(that is, once in every one of his six ports) during the first- 
act. In reality, the sulton, though otherwise a decent man, 
was too bloody. What by the bowstring; and what by the 
bcimitar, he had so thinned the population ‘with whidi he 
conunenoed business, that scarcely any of the characters re- 
mained alive at the end of act the first Sultan Ainuxath 
found hons^ in ,an awkward situation. Large arrears of 
work remai]^, and hardly anybody to do it but the sultan 

^ 1 call him mi simply to avoid oonfosioxi, and by 

way of anticipation ; rise he was too yonUh at this time to serve In the 
navy. Afterwards he did so for muy yeaxs^ and saw every variety of 
service in every class ofabips beloxii^ to oiir navy. At one time, 
when yet a boy, he was captured by pintles, and compeUed to sail 
with them ; and the end of hu adventurous career was, that for many 
a year he has b<*en lying at the bottom of the Atlantic. 
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himeelf. In composing act the, eecondi the author had to 
pioceetl liho l^iicaliop a n ^ , JPmhaL and to create an entirely 
new grni nilidn! AppeSemly thin young generation^ that 
ought tu liaro lieeu so good, took no warning by what had 
happened to their aiioestors in act ; one must con> 

dude that they were quite te^sricked, the poor sultan 
liad found himself reused to order them all for execution in 
the course of this act> the second. To the brazen age had 
nncc^ed an iron age'; and the prospeets were becoming 
^der and sadder as the tragedy adyaUced. • But here the 
ahthor begto to., hesitate. He feltrjdt hs^ to resist the in- 
stinct of CBzhage^ * And was it' right to^ospf Which of the 
Fehms whohi ^ had cut' off prexuatufbiy eenld pretend that a 
MiuTt oftappeal would have rev^xnd his eahtehce t . But the 
lonsoquencos were distressing. ‘ A iieif^ iitt of characters in 
lyery act brought with it the a new plot ; for 

people could not succeed to the ailMtrs 'of old actions, or 
inherit ancient motives, like a' ‘landed enH^tn Fire crops, 


''n?uch, according to the rapid' at thb moment 
my memory fumisheGf, was the brothw'whb. udw first laid 
ipen to me the gates of war. The occasiAlwaa this. He 
lad resented, with a shower of stones, an affront oSsred tons 
>y an individual boy, beloi^ing to a cotton fiictctty ; for more 
ban two years afterwairds this became the t^mrim a eatm of 
. skirmish or a battle as often as we passed tCOictory ; and, 
fnfortunate^, iha$ was twids n-day on efveiy day, except 
Sunday, <)ur situation in': rrapect to the > enemy was as 
(lUows : — a countiy-hoizse, newly built by my 
other, at tlnl^ 5 SSe was a dtear ’mile from the onUdd^ of 
fancihester ; but in after years, Uanchester, throwing out' the 
wtoQUla of its expansion^ Ahaolutely envdopra Qreen- 
ta^Tlvnd, for anything 1 ]Enow,-the grounds and gardens 
idffch tfa^ insula^ the house may have long disappeared, 
bing a tujhuiloh, which (inaodlng hot waUs, offices, 

nd gardenia huofie} had cost only six tiumsand pounds, 1 do 
ot knotr I90W it dtofdd'have risen to the distinction of giving 
ame;to a Of that great town ; however. It has done 


in Jfact, must be taken off Ihe giptin^^ m «ich separate 
mhoiUrtMig, -4n jUipjflJfto fiitk in^^^ ip 
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80 ^ ; and at tbis time, therefote, ctfter changes bo great, it will 
be diffienlt foe tbe h Mtui ai that mgioa to understand how 
my brother and m^lf eoold have a aolit ary^road to traverse 
between Greenhsjr PrineeM Btee^then the termination, 
on tliat side, of iSdbcbwter. JSdt.BO it ^aa O^ord Stnet, 
like its namesidm^ Loudon) was then t^ed the Oxford Road ; 
and during the aonenoy of our -aoqtiaihtaace with it, arose 
the first three houses in its ncighhonraood ; of which th$ third 
was built for t^a Rev. S. 11, <me of onr guardians, for whom 
his friemhi bad also bnilt the chinch of 'St Peter's — ^not a 
bowshot from the ' At present, howevmv he resided in 
Salford, nearly two .front Gremihay t and, to him we 
went over daily, fiw the l^e^t at his claatdoal inatmetiona 
One 8o1ec(|||liPli|i||ypr‘W^^^ Hiea along the line of 
I itforil 'fflreetjanajjlMsm close to a. ]t^.ge, which also was ^ 
a iii'W creation : for" ^n^idiisly all iiassengers to Manchester ' 
went round by Oonat'. -'^is factory became to ns tbe oM/i^ 
gtntium^ from* which fwanneil 'foirth those Gtofris and Vu^le 
that continualhy'thbe^Mied our stei« ; jtm^i^ bridge be- 
came the etetual'Vuun we tidcfaig good care to be 

on the rii^t aide of the bridge foi* retreat — ia, on the town 
M«lc, or the country aide, accordingly as. wn were going out 
in the nwniiii||F «t returning in the afiiBfsiQon. Stone s were 
the implnnent'' of warfare ; and by coot^ual piacnw b^h 
I'luiiiet becaiuc*exi<cA lu'tbrewiiig tlumv 

The n^p’n-a^' tbe fend it is flcipoly reqi^te to rehearse, 
since the Rmra&raom&nt wiu^’b^an Ui wtii.mt toe true . 
efficient enuae ot onx hing 'Wffklia, but snpiply toe casual < 
nnnfidnp. Th e caiwB Isv in our aristocratic d^ . As , 
childly' of m apuleni, nmily, where aQ, p^sTona wen 
lib^" aqd ’«|1 appidutamM); elegant, we. weia uniformly 
wstL^sjeedi and, in paimmfiur, we wore tronains (at that 
tiflto unhfittd'pi^ except aafleo), and’waJao wore 

^re^re/lmuiljL— HI crime to|t ^ toe 

fSwSuB i tre nf that day, hocajise it expressed toe double 
oflhnoe of being (tiictooretie and bring outlandish. Wejwm 

* "OrsretoM’' wHh ‘atUgiit reriattBl'fai.as ^amiiAis thensmsi 
Klvsa to that dUriet, cfiwliiob.(Mdstt fwised the cri^ mide^ 
Mbabrv, it was the isHtsry attoolios ^ri the hoius wUto (thiliiig aay| 
other groimds ef dsacmluttoa) ndsad It to thb pdvflsga 
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arigtQgcflta^imd, it.iicas.jgaui, lift jjgnjr it ; could we deny our 
boots ? whilst OUT antagonists, i( not absolutely 
were slovenly and forlorn in tiieir dress, oft^ unwashed, 
with liair totally neglected, and always covered with flakes 
of cotton. Jacobins they weraoiot, as rc^rded any sympathy 
'vith the Jaooljinism.that then desolated loanee ; for, on the 
contrary, they detested: everything French, and answered with 
brotherly signals to the cry of Church and King," or “ King 
and Constitution." But,* for all that, as they were perfectly 
independent, getting very high wages, and theae wages in a 
mode of industry that was then taking vast strides ahead, 
they contrived to reconcile this pe^otio anti-jacobinism with 
a personal Jacobinism of that soil; which is native to the 
heart of man, who is by natural impiilse (and not 
without a root of nobility, though also of hose envy) im 
patient of inequality, and submits/to it,only through a 
seflse of its necessity, or under a long experience cd its 
benefits. 

It was on an early day of our new or perhaps 

" on the veiy first, tha^ as we passed a boy l^ppen- 

ing to issue from the factoiy^ sang' out td'us, derisively, 

Holloa, III this tjbe reader may ftil to perceive 

any atrociousinsult commensurate to the long war which 
followed. But the reader is wrong. Tlie word * 

which was what the viUain meant) had not then been bora, 
so that he could not haisiB c^ed us by that 'name, unless 
through the spirit of proph^y. ftick was the nearest word 
at hand in his Hanchester vocabulary ; he gave all he could, 
and let us dream the zest,'' Butrin the next moment he 
discovered our boots, and he consummated his crime by 
saluting us { ^ ^ ; ^7 brother made a dead 

stop, survey^ him ^tn intense disdain, and hadfe him draw 
near, that he might *^give hjis flesh to the fpwls of the air." 
The boy declin^ to acce^' this liberal invitation, and 
conveyed his answer by a most ^contemptuous end plebeian 

^ Altftwy ".'r-Sufih'vras the dedgoatioa teduUoally at fhst time. 
At j^rcmVIbsHeve thaiabaildiug of that' dsts woold be called a 

^ ^is woxdf however, ezistB iu ^fuJni^dandjf^ vety old EagUsh 
wuid. Bat what does ihai meanl 
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gesture,^ upon which zny brotlier drove him in with a shower 
of stoneeu 

During this inapgural flourish of hostilities, I, for my : 
part, remained inactive, and therefore apparently neutral. 
But this was the, last time t^t I did ao : for the moment, 
indeed, I was token by sui^se. To be caUed a hud^ by one 
that h^, it in nis choice to have called me a coward, a thief, 
or a murderer, struck me as a most pardonable offence ; and 
as to hootSj that rested upon a flagrant fact that could not be 
denied j so thal at first I w;as to regard the boy * 

as very qoasidorate imd indulgent But my brother soon 
rectifi^my views ; or, if any doubts remained, he impressed 
me, at least, with a sense of my paramount duty to himself, 
which was threefold. First, it seems that I owed military 
allegiance to ivm, as my commander-in-chief, whenever wc 
took the field ’’ ; seeofldly, by the law of nations, 1, being a 
cadet of my hous^ iyijred suit and 8e^9^_J^)]jm.^ho^WA^ 
its he§d ; and he' aito^d me, that tvdi^ in a year, on my 
birttSay and (91 hi$, he hiul a right, "strictly spealdng, to 
make mo lie dmlira, %ud*1o set his foot upon, my lutly, 
by a law mA, so rignroux, but valid amongst gentlemen — ^%’iz., 

“ b y th e ccwsfa of nat ions seems I owed eternal defer- . 

j g ' mnS h mysslfi^so mui^ wiser, I 

stion ^r. .b rave ri, more bcautifut, and m!Qii:UY,as!:ift.of foot. 
Something like all this in tendency I had already believed, 
though I had not so minutely investigated tlie modes and 
grounds of my duty. By temperament, and through natural • 
dedication to de^ondency, 1 felt resting upon me dways too 
deep and gloomy a sense of obscure duties attached to life, 
that I never Ao>ili be able to fulfil } a burden which 1 could 
not cany, and which yet 1 did noi know bow to throw off. 
Glad, therefore,' I was to find the wholq trenu^doua weight 
of oUigatiems-^ihe law and the propheto-^all eibwded into 
this one pocket command^ ^^ Tjfaoa ehalt obey thy brothCT o s 
Qod^a vicar noon ear th»^^ ^or now, if by 

^ FieciBely, however, the same gettii^ pilebeiap as It was, by which 
the English commandant at Hriiiolai^irepUed to the Danes when 
civilly inviting him to suirender. Souihey it wsi^ on the authority of 
Llentonaat ^thsy, his brothw;' who communicated to me thla 
aneedote. 
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levelled at liim who had catted me a buck/’ I should chance 
to draw blood— perh^jpi 1 mighlb ^not have committed so 
seriouq n trespass cgd he could plead; but 

if 1 had (Uiv on tliis sdtijeci xaj eouTiettw wen* still cloudy), 
at jiny raUt the doty I might ^hav*e Tiolated in regard to this 
cfcnera] br.>thi;r, in right of ^dam, was ^cett^ When it 
came into coUtsipBi'-wlih zqy^ paramount duty ^ ^^^6^ 

brother of my oWindtvididd houf^. 

From this ^y^^' iheMfoK^ J bbejM &tt iny brother’s 
military command vi& the*' dthi6a{^ Ability ; and happy it 
made me tbat^'eteQ* sort of doiibt, dr quesliou, or iqn ning 
for dqtptiy^ was .sWallowed np in the unity of this one ]*aptd 
principle diacoYured by my brother — Ws^ th fd all liy hta <vid 
di^ii^ j^/^nigtiy Ygere transferawl ^from ;iha to hinisidf 
J9Vf was the judgment— )i/r wue the responsttnlity Tanu to 
me belonged only the sablime “oU3ga)don of unconditional 
faith in That faiih I rc-aliae(L\'- j[( is true that ho 

taxed me "at times, in his iv]iortaof porimolar iliihtr, with 
** horrible cowardice,^ and oven u itli a (xmnjfjtice'that seainod 
inexplicable, excej^t on the siijipoifition of txrtffiieiy/* But this 
was only afj ^^ h pa xkr with him : tlis idw of secret i>erQdy, 
that was constantly moving iindcr<gfOUTid,*gare an iuternd to 
the progress of tihe wih^ which ‘ds^ tended to tihe monolonous. 
It was a drau^jbic artifloe for Where the 

incidents might happen to be to6 sS^hiny divendfi^. But that 
he did not telieve his own charges iw clear, fceeause he never 
repeated theminida ^‘General Hktoi^of theGamMgnsjl^ whidi 
was a return^ or reca]^tulatihg of his deSy repbit&' 

♦ ^ ggfteiWUiy 

S|Tery<^ ; and the result wm pretty uniEbnu — viz., 
my bioUiGr «nd I lemiinatcd the Uatile by irndsUng upon 
our uiidouV^ to run away. 1 should 

ftnoy, pecU'M that right to cvciyVMIP'r^, surely, it 
is sadly dKA^ve, ' But .gitt'' jhia. catattrophe/to mqst of 
uur akiimishc^ and to sHl our ^tehed battles except one, 
grow A etapding' schism lietweea my Uocher and myBQl£ 
nnlimiit^, obodienee,had reqaiet-to action, but not to* 
opinioiu' ' Loya3ty.-to my brother did not rfist^unon hypo- 
crisy ; bScsSdal wtis it did not follow i£at I must 

be falm. in 'rthUon to- hip ea^dous opiniousi 'Asui these 
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opinions sometimes took the sbape of acts* Twice, at the least, 
in every week, but sometimes every nighty my brother insisted 
on singing **Te De(U]n'” for sappiqsed -victories be had won ; 
and he insisted also on zny beftrthg a l^in thete ^Te Deums.” 
Now, as I knew of ^'o such viotyri^ but lesolntely asserted the 
tnith-^viz, ^ rnn a^ y^it sliglvt^ was thus given b> 

the else trittoqpwpfeote^ Once having 

littered my pr(Yt»e4 however^ tfiJlinglyI‘^vo my aid to the 
chanting; for T^lovSd nnspealjttbly the grapd ettd varied s^^stem 
of chanting in tfaa B^jimisb and^ fengliah Gknrchep. And, look- 
ing back at this day 'td the inoffalde bexiefits which 1 derived 
from the ehtzveh of my childhood, I account anKhig' the very 
greatest xeapfaed me through tlie vonons clients 

connected wttK'thdi ^^^0, JubSaite^’’ the ‘‘Magnificat," the 
**Ti- 1>enm/\t}io “ Bengdicilc,*’ etc. Tlimiigli those chants 
It was that the sorrow which 1m\l waste my infancy, and the 
'(le\ntion which ftUm.'&Ld . made a iiecesMity of my being, 
were profmindlv. 1]^ and 

depA. to ■ motion ; gic, d^otiuii^ gave ,gri]ndeiir and 
i(VcaIi^iai^^i[S^^mw^ ^^.^oithiT uas for lovo for diant- 
rag* alfiigether witfaoaTljtnWledge. A aon. of my reverend 
guardian, much oM«r tliaif'knypelf, who posHs^«ed a singular 
faculty di pri^ueing a sort of ^aecoihpnnimont witii 
oiic-hnif of hU month, whilst he sai^g with tiic othi r half, 
ihad given me some inststtttions in the, art of chanting ; and, 
ks to my-brdither, he, the hundred-lianded Briareus, could do 
iall thjn^ L cotirse, ther^re, he could clASSTT*^ 

Once'l^V^ begun,, it' .followed natumlly thi^.the w*ar 
should deepm iA Utteratga.,- thg( irrstAM^^ 

ill the flfi^h, insults 1iluit,whl^i^the l^rt — ^theac werb not 
ft^tutes of Ihe ease likely to be forgotten by our enemies, 
aud far less by my fiwy brother. 1, , mitered 

not into anyrof the pami<me;^t wfir/nii^^m^f^poBed to 
kindle, except '<mly the i^vobio'^esE^.ot mixiei^. JWwr it 
was not ! for eKperience hod [tan^t me that, under the lan^ 
ftomfiring of opr ,nndisd|li^ onomScft, the chances were 
not many of being woaiid^* But ihe unsortaintios of the 
war ; the doubts in every seponate actign whether I could 
keep up the requisite ooilnebtion inth my brother ; and, in 
case I ooUid no^ the utter darknftsi that surrounded my^fiste i 
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n’hethcr, as a trophy won from Israel, 1 should be dedicated 
to the service of some Manohceter Dugon, or pass through fixe 
to Molochs all these contingencies, for me that hod no 
friend to consult, ran* too violently into ‘the master-current of 
my cons titutional desponden cy^ ever to give way under any 
t|iflual elation of success. Success, however, we really had at 
times ; in slight skirmishes pretty often ; and once, at least, 
as the reader will find to his mortification, if he is wicked 
enough to take the side of the Philistines, almost smashing 
victory in a pitched battle. But even then, and whilst the 
hurrtUia were yet ascending from our jubilating lips, the 
fieesing remembrance came back to my jjieart of that deadly 
depression which, duly at the coming ftnmd of ^e moming 
and evening watches, travell^ wi& me' like my shadow 
on our approach to the memorable bridge. ^ b^^ge of 
too surely it was for me ; And evefu' for mylurotb^ 

^ ** Bridffe qf Sighs'* .^Two men of memontte geidns, flood last, 
and liord Byron by many yearn previously, li^ve sej^^pieptiated this 
phrase, and re-issned it as English that many readers sup- 

pose it to be thcirsr Bui the genealogies of fine es^naasumB ahoidd be 
more carefully preserved. The eanwltoion'b^qiiai^ to Veni oe. 

This Jus posUtminii becomes of ml mpo^ in inahy but 
especially in the case of ShakiiMe. Could Cil6 ' have believ^ it 
possible beforehand t And yet n ii’^a fact that he'ia mode to seem a 
robber of the lovrest order, hy mere dint of .suffering robhetfy. Purely 
throiigh their own Jewelly splendour 'have many hundreds of hia 
phrases forced themselves into usage ao general, under the vulgar 
infirmity of seeking to strengthen weak prose by tiireda of po^c 
quotation, that at length the majority of careless rmduhi come to look 
upon these phrases as belonging to the language, and traceable to uo 
distinct proprietor any more than proverbs : and thus, ,oU afterwards 
observing them in Shakspere^ th^ tagard him in the light of one 
accepting alma (like ao many meaner persons) from the common 
treasury of the' universal mind, on whl<di( treaaury, meaatlmeb he had 
himself eobtmnd these tihnses aa original donotiOna of his own. 
Ifeny expreaaki^ in tha^*Puadlse Lott,'* in '*11 Penaeroso/' and m 
" UAUeQEO,'* ore iu'.ihe same pMdloament. And thus' the almost in- 
credible case is realised have described— vis., that timply by 

having enfferod a robbery through two^ieuturies (fer the first attempt at 
plundering Vfiton true made upon hie Juyenile poems), have Shakspm 
and Hitlou oenmiojae tarod aa vobbt^. . -K.&— 'Xu speaking of Hood 
ashavh^appibpriam the OimeBridgsqf Sighs, 1 would not be under- 
stood io xepemt .idm as by postibilii^ aiming ad any conoealment. 
He was fer abovejutfe axnea^^ by hisjiohiUty «f hearty mhewaa 
raised above a|fi nMI'fer It 1^ the over^wlngetpulenos of hfr fsalna. 



INtBODUOnON TO THE WORLD OP STRIPE 


75 


it formed an object of fierce yet anxious jealousy, that he 
could not always disguise, as we first came in sight of it : 
for, if it happened to be occupied in strength, there was an 
end of all hope that we could attmnpt the passage ; and ihoA 
was a fortunate solution of t]}e difficulty, as it imposed no 
evil beyond a circuit ; wbich, at leasts waa safe, if tbe world 
should choose to coll it inglorious. Even this shade of 
ignominy, however, my brother 'contrived to colour favour- 
ably, by calling us — that is, me and himself — “a,corpg of 
; and he condescendingly explained tome, ^at, 
aluough making a lateral movement^’* he hod his eye upon 
the enemy, and might yet come round upon Us left flank 
in a way that wouldn’t, perhaps, prove very agreeable." 
This, from the nature of the ground, never happened. We 
crossed the river at Garrat, out of sight from the enemy’s 
position ; and, otf'^Dur,. return in the evening, when we 
reached tl|at poiii^ at Hyx mute from which the retreat was 
secure to Ore^hay, w 'took 'such revenge for the morning 
insult as mi^t bdofig to extra liberality in our stone doiia- 
tiona •On Ais'lina of poQoy there was, th^i^fore, no cause for 
anxiety ; but the ohmmo^ .case was, that the numbers might 
not be such as to jnstat^ this caution, a^d yet quite enough 
for mischiei To my Imthe^' howev^ stung and carried 
headlong ij^to hostility by the martial instincts of his nature, 
the uneasiness ^of doubt or insecurity was swallowed up by his 
joy in the anticipation of victory, or even of contest ; whilst 
to myself whose exultation was purely official and ceremonial, 
as due 1:^ loyalty from a Cadet to the head of his house, no 
such compensation existed, ThB^eacnar was n o enemy in my 
eyeg ; his affronts were but zetaliations; 9 ^ hislnsults were 
so in^pUcable to my unworth;^ self, being' of a calibre 
exdusivdy meant for use of my brother, that from me 
thei«rec<dlefl^-ima^,an^^ cannon-shuot^fi^T^ttbh’ 

otdinazy coarse of pur < demy’s warfare '^as this ; be- ' 
tween nine and ten.in the morning occurred our first transit, , 
and consequently our qjudiest opportunity for doing businesa . 
But at Ihis time tbe great e ^lynar y interest of breakfast, 
which swallowed up aU nobler considerationB of glory and 
smbitioa; uooupied the work-people of the factory (or what in 
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the pedantic dicticn of this day are termed the ** operatives ”), 
80 that very seldom any serious bufiinefis woa tr^msacted. 
Without any formal ar mjattoe. the 'paramount convenience 
of such an arrangei]i]^t silently seAured its own recogni- 
tion, Notice thm need^^l^n^ of tmoe^ when the one 
side yearned for. .hreaikfak, tl^e other for a respite ; 
the groups, thi9!eti$if6s;on or about the bridge, if any at all, 
were loose, in ttheir amyiand card^ We passed through 
them rapiidly, and, ^ my p^rt^ ; estebangipg a few 

snarls, perhaps^ but seldom or em' jpapping at each other. 
The tamenew almost; .ahooIAsgl tliq^ wbo,' in the 
ofternoo:^; wodld* inadteb^' thahp^ characters 

of tiger-^l^ and' -wolves. Somotimeis hoVe\'cr, inj bother 
fdt it to% a dnty that we should tight in the morning ; 
particularly wlien any expression of public joy for a victory 
-Abells ringing in the distance — ur when a royal birth-d.iy, 
or some tradiUnual coinmemomlion of, aneleiit ^uds (such as 
the 5th of Ho vernberi, irritttod hie, m artial ' propejiwtii^s. 
Some of being religiouK foslniiBi.Beeqil^ to require of 
us an exira Komagt*, for which we kneW.nnt h^ to fhjil any 
natural or signiticant expn^ssilua, ex^t t|)iough sharp iIh- 
chai^s pf Stones, that being a lan^jh^ older than Hehn^w 
or Sanscrit, ^ and universally intellSpble. But, excepting 
those high daj^ of religi^ aolCn^tyf when a.mijp is,isalled 
upon to show that he is not a miimMnt in the 

eldest of uenses/ by th umpi ng %iug to thumps somebody * 
who is accused or accuscdbla 'of bdng heterodox, the g^t 
ceremony of breafcfart was allda^^.to sanctify the hour. 
Some natural *growU we uttuinii^ them soon, 

regardless ‘ ^ 

' Of tbs sweepiog wbirij^'s sway, 
Ths^-^h^'d ii ^ni repCse, look'd for hfl;eTe&ibg prey.*' 

T*' ■'* ' 

Thai came' but too surely. Tes, evening ner«^T furgot to 
come ; this odious nowssily of ^tmg never missed its road 
baclr, of felf asleep^ or loitered hy the way/ more than a bill 
of exchange of a tertian fever. Fm tim^^we^k (Saturday 
sometimes, qdd Sunday Always, wmISy? of i^) the s^ma 
wbgagM.&|gigJ&.,Py.l!J .no^the.mie ^ocesu 
clrcumstanpea Between four and five o clock we had crossed 
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the brirlge to the eafr, or Greenhoy, fade ; then wo i}ait6etl, 
and waited for the enemy. Sooner or later a Indl rang, and 
from the smoky hive issued ther hornets that night and day 
stung incurably my peace of .mind. The order and proces- 
sion of the incidents after this ware odiously niouotonoua 
My broker occupied t he precisely at the 

porntTvEmSTa very ^tle rise ctf attained its 

summit ; for the bridge la}^' in u slight. Vajte3f; 4 and the main 

Jaej^ge ; 

t£^ — ^but havipg first niy pocdceti^ in order to be 

sure that my sto^ ot mfimwition-^toues; ftegpmeents of slate, 
with a xeasonablo proportion of brickbats — ^waa all correct and 
ready for action — he detached me about forty yards to the 
rights my oideis being invariable, and liable to no doubts 
or quihblingJ* Detestable in niy ears was thSL word 
quibhKng^* by i^xr a thousand years, if the war 

had liappenad’ ta;last aojong^ he would Imve &stened upon 
me the fueanbigs or u^hing, at leaal^ to do 

what he cdled ^ 

tinction, or' verbal ^ ^ under some 

eoloarabe pretence ac^rmng to their literol construc- 
tion, theyToally did nojfc jtdmit of being fulfilled, or perhaps 
that they admitted it ifiimh as being capable of fulfilment 
in two sensei^ either of them a preictiefi'sensef True it was 
that my eye was nretematurallT kiyii fur flaws of 
not from pecUjntic SScScmof^ui^’f luViirory, .i-ui, i-u 

tiie contrary, ^nom too dbnseientious a<wi&h to escai^ the mis- 
takes which language hot rigorous is apt to occasion. So far 
from seeking to ** pettifogiulim ” — ia, to find evasions for any 
purpose in a trickstefs hainhte to rtuositiBS of canstmetioir — 
exactly in the qppoeite direction, .excess of sin- 

cerity, most triwillingly X' JbwoAf in '^est everybody’s 
words, an unintentional opening left ftd ^uble interpreta- 
tions, Undesigned equivocatiim ; and it 

* if. * ^\'v 

^ Geoieetiyfit^beensiidtiiMdittyteWidedlspMtla^ 
eCald find his tatmst in Ifthes^tof cavil. But 

I, upon -avsry opposite groi^ assert isuit there is not' one page of 
prose that Coald be sriai^ fw the basirwiHar iu the English lan- 
gnage (ftr lets in the derman), which, upon a' sofficient Interest 
srisiag^ woold^fict^teDhiih Uiattw, simpfy through Its defects in jpn* 
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ia not the cavilling hair-splitter^ but, on the contrary, the 
single-eyed serWnt of truth, that is most likdy to insiat 
upon the limitation of expreasions too' wide or too vagne, and 
upon tlie decisive election between meanings potentially 
double. Not in order to resist or evade my brother’s 
directions, hut for the very opposite purpose — ^viz., that 1 
might fulfil them to the letter — thus and no otherwise it 
liappened that' t showed so much scrupulosity about the 
exact value and pondon of his words, as finally to draw 
upon myself the vexatious x'^proach of ’heiiig habitually a 
“ petdfbguliser/’ 

Meantime, our campaigning continued to* rage. Over- 
tures of ‘pacification were never menticaied on either side. 
And I, part» with the p ysicms only of peay a t my 

heart, dU the worlu of war fait&Iuif;^ and with diatbetiom 
1 presume so, at least, from the results. It is true I was 
continually faUing into treason, without exactly knowing 
how 1 got^into or how 1 got out of it' My hither also, 
it is true, sometunes assured me that he could, a ccotrdin g to 
the rigo uy , qf ^uartial justice, Imye me han^^ oh'the nmt 
trce yre pused ; to whidi my prosaic 1insW<^ had been, that 
or&ees there were none in Oxford Street^which, in imita- 
tion of Von Troil’s fa mous chapter On the snakes of Lapland, 
the reader uiay accept, if he pleases, as a complete course of 
•lectures on the “de ndrology ^ of Oxford Street)~but not- 
withstanding such litTIiTstumblings in my career, I continued 
to ascend in the service ; and I am sure it will gratify my 
friendly reodeis to hear, that, be fore mv eighth hirthulfty j 1 
iwas promoted^to the rank ^cf^m^o^generaL Over this sun- 
slime^ 'EoweW, soon swept a train of dimds. Th^e timea X 
tfikfln pyisem er ; and* with different results. The first | 

time I was carried to the rear, and not molested in any way. 
Finding myself thus igaominiouBly neglected, I watched my 
opportunity ; and, by meting a wide circuit easily effected 
my escape. Id the next ease, a brief council was held over • 

• 

ejsion, for a suit in Chantory. Cbanoery suits do not arisen it is true, 
because fht dpubtfol eipressious do not touch any interest of pro- 
perty; bat what does arise is tlds-<-^at something more valuable 
than a peettmary interut is continually suffering— viz., the inteiests of 
truth. 
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me ; but 1 was not cdlowed to hear the deliberations ; the 
resudt only being communicated to me — which result con- 
sisted in a message not very complimc^ntaiy to my brother, 
and a small present of, kicto t o mjselt This present was 
paid down without any diseouiit» means of a general sub- 
scription amongst the party aupr^nding me — tliat party, 
luckily, notlBmng^eiy hlXlhdoib ; besid^ which, I must, iii 
honesty, acknowledge myself, generally speaking, indebted to 
tlieir forbearance. They were not dispesed to be too bard 
upon me. But^ at the same time, they clearly did not think 
it right that I should escape altogether Dorn tasting the 
calamities of war. And this translated the estimate of my 
guilt from the public jurisdiction to that of the individual, 
Bometimea capricious and harsh, and carrying outj,the public 
award means of legs that ranged through all gradations 
of weigU and agility. One Idck differed exceedingly from 
another kick in dynamic value ; and, in some cases, this 
diference was so distresringly conspicuous, as to imply specifd 
malice^ unworthy, £ conedve, of all generous soldiership. 

On returning to our own frontieiBi 1 h^ an opportunity 
of displaying my exemplary greenness: That message to my 
brother, with all its infu$ of insolence, I treated as faithfully 
for the spirit, and as literally fear the expressions, os my 
memory flowed me to do : and in that troublesome elToit, 
simpleton that Z was, fancied myself exhibiting a soldier's 
loy^fcy to his commanding bfiicer. My brother thought 
otherwise : he was more angry with me than with the enemy, 
I ought, he said, to have refused all participation in su^ 
s antcubdUi ^ insol^ce ; to cany it, waa to acknowledge it aa 
fit to te carried. One grows wiser every day ; and on this 
particular day 1 made a resolution again made 

fttisoner, I would-briny no more “ |aw ” (so my brother called 
it) from ^ P lv 1 If these jieoplemt^ eiend ^^jaw,’* 

1 settled TEat, henceforwards, it mu^ go throu(^ the post-office 

In my former captures, tEere had been ndthfng special oi 
worthy of commemoration «n the oirramstancoa Neithei 
was there in the third, oteepting tha^ by accident, in the 
second stage of the"*c&e, 1 was , ddivei^ over to the custody 
of young jYOtuen apd^ gi.rb ^ whereas the oHinaiy course 
would have thrown me upon the vigilant attentions (relieved 
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from monotony by the experimental kicks} of boys. So far, 
the diauge was very much fuT the better. 1 had a feeling 
inysulf, oil first being*' presented to my laov young mistresses, 
of a distressing sort. Having always, up to the completion 
of my sixth yeaiv ft p^ axkd almost, > 1 might 

6r)y, ranking atgongrt of the housdiold, with all 

its female youpg or .old (a&'ftdvantage which 

1 ow^ originiiily to n ig^g ijlneSB, fun ague, stretching over 
two entire yehn.of my 3^*tralT)r,I Imd learned to 

l ypred^the in;^a |la«ni and iny heart 

thrineqTw^^K^^^vftx^ gratitude^ as-plten as they took me up 
into their md kissed me* Heiie it would have been 
as eve^where tiije ; hut, unfortunateljr, my introduction to 
these' young.wbmen was in theTary^w^^ of chahwstem I 
bad been taken' in arms — ^in arms^.agfiinat thieb own\||pth(>rB, 
cousins, sWj^theiirts, and on ‘pretexts too -frivolous to men- 
tion. If ad&ed the quesUon, itwould'-hb found that I riiould 
not myself djeny the fiiot of being at war with their whole 
order. What was the, meaning (•! iliutt What was it to 
which war pledged, a inanf It pledged^ him, iu cose of 
opijortunity, td bi}ni| rSvoge, and depopulate the houses and 
lai^ of the enemy ; which enemy yrp» ihesa fab girls. The 
warrior stood committed to unive:^''destmcM^. Neither 
sex nor age ; neither the smiles ot UHofl^ding infancy nor 
the grey hairs of tlic venerable patriwh ; neither the 
sanctity pf the matron nor the loveliness of the youtibfal 
brides would confer any privilege witii the warrior, conae- 
quendy not with Ine* ' , ' 

Many other Udeous fcatoies in the military character will 
be Tound in books innumerable — ^le^Ued at fdiose who make 
war, aqd tbmfore at myifelf. And it appears finally by 
these an one <n jmy ordinary pmticcs, I make a 

wildex9ajBt% uid'<»U it a pamfieation th^ Z'hold it a duty to 
put people to tlm award ; rfbioh done^ to plough up the 
foundations of ^!b{r!hea!rtha,ftn4 altars, arid - Aen to sow ih& 
gronmd v fith'iBdt 'i* 

jSSTGSb was 'p9ll|^ my.toin, vAen suddenly 

one. young woman soat^ed me up in 'her arnu, and Idased 
me ; from I was passed round toothers of the party, who 
all^bi turn carassod me, with no allusion to that warlike 
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Knission, against them and theirs, tv^hich only had procured 
me the honour of an introduction to tliemsclycs in the char- 
acter of captive. The too palpable fact that I was not the 
person meant by nature to exterminate their families, or to 
make wildernesses and call them 'pacidcations^ had with- 
drawn from their minds the coxfhter ^t-^tbat^ whatever had 
been my performahees, my intentioiM had been hostile, and 
that in such a diaracter only 1 could have become tbeir 
prisoner, l^ot oali^ did lhege Young, people Jaw nio. biit T 
(seeing no military reason against it) kissed tkm. BeaUy, if 
young women will insist on kisdng msjor-gone^ids, they mu st 
expect that the g enemls will TCtaliata One imly of the 
crowd ad^rted to tlie Siaiacter in which I came before 
them : to be a lawful prisoner, it struck her too logical 
mind that 1 must have been caught in some aggressive prac- 
tices. Think,” she said, ^*of this little dog fighting, and 
fighting onr Jack.” "But,” said another, in a propitiatory tone, 
" perhaps he’ll not do so any more.” 1 was touched by the 
kindness of her suggestion, and the sweet, merciful sound of 
that same Nvt <Zo to any which reaUy was prompted, I 
fear, mu^ more by that diority in her ^11 i^LiTifra^ 

than by any signs of amendment in mysdf. Well was it for me* 
that no time was allowed for investigation into my morals by 
point-blank questions as to ipy future intentiona In which 
case it would have appeared too undeniably, that the same 
sad necessity which had planted me hitherto in a position of 
hostility to their estimable lamilies, wunld continue to perse- 
cute me ; and that, on the very next day, duty to my 
brother, howsoever it might struggle with gratitude to them- 
selves^ would range me in martial attitude, with a pocketful 
of stones, meant, olas ! for the exclusive use of their respect- 
able kinsmen. Whilst 1 was preparing myselff however, for 
this pomful exposition, my female friends observed issuing 
from the factory a crowd of boys not likdy at {dl^to improve 
my prospects. Instantly setting me down on my feet, they 
formed a sort of c ordon ^nttefra b ehind mg, by stretching out 
their petticoats or aprons, as te dancing, so as to touch : and ' 
then, crying out, “ Now, little dog, run &r tiiiy life,” prepared 
themselves (I doubt not) for rsaouing me, should my re-captura 
be effected. 
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But this was not affected, although attempted witli an 
energy that alarmed me, and even perplexed me with a 
Togne Uiought (&r too asnbitioas for my years) that one 
or two of the pnnuiog mi^ lie pomssed by some 
demon of jealonsy, as to my xerelling amoufcst 

! the lips (ff that fair g^th hienng and being kissed, 
[loving and hd^ jioy^ ; ih'wlueh ease, from all that ever 
1 had read ajmt jeal^q^ 0uid 1 had X^a great deal — 
VIS., “OtheUo," aiid ”)> I 

satisfied that, if aggKltrQpnreu, I nad Very li'tSCs chance for 
my lifit. ' That jeahnuy ivas a green-eyed monster, nobody 
conld.kn^' better than I did, VQh, my lord, beware of 
jealoiUV’ r* ‘Tea ; dnd my lord cou^'t possibly Iavo more 
reason fbr hewai^ of it than mysdf ; indeed, well it would 
have been had w lordship mn away aU tha .ministers 
of jealonsy^lago, Oostdo, and. embroidered finodkeRhieft— - 
at the same pace of six miles an hour which leapt me ahead 
of my infariated pnisners. Ah, .that white as a 

leper with of cotton, can I erese tatgit him, him that 
ran so &r 4n advanoe of his party 1 ilRlutt pasedon, but 
jealousy, could hpiye sustained him in so hot a chase 7 
There were some ]^y girls in the ^ conipany that had so 
oondescendu^ly caressed me) hitt» doahUess, upon that 
sweet creature his love mnat hwe settled, who suggested, in 
her soft, relenting voice, a pemtenee in me tbat> alas t had 
not dawned, 'saying, “ Ye$; hU pvribips he mil i^ioeo any 
more." Th&kiitg, aa I tan, of her- beauty, I feU tlut this 
jealous demcidab must fimsy himself jnstifi^ in committing 
seven times se^i^ mnidets upon m«i if Ik should, have it in 
his power. But^ , tiiaiij|c 'lu»yer^ if jealpjjgy nan mn six 
miles an hoim thatn.7a9 <>thet pmons, as for instance pntic, 
mt «an'nm|||p|gin oeea^on, tix and a-holf ; a<^ as I had the 
start of him ^^.Wow, leadei), and hot « very short start — 
t topka_be*^ti>^ithfl.. ex p anded iwtfa'coaits rf mjr dear...£t^ja]e 
friends ! — natimlly it happened tiiiS gawn^^i^STmonster 

came in soeond bast. Time .lilbkily was ^neions with km ; 
andi'na^egail^^, when hardiiid ma into the by-road 

ht'Qreenfaay, he fumed hack, for the 
mohM^ :^iid .m^jraalf 'enddenly icleoaed from 

dan gi r . ■ Bnt this eoanted for’fiMiiiag. Ihe same 



INTRODUCTION TO TM WORLD OF STRIFE 83 

would probably revolve upon me conUmially ; and, on the 
next rehearsal^ GreeH'^yefl might have better luck. It 
Baddened me, beeidea^ to find myself under the political 
necessity of numbering amopg^ the Philistines, and os 
daughters of Galh, so many und-h'eeSrted girls, whom, by 
personal proof, I knew to be stehi In the profouudest sense 
1 was unhappy ; *and not from' any momentary accident of 
distress, but finxn deep glimpses tfUpb now, aiiid heretofore, 
had opened themselTes^ as anose^'inio the inevitable 

conflicts of life? One of the^Wddest among such Conflicts is 
the necessity, wheresoever it occurs, of adopting — though the i 
heart should disown^fhe enmities of one*^ own family, or ^ 
eoimtiy, an religious sect 'In fbnns how afSioting must that k 
necessity have sometimes occurred during, the Parliamentary 
War! .Jiindy-in afto years, amount our beautiful old 
English' metrical romances, I .fonnd the same impassioned 
complaint^ uttered' *by‘ a knight, Sir Ywain, as early as 

A.D. 1240-^ 

^ But now, vhere’er 1 stray or go^ 

" . j IfykaartSUKhartbatismyrnet" 

I knew — I wtieipated to a certainty^— that my brother 
would not hear of any merit behmg^g to the factory popula- 
tion whom every day we hjS to meet in battle ; on Ihe con- 
trary, eTen'snbmisBion on ihdr part, and willingness to walk 
penitentially through the would hardly* 

have satisft^ his sense'of thmr cnminolity. Often, indeed, ^ 
as we came 4n view the fltctoryy he would dutke his fist at^ ' 
it, and say, in a ferocious tone of voice^ ^*Detenda at Ghr- ^ 
thago J^^ And certainly, 1 thought to myself, it must h^\ 
admitted by everybody, that the factory' peo]^ are inex- ; 
enaable in raising a rebellion agai:^ my bf^er. " But still v 
xsb^irexfiumexyj^ wersT^iraQ^ ; w3ni!eGS[fi| 

that stretch out\fhair petticoatf like sake of 

screening one from' the hot pursuit of with fiery i 

eyes (green or otljinrwue) xelljb^ aio not the sort of people 
that one widmsto lMii^* . 

Homewards, thercf^" I drow in sadnessi and little 
doubting that heraiftfr I might have verbal fends with my 
brother on behalf of my feir friends, but not dteaming how 
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much diEtpleasure 1 had already iuonrred by my treasonable 
collusion -with tlLcir caresses. That part of the affair he had 
seen with his ont'u firom his position on the iidd ; and 
then it wah that he left me indignantly to my &tc, which, by 
my first reception, it woe to see would not prove very 
gloomy- When* I came inio*'6uT own study, I found him 
en^ag^ in preparing a (which word was just them 

travelling into univex^ use), r^orting briefly tlie events of 
the day, The, act ,Q f ,j3mwina as 1 dmll again have 
occasion to inention!" was mnoni^ JuaJ Poremo^ ^accomplish- 
ments; and round the. matgin of the bulfetin ran a black 
border, ornamented with ^ cypress^ and other funmiil 
emblems. When flsidxed, it was carried into the room of 
Mrs. i^Ypn s. This Mr& Evans was an important person in 
our offoira My mother, who never chose to have any 
direct communication with her servants, idways had a 
housekeeper for the regulation of all domestic business ; and 
the housekeeper for some years was this Mrs. B vana. Into 
her private parlour, where she sat alooFni^ the under 
servants, my brother and I *had the e n i r ^ at all times, but 
* upon very different terms of acceptance : he as a favourite of ‘ 
the first dasB ; 2, by sufferance, as a sort of gloomy diadow 
that ran after his person, and could not well be shut out if 
he were let in. Him^she admire^, in, the highest 
dfl^e ; mysdf, on riie cojitra]^, she detested, — which made 
me miliapi)y. But then, in some measure, she made amends 
for thifi^ by despising me in extrendty ; a nd fo r.^f I was 
. tr^ tl^jkfijl — I need not say tcAi/, os thV re^er alre^y 
knowa Why she detested me, so for as 1 know, arose in 
part out of my thoughtfulneBs indisposed and in 

} part out of my salvage, X had a great 

' to say, but then I xoiIH^SS^TBr^uly to a very few 
amonfpt whom Mrs. Evans was certainly not one \ ' 
and when I ^ aay anytliing^ I fear that dire ignorance pro- ^ 
vented my l^ng the proper xejrtrainta upon my too liberal 
candour; mid could not aoceptable to one who 
thought-nothing of workhog for ujff porpoee^ or for no pur^ 
pose^ by petty tricks^ or even fidkADods^-all which 1 held 
in stem abhorv^nce, that 1 wsm at no pains to conceal The 
huMw, on thhf occasion, garnished with its pageantry of woe, 
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cypress wreftibs, and arms reversed, was read aloud tu Mrs. 
Evans, indirectly therefore to me. It communicated, with 
Spartan brevity, the sad intdli^nce (but not sad to Mrs. £.}, 
that the maioy-yenor al had Wt over disgiiaoed himdolf, by 
submitting to the caresses of the enemy.’* I leave a 

blank for the epi Aet affixed 18 ** coreSM ” not because Acre 
was any blank, but> on the contrary, b^uae^ my brotlfei'^a 
wrath had boiled over in such a hubble-bubble of epithets, 
some only half erased, some douli»tftiUy erased, that it was 
impossible, ouf of the various readings, to pick out the true 
classical text ** Infamous," “disgusting,” and “odious,” 
struggled for precedency ; and iafamms &cy might be ; but 
on the other affixes I held my own private opinions. For 
some days, my brother’s displeasure continued to roll in 
revci'beraiing thunders ; but length it growled itself to 
rust ; and at last he descended to mild expostulations witli 
me, showing clearly, in a series of gonei^ orders, what 
frightlol conscquencca must ensue, i| m ^ior -generals (as a 
generd principle) shouJd aUow t^mselves to .Jfissed^by 
the en^BJy- * * * 

'"'^bout tiiis time, my brother began to issue, instead of 
occasional bulletins, tlirough which lutherto he had broatlied 
his opinions into the ear of the public (viz., of Mrs. Evans), 
a regular gazette, which, in imitation of the “London Gazette,” 
was publkhed twice a^week. I suppose that no creature 
ever led surii a life as I in that gazette. Bun up to the 
giddiest heights of promotion on one day, for merits which I 
could not myself disoem, in a week or two I was brought to 
a court-martial for ofiTenoes equally obscure. I was 
cashiered : Lwas restored “on the inte^ion of a 
tipgqkh^Ja^” (Mrs. Evans, to wit); Iwos threatened 
with iiuliig 'ilriunmed out the army, to the music of the 
“ Bggij^aJdac^h ” ; and than, in the midst of all this misery* 
and degradation, upon the di^very of some supposed energy' 
that I had manifested, I was decorated with the Order of the- 
Bath. My reading had be& extensive enough to give me 
some vague aerial sense of the honour involved in such a 
dacoratii^ whilst I was profoundly ignorant of the channels 
through which it could rea<di an individual, and of the sole 
fountain f>om which it orald flow. • But, in this enormity of 
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diq>ioportion between the cause and the effect^ between the 
agency and the result, I saw potlilng more attonishing than 
1 had seen in m^nj other eoafeesedi^.tnie. Thou- 
sands of Tost eSaekl^ by eU ' Wt I .had heardl, Hnked them- 
selves to eansea "The dr^idful taint of 

scro&la, according t6‘ dth h$w'of fiH Ohjpiatendom, fled at 
th^^ple lio^.ofja Sts^.eo^eimgn^ : no miracle in the 
Bible, from Jordan .could be mm sudden, 

or more asti^imdiugly victoriofls. ‘ By my om ezperienoe, 
again, X knew tlM a sj|iiaft (a^ called) upon Hie eyelid 
could be eaaQy tedne^ thou^ jf!ot instantaaeouidy, by the 
slight appUc^fion of^fnygaldm trinket-. tlTarta upon tlie 
fingers of children t'h)^ myself kaoWn to vanish under the 
verbal charm of a gip^ woman,/ without any medicinal 
application whatever. And I well Icnew, that almost oU 
nations believ^ in the dreadfnl mystery of 'the ml eye ; 
some requiring, as a condition of the' evil agency, tihe.co- 
preaence of malice in the agent $ but othen^ as appeared from 
my fothcr’s Poxtugnese recoU^tions, as^bing the^'same 
horrid power to ^ eye of certaui sdbet persona, even 
though innocent of' all malignant purpose,' and absoluUdy 
uneonsoimia of their own fated gif)^ unifi avnahened to it by 
the results. 'Why, therefore, should there be anything to 
shoek, or even to surprise, in the power claimed by my 
brother, as On .attribute inalienable from pzimog^ture in 
certain select of conferrijtm kni^fly hon^^ 1 

The rn.ll con?^ upon 

me SUXToS^ in of Imj^dent liberality, he 

promised me at .the cud cf certain months, supposing that 
I swerved Itom 'iky by m.jiiisKfkm ddm^uency, the 
GajrtjttitSfifl,!. if Anew/ t(ra|B|'a'&r, loftier dfetinction 
tBEPfBe Mm ao.j; sod those days 

/ and; by ho, of a Stuart only. 
Qttffu Aaiiu, the last BtuaiL who aat on Ihe British throne, ivas tho 
lost of our pcincQB who touclMd foi^ the VMjuejnl (as sciofala waa 
generally oalted uxttU lately) j but tlie 0Ouri»ou 'Houses, on the 
throaes of Jftiuoo, S|palt4 and Kaplei, w w^«s.tlio Houso of Savoy, 
elaittied and SmrulaeQi the same vaiierbatunil'prhllsge doaa to amuch " 
later {itriod 1}mb the ye«kl714— the Issfe of Qdeeii Anne : ktoordlng 
to thnr own apd ijba piopw frith, CouM have deensed Kaaman 
tlie SynaD, and* 
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it has become much more 8o ; because the long roll of 
martial flervkea in the great 'war with Napoleon oomTOlled. 
niir gcrvmimeut greatly ti> vritleu t he*l!iiu5rjoj f^Jjiej^ 
This -^roinise was neve r^ A drilftirf want* of 

tsl.rmoroiu pezeeculiun on i)iUreieeti to luy brother’s 

wearied ear, an^ somewhat caRuus s^se of bemour. Every 
fortnight >or so, *1 took cose a 

« r tfraJ ier.’* as, lawyers call it— a new ud mised brief — ^ 
menLorialiBing my pretensinna Thtee it was my brother’s * 
policy to parryj by alleged instances of recent misconduct on 
my part But ail micIl oiTcnoc^ 1 insisted, were thoroughly 
washed away by -tub^'f^ueut services in moments of peril, 
such as he himself could not always depy. In reality, 1 
believe his zeal motive for vnthholding th'e Oarter was, that 
he had nothij^ better to bestow upon himself. 

Kow, look ^ere,” he would say, appealing to lirs. Evans ; 
“l^auppose there’s a* matter of half-a-dozeh kinj^ on the 
Continent that would consent. to lose three of^ their fingers, 
if by such a samfiee. they could putobaae the b lue riba nd 
and Iiese is this little aoamp, conceiting )xinikdt entitled to it' 
befi/re he has finished two campaigns.” But I was not the 
person to be , beaten off in this fashion. I took my stand 
upon the proioise. ,A promise was a promise, evtm if made 
to a scamp; and, then, be6ides«~— but hesitated ; 

awful 'thoughts interposed to check me ; dse I wished to 
suggest tliat^ poriiap8.Mae two or three among that half- 
dossen kings might algTW scamps. However," Z reduced the 
case to tids pl^ dilenuiia : These six kings hod received a 
promise, or they had not If they had not, my case was 
better than theirs $ if. they hadf then, said I, “ all seven of 
118 ’* — p - I was going to add, " are sailing jh the seme boat,” 
or something to "(hat effect^ though not so, pbtaresq^uely 
expressed ; but I was intenUptedlby his dearlly firowu at my 
audacity in thus Bnldiig ninysdf 'On as a seventh to' this 
a ttelage of kings ; and thfd; such an abkdute grub shouhl 
dream of nutkiiig as one hi a bjright pleiad of pteiendors to 
the Gknttr. Z had^ itot pari^lad^. thdu^t of that ; but, 
now^i^t such a demfir was bflked tn my consideration, I 
thou^it.of jumiadb^ biai ida^cerinin shadowy sense, 

I also might presume to clam myself kin j^the meaning 
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of wlildi was this : Both my brotlicr and myself, for tlie sahe 
of varying our intclleotuid amnspmouts, occupied ouxadvCB at 
times 111 goveming imaginary kingdoms 1 do not mention 
tliis as .anything unusual ; it is a common resource of mental 
activity and of aspiring eneigies amongst boys, ]^r|}gy 
C^eridg e, for example, had S Idngdom wfaiph he g<fremed 
for many years ; wheth^ or ill, is moira than I can say. 
Kmdly, I am suie,^ he would govern it ; hut, unless a 
machine had been lusted for enabling him to write with- 
out effoi-t (as was r^y done fur our Fourth Qeoi^ during 
the pressuzo of illnm), I fear that the public service must 
iiave languished deplorably for want of tho^ rryal signature. 
In sailing juist his own dominions, what dolorous outcries 
would have saluted him from the shore — Holloa, royal sir 2 
here’s the deUce to pay : a perfect lock there is, as tight as 
locked jaw, upon the course of our public business ; throats 
there are to Im cut, from the product of ten jaU-ddiveries, 
and nobody dares to cut them, for want pf ^ the proper 
womnt ; archbidioprics there are to be fUted, and, because 
flic^ are filled, whole nation is running helt enskelt er 
into heresy ; — and all in conBeq[Ucnce of your majesty’s 
eacred laziness,” Our govenuneuts were less zemissly 
administered ; since each of us, by continued reports of 
improvements and gin^iious concessions to the folly or the 
weakness of our subjects, stimulated the zeal of his rival. 
And here, at least, there seemed to be no reason why 1 
should come into collision with my fdeetber. At any rate, 1 
took pains not to do so. But all was in vain. My destiny 
was, to live in one eternal dement of feud. 

'^y -My own kingdom was an idand called But 

in what parallel Of north or south latitude it lay, T concealed 
for a time as rigorously as ancient Home through every 
century concealed her rod namo!^ The object in this pro- 

^ QAo iSoson,' 1 Mleve, why it was hrid a point of wisdqm, in 
anrimt days, tost the mstropdUi of s warlike state dionld have a 
secret name hidden firom too world, lay lathe Fagan praeticeofevocatfon, 
applied to tlw tutriaiy deitiM of such a state; ..These ddties might be 
Ini^ by cevtaih rites end briberies into a transfer of their ihvoiizy to 
the benegiag axmy^ But, in ordor to makesuoh an evocation effectual 
it was neoteaary to know toe original and secret name the be- 
leaguered city ; and thWJlMrefbre, i tee leMf rionsly offlS Beale d. 
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vuional concealment was, to regulate the positiun of luy o>vu 
teiriiory by that of my brother’s ; for I visa determined to 
place a monstrous world of waters between us, as the only 
chance (and a very poor one it proved) for compelling my 
brother to keep the peace. At lengthy for some reason un- 
known to me, and^ much to m^ astonidunexkt, he located his 
capital city in the Mgh latitude ‘of ^66 deg, noSrth , That 
fact being once publiiAed and settlediinjsitahtlyi! smacked my 
little kingdom of Gombroon ^wn into the tropics, lu 
deg., 1 tiiiph* SoBth^of the Iki^ Now, at least, 1 was oii 
iHe fight side of the hedge, or so T flatimd myself; for it 
struck me that my brother never would degrade himself by 
htling out a costly nautical expedition against poor little 
Gombroon ; and how else could he get at me I Suin^ly the 
very fiuiid himself, if he happened to be in a high arctic 
latitude, ivould not indulge hk malice so far as to follow its 
trml into the Tropic of Capricorn. And what was to be got 
by such a freak 7 ThexeMas no Golden Fleece in Gembreen. 
Tf^tlie^fiond^or^lfiy brother fancied for once they were 
in th? w rong bo x s end there was no variety of vegetable 
l^roduce, for I never denied that the poor litUo island was' 
only 270 miles in circuit Think, then, of sailing tlm>ugh 
75 deg. of latitude only to crack such a miserable little 
filbert os that But my brother stunned me by explaining * 
tha4 although his capit^ lay in lat 66 deg. N., not the less 
his dominions swept southwards through a matter of 80 
or 90 deg, ; and, w q( Capricont. of it 

wi^ his own private property. I was aghast at hearing t/iat 
It seemed that vast horns and promontories ran down from 
all parts of his dominions towards any country whatsoever, 
in either hemisphere empire, or republic; monarchy, 
polyarchy, or anarohy---4 ^t he nag ht have reasons for 
as saulting . 

llmein one moment vanished all’ that 1 had relied on 
for protection : distance 1 had relied on, an d suddenly I waa^ 

most fi^idsj^ enemy, 
l^overty 1 i^d relied on, and was not denied ; he granted 
the poverty,, bat it was dependent on t]|0 barbarism of the 
Gombroonians. It seems Ihat ^in the centred forests of 
Gombroonla t here were d iefflcmd miiij y , which my people^ 
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from their low condition of elvill9aUon» did not value, nor had 
any means of working. Farewell, therefore, on my side, to 
all hopes of endniiug fox here Was established, in legal 
phrase, o hg?t i or .ever npoiVtiQr isiandi and not upon its margin, 
hvt iih very centre, in favour of any invaders, better able 
f.iau tlie nalives to make iU ilxvaAires available, For, of old, 
it was an ariiclo in* my brother’e cofle of luarals-^that, 
^uppo&iug a contest between any two iiaitu-^, of whicli one 
an article, whiltt the other iroii tieUvr abl^ tQ use it, 

' «thu rightful pnipe^’^i’e^t^.in^ the ^ttcr. As if you met a 
man with a luu^et, then you iniglit justly challenge him to 
A trial in tlie art of making gunpowder ; whjrh if you could 
maker cmd he conld'fio^ in tliat case 'the tuudk<*t was do jure 
youM. For what shadow of a right had the icllow to a noble 
instrument which hdr^^Mfuld not a serviceable 

condition, with its daily of powder and 

shot t it mof be fsmded tihaVthi^ idl tlm relations 

between us. as independent' aqveieigos (whalher of war, dr 
peace, or trea^) ranted npon our own i^rasentalions and 
official reports, it was snidy within ^y mnpeioxice .to deny 
or qualify, as niiuh as within his to^Mert' , But, in reality, 
the law of the contest between us^ |as sogji^tsd hy some 
instinct of propriety in my own mind/ would nut allow me 
to proceed in such a method. ^Vhat he said was like a move 
at dieos or draughts, whidi it was childirii to dispute. The 
. move being made^ my buriness yna'^tx} face it, to pocry it, 
to evade it> and, if I eould, to oveoj^low it I 'jproceeded as 
a lawyer who moves as long as n<^by blank denial 

of facts (or eominy m was}, but tly (s.a, admit- 

ting tlie allcgatioua o( fact^'tirrUtberwisMS kiteipretiug their 
construction). It was the understood nkBessity of the case, 
that I inu8t.pa^vefya(^t.^.lB!9g^ so far 

. aa their veriml expression ; 1 vrouldaxtricate 

7 xny pour islanders from iheir troubles, it Dsust ha by somo 
dbriAetion or avasion lying vifth^n llBaa .,ex|UB^On, or not 
blAukly eontradictfug it. . ' 

1^. "How, abd lo what extenV’ Uiyhrothgr asked, "did I 
• raise taxes Uj|Hin luyaubjecU 7 ” ^ My fiiut iiapulso was to say, 
that"! did nqt ton them for l.had a perfect horcor of 
doing SQ ; but jtfudejBico would not allow of my saying ihai; 
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because it Mr’as too probable be would demand, to know 
how, m that casoj 1 maintained a standing amy ; and it 1 
once allowed it to bo supposed th^ I bad none, there was an 
end for ever (o the indepep^etiee, of mj;r.jieople. Poor 
things 1 they would have been m a 

month. I took some days, iheiieSafe, that pointy 

blit at last replied, iluit my people, lieing maritime, supportid 
thexnFclvesTiiiiinly byahifiTing lishcrj^ &un which 1 deducted 
a part uf the pivdiioe, and afterwards ‘soi djt for manure, to 
ntiighh-r.iriiig natiqia_ TliiSlaBt bint I borrowed Jhiiii the 
coiivcrAuticin (*f a «>tranger who happened'^ to diuo um; day at 
Orc-ciihay, and niontioned tKat in Uenronahire, or at leubt* on 
the we^ik'ii] cooKt (d that oountiy, near Jlfrucmabe, upon any 
u.x('('S«ive tako of hezTings, buxoiid what the markets could 
:i 1 >.- 0 Tb, the bUTjduB WB8 applied to tho hmd a» a valuable 
iliv-^bing. It might ha jiiferred from thiF account, however, 
t)i«a the nxta must 1*0 ifi' a languyiing stale, amuiigst a people 
that did iiut understand the proce^a ('f malting firii ; and my 
hnither oWrved derisively, mu<*h to my grief, that a wretched 
jVhiJm^iagiiud p^le must miiku diiickiiig sohlieia, .weak as 
a(Ser,'and liable to bo knocked over like uinejiU|p ; whereas, 
in his amy, not a man ever ate herrings, ^Rfmras, mackerels, 
or, in fact, oon(h»ceaded.jbp .any thing worn .thab* idilhins of 
beefc 

At eveiy step 1 had tO'ciif^iilBud for the honour and in- 
dependenco of my idajfdyrtf ^ so that early X cam to un- 
derstand the weight sentimen^^ 

* • 

Uneasy lies the head that weSn a crown 
Oh, reader, do not laugh j ylsl^ed f^r eysr under the terror 

anythlg but 

figurative ; tiie -ethtf i n a v^ld T^ ly padaL where tdl the A 
eonibats and the Midlhrinj^'we(c absolute moonsl^ And yet 

the simple, truth ia-rthat^ tor anxiety and^cTistreM of mind,*' 
the reality (whkih dmoat' every mnming'a light i brought 
nmnd} nu » aothing in cbuipanaoii qf that dream-kingdom 
wliich rose like a 'Vapour from my own beam, and which 
axiparefttly by {be Jgf of my WiU could be for eveivdisBo]vie& tUsHx 
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All ! but no ; I had contracted obligations to Gombroon ; I 
had submitted my conecienoe to a yoke ; and in secret truth 
my will had no such autocratic power. Long contemplation 
of a shadow^ earnest study for the wd&re ^ that s^dow, 
sympathy with the wounded sensibilities of that shadow 
under accumulated wrongs, ^ese hitter , experiences, nursed 
by Brooding' tbou^t, had gradually froxen that shadow into 
a rigour of reality far denser than the material realities of 
brass or granite/ Who bpilds the most durable dwellings ? 
asks the labour^ in ^ Hamlet^; and the answer is, The 
gravedigger. for corruption ; and yet His tene- 

ments are incorruptible : ^ the houses which he medccB last to 
doomsday.’* ^ is it that seeks for concealment ? Let 

him hide himself^ ih the unseaj^able of light — 

1 « Hamlet," Act v. scene 1. ' ' - 

^ ** 27i(fo hitnfdf *’ : — ^Tha gieatast sdbtolar, by fiir, that 

this island ever produced (viz., Richard &ntlay) published (os is well 
known) a 4to volume that m some respt^ is the vm worst 4to now 
extant in the world — viz., a critical edition of the JEuradlse Ijost." I 
observe, in the ^Kdiubuigh Reriew*’ (July, ABI, Ko. IQl, p. 15), 
that a learned critic snpiioses Bentley to have meant this edition as a 
practical Jevt " Not at all. Neither could the critic have fancied 
such a poMibUity, if lie had taken the trouble (which I did 
many a year back) to examine it A Jest-book it certainly is, and the 
most prosperous of jest-books, but uxi^ubtodly never meant for such 
by the author. A man whose lips are livid with anger docs not jest, 
and does not understand jesting. StiH, the Bdmburgh JEtevlewer is 
right about the proper functions of the bopk, though wrong about tlie 
intentions of tiie author. The flmt ii, Ito man was maniacally in 
error, and always in ersopr, as regarded the Ulthnste or poetic truth 
of Milton ; but, as regaiued tmth reputsd'and tiuth appafmt, he often 
had theair of being tUriously In the ri^ ; an example of which I will 
cite. Milton, in the First Book of the ParadiM Lu'«t," luid said— 

That from the sewet top 
Of Oreb or of Sinai didst Inspire ; *’ 

upon which Bentley comments in eSiset thus : “ How t-^ihe exposed 

K nmit of a mountain eeoret t Why, it^s like (Siaring Cross— ^ways 
least seciet jJace in the whole, county,*’ So One might fancy : 
sinoe llie summit of a mountah^ like Pltmlpunon or Cader Idris ip 
Wales, like Bkiddaw or Helvellyn Jit Biigbn^ oonstitutes a centnd 
object of .atiiBQtusL .oftd gass for tW wntikT dxounidaoent district, 
measm^d tye mdhM sommiiNS of ,18 to SO jnflss. Upon this oon- 
•IdsMtioii, Bhutler Sweets us to substitute at the true reading— 
’*Ttjjet on themiV(#top»** Meantime^ an actual experiment will 
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of light which at noonday, more effectually than any gloom, 
conceals the very brightest stars, rather than in labyrinths of 
darkness the thickest. ' What criminal is .that who wishes 
to abscond from public justice f Let him hurry into the 
frantic of London, and by no means into the quiet 

privacies of tEe 'countiy. So, aid upon the analogy of ^ese 
coses, we may underatand thai 

by a tho%B§LU<ifold to the feelings, it must ,iiot dtsal with 
gross material intbresU, but with such 4a risc^ into the yrorld 
qf dreams, and cX^i upcui the nervea thmughjpiritwil, and not 
through fleshly, torments. SiCnc, in the present case, rose 
suddenly, like a rocket, into their ntexidian altitude, by 
means of ^ hint furnished to my brother from a Scottish jK 
advocate’s reveries. * ^ 

^^TLis advocate, who by his writings became the remoteV 
cause of so much afficiion to my dbildhood, and struck a'"'* 
blow at the dignity of Gombroon that neither my brother 
nor all the forces of ll groBvl vania (my brother’s kingdom) 
ever could liave devised, was the ^ebrated Ja m^ Burnet t. / 
better kqown to the Snglish public by his ju£maI1^e of 
Lord Jifonlxjdo. The Burnetts of Monboddo, I have often 
heard, rade distinguished for their intellectual ac- 

compMiments through seyeral successive generations ; and 
the judge in question was eminently sa It did him no 
injuiy that many people^ r^arded him as crazy. In 
England, at the beginning ^of the last century, we ‘had a 
saying,^ in reference to the Har veva of Bristol’s 

family, equally distinguished fo and eccen- 
tricity, that at the creation there had been three kinds of 
people made-^viz., men, w^en, and Hgrvqfs j and by all 
accounts something of the mme kind xni^t plausibly have. 

dsmonstmte that thpe Is.Up J^s so absolutely secret end hid de n as 
thty ex p o ^ suiimiit * of a mouiitafa. 3CQ0 fe^ Ughjuju respect^ to an 
the lielqw. A whota'S^ of men, 

wSiiieiii hoiie*''*, ana even tenCi, looked at under those cncuinstances, 

M ab<iolut«1y liiiisihle unless by the aid of glasses; and it becomes 
evident that a murto might he committed on the bare open summit 
of such a mountain with more assnrance of absolute secrecy than any- 
where else in the whole surrounding district. 

^ Which ^ joytnp *' is sometimes ascribed, I know not how truly, to 
Lady Maiy Woiiley Montagu. 
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U'cn said in Scotland about the Biiruettfi, Lord Moiihoddo’a 
uicces, of whom one pcriehed by falling from a precipice 
(and, as 1 have heard, through mere abHeuce of mind, whiht 
musing upon a book which she carried in her hand), still 
survive in the Affecticm of many friends, through tlic 
interest attached to theix' mtcllcctoal gifts ; and M m 
Burne tt, the daughter of the judge, is remembered in nil 
ttiTmeinonals of Bums the poet, as the most beautiful, and 
otherwiRe the most interesting, of his female aristocratic 
friends in Edi^u}^. Lord Monboddo himself trod an 
ecoentric path Htoiature And philosophy ; and our tutor, 
who spent hia whole life in reading, withdrawing himself in 
that way from the otudeties Incidmt to a narrow income 
and a la^ family, foVnd, no doubt, a vast fund of interest- 
ing suggcstlGus in Lord M/s Dissertationfl on the Origin of 
Language ” ; but to us he romftttihit'ab'd tfhly One section of 
tCiT work. It was a long passage, containing some very 
useful illustrations of a Greek idiom ; usefhl 1 call them, 
bocanse four years afterwards, when I had made great 
advances in my knowledge of Oreek, they so appeared to 
me.^ But then, being scarcely seven yeans old, as soon as 

^ It stnkds mo, upon seooad thoughts, that the particular idiom 
which Lord Monboddo illusisrated as regarded the Greek language 
merits a momentary notioo ; and for this reason- that it jiKiys a part 
not at all less conspicuous or less driicate in Iho Jjatin. Here is an 
instance of its use in Greek, taken ffott the well-known Night-scuuc 
in the “Iliad”: — 

m vot/intifct ifTos, 

and the heart of the Bh<u>heTd fiifoices ** ; where the verb id ir 

the Indefinite or oorlst tenbe, and Is meaut to indicate a condition of 
feeling not Jgpited to apy time what6m-*-paBt, present, or ffiture. In 
Latm the force aud elegance of lihis nsage.are equally Impreseive, if 
not more so. At this moment I remember two eases of Ibis in Horace — 

1. “ Rar6 antecedentem s^estiun 
ZJesmdt pede poena olaudo ** ; 

^ 2. , ‘'Slope Diesri^ter 

Heglectus incesto afiiidiit inlegrum.*' 

That is—" Oftentimes the Supreme Bolerj when treated with n^lect, 
confounds or nnites ^not has vsiiM, as &e tyro miglit ianc>0 
impure nan with the upright in one oonmamt fhte.” 

ISxceednigly common b l^is image in Latin poetry, when the object 
ia to geneialise a remark-HM 11^ tonneeted with one mode of time 
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our tutor liail fLulshud liis long c^trart from tlic Scutiit-h 
jiiilge's pivlcction^ X could express tliankfulneE^s for what 
I had received only by compodng my features to a deeper 
soloiiinity and sadness than usual — no very eai^ task, I have 
been told ; otherwise, I really had not the remotest concep- 
tion of what hi8 lor^Ubip mAnt I knew veiy well the 
tiling called a Unsi; I knew even then by name the 
iViniMS, as a respectable tense in the Greek language. Ic 
(or shall we say hef) was known to the whole Christian 
world by this* distinction of* Primus; (pearly, therefore, 
there must be some low, vulgar tense in the background, 
pretending Aho to the name €»f Aorist, but universally 
scouted as the Aoratm Secuiidus^ or XSimingham oounterfoit. 
So that, unable os I was, from ignoranc^ to go along uilh 
Lord M.’8 ap^trcciation of his pretensions, still, had it been 
possible to meet an Aoristus Primus in the flesh, I should 
have bowed to him submissively, os to one apparently 
endowed with the mysterious riglits of piijyogenituin. Not 
BO my brother. Aorist, indeed I ^Primus or Bccundus, what 
mattered it ? Paving-stones were something, brickbats were 
something, but an old superannuated tense! That any 
gi'OAvn man should trouble himself about that! Indeed, 
there was something extraordinary there. For it is not 
amongst the ordinary functions of lawyers to take cliarge of 
Greek ; far less, one might suppose^ of lawyers in Scothind, 
wheiu the gt^n^l system of education has moved for two 
centuries upon a prino^le of shght regard to classical litera- 
ture. Latin literature was very much neglected, and Greek 
iiearly altogether. The more was the astonishment at find- 
ing a rare delicacy of critical instihet, as well as of critical 

more fhan* another. In reality, cdl three modes of time — past, pre- 
sent, fatnre— ace used (though not equally used) iu all languages for 
tins purpose of geueraUsatio]i. Thus, 

1. Theyhfure; as, Sapiens dominabitur asiris. 

2. The jprsseni : as, Fortes fortuha jurat ^ 

3. Tbeposf; as Ib the two cases cited from Horaces 

But this piactice holds equally in English : as to thu future and 
the present, nobody will doubt It } and here is a cose from the past — 
**The fool hath said-va his heax^ There is no Qod”; not meaning 
that in some peat time he bath said ao, but that generally iu all limoi 
heroes say ao, and iM say sOw 



90 


AXJTOBIOGBAPIIY 


Kigacity, a|»])Me*l to the Greek iJionuatic niceties by a 
Sw^ttif-li ]aw\i*r — viz., that same eccentric judge, first niiide 
kuuwu to us by our tutor. 

To the majority of readers, meantime, at this day, Lord 
M. is incinorable chiefly for his craze about the dcgcnera'jy 
of as }ioor moderns, when compared with the men of Pagan 
antiquity ; which craze itself might possibly not have been 
generally knoMTi, except in connection with the little skir- 
nish between hint .and Dr. Jplinspn, noticed in IjOBwell’s 
account of the Doctor^s Scottish tour. " A"h, doctor," said 
Lord M., upon some casual suggestion of that topic, poor 
oreatuies are we of this eighteentli century ; onr fatlici’s 
were better men than wel" “Oh no, my lord,” was John- 
son's reply ; “ we are ‘ quite as strong as our forefathers, and 
a great deal wiser 1 Such a craze, however, is too widely 
difTused, and falls in with too obstinate a pi’cconception ^ 

^ ** Too (AstiwaJU a preconception ^' : — Until the birth of geology, 
ami of foRsil palieontology, conciirnng with vast strides ahead in the 
science of cnmpaTatlve anatomy, it is a woU-establibhed fact, that 
ofteutimoB the moat scieiilltlo museiun ailmltted as gemnne fragments 

P-.' ostpi-y)’ what in fact belonged to the gigantic* brutes of 

cur 1 -•'Ti ii Ti • V..;: . 'stages of develcfpmeni.' This mistake would 
go some way in accounting for the absuM disposition in nil genera- 
tions to view themselves as abridged editions of their forefathers. 
Added to which, as a separate cause of error, there can bo little 
doubt, that intermingled with the human race there has at most 
periods of the world been a separate and Titanic race, auch as the 
Annkim amongst the peoples of Palestine, the Cyclopean race diffused 
over the lUediterranean in the elder sges of Greece, and certain tribes 
amongst the Aljis, known to Evelyn in' his youth (about Cromwell’s 
time) by an unpleasant trav^dlitg experience. These gigantic races, 
however, were uo arguments for a degeneration amongst the rest of 
mankind, l^y were evidently a^yarig^ of man,, cq-ezistent with the 
ordinaryjrace^lSut liable £o"6e atSsorBra'and gradually lost ly inter- 
marii.igs amongst other tribes of tbe ordinary standard, Oocasiooal 
exhumations of such Titan skeletons would strengthen the common 
pr^'ndice. They would he taken not fbr a local variety, but for an 
antediluvian or prehietonc type, from which the present races of man 
had arisen by gradual degeneration. 

These cases of actual but niisinllhpreted ex])6rience, at the same 
time that they naturally must tend to fortify the popular prejudice, 
woidd also, by accounting for it, and engrafting it upon a reasonable 
origin, so fKc tend to take from it the reproach of a prejudice. Though 
emmeons, it would yet seem to us, in Imkuig back ujion it, a rational 
and even an inevitable opinioi^ having sueh plausible grounds to 



lNTJi0I)UCTlO^ TO THE WORLD OF STIHFK 


97 


in the liunian race, wliicli lias in evci-y liypn‘*lw'ii-l*‘'i'* il\v 
regarded itself as iintler some &.tal nece&sit) i»i' duridhi!^, 
mucli to have dmllenged piiMitt atteiitioD. An real 
piiroduxes (spite of tlie idle meaning attaclied^ usvally to the 
word ptiradoj^ liare often no RUs'tliood; IDl, them, so here, on 
the contrary, was a falsehood which had in it nothing 
]Kii'adoxica]. It ctotradictcd all the indications of history 
and experience, which uniformly had pointed in the very 
oppobife direction ; and, so for it ought to have bei-n 
p.irailo\icdl (that is, rovoltlitg to popular opinion) ; but 
was 7wi so ; for it fell iu with prevailing opinions, with 
the oiliest, blindest^ and most inveterate of human super- 

fitaiid npon; plau&lble, I mean, .antU srieisod aecuratf^ uvLiiiiina- 
Uon of tho several cases Lad begun to read them into a diirerrnt con- 
htri^'tiou. Vet, on tlio other baud, in spite of any coluurablo excuses 
that may be pleade<l tor this ]iiejudice, it is pretty )ilain that, aiter 
all, there is in hinnaii natute n deep-laid *'• 1 , •!;. iXi hr. 

(Ta 4 a-cLii]ua^uatuu*ik BSsC why is it ttiat, in every '^ge niike, men 
asserted or even assumed^ tha downward tendency of the Lnmaii 
nwe in all that regards moral quaUtioii. For the pkysUul degenera- 
tion of i^an there really were some apparent. (tliougU eironeoiin) 
argmiientb ; but for the moral degeneration, un aigument at all, small 
or giinit. Yet, a bigotry of belief in this Lllu iiidion has aluays pre- 
vailed amongst utiomli^tM, I^agou alike' and Christian. Horace, for 
example, inruriiis us that 

Aetas tHireutiun, ptyor avis, tuht 

Nos nequlnros-^oK datiipos 
Trugeniem viUosioreiu.’' 

The last gem.ratiDU was wonwadt seems, than the penultimate, an the 
pithput 18 warne than the last. We, however, of the present, bad as 
w L* may l;e, shall be kept lu coauteuance by the coming gbueratiun, 
which will prove much wor^ than ourselves. On tho same (Trecoilcut, 
all the sermims through the three lost couturies, if tiaced bafk thiough 
decennial poriodis so as to form thirty successive strata, will be found 
regularly claiinnig the precedency m wickedness for the iiniucdiato 
penod of the writer. Upon which theories, aa men ought physually 
to have dwindled long ago into pigmies, so, on the othet hand, 
niorully they must by this time have left ^dotn and Ooiuoirali 
for behind. What a strange animal must man upon this scheme offer 
1o our contemplation ; sluiuklsg in size, by graduated process, through 
every ceotury, until at last he would not rise an inch from the ground ; 
and, on the other himd« as rggyrgaL^Rlany? towering ever more and 
more ,up to the '^Wbat a dwarf T what a giant 1 Why, the 

very crows would rombine to destroy such a little monster, 
vot. I . . W ’ jj 
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Btitions. If extravagant, yet to the multitude it did not 
mm extravagant. So natural a craze, tlierefure, howexer 
bascle^si^, would never have carried Lord Monboddo’s name 
into that meteoric notoriety and atmosphere of astomsli- 
iiient wliioh soon invested it in England. And, m tliat 
caw, my childhood would have escaped the deadheht Ijliy.ht 
of iiiortihcation and despondency that' could have hei'u 
incident to a most moihid temperament concurring xvjtli a 
situation of visionary (yes 1 if you please, of funtasiic) but 
hlill of most real distress. 

How much it would have abtonished Lord Mouboddo 
to lind himself made answerable — virtually made anHxxer- 
able, )>y the evidence of secret tears — ^for the miseiy oi an 
unknown child in Lancasliii^e. Yet night and day these 
silent memorials of Fiuiferiiig were accusing him as the 
founder of a wound that could not be healed. It hapjieiied 
tliat the sen^ral volumes of his work lay for weeks in the 
study of OUT tutor. Chance directed tlie eye of my brother, 
one day, upon that part of the work in which Lord 
unfolds his hypothesis that originally the human race had 
been a variety of the ape. On which hypothesis, by the 
way, Dr. Adaui Clarke’s substitution of ape for serperU, in 
translating the word nachash (the brute tempter of Eve), 
would have fallen to the ground, since this would sinqily 
have been the case of one humau being tempting another. 
It followed inevitably, according to Lonl M,, however ^min- 
fill it might be to human dignity, tliat, in tliis their early 
stage of brutality, mvu must hdVe had tails. My bruthei 
mu^ed upon this reverie, and, in a few days, published an 
extract from some scoundiol’s travels in Gombroon, accorduig 
to whi( h the Gonibroouitms had not yet emerged from this 
early condition of apedom. They, it seems, were still 
hnmifiea caudtUL Overwhelming to me and stunning was 
the Ignominy of tliis horrible discovery. Lord M. had not 
overl(H»ked the natural question, In what way jdid jucu gi*t 
rid of their ^tailfli* To spealf the IruSii^ they never vxtuld 
have go£ rid of them had they continued to run wild ; but 
growing civiliaation mti'oduced artf^ and Hie arts introduced 
bcdentaiy liablts. By these it was, by the mere necessity of 
ooutinually sitting down, t}lat men gradually woie off their 
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tAih 1 WeD, and vbat slioitld liiiidcr the Goiuhrnonians 
from Bitting down? ThAr tailors and BlioomakerB would 
imd C(»uld, I hope, ait down, w'ell as those of Tjgrosylvnnia. 
Why not ? Ay, but my brother had insisted already that 
they had no tailors, that they had no shoemakerb ; wddcb, 
thfn^ I did not care much ab(%t, as it merely ]>ut back the 
I’lock of our history — throwing us into au earlier, and thcre- 
foiv, perhaps, into a more warlike stage of society. Ihit, as 
the case stood now, tliis want of tailors, &c., showed clearly 
that the procesS of sitting down, so essential to the eiinribling 
of ibe race, bad not commencud.,i, My broibcr, with an nir 
of consolation, suggested that I might even uuw, w'ltliout an 
hour's dehiy, com]u.d the whole nation to sit down fctr 
hours a- day, which w'ould always “mak_e a bogluiiiiig.'’ 
JBut the truth w^ould reinam as before — vi£, the 

king of apeople that had tails; and the slow, slow pr(»oe<ia 
by which, in a course of many ccr.tuiics, their p*)sti*nty 
might rub them off, a hope of vintages ne\er to be enjoy m1 
by any generations that ore yet heaving in sight — that w«th 
to me tl}c worst form of despair. 

Still there was one resource : if I didn’t like it ” — 
meaning the state of things in Gombroon — I jnightJ^ abdi- 
cate.” Yes, I knew that I might abdieafe; and, once 
having cut Ihe connection between niyuelf and the poi>r 
abject islandei's, 1 might seem to have no iurther intiTcsl 
in the degradation that affe^'lcd tliciii. After such a 
disruption l)t;t\vceii us, what was it t*» mi* if iJiey had c\eii 
three tails apiece? Ah, tlMt was line talking ; but this con- 
iKctioij with my poor subjects had grown ux) so alowdy and 
60 gen Lilly, in the midst of struggles so constant against the 
enriMachmeiite of my bwAher and his rascally x>eople ; we 
hiid suffered so much together ; and the fiLinients connecting 
them with my heart w'cro so m^rinlly fine and fantastic, hut 
for that reason so inseverable, that I abated nothing of my 
anxiety on tlicir aceuuut ; making tliis difference only in my 
legislation and administrative carc*s, that I pursued them 
mcJTe in a spirit of despondency, and retreati*il more slirly 
from communicating them. It was in void that my brother 
counselled me to dress my people in the Roii mn toga, as the 
best means of concealing their ignominious appendages ; if 
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he meant tins as it was none to me , the disgrace 

lay in Ihe lac V publication; and, iii my heart, 

tluiugh I continued to honour Lord Monboddo (whom 1 
hcar<l my guardian dso daily delisting to honour) as a good 
(lieciniL, 3 'et seci'eily t i&sed the Aoristos Fiiuius, as the 
lo'hrcct occas^ of a misery t^hich was not and could not be 
v« ^myrehendc jQ 

fproiu this deep degradaliou of myself and my people, 1 
was drawn off at intervals tQ contemplate a different incxle c»f 
degradaf Ion affecting two persona^ twin sisters, whom 1 saw 
intermittingly ; sometim^ once a*w&k, sometimes frequently 
,on each separate day/ Ton haVe heard, reader, of ^adahs. 
' The patlrps, of thaf, great idea ]^8dibly never reached you. 
' Did it ever strike you liow fax' that idea had 'extended ? Do 
not fancy it peculiar to Hindostan. Before Delhi was, before 
Agra, or Lahore, might the pariah say, I was. The most 
interesting^ if only as the most mysterious, race of ancient 
days, the Pciasgi, that overepread, in early times of Greece, 
the total I^feSiMrauean — n race distinguished for beauty and 
for inUsllcct, and sorrowful licyond all power of man to read 
the cans*' that^could lie deep enough fur so imperisfiablo an 
■ impression — ihrif were ]wiahs. T he Je ws tliat, in the 
twenty-eighth chu|)tor of DeuteronoS^^ero cursed in a 
ccu'taiu contingency with a sublimer curse than ever rang 
thrmigh the pasaioiiute wrath of prophecy, and that aftci- 
wards, in Jerusalem, cursed themselves, icduntorily taking 
on their own hciuls, and on the heads of their children’s 
childien for ever and over, tiie guilt of innocent blood — tJtey 
qre^iu^s to this hour. Yet fur thstn there has ever shone 
a sulieuTlight of bo]je. The gimea. for whom no conscious 
nr acknowledged hope burns ummgh the mighty darkness 
that surrounds them — they ore paridis of pariahs. Lepei^s 
were a incc of mediaeval pariahs, rejected of men, that now 
have gone to rest * *But travel into the forests of the 
Pyrenees, and there you will find their modem representa- 
vtives in the QgSgljt* Are thefts Pyrenean Oagots' Pagans? 
Not at all. They are good Uhxistaans. Wherefoi^, then, 
that low door in fte I^nean churches^ through which the 
Oftgots ore forced to enter, and whidh, obliging them to sloop 
almost to the ground, is a i^crpetuol meiiiento of their 
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degi'adation ? Wlicrefore is it that men of pure Spanisli 
l)loo(l will hold ijo iiiteTcouri>e w'lth the Oogot 1 Wliercfure 
is it that even the shadow of a Gagot) if it falls acroB<« a 
fountain, is held to have polluted that'* fountain 9 All this 
points to some dreadful tain|| of gnilt, real or imputed, in 
ages far remote.^ . 

Bat in.jij-'i.tT.ueaceilLto fflrselves. Jn onr own 
generation, aiid^ our own lan^^ sitting 

u-* iil^ nay, orto]iuiiio« Mtiitig (yet not recognised for 
what they really arc) at good men's tables, llow gonernl is 
that sensuous dubiess, that deafness of the Ijcart^ which tho 
Scriptures attribute to human beings ! Having ears, they 
hear not ; and, seeing, they do^not understand.” In the very 
act of facing or toucliing a dreadful object^ they will uttcily 
deny its oxistenca Men say to me (hiily, wlicn I nek them, 
in passings “Anything in this moming’h papei*?” “Oh no, 
nothing at all.” And, as I never had any other answer, I am 
bound to suppose that there never i/tas anything in a daily 
new8}japer ; and, therefore, that the horrible burden of rniw-ry 
and of* cluingo which a century acciiinuratcs its /treft or 
total result, has not been distributed at all amongst its 
thiity-six tliousand five hundred and twenty-five days : every 
day, it seems, was separately a blank day, yielding absolutely 
nothing — what children call a deaf nut, offering no kernel ; 
and yet the total product has caused angels to -weep and 
tremble. Meantime, when I come to look at the newspax>er 
with my own eyes, 1 am astonished at the misreport of my 

* The name and history of the Pyroncau Casjuts arc equally obscure. 
Some have supposed that, during the period of the Qutide w&ifaro with 
the Moors, the Cagota were a Giiristian Inbe that betrayed the 
Christian cause and interests at a critical moment Xhit all is comec- 
ture. As to the name, Southey has somewhere offered a possible 
interpretation of it; hut it struck me as for from felicitous, and not 
what might have bora expected from Bnutitey, whose vast historitMl 
research and commanding talent ishould natanliy have unlocked this 
most mysterious Qc^ modem secrets if any nnlockisg docs yet he 
within the resonrees of human skill and cornMning power, now that so 
many ages divide us fSfom the origiiial steps of ths ease. 1 may here 
mention, as a fact acdientslly made known to 'myself, and apparently 
not known to Southey, that the Cagots , under a name very slightly 
altered, m found in Vflateo ahe^ alwMl as Spain ; and in provincei 
of FnimeTIiarhin^ub^ rohneotlpn_;A aU with Spain. 
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infuimiuit^. ^yero tlicro no oilier section in it than simply 
that allotted to the police reports, oftentimes I staml 
at the revelations theie made of haman life and the human 
heart — at its colossal guilt| and its colossal misery ; at the 
suffering which oftentimes throws its shadow over palaceb, 
and the graxideur of piute cndjt^ce sninetimes glori- 
fies a cotlageT Here transpires the dreadful ti uth of M'hat is 
going**on for ever under the thich -^urhiins of domestic life, 
close behind us^ and before tiS) and all around us.* Ne^s- 
jiapers ore evanescent^ and are too rapidly recurrent, and 
jK'ople see nothing greatjn^vhat is familiar, nor can ever be 
tiained to read th'e slleht and tKe" sfialtowy m wliat, for tlie 
moment, is covered with tJie babbling garrulity of daylight. 
1 suppose now that, in the next generation after that which 
is here concerned, had any neighlunir of our tutor been 
(Questioned on the subject of a domestic tragedy, which 
Iravelloil through its natural stage's in a leisurely way, and 

under the (‘yes of good Hr. S , he would have n'plied, 

“Tragedy! oh, sir, iiolhing bf’1;he kind! You have been 
miblod ; the gentleuiiui mubt lie under a mistake : x>(-‘t*ha})8 it 
was ill the next street.’' No, it was nut in the next stieet *. 
and the gentleman dot's not lie under a mistake, or, in fiiet, 
lie at all. The simple truth is, blind old neighbour, that 
you, lioing rarely in the liouse, and, -le/wa tboi'e, only in one 
panirnlur room, saw no iii(*re of what was hourly going on, 
lhan if you bad been rt*siding with the Sultan of IlokliarsL 
But I, a child iKjtweeri seven and eight years old, had access 
everywlieiv. I was jirivileged, and hod the cw/refe even of 
the female apartments ; one constMpience of which was^ iJiat 
1 put this and thrit together. A number of syllables, that 
eat‘h for itself separately might have meant nothing at all, 
did yet, when put together, through weeks and months, read 
'for niy eyes into sentences as deadly and significant as Tt'kel, 
And another consequence was, that being, on 
^count of my age, nolw^dy at alI,^ 0 T very near it, I sometimes 
^tuessed things that pcrha^is it had not been meant for any- 
body to witness, or perhaps some half-conscious negligence 
overlooked my^presence. “Saw things \ Wliat was it now? 
Was it a man at midnight^ with a dork lantern and a six- 
barrel revolver ? " No was not in the least like what 1 
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Kiw : it was a dual more like ivliat 1 will endeavour to 
(Itiseribc. Imagine two >oiiiig girls, of wliat exact age I really 
do not know, but apparently iroiii twelve to fourteen, twins, 
remarkably plain in person and ft^atures^ unbcaltby, and 
obwMirely reputed to bo idiots. Whether they really were 
►nch was more th^n I knew, or could devise any plan for 
learning. Without dreaming of anything unkind op uu- 
oourtcous, my original impulse hvA been to say, “ If 'yon 
])lease, are you idiots ] ’* But 1 felt that such a question had 
an air f>f coarseness about itj though, for my own part, I bacl 
long reconciled myself to l)eiug calleal an idiot by my brother. 
There was, however, a further difficulty: breatheil as a 
gentle, murmuring whisper, the question might possibly bt* 
reconciled to an indulgent car as confidential and tender. 
Even to take a lilMjity with those ycui love, is to sh(jw your 
trust in their affection ; hut, alas ! Iheso pi>nr girls were deaf; 
and to have shouted out, “ Aie y m idiots, if you please ? ” in 
a voice that would have luing dcjwn three flights of stairs, 
pn^raised (os T felt, without exactly seeing why) a divadful 
exaggeration to whatever incivility might, at any rate, attach 
to the question ; and some did aliacli, that was clear even if 
warbled throii{^i an air of Cherubini V, and accompanied on 
the flute. Perhaps they w'ere_ not idiots, gnd only btemed 
to be such fri»in the slowness of apprehension naturally' ron- 
iiected with deafness. Thai 1 sjiw them hut seldom, awse 
from their peculiar position in the family. Their iatlier had 
no private fortune ; his inoonu' from the church ^vas very 
slender ; and, though considerably increased by the allowance 
made for us, his tw'o pupils, still, in a gicat town, and with 
so laige a family, it left him lit-tlc room fur luxuries. 
Consequently, he never had more than two Eervaiita, and at 
limes only one. Upon this plea rose the scheme of the 
mother f or employ in g these two ipri** in nieuial offices 
o f th e household e oouony. One rea.son for that was, that 
sEe tliUB indulged her 'dian^ for them, which she took no 
pains to conceal ; and thus, also, she withdrew Hicin from 
the notice of strangers. In this way, it happened that 1 saw 
them myself hut at uncertain intervals. Oradually, however, 
I came to be aware of their forlorn condition, to pity them, 
and to love them. The poor twins were undoubtedly plain, 
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to the tle^^ree which is called, by imfeeling peo])lp, ugliness 
I'hey were also deaf, as I have said, and they were bcrofu- 
lous ; one of them was disfigured by the amall-pox ; they 
had glimmering eyes, xed, like the eyes of ferrets, and 
fii-arcely lialf-opcn ; and they did not walk so much as 
Btunihle along. There, you liave the worst of them. No\v, 
hear Boxnething on the other side. W hat first won luy pity 
their affect ion for . eacl| other, imited to their constant 
sadness; eeron^y, a notion wliiohUiad crept into my head, 
jm^hahly derived from someihing said in my presence liy 
elder people, that they^ wew jlgstined to an early dtjalh ; 
inid, lastly, the' Iiir.-fKnri jjefstQutioijs I'f iheir iiiplner. This 
lady belonged, by birth, to a Jii'>rp elevaii •] lank tVian that of 
her husband, and she was remarkably well-bred os regarded 
her maimers. But she had probably a weak nnderstniiding : 
she was fihrewi&h in her temper ; was a severe economist ; a 
niereiloRs exactor of what she view'ed as duty ; and, in perse- 
cuting lier tw'o uiihapp> daughters, though she yielded 
bliudly to her uncou<^cious diJike of them, os creatures that 
dwgraced her, she %vaa not aware, perhaps, of oven having 
X>nt forth more expresHons of anger and severity than 
were absolutely required to rouse the constitutional torpor of 
lier daughters* nature ; and where disgust has once rooted 
itself, and been habitually expressed' in tones of harsliness, 
the mere sight of the hateful object mechanically calls forth 
the eternal tones of anger, without dibtinct consciousness or 
separato intention in tlic speaker. Loud speaking, besides, 
or even shouting, was required by the deafness of the two 
girla Prom anger so constantly discharging its thunders, 
naturally they did not show open signs of recoiling ; but that 
they felt it deeply, may be presumed from Uieir sensibility to 
kindnosa My own experience showed that ; for, as often os 
I Jiipt tl u mj, uy vxrhange«j ki.^C'i; and my wish had alw’ays 
bf'U to l.pg them, it tlioy ivally mr» idio^ not to mind it, 
since 1 should not like them tfaq less on, that account. Tin's 
of mine never cape to utterpjipe ; but not the less they 
UiTC aware, 1 a my niaiiner of salutation, that one person at 
Least, nmong<st those who might be considered Btrangers, did 
not find ,'inytfaing reiuilbivc about them *, and the pleasure 
they felt was ezpreased broadly upon their kindly fieices. 
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Rui'h was il)e outline of their position ; and, that boin*^ 
explained, whut I bav woh Biinply thin ; it computed a 
and pymbolic ficene, a moiueuLary interlude in dumb show, 
which interpreted and settled for ever in m; recollcc- 
tioji, as if it hod prophesied and interpreted the event a Inch 
sixm followed. They were resting from toil, and botii sittlnt; 
down. This had lasted for pcrliaps ten or liftecn minutt'ts 
Suddenly from 1jelow-«tairs the voice of angry siinunous rant' 
np to their cats.. Both rose in an instant, as if the cohfung 
scourge of some avenging were upliftud above their 

hpads; both opened their wtub; flung them round wash 
other’s necks ; and then, unclasping them, parted to their 
separate labours. This was my last rememhcrablc interview 
with the two sisters; 

had died, I believei oi -‘.u.t:.:., ..*j I \x-\ : .li*} at the 
Bame moment. ^ 

But surely it was no matter for grief, lliat the two scro- 
fiiloiis idiots were dead and buried; Oh no ! Call them 
idiots at your pleasure, serfs, or slaves, strulbnig?^ orparialu 

* **jSifr«Z6r«y^” Hardly strvlbrjtffs, will he tho tliought of tin* 
learned reader, who knowa that f/ovnff wntnen could not ho sti ulla*UK(» . 
binco tho true strulbrug was one who, fioiii liase fear of dying, lia>l 
lingered on iiitn an old age mnnivoroiiR of cv^y genial or vital iiiipnbc 
The being hh horrid creator, ought lo 

undei 1 •• ■ • crention) was a ivre^k, n shell, that had 

Iwon burned hollow, and cancorrd by tho llorce iurnace of life. His 
dock’ work was gone, or carious ; only wme miifcialrlc iragment oi a 
pend alum contumccl to oscillato paralytically from mere inonpicity uf 
anything so abmpt, and th^efore so 'ligoious, as a decided Ham I 
Howover, the use of this di^adM word may he reaKonably extended 
to the young who happen to haTohcuonio bSwntiuUy old iii mistry. 
Intcnsl^ of a suffering existence may compensate the want of oxtciihmn; 
and a boundless depth of misery may be a transformed exprcRsinn for 
a lioundloss duration of misdl'y. The most pmm, to all a])i)Gar- 
ance, that ever cams under my eyes, was an* mfant— -hardly eight, ^ 
months old. lie wa« the il^cgltitnatc sonbf a poor idiot girl, ^/ho liad 
herself been lihanu fully Ul-ti\‘aie.l ; and the poor infatit^ falling undci 
the caxe of an eureged grandmother, who felt herself at once burdened 
and di^graoed, w^G«rledn|ly not better treated. He was dying, wheu 
1 saw hto, of a nSigiSflSg midadiy, with Teaftuvs expressive of frantic 
misery ; and it seemed to me that h*' l^«hi»d at lenct tb*^? /*enturics old. 
One might have fancied him one Cl -'^ir.ii i '.'at, through 

long atjenuation and decay, had dwindled back iuto infiincy, with 
oue organ only left perfeet-^the organ of fear and misery. 
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— case was certainly not worrtene<l by bcinfj Iwoked foi 
placcR in tlic ^avc. Idiocy, for^'aiiything 1 know, may, in 
that vast kingdom, enjoy a natural precedency ; acrofula and 
leprosy may have some mystic privilege in a coiHn ; and the 
ppnah- of the upper earth n| p.y ^ for in the aristocracy of the 
ili:a<L I'hdt the idiute, ivaJ*or reimter(J*]were"at r(*bt — that 
their warfare w'os accomplishtMl — mighty U a man ha})peiLed 
to know enough, he interpreted ns a glorious festival. The 
sisters were seen no more upon staircases or in bedrooms, 
and deadly silence bad Buccteded to the sound of continual 
uproars. Aroniorials of them> were none survmng on earth. 
Not they it was thiit furnished nicmeiitnes of themselves. 
The mother it was, the father it was — tliat mother who by 
persecution bad avenged the wounds offered to her pride ; 
that fatlier wli6 had tolerated this persecution ; — she it was, 
he it was, that by the altered glances of her ha unfed eye, 
that by the altered character of liis else stationary habits, had 
revived f«ir ?»?e a 82»ectucle, once real, of visionary twin sisters, 
moving for ever up and d(»wn the stairs — histers, patient, 
huiublo, silent, tluit snatched convulsively at a loving smile, 
or loving gesture, from a child, as at some message of ri^incm- 
hrance from God, wliispermg to them, “You arc not ft)r- 
golten ” — sisters Iwrn apparently for the single juirpose of 
Buffering, whose trial^ it is true, were over, aiwl could not 
bo repeated, but (ahis for her who had been tbeir cause I) 
ronld not be lecalled. Her face grew thin^ her eye sunk(?n 
and hollow^ jifter the death of her daiiglitere ; and, meeting 
her on tiie staircase, 1 sometimes £mcied that slie did not see 
me so much as soinetliing beyond me. Did any misfortune 
. befall her after this double funeral ? Did the Nmc^ that 
waits upon the sighs of children puraue herlSBipaT^ Not 
apparently ; externally, things went well ; her sons were 
reasonably prosperous ; her handsome daughter — for she had 
a more youth^l daughter, who really was handsome — con- 
tinued to improve in personal attraction^ ; and some years 
after, I have heard, she married happily. But from herself, 
so long as J continued to know her, the altered character of 
countenance did sot depart^ nor the gloomy eye, that seemed 
to converse with secret and visionary objects. 

This result from the irrevocable past was not altogether 
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confiiipcl to heroelf. Tt ih one evil ftttaclied to cjironic an d 
dtjiiK^tic 9 p|gt^8d ;[pn. that It draws iulo its vortex, as unwilling, 
or m*n aa loatliing, co-opLTatt)rH, othora wlio eitlier see but 
jijiriialJy tlie wrong they are abetting, or, in cases where they 
ih see it^ are unable to make bend against it, through the 
iiieitia of their own nature, rj through the coircion of 
(•ir*;n«if*tancm Too clearly, hy the restless imlotion of his 
m.iiimr for some time after the childreuV death, their father 
testified, in a language not fully, jn-rhaps, perceived by him- 
self, or Piennt to b^ undTstootT by olhers, tbal to liis inner 
eonscienco he also was not clear of bl.ime. Had be then in 
any degree sanctioned the iujnstiee which sometimes he must 
Lave w'ltnesscd ? Fur from it : lie hail lieen roused from Ins 
habitual iiiilolcncc intt) energetic cx])ressioiJH of anger : he 
had put an end to the wrong, ylum it came openly befeno 
him : I had myself heard him say on many f*ce.'i‘'iim 8 , wdth 
patriarchal ft*rvour, ‘‘Woman, they are your children, and 
(joil made thejit. Show’ raCTcy tu as you expect it for 
youreelf.** But he must have lieeii aware, that, for any three 
instances of tyrannical usage that fell undcT his ziiitice, at 
least five hundred would escapj it. Iliat was Hie sting (»f 
the rase — th.nt w’as its ]NnKonous aggravation. But wdtli a ' 
nature that sought for peace before all things, in this very 
worst of its aggravations W’us found a iiioibid cure — thi*^* 
eifectnal temptation to w'llful blindness and forgtdfulno^s. 
The sting b(*ctunc tbc x^Uliutum of the wrong, and the poison 
became its anodyne. For togidber w'ltb tlie five hnndreil 
liiililon WToiJgs, arose Ibe necessity that tlic*y be huhlen. 
(^m 1 d lie bu X'inued on, moniing, noon, and night, to his 
wife^fl apron ' And if not^ what else sboidd he do by angry 
interferences at cliance times, than aild special vindiiitive 
impulses to those of general irritation and dislike ? Some 
truth there was in this, it cannot l>c denied : iTmumerable 
cases arise, in which a man the most jiuit is oiyjged, in sonic ^ 
imperfect senqpjjjp i^n^ico ; liis chance experience 

must convince him that injustice is continually going on , 
and yet, in any attempt to intercept it or to check it, he is 
mot and boffl^ by the insuperable obstacles of household ' 
necessities. Br. S— , therefore, surrendered himself, as 
under a ooer^ion that was ium« of Ids creating, to a pasrive 



AUTOnUjfinAIMIY 


lOR 

ac«iuics(‘uncc mid a MindneRf^ tliat sooilicd liis eoiiF-titnlional 
iinioleiice ; ami lie reconciled hi*? feelings to a tyranny wliirli 
he tolerntcHl, under Rome self-fiatteTing idea of Rubniitting 
Ti'ilh n^&igiiation to a enJamity that he Buffered. 

Hone yoRTR after this, I read the "-Agamemnon 
iEschylujj and thou, in ttie prophetic, h r:^i: n-.'i M, 
Ca|Sj^ra surveys the regal aliode in Myeexun, destined to • 
l»c Xu?' scene of murders au memnraldc through the Ion*; 
tr.4dit.iou8 of the Qreciiui stage, murdefR that, many centunt*.- 
ufter all ll»<* jiart-ies In them — ^jietpetrtalot!^ snfrerer«i, avcngiTs 
'^--hacl Ivi'omc* dust and ashes, kindled again into mighty liit* 
tfiroiigh a thnuRaiid years upon the vast theatres of Athens 
und Home, I rcfmucd the horrors, not prophetic but nu*morinl, 
with whiclx I niystdf liad invested that humble dwelling of 

Ur. S ; and read .'i-r.in,jfepn;^»oil in visionary proportions, 

the Bufferings which there had darkened the (Liys of people 
known to inyBPlf through tw’o distinct Bucct»SRiona — not, as was 
n.atural to expt'ct, of ])«irciitB first, ami then of children, hut 
inversely of children and pareuta M^ncheBter was not 
Myronao. No, but by many degrees nobler?^n some of the 
features most faionrjihle to tmgio effects, it was so; and 
wanted only those idenlisiiig advantages for wididrawing 
mean details w'hich are in tlie gift of distance and hary 
antiquity. Even at thfit djiy Jdiuichcflfer ivas far larger, 
teeming with more and with stronger hearU ; and it C(»n- 
tained a iwpuhilion the most eneigetic oven in Uie modern 
World— how much n.ore so, therefore, by onmpariRon with 
any race in ancient Greece, inevitably rendered effuiuinate 
l>y dependence too genofiJly upon slavea Achl to this 
Bujierior energy in Laneashire, the immeasurably pn»fonnder 
feelings ^nerated by the mysteries ivhich Bland behind 
Christianity, as compared with the shallow mysteries that 
stood behind Paganism, and it would be easy to draw the 
iiifereuce, the capacity for the infinite and the 

impaBBioned,'^T horror and to jiathoB, Mycenss could liave 
had no TUiitensioiis to measure herself^ against Mwnrhester. 
JJoSf 'tSTat'! had drawn such an infScnce' myself. TThy 
should I f ' there being notliing to suggest the points in which 
the two citiaa dittoed, hut only the siugle one in which they 
agreed— vie, ^ dtuky veil that overshadowed in both the 
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noonilay tra[*eilied hauntiug their hoii'-eliukl ri^ccbscs ; wliuli 
Vtiil was rai^ only to the gifted eyes of a CaR&audra, or to 
eyes that, like my own, had experimcjitally become acquaiu led 
with them as facts. Pitiably mean is he that mcustires tlu^ 
relatious of such cases by the sucincal apparatus of purple 
and gold. Thlb which never hn^s been apparelh^d in royal 
rnbcs, and hung with theatiicul jew'els, is but sudering fi'om 
an accidental fraud, having the same right to them that any 
t-inalor misery can have, or calamity ujkci au ctjual scak. 
These proportions arc best meobiirod iVum the fathoming 
ground of a real uncounterfeit sympathy. 

I have mentioned already that we had four male guoidiAii? „ 
(a iiflh being my mother). These four were B., E., Q., and -,. 
H. The two consonants, B. and Q., gave us lillle trouble, 
(i., the wdsost of ifa%^whule baud, lived at a di.'^taiice of uu«re 
than one himdrcd miles: him, tboit.rore, wo rarely saw' ; 
but B, living within four miles of Gnenhay, waslied hu 
hands of us, by inviting cveiy uow and then, to spend a 
few days pt his house. . * 

At this house, whieh stood ni the country, thei'e w'as a 
family of amiable children, who w'crc more skilfully traiui d 
in their musical studies than at that day was usual. Hu^y 
bang the old Kuglisli glees and madrigals, nud correctly enough 
for me, who, having, even at that childii-h . 1 ' . tr I 

seusibilily to music, had also, os may be - .]•; . -".f, iT ■ jii .1 
entire want of musical knowledge. No blunftcrs could do 
much to luar my pleasure. There fust I heard the concertos 
ot Corijlli ; but also, fjl* more profc-in«lly .afli'cled nity^ 

a fewBelfectiojis from j6mcili' and ('luianj-u!' '' V'lili llaiidclA^ 
I had long bceu f‘iiijiirr'*j^riir tlie fuiiioiis dtoros-bingerh of ' 
ijaucashire sang continually at churches the most eifective 
parts 'from his chief oratorios. ]!^mt was yet to oome ; for, * 
excejit pcrliaps at the o])cra in linuTon, even j&t this tim«* liis'’ 
music was most imperfectly diffubctl tliT^.iigli^hgUinl. But, 
above all, a thing which to ^ny dying day 1 could never 
forget, at the house of this guardian I heard sung a long 
canon o f Ojierubi ny& Forty years later, I heard it agaiu,^ 
atuniettor sung; tlut at that tunc Z needed nutliing betler. . 
It was sung by four male voices, and rose into a region of^t, 
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tliTjUing pafisioii, such as my had alwiiys dimly craved 
iiiid huu^orud after, but which now first luterpieted itself, 
as a physical possibility, to my ear. 

My lipothor did not share my inexpressible delight ; his 
taste ran in a difiorent channel; ainl the arrangeinonla of llie 
house aid not meet his ai^mibation ; pai'tic&larly this. Unit 
either Mrs. 13. hci*»jelf, or else the g^iveiiefis, was always jne- 
seiit when tht3 young hubes our society, whicli my 

*bi-*»lhi‘r considered particularly ’vulgar; since naiur.a1 ])ro- 
I»riet.y and ilec'orum sliould have whispered to an oM la<ly 
that a young gentleman might have things ” to say U> her 
daughters wJiicli he could not ^H^ssJhly intend for the general 
oar of cavcfidiopiiors— things (ending to the confidential or 
the sentimenta], wJiich none but a shameless old lady would 
seek to participate ; by that means compelling a young man 
to talk as loud as if he wore addressing a mob at Cfiiaring 
Cross, or reading the lliot Act Tlicre 'were other out-of-door 
luuusements, amongst winch a svniig — which I mention for 
the Kike of illufttratiiig the paii^ve obedience which my 
brolliep levied uj»on mo, either through my conj^ieuce, as 
mastore<l by liis doctrine of primogeniture, or, as m this rase, 
through my seiiHibilily t(» shame omkr his taunts of cuwaidice. 
It was a most ambitious swing, iiscendinf:j^to a lieight be^'-ond 
any Unit I have since seen in fairs or public gaideiis. Jlornir 
was at juy heJrt regiilai'ly as tlie swing rciichoil its most, aerial 
altitude ; for Uio oily, swallow-like llut'iicy of the swoop 
dowuwaids threatened alw’ays to make me hick, lu which case 
it is jirolwiMe that I must have relaxed my Jiold of the ropes, 
and liavc been projected, witli fatal violeiiie, to Uie grouinl. 
Lut, ill defiance of all Lins miserable pinic, 1 conUnutxl to 
Rwrilg w'lenover he taiuitiugly invited me. It w'as well 
..that iny broUiera ^palli in life soon ce^asod to comcule 
'' with my own ; else 1 shouhl infallibly have broken my neck 
in confronting iicrila which brought me noitlier lioiiour nor 
]»rofit^ and in aocepung defiaiires which, issue how they might, 
won solf-rcproach from inyhfflf, and sometimes a gaiety of 
deru>ion from hinu One only of these defiances I declined. 
I'liere was a horse of this same guardian K’s, wlio always, after 
listening to Pherubiui’s music, grew' irritable to excess ; and, 
if .inybody mounted him, would sc^k relief to his wounded 
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feelings in kicking^ more or less viuleutly, for an hour. Tliia 
habit endeared him to my >)rother, who ackuuv^ledged to a 
propensity of the same amiable Idud ; protesting that an. 
abstract debira of kicking m'lzed him always after hearing 
gocKl peribmers on particular instnuiieuts, especially the 
bagpipes. Of ’kicking V But iji kicking what or whom? I 
ti‘ur of kicking thb venerable public collectively, creilitors 
itliiiut exception, but also as many of the debtors' as niiglit 
be fuund at large ; doctors of medicine more especially, Imt 
with no absoluttf immunity for tfie majority of their patients , 
JacobiiiH, but not the less Anti-Jacobins ; evi^y Oalviiiibl, 
which seems I'CQSonable j but then also, wdiich is intoler- 
able, every Arminiau. Is pLiliwophy able to account for Hue! 
morliid aRectiou, and particularly when it takes the restiicted 
form (as sometimes it does, in the Imgpijie case) ol sr'eking 
furiously to kick the piper, instead ol* p.iyiug him 1 In this 
case, my bnjther was urgent w illi me to luuuui cti croiqic ^ 
liehind himself. But, Wi^ak as I usually w'as, this piuposal i * 
I'ehibted as aii immediate su^^stiou of the tiend; for I hud 
heard, and have siuce known proofs of it, that a liorse, when 
he is ingeniously vicious, sometimes has the power, in lashing 
out, of curving round his hoofs, so as to lodge them, by way 
of iiiddrsemeut, in tlie small of his rider's ba<'k ; and, of 
couiM*, he would have an advantage for such a piirpuso, iii 
the case of a ruler silting on the crupper. TTdM sole invita- 
tion I porsibted in declining. . 

A young geiitlemuu had joined us as a fellow-student 
under the ciiro of our tutor. He was an only sou ; indeed, 
ibe only child of an amiable widow, whoce love luid hopes all 
umtred m him, ile was destined to inheiit several separate 
estates, and a great deal hud been done to spoil him by 
ludulgeut aunts i but his good natuinl disposition defeated 
all these efforts ; and, upon joining uf3, ho proved to be a 
very amiable boy, clever, quick at leai'iiuig, and abundantly 
conragei>uSi In the squmiicr montlis, his mother usually took 
a house out iii the country, softietimes on one side of Man- 
chester, sometimes on another. At these ru sticat ing seasons, 
he had often much further to come than ourselves, and on ' 
that account he roile on horseback. Gciiorally it was a iieice 
mouiiiain-puuy that he rode; and it was worth win le to 
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cultivate tlie ]>oiiy*s a(u|uaiu tuner, ftu* the sake of understaiid- 
iuf' the cAk*nt ti» wluch the fiend can sometimes incarnate 
himself ill a horse. 1 do not liT»ubie the readier ivith any 
aecuiiiit of Lis trichs, ami diollerles, and scoundrel ibuis ; but 
this 1 may mtmlion, that he had the propensity ascribed many 
cf'iiturles a$(o to the Mcaiidinavian horses for ahariiig and 
uvuctically asseHiug liis share in the dngry posoions of a 
battle. He wonhl lights or attempt to fight, on hi.s riderV 
side, by biting, i-eariiig, and suddenly wheeling round, foi 
the iiurpo-je of hashing out when he found himself within 
kicking rangc,^ This little iium^t-er was coal-black ; and, in 
\ iilue of his carcase, would not have seemed very formidable , 
but his head made amends — ^it was the head of a buffalo, or 
of a bison, and his vast jungle of mane was the mane of a 
liuTu His eyes, by reason of tliis intolerable and unslioTn 
mane, -one did not often see, except as lightb tliat bparkled lu 
tne rear of a thicket ; but, once seen, they were not cabily 
ioigutton, for their malignity w-as diabolic. A few miles more 
or less being a mail or of indilierence to one wlio w'as so well 
mounted, p. would sometimes ride out with us to the field of 
battle ; anil, by mamvuvrliig so as to menace tlie **01101117 on 
the flanks, in skirmisheH he did good service. But at length 
came a day of pitched battle. The enemy Lad mtu^red in 
'unuauiil strath, and w'ould ccitainlj have accomjilished the 
u.Hual resuljlK putting us to flight with more than usual case, 
biit^ under the turn which things took, their very numba-ii 
aided tlioir overthrow, by deepening their confusion. 0. 
liad, on this occasion, accompanied us ; and, as lie had hitherto 
taken no very decisive part in the war, confining himself to 
distant demonstrations,” the enemy did nut much regard 
hir^ presence in the ficLl. This cardcssuess throw them into 
a dense mass, upon which my brother's rapid eye saw instantly 
the ojti»ortunity offered for oiierating most effectually by a 
charge. , 0. saw it too ; and happening to have his spurs on, 
he corniced cheerfully wiCh my brother’s su^estion. He 
bud tlie advantage of a slight descent i the wicked pony went 
down ** with a will ” : his echoing hoofs drew the general gaze 

^ Tlris aioaiMsuvre regolaily taught to the Austiiaii cavalry m 
the middle of the last ocuturji as a ready way of opening tbo douis of 
cottages. 
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hull liis Load, Icoiiiiie iiiano, liis dubolic dnl 
till* Tcbt ; and Hi a inomciit the whole liohtile had 

hioken, au*l was in Tiipid flight across the hiick-fields. 1 
leave the reailer to judge whether ‘*Ti* Deuiii would he 
sung uii that night. A (Jozet>te E^traordinuTV Wtis issued ; 
and iiiy hrotlier had really stwie reason for his assuitioii, 
“ Unit in conscience he could injt Ihmk of coinjuiriiig Ouniice 
to this smashing defeat ” ; since at Clunnco nniny hrave men 
hail refused to fly — the consul Inniscdf, Tereiij^jps^^ 
aiiKiiigst tlieui ? hut, ill the present rout, tiicre was n<> 
Tereii tius V arro — everybody tied. 

TlTervietiiry, iTidcecl, considered in it*-elf, was cninplele, 
Hut itTmd coiisequoncPB whieh wv hail not looked for. In 
the ardour of our conflict, neither niy hrolliei nor myself hud 
leiiiiirked a stout, srjuarc-hiiilt niaii, inoimted on an uneasy 
liorse, wlio sat ijuietJy in his saildlc as siK»ct.iti>r of the haltlc, 
ami, in fact, as the sole noii-coiuhatant pieseiit. 'rhis man, 
liowever, had heeii oh8er\'ed by O., hiith before ainl afti*r his 
oun hrilliant charge ; and,!)} the description, there could he 
no douht that it had heen our guardian B., as also, hy the 
descriptidii oi the horse, W’e could as little diuiht that lie had 
heen mounted on Oheruhini. 3ily hrother’s comnioutary w.is 
in a tone of hiltir complaint, that so noble an opportunity 
should have been lost for strengthening O.’s charge. Hut 
the consei [lienees of this incident were graTer than w't* 
anticipateil. A general board of our guanliaiiE^ vowels and 
coxi&onuuts, was sumiiioneil to invi'-^tigale the matter. The 
orjgm of the feud, or “ war,’* aa^ my hrotli«*r called it, was 
Iiifpiin d into As well might the war of Troy or the jnirsi'r’s 
accounts from the Argonautic expe^lition have been over- 
hauled. Ancient night and clinos had closed o\er the 
“iucnnahula belli** ; and that i>oiiit was given up in div[iair. 
Hut wliat hindered a general pacification, no matter in how 
many w*rongs the original dispute had arisen I Who str.pp(*d 
the uay which led to pear^ ? JJot ure, was our firm declara- 
tion ; vre were most luiciftcallyP inclined, and ever luul heiui ; 
wo 'were, in fact, little saints. But the enemy could not he 
brought to any terms of accommixlatian. That wo wull 
try,** said the vowel amoii^^F'our guardians, Mi*. E. He, 
being a ulagl^trate, had naturally some weight with tlie pro- 

VOL. I 1 
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prietors of tlif» roltnii f{ict<»ry, Tliii forcmtMi of tlie several 
!lo4>rs were piiuiinowc*!, and fjave it as their liunildc opiiuon 
that we, the anslocralic I>artj; in the war, were as had as the 
fkuiMvloitri — ''not a pin tc» choose hetvveeii ua” Well, hnt 
no TiJ.atteT for the post : could any plan be devised for a 
paci1*o future ? Not easily. The work-p<‘ople were bo 
rhoi oughly independent of their employers, and so careleas 
of their displeasure, that finally this only Beftlem(‘nt was 
availuhio, as wearing any ]»ronnse of permanence — viz,, that we 
sliouhl alti'T our hours, so as not to come iilto cnlliRiun with 
the exits or retumfl of the boya 

Under this arrnngeinent, a sort of hollow aruiistice pre- 
vailed for some tJuie; but it uas beginning to give way, 
when suddenly an intcmal change in oniM^wn home put un 
end to the war for ever, Mv Tirolhor, amongst Ins many 
arcomplislimontB, was diHtingnishcd for his skill in drawing. 
Some of his sketehoa had been shown to Mr. de Louther- 
hourg, an academician well known in those days, esteemed 
even in tbcBu dayH, after he h;is been deofl for forty or tifty 
years, and personally a distinguished favourite with the king 
(George III), He pronounced a veiy flattering opinion iijion 
iny brother’s promise of excellence. This being km»wn, a 
fee of a thousand guineas was offered to Mr. L. by the 
guardians ; and flnally that gentleman took charge of niv 
brother as a pupil. Now, therefore, my brother, King of 
Tigrosylvania, scourge of Gombroon, separated from me ; 
and, os it turned out, f<jr ever. I never saw him again ; 
and, at Mr. de L.’s house 'lin HammcTsmith, before he had 
rompltitcd hip sixteenth year, he died of typhus fever. And 
thus it hapjioned that a little gold-dust skilfully applied put 
an end to wars that else tlu'catei^od to extend into a Cartha- 
ginian length. In one week’s time 

Hi motwi animorain atqne hgec ce^mina tanta 

Talvons exigui jaclu oom|iiressa qnUkant," ^ ’ * », • . .v 

Hero I had terminated this chapter — as at a natural 
fftoiic, whicli, whilst shutting out for ever my eldest brulher 
fn^m the ^nailer’s h<ight and from my own, necessarily .it 
the saino moment worked a permanent revolution in Iho 
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cliamcitur of my daily life. Two buoIi clianyoH, and both po 
abrupt, indicated imjK^riouRly Uic close of one era and tlio 
oponiiig of another. Tlje ad^^anbij^ea, indeed, winch niy 
brother had over me in years, in pliyfeical aclivitica of every 
kind, in decision of pmposc, and in energy of will — all 
w’liieii ailvaiitagofi/besidcs, boiT^ftcd a ratiiie.ation from an 
olifionro Reuse, on my part, of duty us infiilent to what 
seemed an appointment of Providence — ^inevitably Itad con- 
trolled, and for^ years to come would have onutrolled, the 
free Rpoiitaneons movements of a contemplative cl reamer 
like myself. Couftr<peiitly, this separation, wliich pro veil 
an ctenial one, and coxitrihiited to deepen my conRlitiitional 
jiropensity to gloomy* meditation, had for me (]»artly on 
that account, Init^uch more through the sudden birth of 
IH^rfeci independence which fo iiuexpecU*dly it opened) the 
value of a revolutionary experience. A new date, a new 
Ftarting-point, a redemiition (as it might he called) into the 
golden sleep of halcyon quiet, after everlaRtiug atonuH, 
puddoiily dawned upon me ; and not as any c^nual inter- 
calation of holidays that would come to an eifd — but, for 
anything that appeared to th(> contrary, os the pejpplual 
tenor of my future cnivcr. N'l longer was tlie factory a 
darth^e for me ; if any olidurate old Cato tliere wei-c who 
found his aniascment in denouncing it with a duMy Dch^mia 
cut” take notice (I said sil cutty to myself), that 1 acknow- 
ledge uc* such tiger fur a friend ^if niino, Never more was 
the hiTdgo RcroPs,thQ.lT:u;ell a bridge of Righa for me. And 
the meanest of the factory pcqiulation — Uiauks be fo their 
di.'^oiiiiijnation — <lespised my pretensions too entirely to 
w'aRto a thoiuht or a menace u^ion a cipher so abjeek 

This change, therefon^, l»eing so sudden and so total, 
(flight to signalise itself cxtcmally by a coiiiiuensumte break 
m the narrative. A new chapter, at the leasts with a huge 
interspace of blank white paper, or even a new book, ought 
rightfully to solemniso so profound a revolution. And 
virtually it riiall " But, accoiding to the general agreement 
of antuiuity, it is not felt as at idl disturbing to the uuily of 
that event which winds up the Iliad*' — vix., the death of 
Ifector — that Houier expands it circnmstantinlly into the 
whole ceremonial of hJs funeral obsequies ; and ujion that 
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Fixiiio i>riiioiplu T, \Alirn lookiuj? bflck to tliifl abrupt close of 
all coiiiicclinii with my bmhor — "whctlier in my character of 
ijiajor-peneral, or of iJotenhiie treinWinfj daily for luy people 
— am reminded that the very last morning vif Uiia ctmncction 
had its owoi separate distinction from all other mornings, in 
a way that entitles it to its own aeparate fJiai'e in the general 
coininemoratioiL A shadow fell np^'n tlr" ;\'irticular morning 
as from a cloud of ilangcr ih:i< Vu ■ i -I nr a moment (»veT 
our heads, might seem even to muse aiul hesitate, and tlnm 
sullenly pnsacd away into distant cj^uarters. It is noticeable 
^Uiat a danger wliicli aj)]>roacLes, but wdiecds away — w’hicli 
. threatens, but finally forbears to strike— is more interesting 
by much on a distant retrosjiect than the danger wliuli 
accomplishes its mission. Ilie Alpme ptlKpice, down which 
' many ])ilgrinis liiivc fallen, is passed without much attention ; 
hut that precipice, witliin one inch of which a iTa\ idler has 
passed imconscioudy in the dark, first tracing his peril along 
the snowy margin ou the next morning, becomes invested 
ivith an attraction of horror fur all wdio hear the story. The 
dignity of Vnortal danger ever after coiiheeratea ,tlie spot ; 
and, in this jwrticulur case which I am now' recalling, the 
remembrance of such a danger consecrates the day. 

Tliat day was amongst the most splendid in a splendid 
June : it was, to bon^nv the hue of Wonlsw'ortli, 

‘^One of those heavenly days which cannot die 

and, early as it was at that moment, we clnldren, all sixjof 
iia that then survived, were already ahnwd upon the lawin. 
There were two lawns at Greenhay in tlie shrubbery that in- 
vesteil three sides of the house; one of these, which ran 
along one side of the house, extended to a little bridge 
Iraversdl by the gates of entrance. The central gate 
admitted carriages : ou each side of tliis was a smaller gate 
for foot passengers ; and, in a family containing so many as 
six children, it may he sappQPed tliat often enough one or 
other of the gates was o|)en ; which, most fortunately, on 
this day was not the case. Aloi^ the margin of this side- 
lawn ran a which liail been raised to alinifonii 

^ , level, anX kept up t>y moans of a weir at the point where it 
quitted the premises; after whicOb resumed its natural 
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character of wihlnodH, as it trotted on to the little hamlet of 
GreenliilL Tliid hrtiok my hrotlier at one time disposed 
to treat as Reiuus treated the infant walls of Rome ; but, on 
maturcT thoughts, having built a fleet of rafts, he treated it 
more rejspectfuUy ; and this moniing, as will be seen, the 
breailth of the little brook did* ns ** yeoman's service.” Mo 
at one time he had meant to put on hoard this flqet, as his 
mail Friday ; ami 1 had a fair of first entering 

life 111 the respectable character of sr^icrcaigo. But it 
liupjiciied that the correiit earned bis rafts and himself over 
the weir ; which, he assured us, was no accident, hut a 
lesson hy way of practice in the art of contending wuth the 
rajuds of the St. Lawrence and other Ckiiiidian streams. 
However, os the danger hail been considerable, lie was pro- 
hibited from trying such experiments with me. On tlie 
centre of the lawTi stood my eldest Hurviving sister, M«iry, 
and my hi other W’iUiam. Hound Ai/a, attracted (os ever) 
by his inexhaustiLte "opulence of thought and fun, stood, 
laughing and danciiig, my youngest sister, a second Jane, 
and iny youngest brother Henry, a posthuinouB child, feehle, 
and in his nurse's anns, hut on this morxiiiig diowlug signs 
of unusual animation and of synix>atliy with the glorious 
promise of the young June day. AVhirliug round on his 
heel, at a little distance, and utterly ahstractcil from all 
around him, my next hrotl.'r, he that had caused 

so much ulDiction hy his ii" morals to the Sultan 

Amiiruth, pursued his own solitary Ihonghts — wliatuver 
those might be. And, finally, as regards myself, it happened 
tliat 1 was standing close to Uio edge of the brook, looking 
back at intervals to the group of five children and two nurbe- 
maids who occupied the centre of the lawn ; time, about an 
hour liefore our breakfast, or about two hours before tlie 
world’s breakfast — a litfle af ter seven — when as yet in 
shady ])arts of the grounds the dazzling jewellery of the early 
dews had not entirely exhaled. So standing, and so occupied, 
suddenly wo were alarmed by shou^,98^^8pme jSr&at mob ' 
manifestly in rapid motion, and' ptobably, at this instant, f‘ 
talcing the right-angled turn into the lane connecting Green- 
bay with the Oxfoid Boad. llie shouts indicated hostile 
and headlong within one minute, another right- 
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aiii'led turn in tlio lane itaelf lironybt the uproar fully upon 
the cor ; oud it became evident tlmt some imiiuneut danger 
— of vrhai nature it was un2)08HibIe to guess — must be hastily 
iicoi'ing UH. We were all rooted to tlic spot ; and all turiLO<l 
anxiously to the gates, which happily seemed to be closi tl. 
Had this been otherwise, shoi^d have had no time to 
ap])ly ai^y remedy w'hatever, and the conseriuences must 
]>rol)ably have involved us all. In a few seconds, a ]>uwcrrnl 
4] not much above a furlong ahead .of his pursuers, wlieebMl 
into sight. all saw him parse at the gates ; but, linding 
no ruacly access tlirough the iron lattice-work that protected 
the side battlements of the little bridge, and the pursuit being 
bu hot, ho resumed hia course along the outer margin of the 
brook. Coming op]^)osite te myaelf, he made a dead stop. I 
had thus an opportunity of looking him steadily in the face ; 
which 1 (Ud, without more fear than belonged naturally to a 
case of so mucli hurry, and to me, iii particular, of 
1 bad never heard of hyilrophobia. Bul^ necessarily con- 
necting the furious pui suit with the dog* that now gazed at 
me iroiu the opposite side of the M*ater, and, feeling obliged 
to presume tlmt he had made an assart upon flom<-*body or 
(>ther, I looked searchingly into his eyes^ and observed that 
they seemed glazed, and as if in a dWny state, but at the 
ttime time suiTused with some watciy discharge, while his 
tiioulh Tras covered with masses of white foam. He looked 
most earnestly at myself and the group be}*ond me ; but he 
made no eifort whatever to cross the brook, and apparently 
liad not ibe energy to aitctn}3t it by a flying lca|v My 
brother William, who did not in the least suspect the real 
danger, invited the dog to try his chance in a leap — assuring 
him that, if he succeeded, he would knight him on the spot. 
The tempJLation of a knighthood, however, did not prove 
F^ulficient A very few seconds brought his pursuers withui 
sight; and* steadily, without sound or gesture of any kind, 
he resumed his.fl^bt in the only direction open to him — 
viz., by a across stiles to Greonhill. Half-an-hour 

Intel' he wouUt have met a bev;^ of jchildren going to a dome’s 
school, or' roaming milk to*^ ri^c neighbours. As it was, 
the early mqAning kept the road clear in trout. But behind 
immense was the body of agitated puxsuers. Leading the 
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chane, came, i’.robably, half a troop of light cavalry, all on 
foot, nearly all in their stable dieeseA, and anjied generally 
With pitckforks, though sonie eight or ten carried carbines. 
Half-mingled with these, and very little in the rear, succeeded 
a vast miacellanecms mob, that had gatliered on lhe*cha 6 u as 
it hurried through the puxliets of Deansgate, and all that 
liopiilous suburb of Manchester. From some of tliese, who 
)iaite<l to recover breath, we'obtained an explanation of tlu* 
iillair. About a mile and a-half from Grcenhay stood home 
liorse-bairacits,* occupied usually by an entire regiment ol 
cavalry. A large dog — one of a multitude that haunted the 
barracks — had for some days manifested an increasing sulh n- 
ness, snapping occasionally at dogs and horses, but fimilly iii. 
men. Upon this he had been tied up ; but in some way ho 
hod this nioming liberated himself: two troop hoises ho hud 
immediately bitten; and had i^nado attacks u][K>a several of 
the men, who fortunately parried these attacks by moaiib of 
tlic pitchforkIt'Btaudixig ready to Ihoir hands. On this 
evidence, coupled with the knowledge of his previous iliness, 
lie wraa .summarily condemned as mad; .and the genernl 
pursuit oonimenced, which brought all pax tics (liunlers ami 
gome) sweeping so v^dly past the (piiet grounds of tirueiibjiy. 
The sequel of the affair was this : none of the carbineers 
succeeded in getting a shot at the dog ; in consequenre of 
which, the chase lasted for seventeen miles nominally ; but, 
allowing for all the doublings and hoadings-back of tiio dog, 
by computation for about twenty-four : and finally, in a state 
of uttei' exhaustion, he was run into, and killed, somewherf'^ 
111 Cheshire. Of the two horses whom he hod bitten, both 
treated' alike, one died in a state of furious hydrophobia 
some two months later, ,but the other (though the more 
seriously wounded of tho two) manifested no symptoiuii 
whatever of constitutional deiangemeut. And thus it 
happened that for me tliis general event of aoparatiun from 
my eldest brother, and the particniar moriiing on whirii it 
occurred, were each for itselir separately and equally nn^Tma'- 
able. won an^ cteath escape, almost in the same 

hour — freedom from a yofiToT such seci^ and fretful aniioy- 
auce as none could measure but myself — ^and deatli prol>ably 
tlirongh the fiercest of torments; these doable cast's of 
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«li‘iivt*runce, bo BiuWen and ho xmhoW for, si^nalwod, by what 
liLTdldKally mi^ht have been desc'ribed as a two-headed 
nieinoria), the estabb^hnient of an q/oth in iny life. Not 
(»u1y was the Chapter of Infancy thus aoloninly finished for 
ever, and the record dosed ; but — which cannot often happen 
— the cliapter was cbiped iwhipoudy and ^conspicuously, by 
what the early pniitors through tlie fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries M'ould have called a bright and illuminated 
tMtiiihon. *' 



• CHAPTER IV 

INFANT LITEBATURS: ^ 

‘‘ The child, ^ says Wordsworth, ^is father of^ihe wian”; thus 
calling into conscious notice the fact, else taintl)[ or not ut all 
perceived, that whatsoever is seen in the maturost adult., 
biubsouiiiig and beaiong fndi^ niu& t liave prc-'^exiflted by m ay 
of genu m Uie infant Yes ; all that is now broaiUy em- 
blazoned in the man, once was latent — seen or not Been— a-, 
a %'ernjl hud in Uie clnld. But not, thcrofcrR, is it true in- 
versely — that all wdiich pre-exists in the child iBncls its 
development in the man. Rudiments and tendencies, wlncli 
might liave found, sometimes by uccideutal, do not iind, Rome- 
times under the killing frost of counter forces cannot fmd, 
their natural evolutioa Inlancy, Ihcrefure, is to be viewed, 
not only as jiart of a larger world that waits for its tiiial cum 
plement in old age, but also as n separate w^orld ib»elf ; ]>urt 
of a continent, but also a distinct pcnmsnln. Most of wljat 
lie has, the grown-up man inhents from his infant self ; but 
it does not follow that he always enters upon the >vholo of 
his natural inheritance. 

Clnldhc^j therefore, in tho midst of its iuiellectual 
wcakneBS,,a&d sometimes even by means of ihis weakiics-', 
enjo yjKa limited privilege of strength. The hey t in tins 
seaa^'ol life is appichensivts; and, where "ifiT e^ibiHti**^ 

^ Chiefly a ccxrrected and abtidged reproduction of what had been 
the &LXth of the senes of artvdeH contributeil by De Qniuct^y to Hniffs 
Instructor in 1851-52, uuder the geueral title of A Sketch fruiu 
GhUdhooA” This paitieulav uticlo had there borne the hub -title 
“ Litarituie of Infancy,”— M. 
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ai’e profound, is endowed with a ^jtccial power of listening 
I'or^thc Jtones of tis.jjr Ip*:-!- »!, ftlrnggling, or remote; for, 
'•tfiJrTciuwledgo Tjeiug tlicn narrow, the 3ntei*etit is narrow 
in the objects of knowledge : conHeq[nently the sensibilities 
uro liut scattered, are not mi]}tiplied, m not crushed and con- 
founded (as afterwards they are) ondler-the burden of that 
(liRtraction w'hich lurks in the infinite littleness of details. 

Tliat mighty silence wliic^ in&ncy is thus privileged by 
miture and by position to enjoy, ‘co-opetates with another 
source of power — almost peculiar to youth and youUiful cir- 
cumstivncos — wliich Wonlsworth ali^ was the first person to 
notice. It belongs to a profound expcrieiftie of the n^ations 
subsibting between ourselves and natm^^that noTalways 
;aru we called diioii to seek ; somctimeii, and in childhood 
above all, we ore sought 

** llnnk you, 'mid all this mighty sum 
‘ Uf thiuy;ti fur ovcir spuukiiig, 

Tii.it. uothiiig tt/ t/sff/ will come, 

But ve must .still he soekitigf" 


And again- 

' Nor lew 1 deem that there are mw'tb 
W hich 0 / iluinselves our minus intjtnm ; 

And wo can leed this mind pf outs 
111 4 wise passheness.*’ 

These cases of infancy, reached at intervals by special reve- 
lations, or creating for itself, through its privileged silence of 
heart, authentic whispero of truth, or beauty, or power, hove 
some analogy to thobe other ca^s, mozn diiectiy sapematured, 
in which (according to tlie old traditional &ith of our ancestors) 
deep messages of admonition readted an individual througli 
Hudden ^gulor deflexions of words, uttered or written, that 
liud not heeiL 'originally addressed to himsolf. Of these, there 
were two distiiict classes — ^those where the person concerned 
had been purely passive, and, ^cundly, those in which he jmn- 
self had to some extent oo-openi^d. The first class have beeiit 
noticed by W w pff the poet^ and by Qeorgejgerbert, the well- 
known pfousISf^er Of the still bettOMmora infidel, Loid 
Herbert (of C!h9srbary)>'in a luemorable sonnet ; sointillstious 
they are of \7kBit sem nothing less than providential lights, 
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oftentiiQCfl arrebting onr attention, iioiu tlic very centre uf li.it 
else flecius Uie blank darkness of chance and blind accident. 

Books Ijanf? i»pcn, ndllions of surprises ” — these are aiuoiif' 
the cases to which Herbert (and to which Cowper) alludes — 
books, that la to say, left casually open wiUioiit tlesipi or 
cuii'^cnaisness, from which soiift ('■aielcss pawr*bj, when 
ilu'owiug the most* negligent of glances upon the page, hus 
been startled by a solltury worj, lying* as it were, in ainbiuJi, 
ciiting an<l lurking for him^ and looking at him steadily an 
au eye searching* the haunted places in his conscience. These 
cases ore in principle identical with those of the second class, 
where the inqnii'Cr himself co-opeiateil, or was not cntii'ely 
piasive ; cases such as those which the Jews called 
or daughter of avoice (the echo augury — viz., mIiu “ui.mi, 
pojplexed in judgment, and eigbing for sruiie dcteriiiiiinig 
c()un^el, sndde^y heard from a stranger in soaiiS uiilookeddor 
quarter words not meant for himself, but clamot«jusly ajqily- 
ing to the difficulty besetting him. In those instances, the 
mystical word, that carried u secret meaning and messuage to 
one sole .eax in llie, world, was always utwught for ; that 
constituted its virtue and its divinity ; and to annugc means 
wilfully for batching at such casual words would have de- 
feated the purpose.' A well-kuuwn variety of augur>% con- 
ducted upon this pjejpciide, lay in the “ SortOj^BilJi|^” 

^ **JSrho ttvyury ” /—The tlAughtcr of a voice nicaut an echo, the 
origlnnl sound being viewed as llte me t her, and the reverberation, or 
secondary sonud, as the daughter. Aualoji'ieidly, tUererore, the dircot 
n- I d.-i •;1 Tin»'Jra: of ahy word, or sentence, or couuap], wa^ the 
1 . tb. 1 : cii i1 •* secoudary, or mystical mennfnj;]; breated by 

peculiar drcumstinicea for quo separate and x>ccnliar ear, tlw daughter 
moanuig, or e.'hD meaning. T > i .* d • of augury, tluough secondary 
inteii>retatioiHi of dhanea v. *!«.,{. i:.,r. as some readers may fancy, an 
old, obsolete, or merely Jewish foim of seeking tho divine pleasure. 
Alx>nt a century ago, a man so famous, and by repute so uusupeisli- 
tious, as Th'. Doddridge, was guided in a primary act of choice, influ- 
encing his whole after life, by a few chance words from a child reading 
slond to his mother, Witn th% other mode of laigury— that 
noticed by — ^where not the ear but tli« eye presides, c.'itLh- 

ing at some wnm that chance has tlunwn oiiou the eye m some book 
left ojm by negligeuco^ or opened at random by onoVself) Cowrw^r the 
I^t, and hu friend Newton, with scores of others that could bo men- 
tiou)^, wm made acquunted through practirol results and personal 
eiperiencee that in their belief were memondily Important 
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wlmre tlie Bible wqa the oracular >)ook consulted, and fax 
more extensively at a later pericwl in the * 

wlicre the JHueld was the omcle cousulted. 

Something analogous to tliese t sjpiritniil transhgurutious 
of a word or a sentence, by a biidily organ- *(eye or ear) that 
h.'is been touched witli virtilis for evoking the E^uritnal echo 
lurking in its receBses, behmgs, perhaps, to every im 2 )assiuned 
mind for tlie kindred result of forcing out the peculiar 
beauty, pathos, or grandeur, that may haxtpen to lodge (unob- 
served by ruder forms of seix.uLility) in special passages 
Rcatiercd up and down literature. Meantime, 1 wish the 
reader to understand that, in putting forward the peculiar 
power with which my childish eye detected a grandeur or a 
])oiiip of beauty not seen by others in some Bi)ecial instances, 
1 am not arrogating more than il is lav^ful for every man the 
very humblest to anogate — ^viz., iui individuality of mental 
('unstitutiun so f.iT ax>plicuble to special and ezcex^tionol cw^s 
us to reveal in them n life and power of beauty Avhich others 
(and sometimes, wlucli all (jtliem) had missed. 

The first case belongs to the march (or boundary) hue 
between my eijghth and ninth years : the others to a i)eriod 

^ fk^rtee rir(/eYMeAf«” ;--CJx)ou what principle could it have been 
that Virgil woa .'idopted os tlio oracular iouutain in fuidi a case ? An 
author so Iiuiltcil even as to hulk, and TnuQj|j^ more limited os regards 
roiiipi'iss of thought and vanety of situation or character, was about 
the worst that Pagan literature ofTerod. But I mybelf once thiew out 
a RUggebtiou, which (if it is sound) exposes a motive iu behalf of Ruch 
a choice that would be likely to oveniilo the strong motives against it. 
I'hat motive was. unless my whole speculation is groundleas, the very 
same which led Dant^ in an age of fguorauee, to select Virgil as his 
guide ill n&des. The seventh son of a soventli son has always tradi- 
tionally been honoured as the de^io&itary of magical and other super- 
iiatiiral gifts. And the same traditional privilege attached to any man 
whose m aternid g roftd^fathey wa^ a sjrr^erer. Now it happened that 
Virgil's moECfinal gmn'dlfairier Tonirilio ijaTR<' of Masjite, '^is, by the 
ignorant multitude in Neplcs, Ac.,' Who had been* taught to reverence 
his tomb, was translated bum itsttrue accexibition as a proiicr name, 
to a false one as an apjiellativo ; it ^os Bii}>}>09ed to indicate not the 
name-, but the mfossion of the did gentleman. And thus, according 
to Ibo boUef of the Lamroni, that excellent Christian, P. Viigllms 
Maro, had stepped by mere succession azul right of inheritance into his 
wicked old grwpapa*f infernal powers and knowledge, both of which 
he exercised, douhUess, for centuries without blame, and for the 
benefit of the fhitlifVijL 
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earlier by two anJ a-lialf j'cai*P. Dut I noiift* tin* cop(' 
bi-fore the otliers, ftf ._i^ * I b' wi.'. .1 j .li ' 

111 the iiioviMiw'ut Oi :.i\ "i*!* ' .. Th-!" !■«. a iii. i-iii :> 

every man in the mere histoneal Obsifjinnf^, if accurately he 
can assign, ihc first jla^Ti mg U£on his^mind of any giul-like 
faculty or nT'jn'ehenMon, and laiore especially if that first 
(hiwuiiifT haj^jiened" to coiinc*et itself with circumsttuiccs of 
indiiddnal or iucommanieahlc splendour. The passage which 
I ;im going 1u cite first 4)f all revealed to me the imntousnr- 
ablrtiess of the 'morally subJiiue. What waft it, and wlu*re 
was it ? Striinge the I'oader will tlnnk and strange ^ it is, 
Uiat a case of coh'ssal suhliniity Jioiild fiist emerge from such 
a writer as Phoidnis the JEM>pian fabulist. A great niistat-i> 
it was, oil the part of Doct(»r »S., that the second book in the 
Ijatln Ifuigiinge which I was snmnioiicd to study slnmlcl Iiaac 
been PhaHlrus— a writer ambitious of investing the winiplieity, 
or rather honielinofts, 9! i'Kso2> witli anll(^ graces and satiric 
brilliancy. But so ‘it was; and PlueTIrus naturally towered 
into enthusiasm when hu had occasion to nicntiou that the 
most intellectual of all mecs amongst men (viz., ilic Athenians) 
hod raised a mighty statue to out* wdio belonged to the same 
class in a social sense as himself (viz., the cln-ss of slaves), and 
roHC above that class by the same intellectual ]>ower applying 
itself to the same object (viz., the nu»ral ujiologue). . I'lie^e 
wore the twij lines in which tliat glory of the Rubliiiie, so 
stirring to my childish sense, seemed to bum as in ennu* 
mighty pharos ; * . . * ' 

“ A'sopo stAtvam ingentcin pOHUcre Attic! ; 

Scrvuiaque coUoc&ruiit cternil in ]>aRi " : ^ 

A cohml ytiUv^ Jitl Athenians raise to JRsop ; and a ptK/r 
pariah slave they planted upon an overlaslivtj pedestaL 1 have 
not scrupled to introduce the word J^xausc in that 

way only could X decijiher to the reader by what particular 
avenue it w^ th^t the sublin^ which X fni.i \ in tin* 
reached my heart This su]^iity originated in tlie awful 

* ** &c.; — ^Yei I remember that, in **Tlw Pnrsuils of 

literature " — a sathical poem ouce universally fatnoiis — the linns about 
Muetnosyne and her ilauglitcrs, the Pierides, nto cited os e>hibiliiig 
matchless sublimity. Perhaps, therefore, if carefully searched, this 
wiiter may contain other jewels not yet appreciattd. 
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cliasiii, in tlie that no eye couLl hridge, between tlie 
pollution of slavery— llio being a man, yet without right or 
lawful power belonging to a man — between this imutterable 
dogradaiion and the Rtorry altitado of the slave at that 
iiionieiit when, upon the unveiling of his everlasting statue, 
all the armies of tlie earth inight be conceived aa iiresenting 
•iriiirfMo the einaucipated man, the cymhiflfland kettle-drums 
of kings AS drtiwning the whispers of his ignominy, and the 
liariw of all his sisters that wept over slavery yet joining in 
oue choral gratulation to the regenerated slate. I assign the 
elements of what I did in reab'ty feel at that time, which to 
tiie rodder may seem extravagant, and by no menus of wdint 
it was reasonable to feel. But, in order tliat full jnstice nuiy 
be done to my childiali self, 1 must point out to the reader 
another source of wliat strikes me as real grandeur. B)opce, 
tlial exquisite master of the lyre, and that most shallow of 
criticH, it is needless to say that in those days 1 had not read. 
Oons'jquently 1 knew nothing of his idle canon, that the 
opening of poems iim^t be Immble and subdued. But my 
iwn told me how much of additional grandeur 

i;.*. T'l'd III ihi*' two lines as being the immediate* and all- 
]>ompous opminQ of the poem. Tlie ftnde feeling I liad 
received from the crashing overture to the grand chapter of 
Daniel— Belslui/zar the king made a great feast to a thou- \ 
sand of his lords.” But, above all, 1 (ult this eilect prodneed; 
in the two opening lines of “ Macbeth " : — i 

** Whi»" (hut watch that on emphaaia of thunder dwelld'upon that 
word “when")— 

** Wiisu shall we three meet again— 

In thunder, lightning, or in rtdnT " 

What an orchestral cradi bursts upon, the in that all- 
shattering quedSon. And one reliable of apologetic prepara- 
tion, so OS to meet the anggesti^ of H mace, would have the 
effect of emasculating the iSjjflA fjSmSiSous alarum. The 
passage inThsedrus differs tibiiiSB&r from that in ^ Maeixsth,” 
that the &s4:linev simply stating a matter of &ct, with no 
inoni of sentiment Ilian bidimgs to the word wgenim, and to 
liiti antlthesifi between the two partiiss so enormously divided 
— Xitip the slave end the Atb^axifr-^must be read as an 
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npongut^ra, or liurrieci note of introiluotion, Ilyin forwaril 
as if7»n*wing8 to descend with llie fnry and weight of ti 
flionsiuid oTchestraa upon the immortal poiiiaum of the accoikI 
line — Serviiinque collocarunt Bierna in This 

]wiAsage from Phiodnis, which might he briefly aesignated 
I TJie AjiGlheons of the klare, gc^ to m^iuj; first granj\^«jl 
ijuhilant ^55nse of sabtime. 

Two other experiences of mine of the some ekss had been 
earlier, and these' I ha<l shared with my aister Elizabeth. 
The first was derived 'from the “Arabian Nights.” Mrs. 
Barhiu ld, a lady now very nearly foi’golten,! then filled a IjJtJjo 
sJBScTm^the public eye ; in fact* as a writer for children, she 
ucenpied the jdace fi*om alnmt 1780 to lfi05 which, from 
1806 to 18f35, was occupied by i ^as Ednewor th. Only, as 
unhappily Miss Edgewoilh is also now very nearly forgotten, 
this IS to explain ignotum per ignotiiM^ or at lo.'iHi one ignofma 
by another ignoinm. However, since it cannot be heipL^l, 
this unknown and also most well-kuowu woman, having 
occasion, in the days of her glory, to speak of the “ Arabian 
Nights,” insisted on Aladdin, an«l secondly on Sinb ^, as tlio 
two jeweTs of the coll^on. Now, on the cSSfraiy, my 
sister and myself prouonneed Sinbad to be very bad, and 
Aladdin to be pretty nearly the worst, and upon grounds 

1 *^Vrry wwriy /or^iotfja " ; — Not quite, however. It munt be 
Imid upon eighty or eighty-ttve yeius since she lint comineaced 
authorship — e period which allows time for a great deal of foigetting ; 
and yet, in the very week whes^ I am revising this pnssogs^ 1 observe 
advertisecl a new edition, attractively iUnstrated, of the “EveniiigH 
at Home *' — Joint work of Mrs, Barhatd d and her brother (the elder 
T>r. Aiki^ . Mrri li.irb<iuld was eKceednigly cli ter. Ha o f 

lyjjWgS fem 's B'yle was th^he:»t of .ill th.il cz>t.. Hlir 'jEEink^va^ 
“ WashinglTa^ 'ilcw'fQithe of tlio ili>, riiiifiiit'i aitending a mistimed 
risit to a nutio fidend, nndpr the nflietion of a famfly-washiug, is 
picturesquely dreumstaniiated. And her prose hymns for children 
have left upon my childish recollection a deep imfiressfQii of soleum 
beauty and simplicity. Oderidgo, who scattei^ hte sneering compli- 
ments very libmlly up and down t%world, used to call' tim eMer Dr. 
Aikin (aUnsively to Pope's wrlbknqWn lino^ 

“ No craving voyd left aching, in the limat”) ' 

an aehing void ; and thenephew, Dil Arthur Alldii, by way of variety, 
a uftd aching^ Whilst His<^llBrbsdIdbe os t^^ilcoiuumk 

rinee, as If It W«ro poi brikfu^ 'she was alao 

bald* ^ 
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that At ill Ptrikc me an jlist For, «as to Siu1>ad, it is not a 
story at all, but a mere succeasiou of adventures, having uo 
unity of inttTest whatsoever : and in Aladdin, after the 
popscflsioii of the Lamp has been once secured by a pure 
iiccidenli, the story ceases to move. All the rest is a ni(*re 
inrunl of upholstery j ,how^ this saloon was iiinslied to-day, 
and that window on the next day, with no fi'csh incident 
whatever, except the single and transient misfortune arisiug 
out of the advantage given to the magician by the iin]>ariloii- 
aole btupidity of Ahuldiu in regard to the lamp. Bui, w'hilr^t 
my sister and I agn<ed in despising Aladdin so much aft 
•ilniost to he on the verge of despising the queen of all the 
blue-stockings for so ill-directed a prtifc'reuce, one solitiiy 
se ction th ere was of that talp which fixed and fi^ihSed "luy 
gazg, in a degn^c that I never afteiwaids f<'>rgot, and did not 
at that time comprehend. The sublimity which it involvtMl 
was mysterious and tnifatlioinahlo, as regarded any key which 
T possessed for deciphoring its law ov origin. Made restless 
by the blind sense which I had of its grandeur, I could luit 
for a inument succeed iu fiudiug out i^y it should be grind. 
Unable to explain my own iniproHSLons in Abwlxlin, I did 
not the less obstinately ]K*rhi»?t iu believing a sublimity which 
I could not understand. It was, in fact^ one of tho-^e many 
important cases wdiicli elsewhere 1 have called uiwlutfn of 
human sensibility ; ooinhinaiions in winch the materials of 
future thought or feeling are carried as ini])orce])libly into 
the mind as vegetable seeds are carried variously combined 
through the atmosphere, or by means of rivers, by birds, by 
windfi, by waters, into n*mote countries. But the reader 
sliall judge for himself. At the opening of the tale, a 
nuiglcian living in the ccutrul depths of Africa is introduced to 
us as one made aware by his secret art of an enchanted lamp 
endowed with supernatural powers available for the service 
of any man wliatever who should get it into his keeping. But 
then lies the difficulty. The lamp is imprisoned in sub- 
terr^tneouB chambers, and from these it can be released only 
by the bands of an innocent child. But this is not enough : 
the child mu^ haye a ^oial horpmpe written in the stars, 
or el9e"‘a j^criliar “desfihy written in his constitution, en- 
titling him to take possession of the hunp. Where shall 
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surli a ijliil«l l»e foiiml V Where uliall he be / 'flie 

iiia^ioiaii knows . iie a])p1ieH his eai* to the fartii : ]k‘ lit*ieiiri 
to the iiiumiierable simurls of footsteps that at the nioiuent 
of his cAporintent are tormenting the surface of the globe ; 
and amongst them nil, at a dislnnce of six Ui o ^ sajid nuloh. 
phi} iiig m the streets of Bagdad, Ihe distinguishes the peculiar 
steps of the child Aladdin. Through this mighty labyrinth 
of sounds, which Arebiiuedos, aidetl by his urmanus, could 
not sum or dibcnhingle, one solitary infants feet are distinctly 
recognised on the* banks of the Tigris, distant by four liundrerl 
and forty days’ march «)f an ariuy or a cai*nvan. Thcho feet, 
those slejiB, the sorcerer knows, find challenges in his lieart, 
fis Ibe feet, us tlie steps of that innocent boy, through whose 
liands riTily be could have a chance of reaching the lamp. 

Tt follows, Iherefurc, that the wicked magician oxercises 
i\io demoniac gifts. First, he has the x>ower to disarm Bi^eb^ 
itself of its confusion. Secondly, after ha^dug laid asTucas, 
usfhhs many billions of earthly sounds, and after having 
fasUmed his murderous ^ atteutimi upon one insulated tread, 
bo has ih<i power, still more unseurJiable, o{ reading in that 
ha^ty movement an^ aluh abet of new and infinite symbols ; 
for, m order that the sound \if the child’s feci should be 
significant and intelligible, that sound must open into a 
gamut of infinite compass. The pulses of the heart, the 
motions of the wUI, the phantoms of the biuin, must repeat 
tbemsclves in secret hieroglyphics uttered by the flying f<H)t- 
steps. Even the articulate or brutal sounds of the globe 
must be all so many languages and ci]ihcTs that somewhere 
ha\c t}u‘ir corresponding keys — have their own grammar and 
sy utnx ; and thus the least things in the universe must bo 
secret mirroi.^ to the greatest. Palmiatry he^ fmmeth^ ng of 
the wne Jl<U'k Mibbrnify. this, by rude efforts at 

e'xpranation iliai 'my feeble command of woids^ I 

coiumumcated to my sister ; and she, whose sympathy with 
niy meaning was always so qiiig^ and true, often outrunning 
electrically my imperfect expressions, felt the passage in tlie 
same way as myself,^ but not, perhaps, in the same degree. 

^ ** Murderow'*; for It war Ins i&tciitirm to leave Aladdin im* 
mured in the eubterraneoua ebambera 

^ The reailer will not understand me as attributing to tlie Arahian 

VOL. I K 
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Shu wuH lunch beyond me iu velocity of approhengion, and 
many other qualities of intellect Her© only, vizj on cases 
of the sublime, where it rusted upon dim abBtiaotions, 
and when no particular trait of matA grandeur catiie forward, 
we differed — differed, that is to say, as by more or by lesa Else, 
even as to the sublime, and Hambers of other intellectual ques- 
tions which rose up to us from ouriuimehso reading, we drew 
together with a perfect fidelity of aymiiathy ; and therefore 1 
pass willingly from a case which exemplified one of our rare 
differences^ to another, not less .interesting' for itself, wdiicli 
illustrated (what ooenrred so continually) the inteusity of our 
agxeemefit. 

No instauce of noble revenge that ever 1 heard of seems 
so effective, if considered as applied to a noble-minded wrong- 
doer, or in any case as so pathetic. From what quarter the 
story comes eriginally, was unknown to us at the time ; and 
J have never met it since ; so that possibly it tfiay he new to 
the reader. We found it in a liook written for the use of his 
own children by Di^ Perciy al, the physiedan who attmided at 
Greenhay. Dr. P^’was a literary msn, of elegant tastes and 
philosophic habits. Some of his papers may 1^ found in the 
Manchoster Fliilosophic Transactions ’’ ; and these I have 
heard mentioned with respect, though, %r myself, 1 have no 
personal knowledge of them. Some presumption meantime 
arises in their favour, from the fikct that he had been a 
favoured correspondent of the most eminent Frenchmen at 
that time who cultivated literature jointly with philosophy. 
Voltaire, Diderot, Maupertuis, Oondorcet^ and D'Alembert, 
had all treated him with distinction \ and I have heard my 
mother say that, in days before 1 or my sister could have 
known him, he attempted vainly to interest her in tliese 
French luminaries, by reading extracts from their frequent 
letters ; which, howevex^ so fi^ from reconciling her to the 
letters^ or to the writers of the lett^ had the unhappy 

of AlndtUn all the sentiment of the case as I luve endeavouied 
In d^matangle it. Ho spnka^wfaat be.dld not j^derstand ; for, as to 
sentiuinit of any kind, all Orieutal<i are obtuselbd impusiive. There 
m other sttblUkiitiai (sonc^ at least) in the Arahiaa Nights,’* which 
tiwt bKETiw Mieh-Hi gM that lint kmdlss--^whe& enteriDg into com- 
Innatiott with new eleineotvin a Chriakon atmosphere. 
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pffert of riveting her dli^like (previoiwly liiiddiug) t«» tin- 
^ doctor, as tlieir teceiver, and the p rom^ r of tlioir anlhoi's. 
The tone of the letters-*-hollow, insincere, and Ml^ of co\*rtly 
c iyihliw to Dr, P., as a known 'frfend of iiTltSeruPce” 
(nieaning, of tolenitiou) — certainly wu nut adapted to the 
KiigUsh' taste ; and in this respoct was spemlly offensive to^ 
my mother, as alws(|ys oHsiinung of the doctor that, 
necessity^, 91 heing a plylosopber, he^ must .an infidel. J)r. ' 

l\ left that question^ 1 bedieve, ** tn msdto/’ neither assenting 
nor denying ; a&d Sindoubtedly.. there was no paiticular call 
upon him to publish Ids Confession of Faith before one who, 
ill the mitlst of her rigorous politeness, suffered it to l>o too 
traiisparont that she did not like him. It is always a pity to 
see anything lost and yrast^d, especially love; and, there fort*, 
it was no subject for lamentation, that too probably the 
philosophic doctor did not enthusiastically like kir. But, if. 
really so, that made no difference in his fediugs towards iny j 
sister and myself. Us he like ; and, as one proof of Ins ^ 
regard, he presented joinHy^ with such of his works us 
could be ^supposed interesting ^to two younj^ literati, whaso 
combinedT ages made no more at this period than a baket^s 
ilozen. These presentation copies amounted to two at the 
least, both ocfaooi^ afid one of them entitled The Father^s -^- 
something dr other ; what was it 7 — Auisttmt, ^rhdJBT^IHow 
much assistance the doctor might furnish in the fathers upon 
this wicked little planet 1 cannot say. But fathers arc a 
stubborn race ; it is very little use trying to asfdst them. 
BetUT always to presciil^ for the rising generatiozi. .And 
ciTUmly the impression which he mode upon us —my sister 
and myself — by the stoiy in (^ueBtion, was deep and 
zneniorahle: my sister wept over it, and wept over the 
remembranoo of it ; and, not long after, carried its sweet 
arom off with her to heaven ; whilst L for an y h ave ' 
nev^ fojgotten it Yet, perhapsjTS^ injudicious to lulve 
too much i-xrili*i1 the reader’s expectations ; therefore, reader, 
understand what it is that yW ate invited to hear — ^mst 
much of a story, but ^ply a noble sentiment, such os that 
of L ouis XI I when he refused,' as King of France, to avenge 
his offini^ries as Duke of Orleans-rftQeb as that of godrian ,* 
when he said that a Boman Imperator ought to die sti 
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UL4\wiTi{' Ili:ii Omsiir, uis the man vrllo repniaciitoil ulnngli^j 
lluine, Hlniuhl face Ulg la»t eiieiiiy, an the firat, iu an attitude 
of uiicoluiuerable defiance. TTere is Dr, Pei’cival's story, 
which I warn you) will collapse into nothing at all, 
niilesB you yourself are able to dilate it by expansive 
sympathy with its sentixueTy^. 

A young officer (in what army, no* matter) had so far 
•^forgotten liiuiself, in a inonicut of iiritiition, as to strike a 
private soldier, full of pi^rsonol dignity (as sometimes hapjiens 
in all ranks), and distinguished for his courage. The incxor- 
*able laws of military discipline iorbiule to the injuiHid wddier 
any jiractical redress — ^he could look for no retaliatnm by 
acts. Worils only were at liis command ; and, in a tumult 
of indignation, as he turned away, the soldier saiil to his 
officer that he w'ould ** m-‘k" him rrn. pf it.*' This, wearing 
, the shape of a menace, f. t ■i.ilV^d the officer's anger, 

and intercepted any disposition which might be rising within 
him towards a sentiment of remorse ; and thus the irritation 
between the two young men grew hotter than before. Some 
weeks after this a partial action took place with the enemy. 
Sup|K>se yourself a spectator, 'and looking down into a valley 
occupied Dy the two armies. They are facing each other, 
you see, in martial array. But it is no more than a skirmish 
which is going on ; in the course of which, however, an 
occasion siubleuly arises for a desperate, service. A redoubt, 
which has fallen into the enemy's hands, must be lecapturecl 
at any price, and under circumstances of all bnt hopeless 
difficulty. A strong party has volunteered for the service ; 
there is a cry fSr somebody to head them ; you see a soldier 
step out from the ranks to assume this dangerous Icadershi ]) ; 
the party moves rapidly forw^ard; iu a few minutes it is 
swallowed up from your eyes in clouds of smoke ; for one 
half-hour, froip. behind these clouds, you receive hieroglyphic 
reports of bloody strife — fierce repeating signals, flashes i^m 
the guns, rolling musketry, and exulting hurrahs, advancing 
ur receding, dackening or reddfibling. At length all i.s over : 
the redoubt baa been rscovere<l ; that which was lost is found 
again ; the jewel which bad been made captive is ransomed 
with blood. .Crimsoned with glorious gore, the wreck of the 
comtuering pkrty is relieved, and at liberty to retum. From 
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the rivcT you p<je it asceuclin^. The plnine-cJvsU'il ni 

couiniuud nii^lK'p forwar«1, with his h^ft hand raising liis hat in 
homage to tho Uackf^ned fragments of what once ww n ilag, 
whilst, with his right hand^ he seisses tluit of the leader, 
though no more than a private from the ranks. That ])er- 
p1ex<\s you not : mystery you see fLone in fAaL For dit-iinctioiis 
of order perish, ranks are confounded, and low’’ ure 

words 'Without a meaning, and to wreck goes every notion or 
reeling that divides tho noble from the noble, or tlie brave man 
from tiie brave. But wherefora is it that now, when suddenly 
they whi^el into mutual recognition, suddenly they paused 
Tliis soldier, this ofTicer — who are they ? 0 reader ! once 

lieforc they had stood face to face — the soldier it is that was 
sti lick ; tho officer it is that stiuck bun. Once agaiji tlioy 
sue meeting ; and the gaze of armies is ujion them. If for 
u moment a doubt divides them, in a moment the rluiiht 
has iiei'ished. One glance exchanged hetweeu tlieiii ]mhlnilies 
the forgiveness that is sealed for ever. As one who recuivers 
a brother whom he had accounted dead, the officer sprung 
forward, threw Jiis arms around the neck of .the soldici*, and 
kissed him, as if lie were some martyr glorified liy tha! 
sfiodow of death from which he w'^as raturuiug ; whilst, on 
Am part^ the soldier, ste]tpiUg Uu'k, and cairvdng liis open 
hand through the beautiful motions of tho military salute* to 
a superior, 1 nakl^'j this immortal answer — tliat answer which 
shut up for ever the memory of the indignity offered to him, 
even whilst for the lost time alluding to it: — “Sir,” he said, 
** I told you Iwfop** that I would you rtimnt t/.*' 
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At tlie time of my fi^lier^s death, I was nearly seven years 
old.^ In the next foecT years, during whidi we continued to 
live at Qreenhay, nothing memomblu occurred, except, ihdeed, 
that troubled parenthesis iiijny life which connected me 
with my brother William — this certainly was memorable to 
myself — and, secondly, the visit of a most eccentric 3''Oung 
woman, who, about nine years later, drew the eyes of all 
England upon herself, by her unprincipled conduct in an 
affair afiecting the life of two Oxonian undergraduates. She 
was the daughter of Lordl^Desgenotf (known previously as 
Sir Francis I)aflhwoc)d)^'r^!uTftriii!^iine (meaning the time 
of h^ visit to Greenhay) she was about twenty-two years old^ ; 
witha &ce and a figure classically beautiful, and with the reputa- 
tion of extraordinmyaccomplisliments; these accomplishments 
being not only eminent in fhdr 'degree, but rare and inter- 
esting in their kind. • In paiticulwi j^e astoniehed every 


^ 2>8 Quineey now retcrns to tbs use of the main saiies of his auto- 
biegraphii^ papers m 2kif s (sec p. 3} ; and this 

cluiptw is an jenMUQidon of what had fonned' but a page or two in the 
fiert of those omeles, the article in /ait for Pah. 1834 — 9f. 

> eight yceis edd** would have -been more comet, De 

Qsinoify was bojm Ifith Angnst 1783 1 and his ^fitiher died 18th July 

34 :^ 81 . 

* CSiaitoellgr of the IGxdeqavr in the brief Slute administration of 
hettfir known as the fomuler and one of the chi^ members 
• if tbe notoriqne f alia^ iSM Fire f^ub)^ which ioehaded 

ilsu Vfiikes^i&Sim poets Cburchfil and Whitehead.- M. 

« She was bom in 17^4.— M. 
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jterBon by hor w/yproi^u perfoxwajiceB on tliu organ, ai^l 
by her po ^of Ttiese last she applied 

entirely to* attain Christianity ; for die opeidy pro- 
fessed infidelity in the most audaciouB form; ana at luv 
mother’s table die certainly proved more than a match fur 
all the clergymen of the ndg^bouxing toyus, some of whom 
(as the most intelledtaal pecrsons of t^t neighbourhood) were 
daily invited to meet her. It was a mere accident which bad 
intr^uced her to my mother’s house. Hap]>ening to hear 
from my sister SShry’s governess} that die and her pupil W'ere 

1 “Jfy sister Mar^s gcvemass '* : — ^This goveniess was a Muis 
WiO. y, .-1 to Wc«li*y, the foniuler of MeUiodisfii. And TTie 

'll* Sf fti'ln'k a iacf* which was recently revived and 

udfl-etated by the whole newspaper iiress of the island. It hml been 
always known that some relationship existed between the Wellesleys 
and John Wesley, Their names liad» m fact, been originally the same ; 
and the Duke of Wellington himself, in thwearlier part of hia career, 
when sitting in the IHdt House of Gomnionsp was always known to the 
Irish ioumaJs as Coptalii Wesley. Upon this aiose a natural belief, 
that tae aristocratic branch of the house hod improved tlie name into 
Wellesley. But the true process of change had been precisely tlie 
other way» Not Wesley had been exjianded into Wdlesley — but, 
inversdyi Wellesley had been conti acted by household usage into 
Wesley. The name must have been WdfeaUg iu its earliest stage, 
since it was founded upon a connection with Wells Gathedxal. It bad 
obeyed the same process as prevails In mmiy huuiheds of other names; 
St XiSger, for instance, is always pronounced as if written Biliinger ; 
(Aolmonddey as Ghumleigh ; Mai^onbanks as Marchbnnks ; and the 
illnstnous name of Cavendhih was for ceuturies familiarly pronofinced 
Candtsh; and Wordsworth has even introduced this name into Terse, 
so as to eompel the reader, by*a metrical coercion, into calling it 
Gandisb. Miss Wesley's fomfly hod great musical Heusibility and skill. 
This led the fimiily Into giving musics parties, at which was constantly 
to be found Ijord Mornington, the father of the Duke of Wellington. 
For these parties it was, as Miss Wesley informed me, that the earl 
('ompoB(^ nls most celebrated glee. Here also it was^ or in similar 
musieardrcles gathered about himself by the first Lord Momington, 
that the Duke ^ Wellington had formed and cultivated his unaffected 
love for music of the highest dtasa-HLn, ibr the Igipes^^^ music of 
the seielaiu opera. And it occurs to me as highly probable, that Mrs. 
Lee’s oonneetioii with the Wesle|rB^ through which ft was that she 
became aoquaiuted with my me'tli^, must have rested upon the 
common interest wjtdch she aiid the'WesIaya had in the omn and in 
the plass of mtiste 'suited tp that iostrdnunt Btip. JM beMlf was on 
iiniirDvIsatrice of t}ie first class upon tUe omn i and the two brothers 
of IQss Wedey, wm and C&aries^ j^ed m very many years as tbs 
first organists in ^ ' 
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on ti visit id ail old Oiitholic family in Uic County of 
Durliaiu (tlie family of Mr. Syinbum o, who was known 
ailvoiitageuiiijJy to the public oy ins Travels in Spain and 
Sicily,’' &C.), Mrs. Lee, wlioso education in a French convent^ 
aided by her father’s influence, had introduced her extensively 
to the kiiowledpic of Catholir families in England, and who 
hod herself an invitation to the same hou^ at the same time, 
wrote to offer the use of her carriage to convey all three — i.a, 
herself, my sister, and her governess — to Mr. Swinburne’s 
This naturally drew forth from my mother an invitation to 
Greenhay ; and to Gnenhay she came. On the imperial of 
her carriage, and elsewhere, she describt'd herself as the Jfork 
^top i n ^ ^iwo(^ Lee. But, in fact, being only the 
illegitimate daughter of Lord le Deapenoer, she was not 
entitled to that designation. She had, however, received a 
l^equest even more ensaable from her father — not less 
than forty-five thousand pounds. At a very early a^'^'sKe 
liSfl^iuarritid a young Oxonian, distinguished ibr nothing but 
a very sidendid ])eTson, which had procured him the distin- 
guishing title of Handsome Lee; and from him /die had 
s^ieedily separated, on the agreement of dividing the fortune.^ 
My mother little gueased w'hat sort of person it was 
whom she had asked into her family. So much, however, 
she luul understood frtim Miss Wesley — that Mrs. Lee was a 
bold thinker ; and that, for a woman, she had an astouishiiig 
command of theological learning. This it was that suggested 
the clerical iii\ri:itiriii>4, as in .^ucb a case likely to furnish the 
most ap^irojiriate society. But this led to a painful result. 
It might easily have happened that a very learned clergyman 
should not specially have qualified himself for the service of 
a theological tournament ; and my mother's range of acquaint- 
ance was not very extensive amongst the derical body. 
But of these the leaders, os regarded public consideiation, 

* Her husband was Mmthew Alien Lae, Esq., said to have been of 
a Scottish family. It V'TlflBk^iyjnSIch In 1704, and they were 
married at Haddington. As she waS'ihen a ward in diancerjs lie was 
arrested and was for some time in confinement on account of the 
nuiirisgeii smngement wm made In by wbidi half her 
property, orabCttt,£12Q0a year, was settied on herself; and at the 
«*nd of that jpetf ffiey wps ya ^ he taking the other hal^ and ahr 
going to liin la fionou Kow/J^Adllly, Loiidon.-^M. 
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)were Mr. H , my guardian^ luid Mr. plnwM - wliu for 

' luoi^ tlian fifty years oificiaf^d oa rector ol John’s Ohuirli 
in Mauchoster. lu fact, the golden jubilee ^ of his pastoral 
couneclion with SL iTohn’s was celebrated many years after 
with iiiucJi demonstrative expression of jinblic sympathy on 
the i^ai't of universal Manchester — the most important city 
in the island next after London. No men could have been 
found who were less fitted to act os champions in*a duel (ui 

behalf of Cliristianity. Mr. H was droadfully cuminnn- 

placc ; dull, dr&dfully dull ; and, by the necessity of his 
nature, incapable of being in deailly interest, which his 
splendid antagonist at all times was. His encounter, there- 
fore, with Mrs. Lee presented the ilistressing spectacle of 
an old, toothless, mumbling mostitf, fighting for the household 
to which he owed allegiance, against a young lenjmrdess fresh 
from the foresta Every touch from her^ every velvety i^aw, 
drew blood. And something comic mmgleil with what my 
mother felt to be paramount tragedy. Far different was 
Mr. Clowes : holy, visionary, apostolic, he could not be 
lr5IelTnj3v4iO'‘l fully. No man could deny him a qualified 
homage. Hut for any polemic service he wanted the taste, 
the training, and the iMirtloular sort of erudition required. 
Neither would such advantages, if he liad liappcned to possesb 
iJieui, have at all availed him in. a case like this. Horror, 
blank horror, seized him upon seeing a woman, a young ivomou, 
a woman of captivating beauty, whom Qod had adorned so 
eminently with gifts ofjiersimand of mind, breathing sentiments 
that to him seemed fresh from the mintage of hell. lie 
could have apostrophised her (as long aftcrwanls he himself 
told me) in tlie woi'du of SliakB|»eFe’s Juliet — 

“ Beaatifal tyrant * fiend angelical t ** 

for he was one of those wh^nev^^ tliink ^ Ohristmnity^as 
the^Bubj^Wf defence. Could sons^ul^ "could light, could 
the glones^ofthe dawn, call fip defence! Not as a thing Ui 

^ “ The gM'njMiee'* : — This, in Germany, is used populariy as u 
technical bzpression: a mamed oonple, whsp celebrating tbe fittidh 
annivexsary of their luarriage-day, are said to keep their golden jubilee ; 
but on the twenty-fifth annirenary they have credit only for a silver 
jubilee. 
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bu defi'ndi'd, but as a thing to be interpreted^ os a thing to 
he illuiniiialeil, did Ohristianitf eziat for hm, Hei theretoro, 
wajs even more UDsemceahle , as a diampioxL against the 
deliberate i mjtead ter of CShiistiau evidences than my reverend 
guardian. . . 

Thus it was that he hinftelf explained his own position, 
in after days, when I had reached my sixteenth year^ and 
visited him upon terms of friendship as dose as can ever 
have existed between a hoy and a man alre^y grey-headed. 
Him and his noiseless parsonage, the pensive ab^e for sixty 
years of religions reverie and anchoxitish self-denial, I have 
described farther oxL In sonie limited sense he belongs to 
our literatore ; for he was, in, &ct, the introducer of Sweden- 
borg to this country ; as being hiniBelf papally . ^ translator 
Swedffab opg ; and still more as org^nlsi^^^^ to 

otilier people’s translations ; and also, I believe, as republish- 
ing the original Latin works of Swedenborg, To say of 
Mr. Clowes was, until lately, but another way of describing 
him os a delirious dreamer. At preset (1.853), I presume 
the reader to be aware that Cambridge has, within the last 
few years, unsettled and even revolutionised our estimates of 
Swedenborg as a philosopher. That man, indeed, whom 
Ejignon ranks as one amongst his inner coasistoxy of intd- 
h^tual potentates, cannot be the absolute trifler that Kant 
(who knew him only by the most trivial of his pretensions}, 
eighty years ago, supposed him. Assuredly, Mr. Clowes was 
no iriiler, but lived habitually a life of power, though in a 
world of religious mysticism and of apocalyptic visions. To 
him, being such a mah by nature and by habit, ^ was m^ffect 
Uie lofty li ^ y t g ypyldine from Coleridge’s “ rorafepere ” that j 
Utood bdore him in this infidel lady. A magoIfiWt witehj 
jdie wasb the Lady Geraldine ; having the some superb 
M)eaalys the same power of throwing spells over tho ordinary 
gaseTj ioul yet at Intervals unmasli^ to some aolitary, 
un&m^t^ spectator the sam^ lull blh^^ of a snaky eye ; 
l^d thre^ most of gleams, a traitzess 

ediiAxiM else to all otheni seemed the form of 
a in^par^ pietensiona— one that was 

.*» BowilHftil excsadittgly, 
f mih a far oountrla'’ 
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The Bcenc, as I beard it sketcbed luiig years after w unlb hy 
nutre ihoKi one of tbode ivbo bail witnesi^ it, was ^Miinfiil m 
cxeess. And the shock glTeu tu my mother was memorai>1c. 
For tile first and the last time in her long end healthy life, 
she sulfored y atomi nf; Partly this arose 

from the conflict betv^nSm in the character of hostess, j, 
uud hers^ as a loyatji^ugbtai: faith ; she sliud- 

deiod, in a degree almost incontrollable and beyond lier iiower ' 
to dissemble^ atjthe irnfezninide intrepidity w'ith which " tbc 
kopatdess” conducted her assaults lipoii the a^p p-fol ^s 
oi^odo^ ; and, partly also, this internal conflict arose from 
concern on behalf of her own servants, who ivoited at dinner, 
aud were inevitably liable to impressioiiB from what they 
heard. My mother, by original choice, and by early training 
under a very aristocratic father, recoiled as austerely fhnu all 
direct communication with her servants as the Pythia at 
Delphi from Ihe attendants that swept out tlie tcmpiSr But 
not the less her conscience, in all stages of her life, having or * 
no< having any special knowledge of rdigiun, acknowledged^ 
a pathetis weight of obligation to remove from, her household ' 
all confessedly corrupting influences. Aud here was one 
which she could not remove. What chiefly dbie feared, on 
behalf of hot servants, was' either, first, the danger from the 
simple faet, now suddenly made known to them, that it was 
possibluipr^iM^^ ujaigj^ly gifted .to deny J3wtianit/: 
2uch a denial and haughty abjuration could not but c^rry 
itself more profoundly into the reflective mind, even of 
flcrvants, wjiyii th e ami ino/t g biyoy ai i^t by 

llu‘ g.i Y foiiihmng of ro m auy ,Hpli-inIid ^lcconl^dl^1llUi;nU• 
■iTiw^'i^raV Jsw't was apprecui!4o by tliose wild woiilS 
aud never could hove understood, the particular argpmeniB ot 
the infideL Tet, even as i^ided these particular argu- 
ment% secondly, my motifaCr feared that some one — ^brief, 
tolling, and rememberable — ^might bo aio^ed out fxoia the 
rest, might traniq>lant itself to the servantf. boll, and take 
root for life in some mind suiflaienflj thoughtful to invest it 
with interest, afld yet far xemy64 from jmy oijportunitics, 
through books or soedety, for diWminf;: the argument of its 
sting. Such a clanger was* ^^the .character aud 

pretonsions of Hta. Lee’s f(ratman,.wbo was a'daily witness, 
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wliilst Mlaiidin^ behind liis Taistrei«ri*,s cliuir at diiiucr, Ut th« 
nonfuHit)n which fllic carried into the hostile caiup, aud 
be sup})uHed to renew such disuusHionfi iu the stTvaiils’ liall 
witli singular advantages for a favourable attention. Fur he 
was a showy and most audacious Lfmdoaer^ and what is 
terhnwdily known, in Ihc lai^age f>f scr^nuts* liiring-uilices, 

VI '‘a man of figure” lie might, thereto^ l)C considered as • 
one JangeroiSy armed for shaking religions piiuciples, 
especially amongst the femaltf servants. Herci, luiwover, I 
believe that my mother was miRt^dLcn. Women of humble 
station less than any other class have any teudeuey to 
sympathise with boldness that manifests itself in throning off 
the yoke of religion. Perhaps a natural instinct tells them 
that levity of that nature will pretty surely extend itself 
contagiously to other modes of conscientious obligation ; at 
any rate, my own experience would warrant me in doubting 
wbctlier any instance were ever known of a woman, in the 
nink of servant, regarding infidelity or irreligion as something 
brilliant, or interesting, or in any way as fiivourably dis- 
tingnishiug a man. Meantime, this conscientious sQiprehen- 
sion on account of the servants applied to contingencies tliat 
were remote. But the pity on account of the poor lady 
herself applied to a dimgcr tliat seemed imminent and deadly. 
Thfs beaulifiil and sjdendid yonng creature, as my mother 
knew, was floating, without anchor, or knowledge of any 
anchoring groumls, upon the unfatliomable ocean of a London 
world, which, for Arr, was wrapped in darkness as regardetl 
its dangers, and thus for her the chances of Bhip\rriHik wore 
seven limes multiplied, Tt was notorious that Mrs. Lee had 
no protector or guide, natural or legal. Her marriage had, 
in fact, iriStoad of imposing new restraints, released her from 
old ones. For the legal separation of l>oc tom* Comi uona, '' 
technically called a divorce, but a divorce simply Jtunsd et 
Aaro (from bed and board), and not d vinetdo matHnwnii (from 
the very tieluid obligation of ipatriage), had removed her by 
law fPcHtk the control of her husband ; whilst, at the saiiio 
time, the matrimonial condition, of course, enlarged that 
liberty of actidnwrhieh elee is Unavoidably narrowed by Uie 
lesen'e and delicacy na^mLto a young woman whilst yet 
uiimarriod. Hero arose'one^ril mote ; and, secondly, arose 
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tlijs luoi^l uiiusiuil aggravation of tiiat 

ilv^liiFubl/ fiL i'JitfMslj-Jlif? * i ndoiMl, » f Jjfr 

univcrrttilly. iitrictly Bixsaking, elie" was even yet a raw 
iinturorc'd novice turned suddenly loose from the twilight <*f 
a monastic scclnsioii. Under any cixcumstances, sucli a sitUH- 
tion la}^ open to an amount of danger that was afHfcting to 
contemplate. !But*one dreadfiu exasperation of these fatal 
auguries lay in the peculiar tmpir of Mrs. Lee, os connected 
with her infidel thinking. Her natnrn waa.toainink andi 
bold to tolerate any disguise . and my mother’s own cxjiori-' 
ciK^ had now taught her that Mrs. Iieo would nut be content 
to leave to the random call of actident^ the avowal of ]i<>r 
principles. Ho passive or latout spirit inking wa^ 

her^rJbfiddlong..it-.Wiis,.' mitcompromising, a]inos(^%)^e, and 
reganling np xestraints of place or soason. Like Shtile y, 
some few years later, whose day she would have glonST to 
wolooiiie, she looked upon her principles, not only as con- 
ferring rights, bu^iOso^ of actlmpxoscly tuun. 

From this featiire in her character it was that my mother 
foresaw on indant evil, which she iiigcd Mi^Wtssley to press 
eornestly'on her aitentian — viz., the incvitalde alienation of 
all her female friends. In many pails of the Continent Qmi 
too much we are all in the habit of calling by the wride iiaiiu- 
of ‘^the Continent ” '''France, Qermouy, Switzerland, and 
Belgium), my mother w'as aware that the most flagrant 
])roclamalioii of infidelity would not stand in the way of a 
w'oumnV favourable reception into society. But in England 
at that iinit this was far otherwifM\ A display siidi as Mr^;. 
Leo habitually forced ux^on xicople's uttontiou w'oiild at once 
liiLve the effect of banisliing from her house all women of 
reHX>ectabihly. SI19 would b a I^owd upon tl^ e syiety -of 
men — bold ami reckless, such as "either agree<l with herself, 
oiT^being careless on the whole subject of religion, xjretendcd 
to do so. Her income, though diminished now by tbc 
jKirtition with Mr. Xiee^ was still above a thousand^per annum ; 
which, though trivial for an^ puipose of display in a x’hirc 
VO costly as London, was still important enough to gather 
round he r unpriiysipled adventnrei^ some of whom might lie 
noble enou^ to obey no attraction but that which lay in her 
marble beauty, in hev Athenian^'graoc and eio<xuence, and the 
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wild i]i)]Kit^ioiicd nature of her accoiii]diBhmeuts , hy ]wx 
; aeting, her dancing, her convensatiou, her inuBicol improvisa* 
tiona, she woa qualified to the moBt intellectual men ; 

' but baser attractions aronld exist for baser men ; and niy 
nioUier urged Mira Wesley, as one whooi-Mra Lee adinitlLMl 
Ui her confidence, above tdl (^iiigs to act upon her pride by 
forewarning her that such men, in the mid^ of Lp^boniagc 
to her charms, would be sore to betray its hollowness by 
declining to let their wives and daughters ^usit her. Fluoil 
what excuses they would, Mrs. Lee might r<dy upon it, tbit 
the true ground for this insulting absence of female I'isitoi's 
wimld bo found to lie in her x>rofeKsion of infidelity. Tliis 
alienation of femalg society would, it was dear, be precipitated 
enormously by Mra Lee’s franfcncss. A result that might, 
by a dissembling policy, have been delayed indefinitely would 
now be hurried forwanl to an immediate crisis. And in this 
result went fo wreck the very best jiarf- of Mra Lee’s securities 
against ruin. ' 

It is scarcely neoesbary to say that all the evil followed 
which had been predicted, and through the channels which 
had been predicted. S<jme time was required on* so vast a 
Citage OB London to publish ilic fact of Mrs. Lee’s |ree-tliink> 
ing ; that is, to publish it as a mutter of systematic piupose. 
Many persons liad at first made a liberal allowance for her, 
as temxited by some momentary impulse into opinions that 
she had not sufficiently considered, and might foiget as liastily 
as she had adopted them But no sooner was it made known 
as a settled fact that she hod deliberately dedicaW her 
uueigies to the interests of an antichristiau system, and that 
she hated Christianity, thanUfoe whole body of her friends 
within the pale of so^ respectability foil away from her, 
aud forsook her house. To fhm succeMed a c l i qu e erf inale 
visitors, some of whom wi*re ihiu1<i'(\ill\ TQ8poctable,^and 
olheiro* ^ike Mr. Frend, memorable for his expulsion from 
Cambrige. '^pn accouut of his public hostility to Trinitari-. 
auism).wero distinguished by W* tone of intemperate defiance 
to of Engludi society. Thrown upon such a circle, 

aud all that temper of reserve which would 

have Imu iifipressed/u]^ Iher hy habitual anxiety for the 
good Tiytuoiu* dnd liigh -principled women, the 
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poor lady was Vith tw.o tU^soLulu 

broths ; for Wt^ultlmate parjx^-i* nn cither side was never 
made - dear to the publio. Why a lady should elope from 
her own hoube, and the protection of her own seraants^ under 
whatever impulse, seemed genexpllj^' usdntelUgihle. But 
apparently it was precisdy this protection from her own 
servants which presented iti^f to the brothers in the light of 
au obstacle to their objects Wliat these objects might ulti- 
mately be, I do not enJdrely ^ow ; and 1 do not feel myself 
authorised, by* anything whi£h of my own knowledge 1 
know, to load cither of them with mercenary imputations. 
One of them (the younger) was, or fancied himself, in love 
Mrs. Lee. It was impobsible for him to marry her ; 
and possibly he may have fancied that in some inistio rctiTe- 
ment^ where the psrtieB were unknown, it would 1)6 easier 
than in Loudon to~ appease the lady’s scruples in respect, to 
the sole mode of connection Which the law left ogem to them. 
The frailty of the will in Mrs. Lee was as man^est in this 
stage of iSiQ case as subsequently, when she allowed herself 
to be overclamoured by Mr. Lee and his friends into a capital 
proseoutfon of the brothers. After she had once allowed her- 
self to be put into a post-chaise, she was persuaded to believe 
(and such was her ignorance of English societ}^ that possibly 
she dU believe) herself tlirougb the rest of the journey liable 
at any moment to summary coercion in the cose of attempting 
any resistance. Tb^ brothers and herself left London ii^the 
evjgUAg. Coubequcntl3*,'it was long after midnighi whexT the 
party halted at a town m Gloucestershire, two stages beyond 
Oxfiird.^ The younj^r gentleman then persuad^ her, but 
(uK she alleged) under the impx^on on her part that lesist- 
ance was unavailiDg, and that the injury to her reputation 
was by this time irreparable, to allow of his coming .to her 

' The elopement or abduction was on Snndsyi 16th January 1804. 
The two luroihers had been dig^ with her that day in her house in 
Bolton Row, Piccadilly ; and, much urging the younger 
brother’s suit,-— the eldra brother, however, the more vehement iii 
urging it, — they had succeeded lu getting her into a post-ciiaiso and 
drivixig off with her. Th^ Cook" the Uxbridge road, and halted at 
Tetswortb, about fhreive i^es from Oxford, between one and two 
o'clock in the inorning. There had heenno special ooteiy or «listurb- 
auce on the way.^M. 
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liLMlnioin. This was perhaps mit entirely a Imiidiileiit repre- 
fteulation in Mrs. Lee. The whole circumstouccB of the case 
ruado it clear llint, with any den’ded npening for deliverance, 
f«hc would have caught at it ; and prohably wonld again, frc^in 
wavering' of mind, have dallied with the danger. 

Perhupa at this point^ l\avizig already in this last para- 
graph shot aliczul hy some nine years of the period when 
she visited Qrcenhay, allowing myself this license in order 
to connect iny mother’s warning through Miss Wesley with 
the practical sequel of the r-ase, it niay he ns w'ell for me hi 
pursue the arrears of the story do-wn to its final incident. 
In 1804, at the Lent Assizes for the County o f Oxfy d.^Bhe 
appeared as principal witness against two" brotners, Jj- — ^t 

O n, and L n Q ^n,^ on a capital charge of having 

forcibly carried her off from her own house in London, and 
fJterwards of having, at some place in Gloucestershire, by 
Lollusion with each other and by terror, enabled one of the 
bi'others to offer the last violence to her person. The cir- 
cumstantial accounts published at the time by the news- 
impcrs were of a nature to cunciliato the public sympathy 
altogether to the prisoners ; ami the general belief*’ accorded 
with what was, no doubt, the truth — ^that the lady had been 
driven into a*false accusation by the over^iowering remon- 
strances of her friends, joined, in this instance, by her 
husband, all of whom were wOliiig to believe, or willing to 
have it believed by the public^ that advantoge had been 
taken of her little acquaintance with English usages. 1 was 


^ No need for tlie blanks now. The brothers were the liev. Lock- 
hart Hordon anti Mr. Louden Uotdon, sons of a deceased lion. L o cl ^ - 
who was a scion of the Sottish house of Aboyne, and hud 

The two hrothew, the 
elder of at the tiioe of the trinl, and the 

younger twenty-four, bad known Miss Paudiwood m her girlhood whan 
she boarded with their mother in KensiiigtoTi, and had renewed 
neqaamtanoe with her in 1808, when thcT elder, now a clergyman, 
separated from his wife, was residing in AJsop’s 6uildmg<«, Now 
Ro.yl, and the younger, just retuiUfMl from some stay in the West 
Indies, was living with him. Ihe ciromnstances of Mi*«H Dashwood, 
and the amount of her means, were well known to both ; and, as both 
were in sCraiis for money,— the younger more partfcnlarly,-— there was 
perhaps a motive for the kind of alliance with her which was 
sought. — M. 
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]>T6Aent at the triol. The court was opened at eight o’clock 
in the momiug; and each was the inteieat in the case^ 
that a inob^ composed chiefly, of gownsmen^ heedi^ed the 
doors for some tiine before the moment of admii^on. On 
this occasion, by the way, T' witnessed a resaleable illpstra; 
tion of the pTofonnd obc'diencc Eiigli-buicn, uinh-r ull 
. cii^mstanecsj pay tr ine kw. The oonstaMiv, fur what 
reason 1 do not Ihow, ^ere tery numeidns, and yery violent. 
Such of ns as hajipened to have gone in our academic dress 
liad our caps snu&hed in two u^r thd^constables* staves ; wKy^ 
it mighl be difficult for the officeira to say, as none of us were 
making any tumult, nor had any motive for doing so^ unless 
by way of xetdiation. Many of Uiese constables were bazgc* 
men or petty tradesmen, who in their cz-official character 
had often been 'engaged in rows with undergraduates, and 
usually had had the'wor^t of it At present, in the service 
of tlie blindfold, goddess, these equitable men were no doubt 
taking r&geauce f(ir past favours. Bui, under all 

this wanton display of violence, the god*hsmen practised ihe 
severest for^mrwoe. The pressure from behijid nmde it 
impossiKIe to'Torbenr pressing ^ahead ; crusHed, you were 
obliged to crush ; but^ beyond that, there was no movement 
or gesture on our part to give any colourable warrant to the 
brutality of the officers. For nearly a whole hour, I saw this 
expression of reverence to the law triumphant over all pro- 
vocations. It may be presumed that, to ])rompt‘ so much 
crowding, there must have been some commensurate Interest. 
There was m, but that interest was not at all in Mrs. Lee. 
She was entirely unknown; and even by reputation or 
rumuui^ ihim so vasl; a wilderness as London, neither her 
beauty nor her intellectual pretensions had travdled down 
to Oxford, Possibly, in each section of 300 men, there 
might be one individual whom accident hfd brought ac- 
quainted, as it had myself, with her' extraoirdinaxy endow- 
ments. But the general and academic interest belonged 
exclusively to the accused. T&ey were' both Oxonians, one 
belonging to University Cvdlege, and the other, perhaps, to 
Halliol : and, as they had seve^y taken the degree of AE, 
which implies a rewdenee of at ksut three years, they were 
pretty extensively ' known. But, known or not known 

VOL. I . L 
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pc>rM»jally, in virtue uf tlie rorjis, the aecus^ed parties 

..would have benefited in any cose'Ey a general brotherly 
interest. Over and above which, there Avas m this cose the 
iutf'^rpst attached to an almost uuiiiteUigibic occuBatioii. A 

r iii » 'I i.r *11.11 vi* 4 in;e. under the roof of a resperial^ 
•jiv.iipid iiltt.'i.--* oy n responsible 
iiiaSteTaijIl ii^ne and wiihsii *'.111 .11 every moment of 
numerous servants — what could IhaL mean ? And af^ain, 
when it became understood that this violence alleged to 
have realised itself iind^ a df^lnsion, undei* a pie-occupaiifon 
of the victim’s mind, that resistance to it was hopeless, how, 
a nd u nder what pridoiiiid igiionniee of t'!ngTisli society, Inul 
siiieh"ir]^^^c)ipatiou been possible t To ilie accused, and 
U) the incomprehensible accusation, therefore, belonged the 
whole weight of the interest ; and it was a very secondary 
iuterestk indeed, and purely as a reflex interest fi-om the 
main one, which awaited the prosccutresa And yet, though 
BO little curiosity ** awaited ” her, it happened of necessity 
that^ within a few foments after her first coming forwajtl in 
the witness-box, she had created a separate one for herbelf — 
firstj throiigh her impri^wlve ap})cmni(^ ; secondly, tbrougli 
f the^apj^Uog coolness of her answerer The trial began, I 
tliink, about nine o’clock in the morning ; and, ns some time 
wus spout on the examination of Mia Lee’s servants, of 
p\i.stiliuns, ostlers, dec , in pursuing the traces of the affair 
from London to a place seventy miles north of London, it 
was probably about cloven in the forc-noon before the prose- 
cutress was summoned. My heart tbrobl>ed a little as the 
court lulled suddenly into the deep stillness of expectation, 
when that snmnious was heard : — Rachael Frances Antonina 
Dashwood Lee ** resounded through all the passages ; an<l 
immediately, in an adjoining anteroom, through which she 
was led by her attorney, for the purpose of evading the m(jb 
that surrounded the public approaches, we hoard her advanc- 
ing steps. Pitiable was the humiliation expressed by her 
carriage as she entered the witness-box. Pitiable was tbe 
change, the world of distance, between this faltering and de- 
jected jsoeuser, and that wild leopardess that had once worked 
her plmure., amongst the'sheepfolds of Christianity, and had 
cuffed my poor guaxdian so unrelentingly, right and left, 
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front rmfl mir, wl»eji he attempted tlie feeblest of defences. 
However, she wui uot Jong exxiosed to tbe searching gaze of 
the court, and the trymg ombarraasnients of her situatioa 
A single rj^aestLon brought the whole investigation to a close. 
Mrs. Lee had been sworn. After a few questions, she was 
'suddenly ashed by the counsel 46r tlie defence whellier she 
believed in the CTriatian religion f Her nnevror was bri«-f 
and i)eremplory, without distinciion or ciTciunloeutioii — No, 
Or, x^^'rhaps, not in Qod ? Again she replied, No ; and 
again her answer was prompt and mm jithrase. Upon this 
the judge declared that he could not permit tho trial to 
})n>coeii. The jury had heard what the witness said : 
bhe only could give evidence npon tliOk rajutgl .pOj'Ji ,qf Iho 
eWge ; and she had oiieiily incax)acitated her^elf before the ^ 
wHole" court. ITie jury instantly acc|uitt.ecl the Tajp onerH.^ ► 
Fii tho course o3f"*l;he day I left my name ai MranTjec’s" 
lodgings ; but her servant assured me that she was too much 
agitated to see anybody till the evening. At the hour 
assigned I called again. It was dusk, and a mob hud 
osseinbletl At the moment 1 came up to tjie door, a lady 
was iss ui ng, mu ffled, up, and in some measure .jdi^uised. It 
was Mrs. Lee. Xt the comer of an adjacent street a pwt 
chaise was drawn U]i. Towards ihi.s, under the protectiozi 
of the attorney who had managed her case, she made, her 
way us eagerly as possible. Before she conld reach it, liow- 
pvor, slie was detected ; a savage howl was raised ; and a 
rush msuie to seize her. Fortunately, a body of gowusmen 
foi'Uied round her, so as to secure her from personal assault ; 
they put her rapidly into the c:irriage ; ami then, joining 
the mVb in their hootings, sent off the horses at a ga]lo]>. 
Such mode of her exit^from Oxf^^ 

Subsequently to this paiuM coIliSon with Mrs. Leo at 

^ Be Quincey's accoimt of the trial corresponds closely with the 
extant reiHzrts dsewhere, save that it perhaps intensifies somewhat the 
terms of Mrs. Lee’s deolaration''of her unhdief. At this point of her 
ciTOfls-examinatlon, however, the case was certainly stopped — J usticf 
Lauieuce instniotiug tho jury to find for the defonders, and at the 
pame time intunatmg that there had been no stifflcfent evidence of 
rtuistBiice on MrB.'liw's part. The cleri^ brother accordingly left 
tlie liar, after a" severe lecture from the Judge ; bat the younger was 
dtstaiuod on an action for debt — M. 
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the Oxforil Assizes, I lieard nothing of her for jnany years, 
excepting only ahe was redding in the family of 

au English dergyxoea" dietingttiahed for his learning and 
piety. Thi? account gave great jjeasare to my mother— - 
not oul> as implying some chance that Mn. Leo might be 
finally leclainieil from her ^n}iappyJbpi^onj^ but also as a 
pro^ that, in submitting to a rustication so mortifying to a 
woman of her brilliant quolihcaiious,' she must have fallen 
under some influences more |u^omi|}ingibr ^r mspeciability 
and happiness than those i^hich hod auiropnUed her in 
Loudon. Finally, s we saw by the public journals that she 
had written and published a booh* The tifLe l-forget ; but 
1)y its subject it wa» connected with political or social philo- 
sophy.^ And one eminent testixaony to its merit' 1 myself 
uxn abla to allege — viz^ Singular enough it 

semns/ that' ' read so very little of modem literature, 
in fact; next to nothing, should be the sole critic and re- 
j[)orter whom I have happened to meet upon Hra Ijee's work 
But so it was : accident had thrown the book in his way 
durbg one of his annual visits to London/ and a second time 
at Lowther Castle. He paid to Mm Lee a compliment 
whiiflr certai^y he paid to no other of hCr contemporaries — 
viz., ^ reding her book ve^ nearly to end ; and he 
spoke of U re^'at^Iy as distinguul:^^for;v^^ origin- 
ality ofj&ouglit. 

^ A book called Memoirs ofR, F, A, Ihshvood Lee yrtm pabliaheil 
ill LondoA, witboat date, and was afterwanls snppresned. But it may 
be lo another book of ben that Be Qniuccy refers liere. — M. 



CHAPTBB VI 

. . I'i 

1 AM i]!rriu>i>xiasD spo thb wabfakb or a fubmo bohooi. ^ 

Four yeaxa afto my fatlior’s death, it be^ to ho perceived 
that there was no pnrpoee to be answered in atiy4on>;er 
keepiQg>iip ^e costly establishment of Greenhay. A heud- 
[{ardeuer, bekde^ labourers cq^ual to at least two Ibore^ were 
miiiircd for the grounds and gardens. And no motive 
existed any longer for being near to a great tzading town, m 
long aftdr the commercial connection with it had ceased. 
Bath seemed, cm all accounts, the natund Statfan for a x>erson 
in my moth^s situation ; and thither, accordiligly, she went. 
1, who bad been placed under the tuition of one of luy 
guardians, remained some time longer under his core, j^was 
tjie,n .^nsforred, tg^ &tL During this inteml the sale of 
the l.DUso and gcounds took place. It may illiiatrate the 
subject of yuairdianJUpf and the ordinary execution of its 
duties, to mention the result. The year was in itself a yeai* 
of gtpd depression, and every way unfavourable to such u 
trmisaction •, and the particular night for which tlm sale had 
been fixed turned out remarkably wet ; yet no ai^pt was 
made to postpone it, and, it proceeded. Qrig^lly the bouse , 
and ^onds had cost about £6000. I have becuki that only 
one offer was made^rilx,^of JS8500. Be that os it may, for 
the sum of it was Vld ; and I have been ofU'ii 

assured that, by waiting wfew yearo^ four to six times that 
sum might Iiavo be^ obtained with case. This is not iin- 

^ Thk chapter, like ilie iact,‘is an expanstorf of a portion of the 
autohiographieal paper in ZW# Magaoixe foi F«bru.iiy 1834,— M. 
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probable', aB the huuse was then uut lu the country ; but 
sinjse.then the town S{f,MflAid(p,ster .has toud<1 H 

and enveloped it Meantime, uiy guai^ians were* all men of 
honour aud iute^ty ; but their himds were filled with their 
own affaira One (my tutor^ was a clengy m^ rector f)f a 
chtiruh, and having Ma pa^shi his fanixly, and ilitee 
pupils to attend. He was, besides, a tery sedentary and 
indolent man, loving books — ^Imting bosinesa Another was 
a luerohant ,A third was a county m^strate, overladen 
with official business: him wo rarely saW. Finally, the 
a linker, in a distaijit ,^cpwty, having moiS" 
kiii.ia]**dgo c»f i!lfr-Wrfd, nions WKrgy, and more practical 
wisdom, than aU the rest united, but too remote for interfer- 
ing effehtnally. 

Reflecting upon the evils which befell me, and the gross 
iniHinahagemeat^ under iny guardian^ of my small fortune, 
and that of my brothers and aistciru, it has often ooourred to 
nio that so important an office, which, fimm the 
J jLpmoBtheiffl . has been proverbially lual-adminislEm^, ought 
to' bo put upon a new footing, plainly guarded by a few 
obvious provisions. ^ As under tbc laws, for a^ long 

peiaod, the gjiyrd ian should be mode responsible in law, and 
should give*R?Siinty from the first for the due performance 
of his dutiea But, to give him a motive for doing this, of 
eoume he must be paid. With the new obligations and 
liabilitieB will commence co mmensiir ate enioluments. If a 
child is made a ward in Ohaucery, its property is managed 
expensively, but always advantageously, Some great change 
18 imperatively called fur ; bq in rtiA coxn^gass^of 
humw^lifc^being so acaudalouRly Tigglftetafl thiSi 4 i 

In luy twelfth year it was that first of all reutered upon 
the arena of a great public school — viz., the Ozammar 
^School t of Bath, over which at that, time presidedr^'^inSit 

* “ Grmtmar Seh^d " /—By the way, as ths grammar-aohoulH of 
fiuglaud aru nmoirgst her most en^nent ilSstinciious, and, with snb- 
iiii&shm to the inmiinerable wietohos (gentleiucu, I should say) that 
hate Bn^d ** voim than toad or asp,”, have never been rivalled by 
any <MvvespoDdliig' institutions in other lands, 1 may as well take this 
oppoitml.^ *of .expleteing the'tword which most people 

nusappreheuii. Men supposo a graounar-achool to mean & school 
where they teach gnxnniar. But this is not the true meaning, and 
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accouipliahed Etonian — (or wan he ,ui yet Doctor'*) 
Mortfai u If he waB not, I am sure he ought to have been ; 
and, with the reader’s coucuTrence, will therefore create him 
a doctor on the spot Every iqhii has reason to rejoice 
who eryoys the advantage of a pihJic training. I condemned, 
and do condemn, the practical of sending out into such 
sloruiy exposures ttows^ whp.^%rg m yej^ .top young, top, jje- 
pendctit on f(Mn.>le gfntfent*s«, and endowed with sensibiiities 
originally too exquisite £jr such a warfare. But at nine or 
ten the niasculine energies of the character are beginning to 
develop themselves ; or, if not, no discipline will Iietter aid in 
their development tlian the bracing intercoun^ of a great Eng- 
libh classical school. Even the selfish ato then forced into ac- 
coiiimodating themselves to a public standaid of .generosity.; 
and the eifezuinate into cuiifomiing to a rule, of, nnuiliiiesa 
[ was myself at two public schools, and I think with grati 
tilde of the benefits which I rea])od from both ; as also 1 
think with gratitude of that guaniian in whose quiet house- 
liold 1 learned Latin so effectually. But the small privati*. 
schools, of which 1 liad opportunities for gathering soiiie 
brief experience — schools containing thirty to forty boys — 
were models of ignoble maimers as regarded of tlie 

t<*nd8 to oalumniate such schfiolo, by igiioriug their liighest fuiictioiiR. 
Limiting hy a iolse limitation the eorliuht object contemplated by BncIi 
iKshools, they obtain a plauidblo pietext for ropreeenlitjg all boyoiid 
gramiuar as something extraneous and casual that did imt enter into 
the original oi nonnal conception of thu founders, and that may 
therefore have been due to alien Mi^gestion. But now, when Sue- 
toning writes a little bock bearing Uiii title, **De lllnstribiis Qramma- 
tiois," wluit does lie mean T What is it that he promises T A tnemofr 
upon the emiueut r/rammarians of Rome? Kot at all, but a memoir 
upon t^ distirgwhed of J^me. (^rummaUca does certainly 
mean sometimes ^axhinar ; hut* it is also the best Latin word fur 
litmtum. A ffrtmmaticun U what the tVeuch express by the word 
liUmUewr, We unfortunately have no corresponding torm in 
EnglisC : a niari of letters is our awkwanl periphrasis in the singular 
(too apt, as our jest-books remind us, to suggest the postman) , whilst 
in the plura] wo resort to the Latin word liUruH* The school wiiioli 
jmifcsbtdi t>i ti'ach tnfmi fuOeti Um aUtiuc of 

iil^atiire, m the wijJ«i»t*'anU znoA liheLa) ixlcn!, aiul h rii>ji**-od 
ill nchofiN fur teaching nisclianic arts ; an<l, uithni its 
own stUurgsnuB of schools dedicated to libend obijeotsi, is oppohcd to 
schools for teaching mathematics, or, more widely, to schools for 
toacliiug svlenot). 



152 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


junioiH, and of favouzitism as regarded the mastera No- 
where u tlw enhiimity of imblio jMtiw 
fied as in an English puldio adhocd on the did Edward the 
Sixth uT Elizabeth, foinydotion. fSbiM is not in the universe 
such an A^^a gu s for and . abhorrence of all 

ciooked ways, mob,' or^ona of the time- 

hwoin^ English " foundation" scboolB/ But my own fint 
intboduction to such an establishment waa under peculiar 
and contnulictoxy circumBtances. ^When my ** rating" or 
gradoatioh in the school was tc be eettiedi naturally my alti- 
liule (to speak astronoimoally) was taken by my proficiency 
in (^reck* ‘Bai- here I had no advantage over otiiers of my 
age. . J^iguar^n waa a feeble Grecian, and had not excited 
my ampitioh ; so that I could barely coustirue books as easy 
08 the Greek Teatainent and the llia^ ' This was conddeTed 
quite weU s^OUgh for my age ; but still it caased me to be 
placed under tha^caxc of Mr, "WOdn s, the second master out 
four, anil not imder Dr. Idorj^ himself. T fithin o ne 
month, however, my talent for lAtinjracm. which had by 
this tune gnthei'cil strength and!*^!l{l)Mffl^)e(^e -know^ 
Suddenly I was honoured as never was man nr buy, since 
Mmdecai the Jew. , Without any colourable idation to the 
dSSKSTsjurisdietion, I was now weSUy paraded for distinc- 
tion at supreme tribunal of the school ; out of which, 
at first, grew nothing but a sunshine of approbation delight- 
ful to my heart Within six weeks all this had changed. 
The approbation, indeed, continued, and the public expres- 
sion of, it Neither would there, in the oidinary course, 
have been any painful reaction from jealoui^ or fSretful resist- 
ance to. ibe soundness of my pretensions ; since !l was 
Buffici^tly known to such of my sdioolfellowa as stood on 
my , 9 wn lev^ in ;tho school, that -Ii who had' no malcrela- 
iivw ‘ but military men, and those .in Indim^could not have 
bmeQted byvSmy clandestine 'aid. ' unhappily, Dr. 

was at ^jat time disaatisfied with borne points in the 
progress of his, hi^ class ^ ; an^ as it soon .appeared, waa 
ccmtbimBx^tl^^ . jhdr* 'teeih ^ brilliancy of my 

▼ersca at- elwren- or ky.> contparlimn with theiiB at 

* or s^tib khnwi not how to make one's self 

inteUigihle, se am- the tebnis locally. 
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Bevcnteen, eigliteeii, and eron nineteen. I had <ohBerved him 
Bometimes pointing to mysdf, and was perplexed at Rocing 
this gesture followed by gloomy lookfly and T^hat French 
repoiteis call ** BenBadon, ”‘te theae yonrig men, wlv^m 'natur- 
ally I viewed with. awe aa my lead^^iboys that were 
Ccdled young- men, that wexa. reading (a name 

that carried with it the scnind of some&ixig s ctanhic to^y 
eari*), an^ who , had^ vondb^^^to w^sie a vp rj^ 
such a cCTld oa The* Say was corner howmr, when 

all that Vobld' be changed.' One of these leaders abode up 
to me in the public playground ; and, deUvering a blow on 
my fdioulder, which was not intended to hurt me, but oa a 
mere formula of introduction, asked me, ** IRiat devil 1 
meant by bolting out of the courae, and anno;^ng' other 
people in that xnauher ? Were ^ other people ' w have no 
rest for me attd my verses, which, after alL wtoe* horribly 
liad ?*’ There mig^t have been some difflear^'^fn returning' 
an answea^ to this address but none wfta. ]yK}nhl&d. 1 was 
briefly admonished to see that I wrote worse for the future, 
or else — ^ At this on a^iQPw w I looked imjufrlngly at the 
Bi^ealdar, and he filled up the chasm by saying, that he would, 
“annihilate** me. Could any person jGdl to be aghast at 
such A demand ? 1 was to wnte worse than my own stand- 
ard; which, by his account of my verses, must be difficult ; 
and I was to write worse than himself, which might be im- 
possible. My feelings revolted against so arro gan t a_de- 
mamU unleefT itHiiad been far otherwise expressed ; if deatli' 
m the spot had awaited me, I could not have controlledj 
luyflcdf ; and, on the next occasion for sending up verses to 
the hdMmaster, so iar from attending to the orders issued, ^ 
double^diotjje d my g uns ; double applause de^oemded on 
rnyseirrSut IrsmaASd/with some awe, though riot regept- 
ing of .what.X'bad done, that doable , confusion seemed: to 
agitate ihp ranksof my enemioa* Am(^gBt«fbem, loomed out 
in 'fba distance my ‘^^ihSiating” friend^ who his 
huge Art at me, but with iiK)mething lihn a^grfm smile about 
his^esu. He t^.im eaiiy opportunity pfpa;^ng his resj^cts 
to nw again, *^Tou little devO, doyou call this writing 

your worst 1 rhplM; “IJ'eall it writing my^ 

'ttc Miiiifnlaforjl as piit^ wob rosily a. 
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gfK)d-Datared young inan ; but he was on^fchp vlug for Caui- 
bncige ; and with tlie rest^ or some of them, I continued hi 
wufic war for more tlian a year. And yet, for a wonl ^oken 
kindnc'*^, how^^re^iJyJjBTOigJd. it 

i»eeii ult-jgMilicT at ’my own choice to do bo) "pw^ck’a 
feather ,in my caf ob the sofUrect of baubles. Undoubtedly, 
pjl^C Bounded Bweet in my ears also ; but that was nothing 
by o^pai^on with what stood on the other side. T deteBtLvl 
diBtlnctiunB that were connected with mortifipation to others ; 
and, even if I could have gut over tliatf the eternal feud 
fretted and tormented my nature. Love, tW once in child- 
hood had been so mere a necessity to me, (hat bad lung lieen 
a reflected rajf^froxn a departed sunset But peace, and 
freedom from strife, if love were no longer possible (as so 
I’lirely it is in this world), was the clamorous necessity of my 
uaiure. To contend with somebody was still my fate ; how 
to escape the ’contention I could not see ; and yet, for itself, 
and for IbeiMleaiily jflossions into which it forced me, 1 hated 
and loathed it more than death. It added to the distrac- 
tion and internal feud of my mind, that I could nbi altogether 
condemn the upper hoys. I was mode a handle of huf&iliar 
tion to them. And, in the meantime, if I liad an unde- 
niable advantage in one solitary accomplishment, which is 
bill] a matter of accident, or sometimes of peculiar direction 
given to the taste, they, on the other hand, had a great ad- 
vantage over me in the more elaborate difficulties of Greek, 
and of choral Greek poetry. I could not altogether wonder 
at their hatred of myself. Yet still, as they had chosen to 
adopt this mode of conflict with me, 1 did not feel that I 
harl any choice hut to resist. The contest was terminated 
fur me by my removal from the schi^ol, in consequence of 
a vi||ty threatening illness affectiug my head ; bu t it laste d 
inoi^than a year, and it did not close W ore sevefaTainong 
my Jiad bccbiSe *my priv^^nerids. They 

weremuch older, hut they incited me to the bouses of their 
friends^ and showed me a respect which affected mo — this 
respect having more reference, ^paiently, to fingnoss I 
had exliibi&d, than any splendour in my verseSr^And, 
indeed, these Had rather drooped, ftfom a natural oeddent ; 
several penons of my own dam hod formed the ptactice of 
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iislkiug me tu wnle venea for tkfftn. I could iiol refubc. 
})ut^ as ihc subjects given out were the same for the entire 
class, it was not possible to take so many crops off the ground, 
without starving the quality of all. 

y^^Tlic most interesting public event which, during my stay 
at this bchool, at all connected iti^elf with Bath, and, indeed, 

• with the sdiool itself, was the sudden escape of Sir Sidney * 
8 miUj_ from the prison of the Temple in Paria The luoffe 
ofUnTescape was as sticking as its time was critical. Having 
accidentally thrown a boll beyond the prison bounds in 
playing at tenuis, or some sudi game, Sir Sidney was sur- 
prised to observe that the ball thrown back was not the same. 
Fortunately, he had the presence of mind to dissemble bis 
sudden surprise. He retired, examined the ball, found it 
bluffed with letters ; and, in same way, he subseriuently 
(M'uducted a long correspondence, and arranged the whole 
circii instances of his escape ; vrluch, I'emarkaUy enoughi was 
accomplished exactly eight days before the sailing of Napoleon 
with the £^y|itian expedition ; so that Sir Sijni^ wan just in 
time to confront, and utterly if defeat, Napoleon in the bjreach 
of Aery . But for Sir Sidney, Bonaparte would have overrun 
Syria, that is certain. What would have follow'ed from that^ 
event is a far more obscure problem. 

Sir Sidney Smith, I must explain to readers of this 
generation, and Sir Edward Pcllew (afterwords Lord , 
Exjuouth), figured os the two ^ l ^ahwlms of the first war with t 
luvolutionaiy Franue. Barely wo:i- ihi-^i- two names men- 
tioned but in connection with some iq^leudid, prosperous, 
and uneqqal contest. Hence the whole nation was saddened 
by the account of Sir Sidney's capture ; and this must lie 
understood, in order to moke the joy of his sudden return 
perfectly intelligible. Not even a rumour of Sir Sidney’s 
escape hod or could have run before him ; for, at ^the 
moment of reaching tlie coast of Eiighuid, he bad. started 

To them iu the next stage of (lie war succeeded Sir Michael Sex - 
and Ii ord, Cochra ne (the present earl of Diiniluiiaiil;," antT T/onl 
^ipeliord- Tne tMoliast were the regular fire-eaters nt the day. Sir 
n- riiiiii V. j being already an ednmal, was no longer looked 1<» for 
insulated exploits of Drflliont odvonture ; bis name was now oonuccted 
with latger and combined attacks, 1 m dashing and adYeniurous» 
because inoladiog heavier responsibilities. 
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with ppHt-horees Jq Bath . It was about dnak whcu ho 
arrived ; the postiBoUB' were directed to the square in 
which his mother Uvod ; in 'a few minutes lie was in his 
mother's anua i aadL tii xainutos more tlie news had 
flown to the reinoteat tuHrb of the city. The agit ation of 

All tfie irtiops^ of 

tito line then' <]uartcred in that city, and a whole regiment 
of yplanteexe, iinmediat^ly got und^ arm's, and marched to 
the quarter in which Sir Sidney lived.' The small square 
oveifflowed with the soldiery ; Sir Sidney went oat, and was 
immediately lost to ns, who were weeing for him, in 
the dosing ranks of the troopa Next mofuing, however, 
I, my younger brother, and a schoolfellow of iny own age, 
called fdrqudly upon the naval hero. . I know nut, 
unless < 611 ' m the school at which Sir Sidney Smitli 
had reoeiveirhis own education. We were, admitted without 
question or } and I may record it as an amiable trait 

^in Sir Sidney^ |biit he received us thmi with gy t Unless, 
' end took us down with'him to the pump^r^^ 

^owever, that we must have b^n most afflicting bjotep to &ir 
Sidney-^ &ct irhich no self-esteem eonld even then disguise 
from us— *it puzzled me at first to imderstnud the principle 
of hu conduct Having already done more than enough in 
courteous acknoy^lcdgment of our jCretemal daims os fcllow- 
students at the Bath Qrainmar School, why diould he think 
it necAssoiy to burden himself further with our worshipful 
society? 1 found out the secret, and will explain it A 
very sli^i attention to Sir Sidney^ deportment in public 
revealed to me that he was morbidly afflicted w^, nervous 
sensibiUty, and with honte^. Be -thiit hS 'faced so 

cheerftdly crowds of hostile aUd th^tening eyei^ could not 
support '^thout trepidation those ^hila eyes, -beaming with 
gracious admiration, of his fair j^otmg cofintiywomen. By 
accideni^ at that moment Sir Sidp^ hod no aequaintaiices in 
Bath,^ ' a fact t^hicb J« not at;all to :he wondered' at Living 
‘SO much' abroad feud at Beaten of whatever 

iMV,‘*hjfeiCfi»tr.';oppcit ^riirnds at homo. 

> Lonl.Ctainelfissd iSs first consm ; Sir Bldney’i 

niotficr ami Imly Carndfetd Msg sistert But Lonl Csnufifiud wai 
tbeo alwent fkom ifaitii. 
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And then* wa» a necessity that Sir Sidney should gratify 
the puhlir interest, so warmly expressed, by preeeniiiig him- 
self sduiewhere or other to the public eye. But how trying 
a service to the most practised ami o&erwifte most callous 
vcU^inu on such an occasion— that he* should step forward, 
saying in effect — “ So you aro wim.ting" toaee ibe ; well, then, 
here I am; couie^aud Igok at mef* ^Put it into what 
hiuguago yon please, such a summons was written on all faces, 
aud countersigned ll)y his worship the n^a j ffl. who began to 
whisper insinuatiioBS of riots if Sir Shlncy did not comply. 
Yet, if he inevitably his own act of obedience to the 
public pleasure took the shape of an ostentatious self-parading 
under th^ consiruction of those nunieroos persons wlio knew 
nothing of the public in^planity, or of Sir Sidney’s un- 
affected and even morbid xelnctauce to obtrude hinuseu upon 
the public eye. The thing was unavoidable ; and the sole 
jialliation that it admitted was, to^break, the cemoe^hatiou 
of the public gaze, by associating Sir Sidney with some alien 
group, na matter of what cattle. Such a group Would relieve 
both poHieB-^-iSazer ;iufl gazec — ik>nL too distressing a con- 
BeiouBnescT of ^e little business on wliieh they had met. 
We, the schodboys, being three, intercepted and absorbed 
part of the enemy’s lire ; aud, by fni’nisbing Sir Sidney with 
real bona fide matter of conversation, we released him from 
the most distressing part of his sulferinga-^viz., the passive 
and silent ac<][uiescence in his own apotlieosi s — bolding a < 
lightCMl candle, as it were, to the glondcation of his own 
Hhniie. With our help, he weatberod the storm of homage 
silently asci^nding. And we, in fact, whilst seeming to our- 
selves too undeniably a triad of bores, turned out the most 
servioealde allies that Sir Sidney ever had by land or sea, 
until several moons later, when he formed the invaluable 
acquaintance of the Syrian **butchei‘*' — viz.. Diezw, the 
poclia of Acre, t record tins little trait of Sfr Sidno>'8 
constitutional tempjerament, and the little service through 
which 1 and my'twd'; oomiadls oontributed materially tu his 
ndiuf, as an illiHtruliou^of Jn^niUy wlib-di besieges the 

It is a sensitivoness which 
Honn-thuHR auiomil^ to lunacy, and sometimes cwn tempts to 
suicide, It is a mistalcej hou^m* to suppose this morbid 
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affliction nnkn^wn to Freiiitliiuei), or unknown to men of the 
world. I liiivi* mpelf known it to exint lu both, and iwirticii- 
larly in n man that might be aaid to live in the etrcct, such 
was the Amei'ic^ ^pat^qjity which circnmBtaiiccs throw 
nronnd his lifTran^* m ior were his habits of Jife romoved 
fiMjii reserve, or from any predisposilioii to gloom. And at 
this moment I recall a remarkable ilUuitration of wliat I am 
saying, coinmnnicated by Wordsworth’s acctimjdished friend. 
S ir Beanm ont To him I had been sketching the 

iiHin!*-snig i-ciisitiveness of Sii* Sidney pretty much ns 1 
have sket^ed it to the reader ; and how he, the man that, 
on the breach at Acre valued not the eye of Jevr, Christian, 
or Turk, shrank imek — me ipeo teste — from the gentle, 
thoagh eager — from the admiring, yet affectionate — glances 
of three very young ladies, in Qay Street^ Bath, the oldest (f 
should say) not more than j^vuiitoen. Upon winch Sir 
OeoTge menturned, as a ^parallel experience of his own, that 
Mr, CanniTitfi being ceremoniously introduced to himself (Sir 
George), about tlie time when he had reacdied the meridian 
of his tame as an orator, and should therefore have bect»mi> 
to the extremity of being absolutely seared^ and case- 
m*a^ned against all impressions whatever appealing to his 
vanity or egotism, did absolutely {oredUe posteri I) blush like 
any roseate girl of fifteen. And that this was no accident 
growing out of a momentary agitatiou, no sinldon spasmodic 
pang, anomalous and transitory, appeared from other con- 
current anecdotes of Canning, reported by gentlemen from 
Liverpool, who described to us most graphically and pictur- 
C8(|uely the wayward htfulness (not coquettish or wilful, but 
nervously overmastering, and most unaffectedly distressing) 
which besieged ibis great artist in oratory, as the time 
approaohed^was coming — ^wos going, at which the private 
signal should have been shown for proposing his health, 
Mr. P. (who bod been, I think, the mayor on the particular 
occasion imlicatod) described the restlessness of his manner ; 
how he rosc^ and retired foir half-a- minute into a little 
parlour behind the chairman’s mt > then came back ; Ihim 
whispered, iftd yet, / be^ech you, I (mnotfoM thm yet; then 
sip^ied'a litQa water, th^ moyed uneasily on his chair, say- 
ing, 0n$ nuimeMy ^ you ^dease; stop, step . don’t hurry; 
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nm mo?/u'nf, and I fltall he vp to the maik; iu Bliorf, 
lighting with the neceflBity of taking the final plunge, like 
niie who lingers ou the scaffold. 

Sir Sidney was at that time slender and thin ; having aii 
appearance of emaciation, as thou^ he had suffered haTdshi])s 
And ill-treatment ; which, however, 1 do not remember to 
have heard. Meantime, his apjj^eaianoe, connected with his 
recent history, made him a very intereflting person, to women ; 
ainl to tliis hour it remains a mystery with ine why and 
how it came about that in every distribution of honours Sir 
iSidney Smith was overlookc<l. "In the McditeiTaiiean he 
made many enemies, especially amongst those of his own 
lirofewion, who used to speak of him os far too fine a gentle- 
man, and^above his calling. Certain it is, that he liked 
better to be doing ImsineBS on shore, as at Acre, nlthongli he 
commamlcd a fine 80-gim diip, the Tiger. But, however 
that may liave been, his Bervice*i, whether classed as military 
or naval, were memorably splendid. And, at jhat_1amfe> Ins 
connection, of whatboever nature, wiJRtjbie late.'.Q^eii 
M ' So that altogether, to me, his 

cose is in&plicabl^ * 

From the Bath wammar School I was removed in con- 
se<][aeucu of an accident, by which at first it was sup}iOried 
that my sknll hod been fractured ; and the snigcoii who 
nttciiiled me at one time talked of trepanning.^ This was an 
awful word : bnt at present I doubt whetlier in reality any- ' 
thing very serious had happened, la fact, I was always 
under a nervous panic for my lieml ; and ceriainlv cxng- 
genited my intonal feelings without meaning to^o so7 and 
this tho^'inedical attendants. During a long illness 

which succci-ded, uiy mother, sRbougst other books pist all 
couutiug, read to me, in HooWa translation, the whole of the 

Orlando Furio so ” ; meaning by the wheU the entire twenty- 

^ Tbe (;ause of D« Qninbey’a removal from Bath Grammar School is 
more distinctly detwiibed in a jnvraile letter of his own at the time, 
dated 12th March 1779, and admssed to his alster Mary, then m 
Bristol. From (he letter (first publuhed In Mr. Page's Life of He 
Quineey) it apiiears tliat one of tlie under-maBten of the school, aiming 
a blow with hia cane at the shonlder of another hoy for aome luiper- 
tiaeuce, missed his aim, and hit De Qnlncey on the head. The con- 
aeqnenoea, as Be Quincey goei on to say, were somewhat serions. — ^M. 
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four books into wbioh Iloole had condensed the original 
forty-six of Ariosto ; and, from my own expcnence at that 
lime, I am disposed to think that the homeliness of this 
version is an advantage^ from not calling off the attention at 
all from the narratioii to^the narrator. At this time also I 
/irst read the ‘^Paradise Lost” ; but, oddlyenough^ in the edition 
of Lentley, th^^ ut TrapaStop^uyni^ (or paeudo-reston-r of 
tlie text). At the close of m^illnesflii the head-master calltnl 
npon my mother, in company witli his son-in-law, Mr. 
Wilkins, as did a certain Irish Colonel Bowes, -who hail sous 
at the school, requesting eamesil/, in texms must flattering 
to myself, that 1 might be suffered to remain there. But it 
iHuHtrates my mother’s moral austerity that die W as shpeskfid 
at my lijsiwiiig compliments to my own xneritsTand '^ aJto- 
gi'llier disturbed at what doubtless these gentlemen expected 
to see Toceived with maternal pride. She declined to let me 
continue at the Bath School ; and 1 went to another, at Wmk- 
fidd, in the County of of which tlic chief recomiuenda- 
tion lay in the icli^ouR character of the master.^ 

* The master was the Rev. Sdwozd Speboer, rector' of Wlnkfield, 
and the school was a private school of some celehdty, accommodatug 
some thirty or forty hoaidera. — M. 

* ^ 
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I ENTER THE WORLD > 

I 

Yes, at this stage of my life— viz^ in my fifteeuUi year— 
oifd from this sequester^ school, ankle-deep 1 first stepped 
into the world. At Winkfield I had staid about a year, or 
not much more,* when I received a letter from if young 
friend of my own age, Lord Westpor t,* the son of Lord 

1 ^nhstantisUy, like the last two chapters, an expansion of a itortiou 
of the antohiograj^ical paper in TaU*s Jlfagaane for February 1834, the 
tint of the series of Be Quincey’s autobiographical paj>en in that 
periodical. What with the available collateral matter he foimd in 
Blackmod and in Iiuirwior^ he had not advanced yet beyond 
this flrbt autobiographical article in 

^ Although Be Quincey passes over this year at Winkfidd Schoul 
rather lightly, both here a^ in his Cbi(/bsrio/u, it isnuton uninterest- 
ing yesi hi his biography. The teaching at Wiokheld was Oir inferior 
to that at the Bath Grammar School ; and Be Quincey, who wap 
ahead of his fellow-pupils, did much os he llktd ; but he wrote a great 
deal both in prose and in verse for a school inagasine, colled 7%c 
conducted by the boys, with the assistauce of Miss Spened^ 
the master’s daughter. It was during this year also, in June ]^0, 
that he competed for prizes offered by the propnetors of a peri^i^ 
called The Jvoenik lAbrary for the bnt transUtions of the i^Ode of 
Horace, and obtained the third place in the competition,— the first prize 
going to Leigh Hunt, his senior by nearly a year, and then firedi from 
Christ’s Hospital School, where he had been “first deputy Qrecian.” 
Mr. Garnett, who has reprinted Bedjtuncey’s perfoonnsnoe in a note to 
his recent eWhm of the Cbq^hsnoiu an Cpiim-SiUer, thinka Be 
Quincey’s vonslon deserved ike fint II» 

* My acquaintance with Lord Westpert was of some yearn* standing. 
My father, whose oommerclal interests led him often to Ireland, had 
many feiends there. One of these wes a couuby gentleman connected 
with the vrest ; and at hie house I first suet Lord Westpori 
vot. I M 


t 

« 
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Altamont, inviting me to accoini>any hvan io Ireland for the 
ensuing n-ntumn^ ThiH invitation was repeated 

by hie tutor ; and my -moiberj after some consideration, 
allowed me to accept it. 

.In the spxing of IdOp, fwoordingly, 1 went up to Eton, 

' for the pu^qpose of joining my-friend. Here 1 several times 
visited the gardepe of the Queen’s villa at Fro gmore ; and, 
privileged by my young friend’s introduction, I liad oppor- 
tunities of seeing and hearing^tfae'Queen and all the P rin- 
cesse s ; which at that time was a novmty in my Ufe, natWSy 
a good deol priced* Xiord Westport’s mother hod been, before 
her inacriag^ lady Louisa Howe, daughter Ip the greet 
admfr^/Sw Howe, and intimately kuQWU'to the Boyal 
Family, wh^ on her account, took a continual 'and eqieoial 
notice ci her son.^ 

On one of these occasions I had the honour of p brief in - 
iem ew jyith the Sing. Mai laiih* dc Ca ippn n jnentfSoM^jw' 
amuam^inSSent in her iMrly Tifi*, though terrific at the time, 
and overwhelining to her sense of shame, that not long after 
her establishment at Versailles, in the iservice of tsome one 
amongst the daughters of Louis XV, haying as yet nover 
seen the king, she was oiie day suddenly introduced to his 
particular notice, under the following circumslances The 
time was moruing ; tbo young lady mA not fifteen : her 
spirits were as the spirits of a fawn in May ; her tow of duty 
for the day was eitlier not come, or was gone* ; and^ finding 
herself idone in a spacious room, what more reasonable thing 
could she do than amuse heesdf with making cliettea; that is, 
whirling round, according to a fiMhiou juactised by young 
ladies Itoth in France and England, and irf ynyl i^g until the 
petticoat is inflated like a, balloon, md ^ into a 

curt^. Mademoiselle was very solemnly rising tem one of 
&eBe curtseyfl^ in the centre of her ooUapsing petticoats, when 
a sl^t nolK alarmed her. Jealous "of intruding eyes, yet 

^ £rm,ani. tbs geneslogicftl paHicalsn John-Dsnls Browne, Sil 
find of Uts Irish Mrage, bom Uth June 1756, nuurled 

1767 ; Slid their eldest son, bom 16th May 
178ft, wu* 'Bibwe^Mp 1kpQm% s^li^ Viscount Westport. This was 
Be ^iiwe/i yoang 'fitotl, twelve yeans of sfie in ^e summer of 1800, 
while Be Qoiueey was sesriy Uftecn. — M. 
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not dreading more than a borvaiit at woi»t, sliu tiimed ; and, 
oil lieayesa I whom shoultl ehe behold but bis most ChriKt.inTi 
Majesty adyaucing upon her, a brilliant suite of gentle 
men, }ouTig and old, equipp^ for the chase, who had been i 
all -ilt-nl spectator- of bar perfi^rmanees,! ' 3mni the king to 
the last of the tratri, all bowed lie her/and all laughed with- 
out restraint, as they passed the abashed amateur of cheese- 
making. But she, to speah HonienoiSQy, wished i'u that hour 
that the earth luight gape and cover W confusion. Lord 
Westport and I were about the*age of mademoiselle, and not 
much more decorously eDgage<l, when a turn brought us full 
in' view of a royal party coming along one of the walks at 
Frogmore. We were, in fact, theonsing and practically (x>iii- 
menting on the' art of throwing slunes. Boys have a peculiai' 
contempt for female attempts in tliat way. For, besides that 
girls fling wide of tlie mark, with a certainty that might have 
Jwon the applause'of there is a peculiar sling and 

rotary motion of the arm in launching a stone, which no girl 
ever con attain. From ancient praciioe, I was somewhat cd' • 
a proficient m this art, 'anTwas discussing the philoso])hy of 
female fidlures, illustrating my doctrines with pebbles, as the 
cose liappened to demand; whilst Lord Westport was 
practising on the peculiar whirl of the wrist with a sliilling ; ■ 
when suddenly he turned tlic head of the coin towards me 
with ft significant glance, and in a low voice he muttered 
acime words, of which T caught fJraneof Gody* Framee^ m\d 

1 ** Sir," said that Eiuiiaror to a RoidliT who had missed the taigvh 
in snocpssiou 1 kaow not how many times (suppohe wa say llftoeu), 
*‘iiilnw 806 to offer my coiigratulatiooH cm the truly admirable skill 
>cni have ifiiown in keeping clear of the mark. Not to hare hit once 
ill so many trials argues tbs most splendid talents for 

* fWsAs wiw at that time among the roju! title®, t bo Art far 
imr the king's style aiiAlitle^ ^i^^ t^h.;iiyf thcii isi ^^eiL. as ooimiairiii 
this Inirji^, T icay new TiicntMiii a to ]ia\e mvn 

caisvaiMnlin coniioil at Ums time ehen that alteialinn did take plaivi 
for ebaftgihg the tlUs fimm, King fo Bmperm. What then occurred 
striking lUnstratm t^genend CbaFacter of the British policy as to 
all external demonstxetiona cf 'pomp aoiil n&tiMal preten<&m, and iIh 
strong oppenitlcU to that of Fn^ mier eoirespotiding circuTustaoces. 
The principle of es«^ quam vtden*, and the car^leisnci-s almut names 
when tihe tiling is luiaffecledi genmny K|>eakiTig, mast fOiniMnud praise, 
and respect. Yet, coiisirleriiig h«)w often the re|»u1»fii)n of |Kiwer be* 
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Ireland,** “ Jh/tnider of the Faith, and bo This Bolemn 

recitation of tbc legend on the coin was 'meant as a fancifnl 
way of A}>prising me that tiic King was a|)proa&hing ; for 
TiOivI Westport hod himself lost somewhat of the awe natnral 

coiuds, for mtcnuilioiuil perposy, nothlijg lew thoa power Itself, and 
that words, In many relations orhTinuui life, aw emphatically things, 
and sonietlmes are so to the exclusion of the most absolute things 
thL>m8olxeS"-men^oJ[ all ^litiea being often goycrusd by pames— the 
policy of France'sibimr the ii^er : Viz., «e faire valoir, even at the 
price of ostentation. But, at ell eTents, no man is hutltled to exercise 
that extWe candour, forbeai'ance, and spirit of ready concession in 
re cUicHo, and, above all, in rs jpditica, which, on his own account, 
might be f^togisther honourable. The council might give away their 
own honours, but not ycmrs and mine. On a public (or at least on a 
foreign) intwrast, it la the duty of a good citizen to be lofty, exacting, 
almost insolent And, on this principle, when the ancient style and 
title of the Itingdom fell under revision, if— ^as I do not deny— it was 
iuLvisuble to retrench all obsolete pretensions os so many memorials ot 
a greatnoM that ^ that particular manifestation was now extinct, and 
therefore, pro i^o, rather presumptions of wf thiin of strength, 
as iteii^mementnea of our losses ; yet, on tl>(. hiiii>1, all counter- 
vaniug claims which had since arisen, and had far more than 
equiponderated the declension in that one direotfou, should have been 
then adopted Into the titular heraldry of the nation. ][|jFas neither 
wiro nor just to insult foreign nations wiih attUmptions wlil^'nb 
lon ^ stimd upon ‘any basis of reality. And on that ground tyaneF 
was, perhniM, rightly omitted. But W'hy, when the crown was thns 
remoulded, and its Jewellery unset, if this one pearl were to be snr- 
ttiudered as an ornament no longer ours— why, we may ask, were not 
the many and goigeous Jewels, achieved by the national wtsdoni aud 
power m later times, adopted into the recomposed tiara * Upon what 
principle did the Romans, the wisest among the children of this world, 
leave so many inscriptions, as records of their power nr their triumphs, 
upon columns, arches, temples, baailim, or medals T A national act 
a solemn and delibenite act, delivered to history, is a more imiiensh- 
able monument than any made by hands ; and the titls^ as revised, 
winch ought to have expressed a change in the domision simply as to 
the mode and form of its expansion, now remains as a folse^ base, 
abject confeaaion of absolute ooutraction. Once we had A, B, and 0 ; 
now we have dwindled into A and B : true, most uufaifiifQl guardian 
of the national honours ; we had lost C, and that yon were careful to 
remember ; but we happened to give gained XI, F— and so down- 
wards he of whi<^ ^^ly you foigot. 

On tbfomgnment, it,w^ vrged at the time, in high quartern, that 
theiew the mown and aoeptre riiould come out of the fiir- 

iiaee r^iUdy improved ; as inndi for what they were authorised to 
claijn, os fi*r what they were compelled to disclaim. And, as one 
mode of efft-rting this, il was proiKisdl that the King should bmne an 



I mi'm THE! WOELD 


165 


to a young person in a first situation of this nature, throu^rli 
liifi frequ^t adinisffloiis to the royal presence. For niy own 
part^ 1 WS8 w j[]ct JL sfxapgcr even tojjhe. King's person. I 
had, indeed, sm of all iKT ^ncesses in the way I have 

Emiieror. Some, Indeed, alle^ that an Emperor, Jsy its very idea, as 
reoeivod in thp of Ehiropeppreeupposes a King paramount 

over\:!i«‘i1 ’•r!iibi:M>\ t.iiiHi. Batitisaeomcient answer to say, that 
an Emperor Is a prince uniting Hi bla own person the thmtrs of sovetnl 
distinct hii^ome; and in effect ,we adopt that view of llio case in 
giving the title of imperial to the parliament, or common assembly of 
the three kingdoms. B[ow6ve!r, the* title of the primse was a matter 
trivial in comparison of the title of his ditw, or extent of Jurisdiction. 
This point admits of a striking Ulustiation. In the "Paradise Ee- 
gained," Milton has given us, in close succession, three matcbl^Ks 
j^etuxea of civil grandeur, as exemplified in three different modes by 
three different states. Availing himself of the brief scriptural notice— 
"The devil takefii him up into an exceeding high monntaio, and 
showeth him all the kingdoms of the woild, and the glory of them 
he causes to pass, aa in a solemn pageant before us, the two military 
empires then oo-existing, of Farthia and Rome, and finally (under 
another idea of poetical greatness) the intellectual glories of Athens. 
From the piotnre of the Eoman grandeur 1 extract, and beg the readei 
bo wmgb, ^ following lines 

*' Thence to the gates cast round thine eye, and see 
What eoufluz issuing forth or entering in : 

^ PriBtars, proconsuls, to their provinces 

Hasting or on return in robes of state ; 

Lictora and rods, the ensigns of their power ; 

» Legions and cohorts, turms of horse and wings ; 

Or embassies Anm zegions far remote, 
la various habits, on the Appion road, 

Or on the Emilian,— some from farthest south, 

Syene, and where the shadow both way fidls, 

Merog, Nilotic isle, and, more to west," 

The realm of BorchoB to the Blaclypoor Hea ; . • • 

Prom India and the Golden Ohersonese, 

And utmost Indian islt, Toproban^ 

Bqak fsoea with white silken turbonts wresthedL; 

From Gallia, Gades, and the Biitisli West ; 

Genuaiu, au^ Scythians, and Sarmatians north 
Beyond Banubins to the Tauric pooL^ 

With this superb pioture, or abstraction of the Eoman ]M)iups and 
power, when osceodiiig bo their utmost altitude, confront the following 
representative sketch ^ a great Boglish levee on some high solennnty, 
sappose the king's birth-day Amongst (he present itions to his ma- 
jesty, we noticed LonlO. fiC, theOovemor-GlBiQrBl of India, on hb da*' 
parture Im Bengal ; Mb 17* Z.» with aa address from the Upper and 
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iiieutioued above ; oud occasionally, in the streets of Windsor, 
the sudden dibapjieorance of aU, bats from all heads had ad- 
iDonishcd me 'that some royal persumige oc, other was then 
tmvcroiug (ojp, if not traverang. waiBf oro^^ ijd» street ; bnt 

Tjowei (.auaJai L. V., on fais sppi^^ikeiit^iM’eemmBU^ of the 
Forcp» HI Xovn ; Ocssnl^r fa^fStnitt from ttie Bur- 

inoHc ifTni* [' the (ioldi-ii ChersoneRe t} ; 'the Onmmaadei'-ln>Cliief of the 
Medltorraiienn fleet ; Ur. Bi. Z»t on hiS' appointtnent to the Gbiel- 
JuHticcbbip at Madras ; fiir B. G«, the late ^ttor&ey-General at the 
Gape of Good Hope ; Gmeral Y. X.,' on tsh{ng leave foi* the Govenior- 
fldiip of ^ylQD [*the ntinoet Indian ide^ Taprohane*] ; Lord F. M , 
the hqorer of tibe hut despatches ffpm head-qparteni in Spain , Col, P., 
on going out as Paptaln-General of the Foroes in Ksvr Holland ; Com- 
modore St. L., on hfs return from a voyi^ of ^lisOtfvery towa^ the 
North. Pole ; the Eiog of Ourhyhee, attended by chf^frabia from the 
other idands of that cluster ; Oof. M^P., on his rettfrn from the war in 
Ashanttio, upon which occasion the gallant colonel presented the treaty 

aud tribute from that country ; Admiral , on his aiq>oiutment to 

tlie Baltic fleet ; Captidn 0. N., with despatches frdm tiie Bed Sea, 
adriaing the destruction of the piratical armament and' eettlements in 
that quarter, as also la the rvT*ia*i Giill' ; Sir T. 0"N., thelste resident 
in Nepaul, to present his re]x>rt of the war in that temtoiy, and in ad- 
jacent regions— namei as yet tmknowit in Europe ; the Oovemopef the 
Leeward Islands, onMep^ing for the West Indies ; various deputa- 
tions, with petitions, addresses, Ac., from islands in remote quarters 
of the globes amongst which we distlngnialmfl those from Pnpee 
Edward Island In the Gulf of Si Lawrence, * from the' Mauritius, from 
Java,' from BriUah settlement in Tetnra del Fiiego, finnn the 
dinstian Churches in the Society, Friendly, and Sandwich Ilflauds — 
as well as otl^isr groups less known In Ifre South Seas ; Admiral fc. A., 
on assuming the command of the Channel fleet ; Major-Gen. X. L., on 
resigning Gie Xienti-GovemorBlup of Gibraltar ; Hon. G, F., on going 
out asfllecretaxy to the Governor of Malta,” Ico. * 

This sketch, tow hastily made up, Is founded upon a base of a very 
few years^.e , we hye, in one or two instenoes, |daoed in juxtiqxwi- 
tion, as co-eidsto»ees,%r^t8 separated by a tew yam &t, if (liku 
Milton^s pieidre of the Roman grasdenr) &e»hati«^oii had been made 
from a base of thirty years In extent,^a»d had there been added to tii e 
picture <«eoprdlng to his preoedent) the ttiany and remote embassies to 
ami from' independent states la quarters of the eaj^tb, wilh. how 
•maay--«QKite' .mqpe might this speoWe have beeh crowded, and 
e^wMidly of tboM wto foil within that mf^tAoturesqaediameatiou-- 
Bask tesH with white silkefl turbants wreathed ** f 

As it 'hib"^(;bav6'Botlesd Jmidly any j^aces but as lie absolutely 
wbhin'oiur«JMri|Wina' And yet, even uiuler lhat Innitalaon, how 
va^dy more eonujsSfceil^.is 'tlbi chart of British doniiuioitt than of the 
Rouiau .* To tlds jp n j jSro emipire atoo coraiioiuliDg stjle and title 
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either hii had never been of tlio or, from dis- 

tance, 1 had tailed to distingaiab bim. Now, for tiie first 
time, X uraa^meeting him.iiearly face to face i to,' though the 
walk we occupied was in Which 4he royal party 

were sioving, iften bo and.^ <^iuic»ted by so many 

uross-walis $t short lut^fi^ that., it was a'imLtto of ueces- 
bity for U8, as we wore now pbsecyed, to go and present our- 
selves. Vhiat, happened was p^tty nearly as follows; — 
The King, having first sp^en with great kindness to my com- 
panion, inquiring ciro umstant ially about hk mother and 
grandmother, as peiaons particularly well known to himself, 
th^jhirned his eye upon lue. My name, it seems, had been 
rummunicat^t'j him; he' did nol^ therefore, inquire about 
tiiat Was I ihis^was his first question. X leidied 

that I was 'oar hoped I should he* Had 1 a father 
living? Z had^not: my father had been dead about eight 
years. ^*Sut you have a mother?’ I had. ^*And she 
thinks of sending yon to Eton ? ” I answered that she had 
expressed such an intention in my hearing ; but I was not 
sure whether Aat, might not, be iu order to waive an argu- 
ment with the person to whom she'-spokei who happened to 
have been an^Etoflaxu Oh, but all peoj^e think highly of 
Eton ; everybody praises Eton. Tour mother does right to 
inquire ; there can be no harm in that ; but the more slm 
inquires, the more she will bo eatisfied-^^-that X can answer 
to”' 

Next came a question which hod been suggested by my 
name. Had my family come into England with the Hugue- 
nots at the Bevpcation of the RliC| t of Nants ? This was a 
tender point with mp ; of all things,*!' oo8l8^lote;a^ to be 
bupposed oi French dsacont ; yet it was ,a vexathm 1 had 
constantly to faoe^ as m^ pe^e supposed that my namo 

i.honl4 havM htmi .t t1i.-jCTi.tott of 

yet be iplspted. ^'''* 1 ,* 

Apropos of this unpofied riiaagh in the King’s tt^ i Oolendge, on 
being wsiared that the aewiltieof was to be Superor of tba 

Brituh Xslsnds sadf 'tbslr IsefbeirisBclea^ wd 9U' the citin Imperator 
BritOMuoitim, rmSukodi thh^, lb tiiis m^nsAiidhoIhgM fonn, the title ^ 
be sohl to bs/ajMrniHd i sDudingU) this fsetr— that, amongst «e- 
suiar wiVOMigsa, t&mly ons known to Gttdstiu diplomaey-by the 
title of Gtnpnor is the lovereigu of Japan. 
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avgvied a French origin. ; whereas a Norman origin axgned 
pretty cerfaiDly an origin wi Frendi. I replied, wiljh some 
haste, Please your me^esty, the family has been in Sn^nd 
since the Oon^piest” It is T^ji^hlk ;tfaat 1 cobored, or 
showed some mark of discompbi^tiM, With VJuch, however, 
the Kin j; WM not diq[»leaBe4» for ha smiled, and said, “ How 
do you know that?** Here 1 was at a loss for a moment 
how to answer ; for t was sensible, that it did pdt become me 
to occupy the King’s attention with wy long stories or 
tKulitions about a subject so unimpprthnt'os my own fismily ; 
and yeiTit was neceewy that 1 shoukt say something, unless 
X would be thought' to have denied"' my EGugnenot descent 
upon no reason .or authority. After a moments besitatioii, X 
said in sttect^ that the family from whiff I twed my descent 
had certainly been a great and leading one at the era of the 
Borons* Wai e, as also in one at least of the Orusades ; and 
uiat r kadTmysdt seen many notices of this family, not only 
in hooks of heraldry, &c., but in the very eariiest of aU 
Engliah books, And what book was thatt** ^^ Bobert o f 
r!hTnai<ila| > whiidi { anderStp^, ftom 
int^Sr evla^ce, to have been written about ISSQ." The 
King smiled again, and said, ** I know, I But what 

U was that he knew, long afterwards pnzsled m to oonjeo- 
ture, /j now imagine^ however, that he meant to claim a 
knowledge of the hook I referr^ to, a thing which at that 
time 1 thought improbable^ suppoidng the Kin^s aequaintanoe 
with literatore not to be very extenriTC, nor likely to have' 
Comprehended any knowledge at all of the bl^^etter 
-jicriod. But in this bdief I wais greatly misiaken^^'as I was 
^lifterwa»b fully convinced by the evidence from various 
quartern library of 120,000 volumeB which George 

ly presented to the nation, and whjich , has since gone to 
swrid,the oolleetion at the Britiriit Uoaeum, had been fotnied 
;(a8 l.wi^ often assured by persons to whom the whole hMoiy 
it ' m lilgwn^' vrd its grbwiji rudiment^ was < 

fiuidlliiLriy known) under the direct personal sopeiintendenoe 
of George III '.Tt was a favourite ^ omatioii ; and his 
cm (Attended even ,to the dresri^, of the books in appro- 
priate biadiiig^ 'asDd(a8'one man r^ .to their hmUh; 
explaining Inips^ to mean, that in oby ease wbem a bock 
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vogin-eifen» or touched, however dightly, with the 
worm, the Khog. was anxloue to prevent the injoiy'from 
etteuding^'or fi^ infeci&g others by <dofie ne^hbourhood ; 
for it is siim[)09ed by nutey sueir x^foriee spread rapidly 
in fovoura^ aituafions. (mb of mj infonnimta was a Ger- 
man boohbinder of re^e<^bility, 'settled in London, and 

for many yean employed ,by the Ad^ndty mA oonfidential 
binder of or Jbn^als containing seorets'of ' olTico, &c. 
iXroiai^ this been ^recommended to the 

service of his meijeitty, whom he- used to see contint^y in 
the course of ]h^ attendance at Buckingham Bbusei where 
the books were deposited, This artist hid (originally in the 
way of his trade) become well acquainted with the money 
value of English hooks } • and that knowledge cannot be 
acquired witl^t soine concurrent knowledge of their subject 
and their kind of merit, Accoidingly, be was tolerably well 
qualified to ntimate any man’s attainments as a i^ing 
man ; and from him I received such ciicmnstantial accounts 
of many conversaiionB he had held with the King, evidently 
rolled with entire good faith and simplicity, that I cannot 
doubt the ibct of his zni^esty’s very, general acquaint- 
ance with English jiteratnre. Kot a day passed, whenever 
the King happened to be at'Buckingham House, without hie 
coming into &e binding-room, and minutely inspecting the 
progress of the binder^ and his allios — ^tho gilders, tooteis, Ac. 
From the outside of the book the transition was natumd to 
its value in the scale of bibliography ; and in tbat way my 
informant bad aacertaiged that the King was welliiequainted, 
;not only with ^th all the other 

cwly chranlde^^bliahed by JS^^e, and, in fact;, possessed 
Chat ent^' Beries which rose at one period to so enonnous a 
prkb Axanihis person 1 learned afterwards that fbc King 
pii hinibelf eapSdally upon his e arlvJblios of Bhakspe re ; 
that iir to say, ‘ not mei^y upon the exiviltnce or the 
individual copies in a^lSUloginphical sense, as 'copies,” 
and having Iat^‘ margins, but chiefly from their value, 
in lelatioR to the meat authmtic hasis for the* text of the 
And thus it appeals that st .least of our kings, 
C fiuttles !■ aiid*Oeqgffijy[l^to^ it their' pride to pro- 
fess -^g^veventU Bhakspere. nUs bookbindei 
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(ulded hiH attestAtioii to the truth (or to the generally reputed 
tirutli) <if a'story which I had heard from other attth<^t7 — ^ 
tli/it iiin lihzazaax^ or« it Ji(^ tilie Uhmria^ at least 

' 'till ilni>f (hr»ietor in ivc^ihhig tektiijg to the hooka^ was an 
ilK'^itnuace son of Frederick, Prliioe of tt'ales to.Qeorge 
11), and theiefoie halfAirotto^of .the . His own taslo 
and inclination]^ it siimue^ conchmMl -iHth his brother’s 
wishes in keeping him in a subuvlin.ite rank and an obscure 
station ; m whi^, howerer, ho enjoyed aSAuenoe without 
aaxie^u^or-irouble, or courtly <»nTy, and the luxury, which 
he nu^ .valued, of a supexb .Kbrary* lj[ved*aud died, 1 

have,h^trd, as j^in ^ ^ disbelieved 

the siuny (wbicii possibly may have been logntjl ;khown to the 
public), ,091 the ground that even Qeoxge lit wouldxiot have 
difiimd so widely from princes in generbd' as to Wve a 
brother of his own, however unaspiring, iSholly uudis.- 
tinguished by public honours. But, ha^ng sinlie aaceriained 
that a naval officef', wdl known to jny own 'family, Shd to a 
naval brother of my own in particular, by a^tance rendered 
to liim repeatedly when a niidshipman in .changing his ship, 
was undoubtedly a;^ ill ^tim&te ayn o^ ^d yet 

that he never rose Signer wn the riwk captain, 

though privately acknowledged by bis fritb^' aad< other 
members of tbe royal family, I found the insufficiency ot 
that, objection. The fact is, and it doe$ honotfr to the King^s 
memory,^, he revoronced ^tbe zuora! /(jolings of his country, 
which In this and in all' points of domestic morals, 
seve^ and high-toned (1 say it in defines of writem, such as 
l^rd yr- Hazliti:- dec., who hited alike the just and 

the of England) in a de^e absolutely 

inoompte^ensible to Southern Europe. He jUui his frailties 
like other, children of Adam; but he did not Istolc to fix the 
public attention upon themr the fisshion ' of Louis 
QifatunBe oir our Charles II, ^.so many other continental 
prino^' -il hfltovWer e liying witneas^fmore* th^ one) of hie 
%heim j',b&'^he, with ' feelings than 

^imse/ placing* ihsys^ witnesses upon a 
ped^Ssl <4 to'Qur, ' surmounted' by h^dlc trophies, to 
eiiiblazoii bis^^vh tranegmioiis to coming generations, and 
to force hock- tim gaze of a reoiote posterity upon his own 
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infirmitiQtf. • It was hia ambition to be the fiUh&r of his 
people in a mee not quite so literal These were things, 
however, of whi|fih at that time 7 had not, heard. | 

During the uhole dialogue, I did ncA ^^vcoi^muie leinaFk 
that hesttkien and itoatton (rfjrard^ generally attribut(.ii in 
George III ; indeed, that it must often huvo 

• existed; hu^ in thifi'tsaiii i^filppoac that this lite\i1y of hi- 
sentences operate to deliver Mm frmn any euibiri.< *Dieiit 
of iittexaaee, such as might have attended longer a^d moTi>, 
romplex sentences, where, some anxiety woa natu^^,^ over- 
take the thoui^ts. as they arose. When we obaef^«i! that 
the Kf]^ paused in his stream of questionfi^ which 
succeeded rapidly to each other, we uxiderstoocl it as a signal 
of dismissal ; and, making a profound obeisance^ we retired 
Yiackwards a few steps. His majesty smiled in a very 
gracious manner, waved hie hand towarifl us, an^ ^id some- 
thing (I do know what} in a peculiarly kind acetmt ; he 
then turned' r^ud, and the whole party along with him ; 
which set us at liberty without impropriety to turn to the 
iigh1haboa( ourpAy^ and make our egrUBs from the gardens. 

This imsident, to me at my age, was veiy' naturally one 
of considerable mtearest One reflection It suggested after- 
wards, which.iTBs this : Could it be likely that much trutir 
of a genertA nature, hearing upon man ,and social interests^ 
could ever reach the ear of a king, under the etiquette of u 
court, and under that one rule which seemed siii^y ihiiliGient 
to foredose all natural avenues to truth — ^the rule, I Hiean,f 
by which it is for hyldff i to address a qu^tiun to Jhe King. ■ 
J was well aware, befiire l saw himVtbat lU^tTicTWyal ' 
presence, like the dead soldier in Lucan, whom tiie'mighty'^ 
necromaneiog witch tortures back into a momenta^ fife, 1 
must have no voice excqvt for unstMrs — 

• ** Vox till lingusqiic tantttm 
Ritponmra dsto.*^'* ^ 

1 was to origbate myAdf ; and at my ikga, before so 

exalted a pc^rsoaage, thh • lAere ' hiitiincta^ reverential 
demeanour would at 'ai^ ri|,W ' ha3ri 'dtjata^ such a rule, 

' For the Sake of thme who sie no daisslesl seliolant, 1 cxi>]aia : 
Voice and Uiughaga an restored to him oidy to the extent of nidffing. 
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But what bcoomee of that man’s general conditioii of mind 
m relation to all the great objects moving on the field of 
human experience^ where it ie a law generally for almost all 
Who approach him^ that tibey jAall confine themselves to 
replies, absolute responseSi or, at most, to a .prosecution or 
carrying forward of n proppsitioii delivexed by the protagmUsty 
or supreme leader of the conversatiQii 1 For it ntuat b& 
remembered that, generally speaking, the effect of putting 
no question is to transfer into the other party’s hands the 
entire originating movement of the dialogue ; and thus, in a 
musioid metaphor, the great man is the sole modulator and 
determiner the key in which the convemtion proceeds. 
It is tnm, that sometimes, by travelling a little beyond tlie 
question in your answer, you may enlarge the basis, so as to 
bring up some new train of thought which you wish to 
introduce ; and may suggest fresh matter as effectually as if 
you had the^liberty of more openly guiding the conversation, 
whether by way of question or by direct origination of a 
iojuo ; Im^^s depends on skill to imptoje^^gn^op^mg, or 
vigilant to seira it at the instant; ami, adMr $21, jmuch upon 
accident : to say nothing oi^e crime (a sort of petty treason, 
lierhaps, or what is it ?), i^ou should be detected in your 
w* improvements” and ^*eq}(^mentB of basis.”' The King 
might say, — ** Frieqd, I must ieU my attomey*geneial to 
speak neith you; for I 'detect a kind of treason in your 
replica They go too for. They include something which 
tempts my majesty to a notice ; which is^ in fisct, for the long 
and the short of it, that you have been circumventing me 
half unconsciously into onawering a* question which has 
. silently been insinuated by yovJ* Freedom of oommunica- 
' tion, nnffttered movement of thought, there can be none 
under such a ritual, which tends violently to a Byaantiiie, or 
even to a Ohinese, result of freesing as it were, all natural 
and healthy play of the faculties under the petrific macc of 
abmluta ceiremonial and fixe^ precedent. For it will hardly 
be olyected; that the privileged condition of a few uflicial 
coun^to’s^a^ state xniidsters, whose hurry and oppresdoii 
ct thou^t &om public care will rarely allow them to epeak 
on any .than busineBS, can be a remedy large 

enough for io an evil. True it is, that a peculiarly 
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frftnk w j otriA l ii^^Bowf dgn may do much for 

alea^n to thaw tM« pufictiUb^*" mem and ungenial con- 
straint ; but tha^ iB an aocidcDt^ and. pemonal to an indi- 
vidual. And, on the other himd, to balance fven this, it 
may be remarked, that, in |dl noble aiii|.^9^on%ble society, 
where there happens to a ido in mistaf Aing what is 
•deemed a good tone ia conversation, it is pcc^lia^^y aimed at 
^and even artificially managed), that' no lingering or loitering 
upon one theme, no protracted diseus^n, shall be allowed. 
And, doubtless, as regards merely the treatment of convivial 
or purely eoeiai communication of ideas (which atab is a great 
art), this practice is right. I admit willingly that an uncul- 
tui^ brute, who is detected at an elegant table tat the 
atrocity of absolute discussion or disputation, ought to bo 
BumnuLrily removed by a police -olficer; and possibly the 
law will warrant his being hdd to bail fur one or two years, 
according to the enormity of his case. But .mext.v^.jiot 
always enjoying, or mk^ to enjoy, social pleasui^ ; they 
seeVlClBOpSQHb^ave’ni^ to ^ek coutinualfy, both 'ihrougli 
hooks and men, intellectucd growth, fresl^ power, fresh 
strength, to keep themselves ahead or abreast of this moving, 
surging, billowing world of ours ; especially in these modem 
times, when society revolves through so many new phasei^- 
and shifts its aspects with so mu^ more velocity than in 
past ages. A king, especially of this country, ne^, beyond 
most other men, to keep hims elf in a continual state of com- 
munication, os it worTtyls^ vital and organic sy m p ath y, 
with the~ most essential of these changes. And yet this 
punctilio of etiquette, like some vicious forms of law, or 
technical fictions grown too narrow for the age, whidi will nol 
allow of cases coming before the court in a shape desired 
alike by the plaintiff and the defendant, is so fraitued' as to 
defeat equoUy the wishes of a prince disposed to gather 
knowledge wherever he can find it, and of those who may be 
• best fitted to give it ' ' ^ 

For a few minutes on three other occasions, before we 
finally quitted Eton, I again saw the King ; and always with 
renewed interest. He y as JBjid tot 
tag and affable in a degree ti^ich I am bound to remember 
with personal gratitude ; and one thing I had heard of him, 
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which even t 1 ien,'and much moze as my mind opene<l to n 
wider cumpaHs of deeper reflection, won my rcepect. I have 
always reverenced a poiw^of wjiom b cottld be truly said, that 
he hiid ojicCj and once]' only' (for* iuoi% .fd^* implies 
.HiDihor unJoundneto In tiie' fpiality of flile'p^on), been 
iJea'ijpintoljf in love'.; hi Ipve, that is to say, 'I4 a territic 
u.\"c<>s lu as to dally,- under MiitnMo cifcutUftances^ with the. 
thoiiy}iiy of cutlini^Jna own throat, or eyga (as the case 
iiimhc be) the thront of htr whom h>- Invi^.nibpira. a^jbhiti 
world; It will be uiiflt'r>iooil that T am not justifying such 
<*norijfi|^"f* on the contrary, tlioy arc wrong;, exceedingly 
w*rodRy!mt if iii evident tliai people m general feel pretty 
iiiiiMnfrX from the extremn ayin]ifithy with which the 
]iub^ always pursue tin: fate of any criminal whd has eoni- 
iuitted'"a murkier of tliis cla«s, even though tainted (us 
generally it tt) with jealousy, which, in ita^, wherever it 
argues habitual mistrust, is an ignoble possion.^^ 

Oreat passions (do not understand me^ reato, as though 
1 meant great appetites), passions moving in a great orbit, 
and transcending little r^ards, ore always argiunents of 
some latent nobility. There ar^ indeed, Imt few men and 
few women capable of great passioni^ c»r (properly speaking) 
of passions at all Hartley, iiuhis medhankih'Of the human 
mtttdy propagates the sensations by means of vibrations, and 
by 'miniature vibrations, which, in a Boman form foar such 
miniatoiei^ he terms vibratiunelee. Now, of men and women 
generally, parodying that terminology, we ought to say — not 
that they ace goyemed by pauiona^'or at all capable of 
passions, but of passinneles. And thence it is that few men 
go, dt can go, beyond a little km-Ukintj^ os it is called ; and 
hence also, that, in a world Where so little conformity takes 
place *botween the ideal speculations of .men and the gri>sfl 

! Aeoordiugly, Colsridge%ss cootsudsd, and I think with truth, 
test the passion of CHhello is jealo^. ^ much I know hy 
as tlie of a luctiiru which ha md ait the ^yal Institn- 
b'nn. Bih aigamebts I did not liosr. Td me it is avideot ttot 
OtliujlQ'i’ststa of feeling was iiot that of a dsgnKUng, su^otons zival- 
hhipf^lmt the state of j^aci lulwy, arising out oi this diknnma, the 
inerdi aflestinft pariiapa, co conlamplatci, of any which eem skwte*-viz., 
till- ilin* of Invimr wtihont limit one whom the heart pro- 

ntiuucos to be onworihy ofthat Icre, . • 



I BNTEB THE WORLD 


176 


ri»alititJ8 of Hie, where mapf iagee are j apyeroedfiii.,^ a 

X>rupoxtii\iLhy any thiiitg, 

iu B&brt, ratJuar tliaii deep symiiuThf b^eJn the parties — 
and, consequently, where so many nien must he crvsvd in 
their inoHiulinns, jmrp yet hear of jk) few ti^c .Cfttutiojilie** 
on that account. Th5.;IUng9 however, 

.the number of tlioso- wlio M3e*eiAeptiHe of |ftJi ^eg ijr t>^ 
if everythiiiL' be true that is, r5^>ftl3 
world has henn] that he whs paanionately devoted to Uie 
beautiM Bi«*ter of tlio Uieii of Richmbiid. r That was 


l)efore his luarrugc : ahd l believe it is certain fha t^ hot- 
only wished, but ^iueerely ineditalvl, to liavi* iiiaznB|hei' 
So much in mattcT of nofi>rii^\. Rnt utlior eircum WMi l of 
the case have bcoii sometinu^ rejnirfiMl, which improO^t 
distraction of inin<1, ainl a truly ]imfi)Uiid iioss^ibn Or 'his 
heart by that early passion ■ which, in n ptinoe Whofre ffcl- 
iiigs are liable so much to the di-tjicming find ‘diMpating 
power of endless iirtetruption from new ^J^ects 'asid frenh 
olaiina^n the atteiitloxi,\oupruil also with the fact that hi 
never but H this one rase professed anything o^ipotuiting tc 
extmvaganf dr frantic attactoent, do seem to*ax|^ that the 
King was thily and. passionately in love with 
I^qpox. He had 4 demon upon him, and was udoor a rc*al 
pomesUm, If so, what a lively expression of the mined con 
dition of, human foiiunes, and not less of another tnitli 
equally affecting — viz,, the dread conflicts with the will — 
the mi^ty ai^t^ious which silently, and in darloiesfi^ ere 
convulsing many a heart, where, to the external eye, all is 
tranquil • that this hin^ at the very thi'eshold of Ins public 
r^aicer, ^t the very moment when be was binding about his 
brows the golden cirdo of sovereignty ; when -J^uropt^ 
watduid him with iniezeBt, and the kings of the earth with 
envy ; not one of the vulgar titles to happiness Mng . want- 
ing :>^yoath, health, a throne tim^most splendid cm thh 
phinet-^neral popularity amongst a nation of freemen, and 
tlie hope whkh beloogp to po^rm as yet alznort untried— 
that^ even' tmder these mp«t fluttering auspices, he shouhl bci 
calM upon to make' a 'sacrifice the imwt bitter of all to 
which human is liable ! Me made it ; and he might 
then have said to 'his people--** pu. , y i^ to rov p u^c 
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, duticcs 1 .vlu^ of jou ,WAttld 

' have made la years lop^ ago, I have ^eard a 

‘ woman of ranh neCDXrlag to the circumstiuiceB of Lady 
Sarah's first appeava&tii'^t court after* the King's marriage. 
If 1 after that lady's own 

marj-iafls wiUi' 8 |T C^les Bmbun r.* ttmy eyes were upf>n 
both iKUties at t&at moo^^&male especially — and 

the speak^ did not disgaiBe the excessive interest with 
which she hertclf observed them. Lady Sarah was not 
a^tatedf Itat the King woa. He seemed anxious, sensibly 
tieia){|g4» dumged colour, and Mvered, as Lady S. B. drew 
iioaii^^ut, to quote one single eloquent sentiment 
whfflBy-'renniiiilKT after a lapse of thirty yeans in Monk 
Lcpam' Somuntic Tales^'*In this world all things pass 
liway ; Uessed be Heaven, and the bitter' pangs by which 
Hometinies it is pleased to recall its wanderers, even our 
lirihoioiis pass away ! " And thus it happened that this storm 
also was laiil and forgotten, together with so many 

others of its kind that have h^, and .^o^sl^l be i( 0 dnj. 6 o 
long as man is man, and woman womoq., M^ntime, in 
justification of a passion so profound, one would be glad to 
think highly of the lady that inspired it and, therefore, I 
heartily hope that the insults offered to her memory in the 
scandalous “Mg^ ipun " of the Duc '-de Lauxnn are mere 
calumnies, and reconls rather of his presumptuous wishes, 
tluui of any actual successes.^ 

1 The marriage 'Of Lady Sarah Lennox with Sir Thomas Charles 
Bnubnxy, Bart, was in 1762. — 

^ That book, I am a^fll^ is generally JreoM as a fo^ry ; but 
iutenud evidence, drawn from the tone and quality oT the revdations 
there made, will not allow me to think it altogether such. There is 
on aSoAifrm and eaTelewueaa in parts which maifc Its sincerity. Its 
authentioity 1 cannot doubt. Bat that provea nothing for tiie truth 
of the particular stories whi4l^it oonteltia. A book of scandalous and 
defeniatofy stories, esperially where the writer has had the baseness to 
bsteay the epnfldsnoe reposed in his honcmr by womeo, and to boast of 
ihv<»aa 'idl«Bi^;ta'have been grants him,' it Is always to I'ousider 

aB^,;tmhtiBtiWQfftlBe^ and on the following argnmeut,— 
that s»t expositrse which, eveu if Me, none bnt the basest of 
men wottld liaA mode. Being, tiblrelbce, on the hypothesis most 
favouiuble tO Id* ' vefoajKy^ the basest of men, the author is self- 
denounced os VUp SBOtlidt *0 have fmged the stories, and cannot com- 
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Howtivefi to leavu diMrtAtioii. behind and to resume 
ilio thri'ad of my !harrbt{\‘G,'aii inuiilcnt, woioli aKuit iliLs 
jKTMcl inipretiped nio even itvare praiji^uiully tLm my intru- 
u> a royul premtso, irftii vUiticidtondait. 


!f ])• ali«^ V'iovDdly-iienised itf he he^ 

taken ]*'iius to pfiiT^-hunaelf esi]iaUe V S# 
lic applied wlCfi/ljfal offekt io theJ Ofei 

tfipiu nknft^ Wlfh aitew'fbfMR . . . r . 

V Ilia!. VOS not ease. tTUe Hue do L. tcrniixi^^^ profllguie 
lijp, a<i ii well •kucivmr, cm thJp eea^olil, ilnring' the 'stonw of rlie 
Vrer-h Ke^inlotieii , and nntbing ixi >i« «ho]e canvr vop him 
Tiiii'ji nviiit as the wny In which he ricAfd it; fur ho weal* to hii« 
iliMth with a romarsi*: rurelevcKv anti ercii t&iipty nf^Mafeour. 
1114 "Mcn<>ihs*' ^lere n«n jmljji.'ibed b3-huii^o]f: the piihluBami was 
l•llNl1,llluc1lK; aini by whom aiilUarNid, u* for what pittxpsaf'ls not 
••xsctlv’ known. • I’rgbably the manu^eript Ml Into mmrnlicy haiula, 
ai.'i was piiblialicd niiirsly on a siH'-id.iUnii of iiscnniiry g^. froin 


some ii'‘a<4«Ke<>i hftWOTiT, 1 cauun; In* ii.ii r i;>at the writer did not 
mean to hiin«*it before the piililV, liul wioU it rather as a series of 
pritaw nieiikormida, tir'aid hit own recoll^dur' of 'ciriiTuastmioes and 
daleSi Tlie Du^de Uinznn a accoaiil of intrlgne with lady teab 
h*>/ar as tg'oli^ga^ Uiat he rod*: down in diigniaey from Xicmdon'to 
Hir'ChaiU^ B.^'a coant^ seat,‘a;nocably to a previous aaa(|;iiatlcm, and 
that he was Admitted by that ladj'h conAdentuil attendant through a 
back staiTmiaB, at the time when ^ir (Jharies (a fba&miier, Imt a man 
of thi! highest hreedipg and lasliion} was himself at heme»'aikd j^oonpied 
in the dtiiies of hospStnl'it^. - 
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THIB OF L02ir2X>F» 

It iMrVenly day in May of tbia year (1800) when 

I first beheld wd first entei'ed this mighty ;iri]domepn, the 
city — ^no ! not the city^ but the nution-*^f London. Often 
since then, at dicAancee* of two and three hundred miles or 
more from this colossal em]ioriimi of men, wealth, arts, and 
intellectual power, hate T felt the sublime expression of her 
enormous magnitude in one simple ibm Of oirdinacy occur- 
tenee^vix, in the vast droves of cattle, suppose u|»ou tlic 
great north roadj^all with their heads ^ieked to Loudon, 
and esqpounding the size of> the attracting bo<ly, together 
with the force of its attractive power, by the never-ending 
aucoessiem' of these droves, and the remoteness from the 
capital of the lines upon which they were moving. A suc- 
tion so powerful, felt along radii so vast, and a consdoxiBnesB, 
at the same time, that ii})ou other radu' still more vast, butdi 
by land and by sea, the^ same suction, is opemijnj^ uiglit and 
day, summer and winter, and harrying for ‘ever into one 
centre the infinite means iteuded for her infinite purposes, 
and the ^endless tnbntea to the shUl or to the luxuiy of her 
epdlte ^pulation, crowds the imagination with a pomp to 
sMdi' thinw ia' nothing correspondi^ upon this pknet, either 
unon^ the that have been, or the things that are. 

^ blui now readied the secothl of his anteUegraphica] 

uticles in ftA jVe&arittSijMibliahcKl in ICiHdt 1834 ; and the present 
chapter is msi»l]t a i«|m>diiction of that srtidlQ, hut witik additions 
and cbsngQS, and with a siwdal title invented for it.— M. 
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Or, if any axoeptiua there ^ it' muat be Bought in ancu'ut 
Rouic.^ Wtf upon this oceaAi^ were 'in an open carnage, 

^ " A ntiM JHam *' ^ L011404 i» of this day, 
I iucUne to tlriuh that it 1 b, below the Iteoio of Tn^ii& It liaii leii^ 
(icoB a wtthd opinioA' acheiaM' that tlie^e^pafaciou'i f>i 

LSpBinB oil Lida yrcKllgloiidjr onMikrjgeClf} ett^&rtneily I 

bltared iii' th.\l bUSet fWi doter etad^of tba,qiiWoi^ tt^alafacnrioii . 
* ci^laHoH of iho cUiTejmit data Cfhr any Bfqg^' xwpid, ][oibpfiBdi*ulj> 
cansldeml, can bore CBtablifil; eotliiiig\ liavo ButiBli^ toe tb^.Uiifnii « 
was nearer tlie truth thiuL hu ; apd that ilia ^otauiB plq^lalioii 
of every rlav. -Hlavde, aUfin, peoples of the Bubuhe,' iai'ludeil- lav 
between four and Biz thilUpna t at winch case. Lcjidon of 1800, 
which eountii mo^ tb^n a mil&on hod a- half, bat lettt tbim two 
luilUoDB Our present London of 1$58 oouuts j^a^^lUious, 

piu 8 M many thcmsBuda aa there are days In^e year.], ihij& ba Ufceii 
fcara irXaros, as lying between one-fonrth and. one-tblrd it To 

ilihcusA thiB question thoroughly would requixn a sepsfgto memoir, for 
which, after allj thei^e are not sufficient materielas m^Ume 1 will 
make this remark :"-^at the ozdmary computatfona of a miUion, or a 
million and a -quarter, derived from the Bnrvivhig accoants of the 
diifereni **xegi0iut|** apply to Home totfhui the.'Ponueriain, and are, 
tliereforsb no more vaUd for the total Boxne of Trajan’s time, stretch- 
ing 80 many sutes beyond it, than the bUlaipf mortolity for what ib 
technically "Zfomlon idtbin the walJa *’ can servq at thia day as a bat^e 
for estim^ing ^he^ population of that total Loud^ which wo mean 
and presume .in our dwy conversation SecK)tidly|\evBii fair the Home 
within thea 6 ',liit 4 ta,lhe computations are not commensunte, by not 
allowing for ibd prodigioaa heiyhi of the houses ip Home, whf^ much 
truJiBcended that ofbiodcm citf^. On this lost point, I will tnnslatc* 
a remarkable Beatei,.i- fi -ru then rhetoncian Aristides [zVo^. — 
Aelins AxisUdas, Greek by his birth, who Itounshed in the time of 
the Antonines] *, to 'some readfos it will be new and interesting ; — 
"And, as oftentimes we see that a man who greatly excels others in 
bulk and strengtli is not content with any display, however osinita- 
UoiiR, of his powers, short of that where he is exhibited 'surmounting 
hiiiisolf with a pyramid of other men, one sot standing upon the 
shoulders of 'anedi^ ; so also this city, stretching forth W founda- 
tions over areas sb-vasti is yet not satisfied with those auperibcial 
dimensions ; that ootitents her not ; but upon one city reaidng another 
of correapondi^ pruportlonB, and upcfn that another, pile resting upon 
pile, houses overlaying houses^ in a^il snocesston ; so, and by similar 
steps, she achieves a ehaimcter of siohiteetUTe Justit^g, as it were, 
the very pEomise of her name ; aiid with lefenmce to that name, and 
its Qreciaa neaning, wd fwy say, that here nothing meets our eyes in 
any direetkm, bat swre' ^tmef Bme/** [Jfe^a—ThiM word Pw/hj 
(B bia^}i on Which'the xMotklan plays, io ihe common Greek term 
for sfrengGi.] "And henoOi*' aaya AnsOdes, ^ X ^ve the following 
oonclnsioii t that if any one,' dtMDinpbsuig .this series strata, were 
disposed to onshell, as it were; thi 8 > ^xtnliig Ewe firom its present 
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and, rliHilv ^ah f inm;^inf) to avoid thf iluBt., we Hppnwi'hud 
Loiidnii 1)3 iiiml Liuea, wliore any sucli could he found, or, 
at l»y-roa4!i, qoiot uud biiady, collateral to tin* 

main rojida In lihat mode o{ appiK>ach, we iniwctl soiiu* 
reatureB of tbe eubluuity bftlonging to any of the common 
a]>j)roac1io9 upon a main ro;^ ; vc inutBod the whirl and the 
upioar, the tumult and tnc agitation,* which coutinnadly 
thicken oivT thicken throughout the la^t dozen milcR bcioti* 
you reach the auhurha ^Already at three efages’ distance 
(say, 40 miles froiu London), upon some of the greatest rojuls, 
Ihe dim jnnsentitiient of some vast ca^ntal reaches yott oh- 
Hciirely, ,and like n misgiving I'his blind sympathy witli a 
mighty but nnsi^n ol^ject, some vast magnetic range of Alps 

i*iow«kd and to\£eriiig co-«icervatioa& ; and. Urns degrading tlicsc aerial 
Iliimes were to plant them on the ppxiiinih side hy side, iu orderly hin*- 
(CMiinn * aecordiiiK to all »]ipeaidU(.o, the 'uholo vacant urea of Ttalv 
\\otild he tilled with these disiuantled Hluieys of Borne, aud we should 
lie pu'faonted with the spoctacle of one rontitiuonn nty, RtrctJiini; 
hdiyrnithLne pomp to the shores of the Adixatlc/* This w no far finni 
ln'iiis meant as a )ueoa of ihetoiic that, on the very contrary, the 
whole purpose in to tnihstituie, iui a anil rhutorioal (.pcjircbhioi) of 
the Ilonian grandeur, on« of a more deiiniro eharacter — by lue* 
senlmi’ Its duntUNioim in a new form, and supiKisiug the city to he 
nncrcMted, as it wTre ; its iij>p>T tiers to be what the sailors call i/7<- 
' hipped ; and the dethroned storeys to Iw all drawn up in lank smd tlh* 
upon, the ground ; areoidun' to which ashumptinu be implies that the 
city would sfrcli’h Jroin the fnan^ Muperum to the tmre Ififiritnt — i.c., 
from the '•oa ot 'Puseany to the Aih’.alio. 

The foot is, as Casanbon remarked, upon occasion uf a ridiculous 
idmuler in pstiin.iting the laigesses of a Koiuan emperor, that the ciTor 
on most questions of Buman policy or institutions tends not, as is 
usual, in the dire* lion of exocbs, but of defect. All things were 
colossal there ; and the proluhle, h& estimated upon our nioderzi Male, 
lit not unfrequL'i • 1 1 y the iinpasMblc, as regai ded BoToan hal ilts. liipsius 
eirUinly errofl extrn\Rgniitly at times, and was a rash speculator on 
iiumy Bt(bjcf‘ts : witueijis Ids liook on the Ikmnn amiihitheattes ; but 
not on the magnitude of Home, or the amount of its populution. T 
will add, upon this siibioct, that the whole poHlieal economy of the 
ancients, if we except HiWoKh's an mate ii*»'i“'*-’gsif-ions (/>/« Sttmts- 
hauishtifivn^f dcr Athent^r)^ which, properly . i- nnot be called 

political economy, is a mine into which scarce a single shaft has yd 
boon sunlr. But f must also add, that evetything will dti|ieiid upon 
ctiiilatiion of facts, and the bringing of indirect notices into iinmediato 
jiixlApositton, 80 an to throw light, on each other. fHrecL and positive 
iuibnnatiou tlmre is little on these tojnes ; and flut little has been 
gleaned* 
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111 your iieighbuuilKwKl, coutiuiu'ri to you Icnow ik l 

how. Amvod at tho last station foi* changing lioiv«e(i,— llai- 
uct^ Mipjiupe^ OIL ono of tlie north roads, or IfounsliAv on 
wfstei'u, — ^)'ou no longei; think (as in all other places) of 
naming the itext stage ; nobody pulling up^ 

on to Tiondoh^’j that rronld 8om<d ridiculoiui ; oiie inighly 
idea broods over all minds, making it mx^ossible to sujiposi^ 
any other destination. , Launched upon , Uiia final stagts 
)'oii soon begin to fee) youxsfdf entering the streain os it 
were of a Norwegian inaflslfotnj and the stream at limglh 
becomes tlie mdi of a cataToct. What is meant by the Lutni 
wor'l trepiilniio^ Not anything peculiarly connected with 
j till lie; it belongs as much to the hurrying to and fro of a 
coming hatUe, as of a coiuiug flight; to a inaniago festival 
as nuich as to a nmssocro ; wptiifion is the nearest .Pngbdi 
wold. 1'his trepidation incivaHes bnlli audibly and visibl^v at 
<*m'v lialf-inilc, pretty much os one may suppose tbe roar i>f 
Niagara and the thrilling of the ground to giuw upon the 
senses in the lost ten miles of a}»pr(»acb» wiUi the wind in its 
iiivoUTf uutil at length it would absorb and extinguish all 
other sbunds whatsoever. l^uially, for miles before you 
reach a suborh of London such as Islinglj^n, foi* instance, .i 
la4 great sign and augury of the miivujiffity w'hich belungi- 
t(j the coming metropolis forei^s ifnelF upon the dullest <d)- 
server, in the growing sense ot his own utter inbignificauce, 
Rv«‘rywhei’e else in England, you yoiirhelf, linrses, cam'nge, 
•ittendants (if you travel with any), arc. regaided with iiMcu 
lion, pcrliiips even curiobitv : at all evenir. you are seen 
lUii, alter passing the final jmet-lunise on every avenue bi 
Loudon, for the latter ten or tw^t^ve miles, you beciuuc 
aw'are tliafc you are no longer noticed : iioljody sees you : 
nobtfdy hears you ; nobody regards you ; you do not even 
i^egaiid yourself. In fact, how should you at the moment of 
hibt itsceiiairnng your own total uniuiportanco in the sum of 
things — a pour shivering unit in the aggrcjgate of hnnifin 
life H Now, for the first time, whatever manner of man 30U 
were or seemed to be at starting, squire or squireen,” Icnl 
or lordUag, and* however xelat^ to that city, liamlcL or 
solitary house, from which yesterday or to-day you slipiied 
your cable — beyond disguise you find yourself but one wave 



182 


AUTOBIOtiTlArHV 


in a total Afl-uihc, oup plant (luid a jjardHtM plant l)eHdefl, 
fila-n in a format uf ^^meiu'a. 

€^n* fpehiif^s w'lnVh do not belong by proA rf»nce to 
tli(»(ijJillnl j>e«>pL‘ - far Iciia to pcwjdc merely Miutintonial. 
\(i tiiau over wa^ left to himself for the firat time in the 
'^Iroctif, M yet unknown, London, but he inii^t have been 
‘'jidclencd and mortified, perhaps torrifi^l, by the sense of 
il*'«Ttion and utter lonelinoss which belong hi Ins situation 
]J?'i b »!• I nil-— can be like that which 'weit^li® uiioii the heart 
in the coiitro'of faces neveiveiiding without^voice or uttor- 
aiific* for him ; eyes inminuTablo, that have “ no speculation " 
111 their orbs wIuoIl he eon understand ; and hum'ing 
figiiK'S of men and M'oineu weaving to and fro, with no 
a]>p.irent purposes intelligible to a stranger, seeming like a 
mask of maniacs^ or, ofteiitJnieK, like a pageant c-f phuntonis 
'rhf gn^at length of the stn^ets in many quartem of London ; 
the continual opening of transient glimpses into other vistas 
^•^lnlllly far-btretching, going oJf at right angles to the one 
which you are traversing ; and the lunrky atmosphere 
which, settling upon the nmioler end of every Jong avenue, 
wra])s its termination in gltv*m and uncertainty ; a!l tlie«*e 
are circuiustanees aiiling that senate of vostnees and illimit- 
able proportions ^idi for evi-r brood over the afliM-et of 
Titindon ill its iutiTiur. Miieh of the feeling wdiich belongs 
to the o'ltMide of Loudon, lu its apju'oaches for tlie last fo\\ 
mih*H, T had lost, m consetpience of the stealthy lonto of hy- 
j’oads, lying near rxbndge and Watforil, tlirough which wo 
cn»pt into the suburbs. Hut, for tliat I'easuii, the more 
rtbrujit and startling had 1 »een the effect of eiueiging soine- 
wheiv into the Tklgeware Ihiail, and koou afterwards into the 
very streets »>f Luudr>n itself ; — tliiuigh what strccls, or even 
what (piai ter oi Loiulon, is now totally obliterated from my 
mind, having piuhaps never been conipivhended. All that I 
remember ia one uumoloiiouB awe and bliml sense of 
mysterious grandeur and Ikbylonian confusion, whicli 
eecn'ied to pursue and to invest the whole cqufpagi^ of 
huTimii life, ‘us wo moved for nearly two houmi through 

‘ "r«» hi^tne" slow prngrefw lauv^t, howewr, in jxirt bs 

iiSinbcU to Mr, Cfi -~-S iion-acquumtance with this loads both town 
.mil rnrsl, along tht whole liubof oi>r imigress fi-oiu T7xh»-jdgi*. 



THE NATION OF r0M)ON 18.1 

strouts ; tiioniotime'i brou^^lit jto auclior for tou m 

inoTO, l»y wh.'it 13 ti'clniically called a “lodL/* - that im, .i Inu* 
uf <'arna^'ort of over}’ ileAcriptioii inoxtnuahly iiiuhbc^tl anti 
obstriietini' eai’li other, fat m the eye couUl atietch; nii<i 
thoii, tt» if under an enchuiiter’a rod, the “ Lick ” seemed t«» 
tlmw ; luotiuii spread with the iiueiit race of lif^ht or souinh 
. through tlie whole icebound xmi&, until the subtle influence 
n^aclied ua alsd ; who w'ere fl^ain absorbed into the great 
lU'.h of flying carnages ; or, at times, we turned off into 
some le^H tumultuous streeti but of the same juile-Lmg 
c'haracttT ; and finally, drawing up about noon, wo alighted 
at some place, wliioh is as little within my distinct rernein- 
hraiice as the route by which wo reached it. 

For what had w-e come ? To see Loudon. And what 
were the limits within which we proposed to crowd that 

III tie feat ? At live o'clock we wmto lo dine at Porters , 

a seat of Ijord Westiiort’s griuuifiither ; and, IfSSnTTie ilis- 
Uiice, it M'as necessary that we should leave London at half- 
past three ; so that a little more Ihsn thi'ee hours were all 
we liad fiy London. Our chaiiotoer, my friend’s tutor, w'lis 
siiiiimon<*d awuy from on business until that hour ; and 
W'e were left, thorefore, entirely to oiiiveh’eb and to our own 
skill in turning the time to the bi*st account, for conti'iviiig 
(if such a thing were possible) to do abmetlnng or other 
which, by any fletiem of cuurl.ea\% or cun.^itructively, so as to 
satisfy a lawyer, or in .a sense .snlBcient to wdn a wager, 
might he taken and received for having “ seen London.” , 

M*]mt could be ilone ? We wil doivn, 1 riimcniber, in a 
iiioimI of despondency, to consider. .The spcr-laeles were too 
many by thousands ; ijwpiis nos ficU ; oiir very W'cnlth 
in.ide us poor , and the choice was di'-traided Put which of 
tlnnii all could be thouglit general or repivsentutive oitmigh 
to stand for the univeise of London ? We could not IravcTse 
the whole circumference of this mighty orb ; that was clear ; 
.ind, therefore, the next best ,thing was to jdace ours(dve$» as 
inucit as jiosBible in some relati^ui to the sjicrtachs nt 
Ijcmdon, which might answer to tlw centre. Yet how 
That sounded ivell and metaphysical ; hut what did it mean 
if iicUhI upon ? What was the centre of Fxmdon for any 
puriKise whatever — ktitudinarian or longitudiiiarian — 
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lilcrary, -oci.il, nr lupiriuilile— gtsttginplucal, astronomical, 
i»r (aa Mis. Mulapivp kindly siiggebta) diabolical i Appar- 
uubly that wc should stuyat our inu: for in that way we 
seemcHl best tii dutribuie our pr^uc»\equallj amougHt all — 
VIZ , by going to none in ^ * *- 

Thri ft timc3 in my life t have'liAft iiy‘ taste — that is, my 
sense prupiulions—iii'midriibly outraged . Ontie was, by a 
, IMiini iiig of Cape Jluru, which Reemed aluioet treasonably 
lielow itk rank and office in this world — as the temtinal 
abntiaent bf onr mightiest continent^ and also tlie hinge, as 
it df onjr gieatest circnmnavigations-r-of all, in hict, 

which can. be called c^amcal circunmavi^tioue. 

To doubled Cajie Horn'* — at one time, what u 

.sound it had j— yet how ashamed we should be if that cape 
were ever to be seen from the moon \ A party of Englisl)- 
men, I have heard, went up Mount Etna during the inghi, 
to ready for sunrise — a crmimon practice .ieitb tounsts 
both in 8wilzciland, Wales, Cumberland, &c, \ but, as aU 
must see who take the trouble to reflect, not likely to repay 
the' trouble ; seeing that everything which offers’ fk picture, 
wlicn vijswed from a station nearly horisgp&I, ,l»eoomes a 
mere to an eyo phiced at an elev^tl^ 'CiF '3000 feet 
above :Lt ; and so thought, in the the Etna party. 

Tlie sun, indeed, i*oa 6 visibly, and not more aj'pnfulled in 
clouds than t^us desirable : yet so disappointed were they, 
and so disgusted with the sun in partf&ilav, that they 
unanimously ktssrd hill)? though, of conrsc, it w«ih useless to 
cry, Olf ! off ! ” Hero, however, the fault w.as in their own 
erroneous expectations and not in the son^ doubtless did 
his best For, generally, u sunrise and'w sunset ought to be 
seen from the valley, or at most horizonlnlly«^ But as to 

^ HeiiCtt it ma^ bu siud, that nature .regulates oar postUon fbr such 
spectacles, without any intermeiUluig of ours. Whan, indeed, a 
nwunhjtin stsxkds, like ^wdun orOreat Gavel in Ounberland, at the 
can^ of a motmtAinous region, it kpiiot denied that, at some seasons, 
when the ^y beams strike through great vistaa in the hiSa, splendid 
df li^ nnd shado axe prodaced ; strange, however, T.ither than 
beadUfht Bat ftom an insaloted^inoustais, or one ninm the outer 
Ting of tha hilly imek si Sklddaw in riiiuheriimd, the fiiut 
is Lo tiaualatv the laudhnaiie from a pictvre into a nu^y and the tola] 
II v.i1:, as a criihrutihl auinor wild, h ll.e ir^nity offUHeticae, 
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Horn, that (l>y muqtavi^un with ltd poMtinu and its 
iirnuLlAUS^ivas really a dib^ai'e to th<' planet ; it is not t.1io 
hpeetator lliat • is m Cault kere^ but tbe object itself, tbe 
Linniugh.-ira cape. For, Qonsider,t it it, not only &e ** bpu 
":1 .V nfi.iiiT keeping; ^teb 'and \«^ai'd a sort of trinity 
of oceans, and, by idl tbe ciTi'^utdavij^toi^B 'gate uf 

^^ntrance to tbe Par^c, but also if is the teiir^ilu of the ^'Oil 
Tci minus for all {he Americas. So that, in ndatioii to siudi 
di Jollities, it seemed td me, in the dRuviug, a make-sbift, put 
up by a car])enter, until the true Cape Horn should U‘ 
r^ady ; or^ peibaps, a dro 2 >>scenc frooj th*‘ cipi-ni Ikj'iml Thih 
was One case of tIiftjm)portion : the utiuT* a-eii the final 
and eeremnnial valedietion of GaiTick, on rotiting frmn his 
profession ; and the Pall Mall UiauKurathm oi Gem^ IV ou 
1 lie day of his acceasiun ^ to tlie throne. The iittev iftelatiun, 
111 both cases, of the audience to the scone (audience^ 1 say, as 
say we must^ fo> the sum of the spectators in the Second 
inahince, os well as of the auditors in the first) threvr upon 
each a ridicule not to be cifaixnl. It is in any* caBi» 
Tiiipoaaible for ii^ actot to say words of fiiTewell to those for 
whom he real^'dieisigns his farewell. 1-Je cannot ^faring Ins 
true oV'Jcct IxfoceMiiiiuidf. To whom is it that' SC would 
olfer hi^ iOht' adieus i We ai*e told by one — ^who, if he 
loved G'lrrick, ccri'iiuly diil not love Qatrick^s ptofesaion, nor 
would •‘V«»Ti, tlirou).*!! h*in^ have paid it any undue compli- 
ment-’ iImi tlio i-tiremi nt of this aitist had ^ eclipsed 
the gai<'vv oi natiiuis." To nations, then, to his own gener- 
ation It \iu', th.it hi' «i\u'd Ids farewell * but, of a geueratiun, 

^ AcctiSHloQ wu ft, or his prochunaiiou ? The &u.e was this : — 
About the laiddto of the day, the King came out into the pCHico of 
('ailtoA Hoitse; un<3, addrossing himBfif {adchcbsiug bis gestures, X 
iii..au) to the anemblsge of people is Pall Mall, he IiowmI repeatedly 
to the right and to the left, end then retired. 1 mean no diirehjiect to 
that prince fh reoalling those clrcmnatanceB ; no doubt, he acuni upon 
the Suggefitiou of otbinai j; and, perhaps, also under a sincere emotion 
oil witseesiug the enthnM^ of thos^ outside ; hitithat could not cure 
the orlgtnel abenrdliy of rGcoguisihg os a, reprcbS&tativt audii'iice, 
clothed with the national fiwUone of reoi^sTitg fiimelf, a vliance 
gathering of paswngecs through a street, between whom and 
uny mob fmm hie own stables and hitchens thors could be no CMeiitial 
diflereiioe wldeh tbgic; Or laWj, « ooBstitntional principle could 

] LTo^piiie, - ' » ' 
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wliat nr^an is tlicru wUicli can &\\q or be sncd, that can 
thank or ]>e tlianlu'il ? Neither by hction nor by deli'^'ation 
ran you bring tlieir bodice into court. A king^a audivnco, on 
llip other miyhi be had os au authonaed repre^enU 
tire body. But^ when we consider the composition of a 
iiaeu^d and chance auditor}^ whether in a street or a llipat r*' ; 
Fiecondly^ the small size of a modem audience, even in Drury 
Lane (4600 al^ the most), not by one-eightieth part the 
coh^plement of the Circus Maximus ; most of all, when we 
consider the want of symmetry o** conimcnsuratenesa, to any 
oxteuded daration of time, in the acts of such an audienct*, 
wliich acts lie iit the yanishing expressions of its vanishing 
motions-^— Mts so essentially fugitive, even when organised 
into an art and a tactical system of i^xiss^ And hoti^i (as 
they were at AJuxondria, and afterwards at the Neapolitan 
and Roman theatres), that they could not jtrutect themselves 
from dying in the very moment of their birth : laying to- 
gether all these considerations, we see the ineongruity of any 
audience, so constituted, to any purpose less evanescent than 
(5Awiix:own tenure of eyistence, ^ • 

iw A® ^JAses had severally 

been, was our 5? or 

other means for accomplishing *ii 

we fost half-au-hour ; but at length we reduced the question 
to a clioice between Westminster ikbbey and St. Paul’s 
(JjithcdraL I know not that we could Imve chosen better. 
The rival edifices, os we understood from the waiter, wera 
a}>oiit equidistant from our own station; but, being too 
remote from each other to allow of our seeing both, we 
tossed up,” to settle the question between the elder lady and 
the younger. **}lrada” came up, which stood for the 
Abbey. But, as neither of us was quite satisfied with tl&is 
decision, we agreed to make anoUier appeal to tho wisdom of 
cUauce, second tlioughtb being best This time the Cathedral 
turned up ; and so it came to pass that., with us, ^ having 
am London jneant having seen Pnul^. 

^ The firsT view of St. PaiiIVif"™y supposed, over- 
whelmod ua with awe ; and 1 did not at that time imagine 
lliat the sense, of magnitude could ho more deeply impressed. 
One thing interrupt our pleasure. The sii]>erb objects of 
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cnrioBity witliin (^itlunlral were plirwn for seivirate fwB. 
There wne seven, I think ; aivl any one could l)e seen in- 
df}jeiidently of the rest for a few pence. The whole aiuoimt 
WiW a trifle ; fonrteenpency, I think ; but we were followed by 
ti port of persecution — “Would we nut see the hein"-- 
“ Would we not see the anoilell^* — “Surely we would not 
f^o rway without visiting the Whigjjenng^ Gallery ?'* solicita- 
tions which troubled tho silence and sanctity of tho place, 
and must tease others os it then teased ns, who wished to 
contemplate in quiet this great monument of the national 
gnindi'UT, which was at that very time ^ beginning tb take a 
station also in the land as a depository for tlie dust of In^r 
hemes, What struck us most in the whole tiUcrior ol the 
pile was the view taken from the spot immediately under 
the dome, being, in fneti the very same which, five years 
afforwarl*', received the remains of Lonl Nelson. In one of 
the ai'h*4 going off fiMui this centre, we saw the 
Trane* , S|>ai! K a nd lloUmul, the whole trophies of 
tnlhgnig pumpou^^ their masby draperies, 

slowly and,he&vilyi in the upper gloom, us tl^ey were swept 
at^intorvols by currents of air. At this inomcnl we were pro- 
voked by the showman at our elbow renewing his vile 
iteration of “ Twop^nce^ gentlemen ; no more than twopence 
for each ” ; and so' on until we left the place. Tim same 
Qowplaint has often lieen mmle as to Westminster Abbey. 
Whei'e the wrong lies, or where it commences, 1 know 
iiok Certainly I nor any man can liavo a right to ex]^cct 
iliat the j)Oor men who attended us should give up their 
tune for nothing, or even to be angry with them fur a sort 
of persecution, on the degree of which possibly might 
dei>end the comfort of their own families. Thoughts 
of fiimishing children at home leave little room for nice re- 
gards of delicacy abroad. The individuals, therefore, might 
or might nut be blameable. m ^y-caae the system 

nation is entitled to a free enjoy- 
ment of its own public monuments : not free only in the 
sense of being gratuitous, but free also from the molestation 

^ Already mommients had been voted by tho Houw of Ooininoiio 
ill tlito cathedral, and T afu sot trare but they were nearly complotetl, 
to two eaiitains who had fall^i at the Nile. 
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ui with tlii'ir ]iii]ii-ifect knowleJj'** and tludr 

srnliiiitMit. 

Yut, after all,' what ie this jsyptcm of mlnction and 
jnmnv'iTi^'e, rviin-pnr'd wtth that which oi»erate8 on the nse of 
!lii> ii.uiiiiril lil'niw; or agiiiii, to .the syt^tein of ox- 
i liiol lU irciiu ikiiiie of thew, where an absolute inteidict lies 
uTjon any use at all of &at w*hich ii confessedly national 
jmipctty t Bo<^ and MSS , whidi were collected origi nnlly, 
and formally be^eaihed[''ib' the public, under the generous 
and noble idea of giving to future generations advantagoR 
which Ihe collector had hiniselt not eiyoyed, and lil^iaiing 
them from obstacles in the purmiit' of k^wledfge which 
oiiMNriencG' had latterly iznprintecl upon his, arc 

at this Jay locked up as absolutely 
rinybodjij idi' collections confeBicdiy'piiyaii *^^ far more 
f.i; ii'r most |•^vllle roUectors of emii^ee'(a8 the bite 
' ^ ljf» Heber. for in^ttiiKM'). liaA^e been dietinjauhed for liber- 
ality ill leihliiig thn niiost of their hooks bt who knew 
how' to use them with efTect. But, ]hrthe,ciu»»*l now con- 
template, the whole funds for eupporting proper ofili'eR 
attached to a library, such as libra I'uinjn', sltibJihmriaui*, &c., 
wbieh o£ themselves (and without the express verbal I'vidence 
of the founder’s will) pre>mae a pubUe in rbe daily use of 
the bo'iks, eT«^ they are superfluous, hate been fii>}die(l to 
the rn’ntirin loay sigecures in h^balf of, persons expressly 
choi'ged with the care of shutting out the public Tlicrefore, 
it is true they are not sinecures : for that one care, vigilantly 
to keep out' the public,^ they do tako upon themselves ; and 

* Tltui suggpHts the mention of another Crying abuse eon- 
!•• 'el i-iiP ihjent. In the yosr ISll er I'SIO oame under 
, ir:i.>ia>rii ^rr iii>* • and mvisiou the law of copyright. In aoino 
caneUeat pamphlets drawn forth by the,.ooc88ioD, from Mn Bufim, 
for ittstaaoe^ and Beverai othem, tha whtds attfa]o6t waa well probui, 
and smy asp^a, little notioed by the pilblic, were exposed of that 
eaMne lajuatioe attached to tiie law ss it'th^ atood. The several 

and no£ a little 

i;^ouoa wss'taken.of the opprsasive pririlfi^ with which rertain public 
llbnmss (ill that lijii**, i think, deveul Were Invested, of exactmi:, 
Me vomlly, a copy of enoli nr w hook publiroed. This downright robht*ry 
was by some members of the Honse in that day, under tlic 

uotiOD sf yif hoidg'a soirt of exofattage, or iiU pro ^vo in retain for 
the relHt obmpea fay^fber fttatnte of <}u6eu Aune—lhe find which 
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I A iUc‘111 loving hook^, like might FiUj»])ohP tluil 

tlii'ir mutivc the ungoneruus one oF keej[ung the hooks to 
tliemtM'lves. Far it In several instances, they ^\ll] as 
little nse the booke as saffer theio, to, 1*6 need. Ami thus 

recognihoil literary property. “For,” argued thuy, ••prevloiwly lo 
t^uat hlatute, empposing your hook n^ted, at •cotniuon Uw you 
«:oulil olitoiD radrese only for each coj^ ^proved to have heea sold hy 
the pirate ; and that might not he a thousandth part of the a/'tiial 
Now, the btatute of Queen Anne granting jbu a general redresiH, 
upon proof that a piracy had been committed, you, the party relieved, 
wore Imund to.eipreBB your sense of. this relief by a i^um made tn 
the piiUiu ; and the public is here represented by the meat endow tul 
libraries of the seven oniversitiefi, the BriLihh Museum,'* TO ice. But, 
/trfr/id /aeie, this was that qf juntos which in eipresslyro- 

noimued in Maftha Oharta : and why were proprietors of copyright, 
more than other propHet''!^ to make an “acknowledgment” for their 
rights f li'&t, aappoaini: juRt, why, especially, to the givop puidic 

lio'lies ? blow, tor spy part, 1 think that this admits of an explaiiR- 
lion ; hflne-tentbs.nl the authors in former days lay amongst the class 
who had recei^ 'p' oollcgo ctturalioii ; ond most of these hi thcir 
academic hie hiil bencflM lsi:gBly by old endowments. Giviug up, 
therefore, a smw tribute from their copyright^ there wgs some colour 
of jnstice in salting that they weie making a slight acknowledg* 
ment for paSt bmftts 'ieoeived, and exactly for those benefits which 
enabled them to appear with any advents^ as anthoiis< So, I am 
convinced, the first arose, and under this eonstraction ; 

which, even for tlu^ 'days^ was often a fiction, bnt now is generally 
such. However, be the origin wl^ it may, the groond upon which 
the public mind in 2811 {^t small part of at least, which tlie 
question attracted) reconciled itself to the abuse was this For a 
tTiTiul wrong, they alleged (hut it was then shown that the wrong was 
not always trivial), one great good is achieved'— viz., that all over the 
kiugviom are diHi«ised cloven groat dejiositories, in which all itersonb 
may, at all times, be surp of finding one copy of every 
book publJahetl. Iluit did seem a great advantage, and a balance 
in point of utility (if none in point of justice) to the wrong upon which 
it grew. But now marie t' . dv »■ * sm which this balancing a^antage 
is made available. 1. The elaven bodies are not equally waful to 
exact their copies f that can only be done by retaining an ggrat in 
Ixmdon ; and this agent is careless about books of slight mcmex value. 
2. Were otherwiBe| of what final avail would a porfiK^, iset of 
the years proflortions prove to a.puhUcnotadmittedJmly to the 
eleven libranee ? 8. But, finally, u they vm admiAU, to what 
]inrpoR6 (as rc>gaTde this parUcidar advantage) under the folluHing 
custom, which, in sotao ^ 'these eleven libcoi'bF (wsbihly iu ail), 
WM, I well knew, ortahlished ; aaxmq)ily the principal librarian werd^ 
the annual crop of all aneh books as dfrpleased biinself ; upon whfcli 
two questions arise i L 'Gpon whai principle t ik With what result \ 
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tli<* jilans timl t'aivs of ^ouil ^WLM|•ll^u» 1 iih jnotivps, 

1 will Niy of the fouuiliT havo teTimuatuil iii loekiii^ 

up and wqiitvilcriii>< a Ifijyft collecUon of hookis, some heiiif? 
^reat rarities, iu fvitiiatiunH ’where they are not acceissil »le. Had 
ht* lieqiieaihed them to the catacomhsi of Pans or of Najdes, 
Jie could not have better provided for their virtual extinction. 
I ask, does no action at Qoinmoii law* lie against the pro- 
moters of such enormous abuses ? Oh, thou fei^'ent reformer 
— Avhoso fated tr&d he that imts his car to the ground may 
hear at a distauco coming onwariU ui»on etufri/ mad— if too 
mmly tliou wJH work for me and otUerh irreparable wrong 
md suflferiiig, work also for us a little goixl ; this way tuni 
he gmat hurricanes and levonters of thy wiath ; ivinnow 
nc this chaff ; and let us enter at last die garnors of pui-e 
A'heat laid up iu elder days for our bcaeiit, and which for 
.wo cGUturies have been clostMl against our use 1 

answer as to the lirst, that in this li/nfrtUu>a be west upon no principle 
it all, but liU own caprice, or wliat ho called his own discration ; and 
lecoidingly it is a fart known to many as well as myself, that a Uiok, 
which faumo jieople (and certainly not die least meditative of this age) 
lave pronounced the nioRt original work of modem times, 'was ALtuall^ 
unongst tlie bocdcH ihuh ilrgrailod ; it was one of those, aa the phraao 
s, tossfsl ** into the basket" ; and univorsally this fate is more likely 
0 befhll a work of onr/tmfl inent, which disturbs the pxe^ious way of 
Lhiuking and fBcling, than one timid eompliaiue with ordinary 
iiodcls. Secondly, with what rc^t t Por the iirescnt, the degraded 
wolis, having lioen consigned to the basket, were foithwith cunMgnotl 
o a damp cellar. Theiv, at any rate, they were in no condition to 
10 consulted by ilie public, being piled up in close bales, and m a 
dai'e not publicly accessible. Ihit there can be no doubt that, soonei 
•r latei, their mouldiTiiig condition would be made an .argument for 
ellitig thorn. And such, wben we trace the operation of this law to 
Is fiiuil stage, ii% tlie ultimate resnlt of an mfiingemeiii upon jmvate 
igUts almost uiieaampled in any other part of our civil economy. 
That sole bcuehcial result, f<Yr the sake of which some Icgislaloi's were 
vllling to sanction a wrong, otherwiRe admitted to lai indefensible, is 
.0 Httio protected and stscured to the public, tliat it is first of all 
lUused at the mercy of an agent in London, whose negligence or in- 
lilfereaoe may defeat the pro^ isiop altogetlier (I know a publisher of a 
pbAMtid bofinical 'work, who told mo that, by forbearing to attract 
kotioo^to it within the staiulalde time, be saved his e1e\cn copies) ; 
nd placed, at the mercy of a librarian, who (or any one of his sne- 
essors) upon a motive of malice to the author or an impnise of 
ilsd teste, after all proscribe any part of the books thus disbonour- 
bly aoquirecL 
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Liindun we lelt in luibtc, li) keep iiii euga^'GUunit dC oouit* 
stHM(1in{{ at tlic Efiil H<iAve\ my iViend’a grandrutlicr. Tluh 
admiral, w E6 had lillod so latgi* a station in the puhhc 
dye, bi'in^ the earliest among tlie naval heruos of Sngland ni 
the iirtit war of the llevolution, and the only one of noble 
birth, I should have WeiL delighted to see t St. Paul's, ami 

•its naval inonnmeuts to Ckiptaiii^RiotL and Ca^ilain , 

together with its iloating p^eantries of tioncpiered tkigt«, 
having awakened within me, in a form of peculiar solemiiity, 
IhofK* jiatriotic remerahmiiceB of past glories wliicli all bo>h 
Ibel so much more vivi/ily than men can do, in whom tlu* 
Kon&ibility to such imju'drisioiis is blunted. Lord Howe, 
however, I was not destined to sec ; he had died (ihout a 
year before. Another death then' ha*l lieen, lutd veiy' 
rereiilly, in the family, and under rircmufiiaiiceBjHJCuliatly 
hUrtling ; and the spints of the 'whole house S^ere painTutly 
dopreti'ed by that event at the time of our visit. One of the 
daughters, a younger sister of- my fnemVs mother, had lieen 
engaged ioT some time to a Scottish nobleman, the Earl of 
Morto n, n^ich esteemed by tlie Ibiyal Family. The day was 
at length fixed for the marriage ; and about a foi'tniglit 
before tliat day ariivod, some jiarticuhir dress or oniament 
was brought to Porters, in ivhich it was designed that the 
bride should appear at the altar. The fashion as to thi.^ 
point lias often \aried ; but at that time I believe the ciisinm 
waft for hndal parties to be in full dress. The lady, when 
the dross arrived, was, to all nppoaviiuce, in g««)d health ; bul, 
by one of ihose umiccounU^blr misgivings which are on 
record in so many w'ell-attc«<U*d coses (os that, for example, of 
Amlrew Mari ell's father), she said, after gaxing for n minute 
or two at the beautiful diew, firmly and pointedly, “ So, 
then, that is my weihliiig dn-s ; and it is expected that t 
shall w'ear it on the 17th ; but 1 shaU not; I shall never 
wear it On Tliursday the 17th I shall be dressed in a 
shroud t ” All present were shocked at fi^mdi a declaration, 
which the solumnity of the lady’s manner made it inipossilde 
to receive as a jest The countess, her mutlier, even reprui ed 
her with smne severity for the words, os. an expression of 
distrust in the goodness of Qod. The bride-elect made no 
answer, but by sighing heavily. Within a fortnight all 
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hiippciiwl, to til*' U*Uer, an blie luwl pi‘e*ljcti'*l. Bliu was lak^n 
buildeixly ill ; blie ibeil abcnit tliree Jays l)ofoi« the inairiage- 
(lay : au»l w-is finally m her shruad, accowling to the 

imtmal course of the funeral arnmgeineutHj on the moming 
that was to have Imn iM^edding festival. 

Mo rton, the nobleman thus suddenly and remarkably 
liereaySrofiiis bride, was^he only gentleman who appcai'cd 
at the d[iniier tttble. He took a particular intereBt in litera- 
ture.; and it was, in finct^ through hii kindness that, for the 
first tinic iu Jny f found myself sfunewliat in the situatimi 
of a *^Zion.” The oecahion of Lord Morion’s flattering notice 
wan a particnlor co^^y of verses which liad gained tor me a 
public distinction ; not, however, 1 must owh, a very brilliant 
one i the piuze awH.rded to me being not the first, nor even 
the second — what on the CV>ntinent is called the acfieasit ' — it 
was simply the third : and that fact, stated nakedly, miglit 
have left it doubtful whether T were to bd‘ eonsidured in the 
light of one honoured or of one stigmatise^.' However, the 
judges in tliis cose, with mure honesty,' br more 'Sclf-distruKt, 
than belongs to most adjudications of the' Idinil, had prinietl 
the fhist three of the successful essays. , ^ilonseguently, it W'hs 
left open to each of the less successful candidates to beiiciit 
by any diflerence of taste amongst their seywal friends ; and 
my friends in particular, wdth the single o^d singular cxct^p- 
tion of my mother,, who always thoxight her own children 
inferior to othor pe-’p!''**. had gtmerally assigned the p^iu to 
myself, L« ad M • ]•' utested loudly tliat the case admitted 

of no doubt ; that gioss injustice liad been done me ; .and, as 
ilic ladies of the family w'ere much Influenced by his opinion, 
I thus came, not only to wear the laurel in tlieir estimation, 
but also with the advantageous addition of having suffered 
some ix^ustiee. I was not only a victor, but a victor in 
misfortune^ 

At ibis moment, looking back vaom a diatonoe of fifty 
ypo^ u]^ those trifles, it may well be supposed that I do 
not attach so much iu^portance to tiie subject of my lugiti\'w 
Jiaye any very decideil opinion one way or tin* 
other 'Upch 'i;y^ijwn''Voportio of merit I do not even 
recollect part of the verses: that which 1 do 

> For ftbls here rcfrired ^ see iqotiiote, ante, p. 
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refullcct inrlmes mo to ilniik tliat, in tlie htructurc cf tlu: 
luetre, und in tin* of the I'Xprofisionsj I. ]i.id atmt* 

adviWitiigf over tny jompelitniR, ilmuifh otlu*iwisi‘, perhaps, 
my veiwjs were lesa fiuwhml ; Morton niiglit^ 
in ii partial sense, have been «ju8t as well as kind. Jhit, 
little that may seem likely, even ihpti, and at the numieut 
.111' ivapii);* some advimtage 11*0111 thy honours, which guvo im^ 
!i oonsideiution with the family I WiHr amongi^t such as I could 
nut else liavc had, mopt nnaffeetedly 1 rloiihted in my f»wn 
mind wliuilier 1 were n*Qlly entitled jfi the praises which I 
received. ^iy.Qwu ycrwjR hfiji Ji«»t at all Rati^iied myself ; 
:iiid, tlionirh I folt elated hy the nolic^e they Iiiwi gained mo, 
uTid gratifled by the gonoi'ubity of the eatl iii taking iny iiai'fc 
po .irmly, I was po more in a spirit of hviiijiatliy with the 
liindiiCbP tliiiH xiianife^itud 111 my behalf, and witli the conso 
qnout khidneds which it procured me from others, than from 
any iiioitcment or support which it gave to iny inUdlectual 
]irido.^ Ill fiict, whatever c^tinlate f might make of those 
nitelleotual gifts which 1 Udieved or whieli I knew myself to 
])ijppc*aR, l yvyp lo^nt^, oven in those dayp, to doubt whether .niy 
natural Jijy poetry. Well, indeed, I knew, 

and 1 know* that, hod 1 cliuRen to enlist amongst the soM/tsuid 
poets of thu day-— amongst those, I mean, who by mere force* 
of tahnt and mimetic skill contrive to sustaiu the part of 
poet ill a Bceuical pcnw', and w'itJi a sccnical eflTect — I also 
eon hi have won bucIi laurels os are won by such merit ; 1 
also Could have taken and siib(;iiued a place tnlUer gunftf/r 
amongst the iKHits of the tiine, AVliy not then? Simply 
bet iUiRe I km-w that me, as them, would await the certain 
dcBliny in reversiou of rchigning that place in the next 
gi*neration in ^lOiuo younger candidate having equal or greater 
Rkill in appropriating the vi^e sentiments and old tradi- 
tionary language of passion Rpread through books, but having 
also the advantage*of novelty, and of a cloRcr adaptation to 
the ]»reyailing taste of the day. Even at that early age T 
was keenly ahve, if not so keenly as at this moment, to the 

^ Any rsadei who may fed speeiidly interested in tliese juvenile 
vf>rses of lie Quinoey will find a refirint of them appended to Mr. 
(Samett's 1885 edition of the Coti/bssioni o/m ISngliA Ojfrium-Ealer» 
“M. 

VOL. I 
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iatil tliiit. Iiy I'ar the larger pnip>l'lii>n of wliai ia received ui 
ever} age for i»oelry, and for a fifeason ustirpB that coneecraled 
name, is wd the spontaneoiiR oyotIIow of reid unaffected 
passion, deep, and at the same time original, and also forced 
into public monifestati^ of ^itself from the ueccsidty winch 
cleaves to all psasion; alike of seeking extonal syjDl>ath> : 
» tli^' it is noi ; but a countepfeit assiunptiioii of sych jimioii, 
|accordmj{ to the more or accurate i^ill of the writer in 
the k^y of passinii. suited to the particular 
jage ; and a concurrenUassuniptiuu of the language of iiaRsion 
according* to his moie' A le&s iJcill in sejiarating the spuriouR 
from the native and legitimate diction of genuine emotion. 
jHarely, indiHid, are the rejmted poets of any age men who 
'groan, like prophets, under the burden of a message which 
Mliey hate to deliver, and 7nvd deliver, of a mission which 
'ihr-y mwi discharge. Qencially — nay, wiUi much fewer 
exceptions,' perhaps, than would l>e readily helicvcd — they 
arc merely simulators of the part they sustain ; spesikiiig not 
out of tlio abundance of their own hearts^' but by skill and 
artidec assuming or personating emQti<w^at second-hand ; 
and the whole is a business of talent (sometimes even of great 
taleut), but not of original power, rf geuius)^ or authentic 
insjiiraticaL " 


^ Tlie words and (t/kni arc frequeutily distiu;;niRhe(3 from 
each otlier by those who ‘evidently misconstrue the true dwtinction 
eiilnely, and sometiiues so grossly, sr to use them by way of expressions 
for a mere differenoe in <leffrec. Thus, “ a niau of great talent, abso- 
lutely a occurs in a very well-wntten talu at this moment 

liefoio me; as it being n man of genius implied only a greater than 
ordinary degree of talent. 


Tident and tjeniHS are in uu one point allied to each other, except 
KenOTeally-**tliat both express modes of mteUectual power. But the 
Kin^ of power ill e not niensly dlliereut, they are in polar opitositiuu to 
idch other, TtflnU is intellectual powear of every kind, which acts uid 

* tb* niifilK h that maoh lanr jpaciM of mtalloctnal 

I- ^.T ftlii-h I, (Jm aatiu^bmn iha apirit of 

' and ui;o> 1115 - bom the api(it,«t]p>a,inrc and pain, ae^oim- 
iMd mon> or Iwt i*r:.vtly ;• and.Jhii 1 * i^fiMedwA ot^ jlm 
a fanrtam of ft. 
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From Porterp, after a few tla 3 ’b’ we returiitil to Ekhi. . 
Her Majesty alHmt this tinw gave soim- splendid fcti‘6 at Fmg. 
more, to one ot two of winch she had directed that we sbonhl 
l>e invited. The invitation Was, of cotiTAe, on my frieixl’s 
account : but her majesty had to direct tliot I, 

as liip visitor, sliould ho sjK'mllt indndedr liord Weiilpoil, * 
. yuiiiig Of. ho was, had become tolA^bly indifferent about such 
iliings ; hiitio nie such a,»oene was a npVfJty ; and, on that 
.ii’coimt, it was settled Ve shouhrgo as early os Was ]>emiiK- 
Mble, We ditj fff : and I was not sor^y to have had the grati- 
ticaiion or witneHRing (if it were but for once or twice) the 
sjdendoura of a royal jiarty. Bui, after the firat edge of 
expectation was taken off, after the vague uncertainties ot 
rustic ignorance had given place absolute realities, 'and the 
eye had boooiiie a Uttlo fiiniiliur with the dasliing of the 

niH was written twenty years ago. N«)w (] 863), wbon revisiug it, 

1 am tempted to aild three brief ansutatifiis 

1. Jt senudalises that, in tlio oivasiumal cominenti upon tlub 

ihstinclioo wTiic^ have keachod my eye, no aiWntion slioiilil bare been 
paid to tbe jUMfouv^.'iiUggostionB as to thu radix of what is meant b> 
uemw latent in tb^ Wmfd gmioL For instance, in aa e^traot made b}' 
“The Leader,** a distiiiguiriied literary from H work 

entitled “ PocticaV by Mr. DoUas, there ie ' i ' n‘. i lu . taken 

of tins subtle iiKueation and leailing towaids the truth Yet surely 
fhftt is bnnlly philnsepbic. For roiild Mr. Dallas snppose tliat the 
nleii iniolved in the word tfeni(d had no eanur^tion, or none hut an 
arcidentaji oue, with tlid idea mvolvud in t)i>» wnrd yenti/s f Jt is clear 
that Irom the itomau eonceptiou {whenco^OPVcr emanatbp^} of the Jialal 
Uumus, UH the t-ecret and reiitral representuiivo of what W most dliar- 
‘lotcTistic and indtvidnal in the nature of every hoiiiau being, are 
(kuivcd .alike the notion of the ffeuifd and onr modem notion of geniua 
a^ iMutradiKtmgiiished from ttdtnU 

2. As another broml ehuracler of distmetion between and 

fr/ft7t{f t would obaoive-*tbat ffmittut differentiates a man'j^m all 
other men ; whereas tfltiaii is the same in one man as lit another: that 
K, where it exists at all, it is the mere echo and' reflex of the same 
talent, as Seen tn thoBiaiKis. of other men, differing only by-fttore and 
less, but not at all in quality* In genius, on the co&tiary,'n6 two men 
were ever duplicates of each qlher. - 1 *’ Vh ' 

3. AH tal«at; in whatsoever class, reveals itmlf sp WA*Afi^^as a 

counteraction fo an ojiposiiig dlfficuljy or hlndcHDey; vma|ieas genius 
uuivomji&y tnoVes in headhnig sympathy and oooonttniua vftth apon- 
taoeous power. Ihlent works univa^Iy by intense zesSstanca to an 
antagonist fms^ Vhmoa genius works nnder a rapture of neoessity 
and spoQtaneity. . * 
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I tc» Milfrr umler the constraints mculeiit to 

ji ycniii^' m such a situation— the sUnatioii, namely, 

oi K'tleiitary ]iii'^«iien«*s8, whew one iftactsgd upon, but not 
art. 'J'lie inuaie^ in fact, was all ihat continueil to deli^'lit me , 
anil, but tt)r t/wrf, 1 believe I diouLl have had home diificulty 
111 avoMiu}; so mon^tniUb an indecorum as yawning. 1 icvihc 
lb IS faulty cxjircssion, however, on tlio dpot ; not tJie music 
tinly it was, but the music comhiiied with the dancing, that 
HO dct»ply impiiihscd me. The ball-room — a tempoiary erec- 
tion, with sometlinig of the chanctiT ot a iiaviiion about it — 
wore ail elegant and festal air ; the ^lart allotted to the 
dancers being fenced olT by a gilded lattitie-work, and orna- 
mented beautifully from the uj»per j»aft with drooping 
festoons of flowers. Ihit all Hie luxury that spoke to the 
(‘ye merely faded at oiit e hy the side of imiiassioned dancing, 
hiihtained by imjiassioned music. Of all the scenes which 
this world offers, mme is to me so profoundly interesting, 
noiK* (I bay it deliberately) mo affecting, iw the spectacle of 
men and women flnniing through the lOazW of a dance; 
iitidor these conditions, however, that the music sliall lie 
rich, rcnuuiu|t, and festal, the 4>xecntk>n of the dancers 
perfect, and the dance itself of a cliaracter to admit of free, 
iluent, and cmiti/nuous motion. But this last condition will 
he sought vainly in the (;u a d i il]cs, &c., which haiT for so 
iiLiny years hnni^hed the truly beautiful cmnitry^-dinurs native 
to England. Tliose wliosu taste and sensibility were so 
defective as to substitute for tlic hai’tifal in dancing the 
merely were sure, in the end, to Imnsfer the dejirava- 

tions of this art from the 'ipeia-housc to the floors of private 
hall-rooms. ^J’he ttuideucies even then were in that direction : 
hut as yet they had not. attained their ffnat stage : and the 
Euglish coujitry-dauoc ^ was still in estimation at the courts 

^ This word, I am wi-ll awaie, grew out of the French wonl umire- 
tianx; luiUcating the r«‘hulai coutra}K> 3 itiou of mole and female partners 
in fh>i Rzvangemsnt of the dancers. The wonl counCrff-fktnee was 
therefore <H?lginslly a comiptiou ; hnt^ having 'oiice arisen and taken 
root in the langoage, it is far better to retain it in its colloquial form . 
Iielter, I mean, on the general principle (xmeemed in such casesw For 
it is, in fact, by such corruptions, by offsets upon an old stock, arising 
Itirough ignorance or imspronunciatinn originally, that every language 
18 frequently enriched ; and new modifications of tliuaght, unfolding 
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of juiiji’es. Now, of alt liducoB, this iu tlio only one, as a 
uliiss, of wliVli 3UU ciin Iruly (li‘spril»c llio iimtioii to iu* am 
till nous --that l.% not iiit(*iTUpLt4 or fitful, but uiifoLlin,'' its 
jiue mazes with the eijuabihiv of li^ht in ItEi cnifiiHioii tliioii^'li 
freo space. And wherevur the muHio happens to be not of a 
lij'ht, trivial character, but clmi^^d with the spirit of tostal 
pleasure, and the performers in flie dance so for skilful as to 
l>etra7 awkwardness vcjrglng on Iho ludkTons, 1 believi^ 
ibat many jieople feel os I feel in such circiinistanres — 'v i/ , 
derive from the spectacle the wary grandest form of passionate 
sadneas wliicli can belong to any s|H'cfacle wlnitsoever, 
um is not the exact word ; nor is there aai/ word in an\ 
language (because U4»iio in the languages) which ex;w*tlv 
expresses the state : biuce it is not a de])ivssing, but a 3n>isf 
elevating state to whicli 1 allude. And, corluinly, it is oasv 
to undersUnd, that many stales of pleasure, and in particular 
the liighcsl, are the most of all i amoved from nu'iTinient 
The day on which a llomau triuuijdied was the most gl;ul> 
some day of his exisbmee ; it WtH the crt»wji aiul consumma 
tiou of hv jirospority ; yet {t<suiedty it was also 1(» him the 
most solemn of liis days, Festal iinisjo,’ of a rich mul 
]».*iasionate cli in*iyte r. is the mwt I'cmoto of any frf)m vulgar 
hilarity. Its very gladness and j^iup is impregnatinl wilh 

iheiiiiclves hi the progress uf society, geucrata fur t1i«uiM'l\ es (oii- 
currently appropiiate expr«sKioii*<. Maiir wonls in thf» Jjutiii c.iii ht* 
poiut<*d out AS having passctl thioiigh this process. It must nut lie 
alloweil to vi'igli iigaiic-t the validity ui a wunl once faiily ]i;tlurnJi.seil 
by ii'ic, tlint originally it crept in u)>ou uii al'use or a eonii]i)ioij 
/^CAir 71/111/6 is os strong a ground of It ^itniinUoii in a Uiise uf this 
nature oa it is m law An I llio ohl axiom is ri]»pUcahlei-AVri ?i/n6 
nM, Were it oIUoi'wim*, Uugiiages \touM be robbed 
of much of their wealth. And, uiiiViTbully, t>io class uf pur/stit, in 
uiattem of laugiiogt'g are lialde to giii*vons .suspicion, os iduinst 0011 
stantly proocedhig on laioulct(ge uiid on insulYicieiit principh's 
For exanijile, if I have road one, I have read twenty letters, addressed 
to iiewspapers, denouncing the name of a great quarter in Loniion, 
ATui-y-fe-fttw, aa ludicrouhly ungiammatuMl. The wi iters hatl Icaniol 
(or weie learning) French ; and they bad thus become awaic tii.it 
neither the .utiole nor the ailjective was right. True, not rigid foi tlic 
cunent age, but perfectly right for the age in which the name luwe . 
but, for wont of elder French, they did not know that in onr (!huurer.s 
time both were right. Ze wtw then the aitlds fetninine as well as 
iiiaecnliue, and lone was then the true form for the adjef-tive. 
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MulneRH ; but sadncfis of a graud and aFi]»iriiig oitler. Let, for 
iiiHtaDfr fHi'uoe without individual iHu^tratiojiA there* is the 
greatObt risk of being mismidemtood)* ayy peisoii of innsufi? 
ReiiHilulity listen to the exqftJiwte music eomjxv^l b}' 
lirtveij, IB an opHiing for ‘fl-ignore,'’ the running nloa 

irt the triniiiphal rjtum oi STenisading hont^ decor- 
ated \viih laurels and with ^Ims, withui the gatcB of their 
iwLtivo city ; and then say whether tlie pret^iding f(*eliug, in 
the midst of this tumultuous fesUvity; be not, by in finite 
degrees, trauwendent to aaytMng so vulgar as hilarity. Tu 
fact^ laiiglxter itself is of all things the moat equivocal ; — as 
; the digftn of the ludicrous, laughto is allied the trivial 
and the^iuean ; as ilic organ uf joy, it is all&d po the passion- 
ate ondlfhe* noble. Fitim all whudi {he ze^er may cuinpre- 
heiid, il should not happen experimentally to liuve felt, 
that a spectacle of young men and Women Jlowing through 
the maxes of an,jtdricate dance under a full rolume of music, 
taken with all the circuin&tauthil adjuncts, of^ sueh a scene in 
rich men’s halla — the bln/e of lights and the 

motiou, the sen like uiiduhiiion of licad^ tha interweaving of 
ilie figures, the uvuKrfcA,i;<ris or self-revolvipj^' both of the 
dance and the music, ‘‘never ending, stiH bi*;;iiiuing,” and 
the continual regeneration of onler from u .'j^tt-m of motions 
which for ever touch the vrry brink of confusion-— that .«.uch 
a sjwctade, with such circumstances, may happen to be 
ca]*ahle of exciting and siisiaining the very grandest motions 
<if philosophic melancholy to which the Imnian spirit is open, 
Tlie reason is, in part, that such a scene iirescnts a sort of 
mask of human life, v ith Its whole e(|iiIpAge of pomps and 
glories, its' luxury of sight and sound, its hours of golden 
youth, and the intenninable revolution of ages hurrying after 
ages, and one generatipii treading upon the flyihg footsteps of 
another ; whilst all the while the overruling uiiudc attempers 
the mind to the '‘spectacle, tlie subject to the objopt, the 
beholder to the vision. And aUHou^ this is known to be 
but onejplu^ of life — of life cuiininatlng and in ascent — 
yet the (and repulsive) .pluisis is concealed upon the 
hid<!da averted side of tlze golden arrac^ known but not 
felt : or iiq dimly in the rear, crowding into indis- 

tinct pmpdrtiotia. / The aibci of , the music is to place the 
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mind in a state of clcclive attraction for ever} tiling in 
Ii.irniouy witb its own prevailing Icoj. 

This pleasure, as on aiiuilair occ4U>iou>s 1 had nt 

]>rebeat; but luiturully lu a degree corruqtonding to tin* 
viicuxnbUnees of r&yal splendour ' through ivluch the scene 
I'cTolved ; and, if 1 have 8^>ent' xntber more .\rui\ls than 
^bould roiwwiably liute been Aquiaite in descdlb^ig any 
obvious slate of emotion, it is not because, in itolf, il u 
cither vague or doublfid, but because it is difflcult,' without 
calling upon a reader for a little njHoclKui, to convince him 
that thero is not sunietbing ]iarad(»xicu1 in the assertion, that 
joy and fi*stal of the highest kind, are liable to a 

n^uml combination witlt s<ileniniiy, or even with inehinclioly 
the most profound. 'Yet, to sx^ak in the mere {tiniplicUy of 
truth, so mysterious is hiunaii nature, and ho little to be read 
by him who runs, that almost i*v<Ty weighty asx**-‘<Jt truth 
upon that theme wilt be found at th^t Mgh^tio be btailliiig, 
or sometiuLea x>aUBidQXicAl. And so little nee<l is there for 
chasing or eoui:ti]^''|{amclox, that, <iu tin* C(»iLtrAiy,he who m 
faithful to his' own experiences will tiiid all liis eHortib little 
enough to keep down the x^nT^oxic.il *iur besieging niiich of 
what ho hu/m to be the truth. JSio man needs to mtirh im 
par«ulo\ in tliis w<prld of ours* Let him siinxdy confine him- 
self to the trutli, and ho will find paradox grouSrig evety- 
where under his hands as rank a« weeds. Fpr.pew .triiths^ of 
imx'ortaucc atv rarely agreeable to any i»W0.nceiYed. i^uHnha 
— that is, cannot be cxidaim d by these theories ; which are 
iuBuflicienl, therefore, even wlieiv they are true. And 
uuiversany it must be borne in iiuml — that not that in 
|uiradox wbirb, .seeming to be true, is upnu «‘xauimatiou 
fals**, but that which, &i.^n)ing to U fulne, may upon examinur 
tion lie found true.^ 

The ydeasure of which T Imve been hpcaking belongs to 

1 And tborefore It was with sUict propriety that auziouh 

fix public attuntiott upon somo tnitiis of hydrostutics, pui^islieil 
svowndly os paradoxein Accordliig to the false popular notion «( wImI 
it is that constitutes a paradox, shouU lie taken to nieuu Hint 
these hydntstaiic theOnuns were ihllacies. But far from it. >>oyle 
solicits attentiou to these proposithms—noi as seeming to U* iiut! and 
lulling out false; liat, reversely, a« wmbg an air of falsehood^ wul 
turuiug out Jaru^c “ 
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.ill Hiuli but «>ii this ptirticubir ocr.isiun tlurt' wah 

aK) trtnuc‘thiii« more. To Hf*e perBoua in *‘tho bculy*’ c>t 
wlioni you havt» Iweii reaihng in newspttpi'rs IVoiii fcbo ven 
oarlu'ht of your reading days — those,, who have hiilievto bei*u 
great vleas in your cliildiBh thoughts, to see aii<l to liear 
iJioiuug and talking as canuil existences aniong&t other hunidu 
beings -^liad, for the first *half-honr of so, a Mitguiar and 
strange effect. But this naturally waned rapidh, ath? it 
bad once begun to wane. And when tbesu firbt rtartling 
itiijirepsions of novelty bad woni off, it must be couleHricd 
that the peculiar eireunjstaricc*=i attaeliing to a r*/yal ball were 
not favourable to its joyonsnest^ or genial spirit of enjoyment 
I am not going to ivjwiy her nmjesty’s condescension so ill. or 
so much to abuse tlic privileges of a guest, as to draw u]iun 
my rccollcctious of u luit jiassed for the materials of a cynical 
critiiiue. Everytlnug was done, I doubt not, wbieh court 
etir][iiettc permiUed, lo thaw those ungeniul restrainlH which 
gave to the whole too much of a ceremonial and ufficiul 
cluractcr, and to etudi actnr m the scene gave too ninch of 
the air belonging lo one who is discharging a dut^', and lo 
the youngest even among the princifial |)ersonages couoerued 
gave an appaivnt anxiety and jcalonsy of manner —jealous}', 
I mean, not of other'^, but a prudential jealousy of his ou a 
possible oversights or trespasses. In fact, a great 
bearing a slate character cannot lie regarded, nor regard liiiu- 
self, with the perfect freodoiii w'hieh bebrngs to social inter- 
course ; no, nor ought to be. It is not rank nlmie which it> 
here concerned : tluf, us bcoiig his own, he might lay aside 
fur an hour or tw'o ; but he bears a repieseutative character 
al^. rio has not his own rank only, but the rank of oth(*i*s, 
til ])TOtect : he (buppodng baa the aoveisjign, or a prince near 
to ilio eucooBsiou) umbodics aud impersonates the niajtsty of 
i\ great people ; and this cliaiacUT, were you ever so much 
eiic*iurag€d to do so, you, the the lny spectator or 

^^assUter/* neither could nor ought to distuisB from your 
thou^ite. Beshles all which, it must be acknowledged, that 
to SCO brothers dancing with sistets—aa too often occurred in 
those duriecs to which the princesses w'ero parties — disturbed 
the appropriate, interc&t of the .scene, lieing irreconcilable 
with the allusive meaning of dancing in gt^neral, and laid a 
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upon ils gaiWy wliidi no frtiin tLt* 

lni;iu*st ijuavli-r cfnild ivimive, Tlii-i iiifeliciloiu arrant'* - 
iin-nt fuwed tl'fc tlitiTi{»ht8 of all preflent upon thi* exaltiil 
Milk of tlu' x^irlies wlnVh could <l]ctate and oxaci so uuumihI 
fill n'.Kortiiient. And that rank, again, it' pivhcnled to it.s 
uii'ler ouu of ila least liappy aspects; as inaulaluig a 
Jilnniiiiiig young woiiian amid*^t ftic choir of her co-evalh, 
laid Buironiuliiig lier with dreadful bolitmlc amidst a vast. 
cl'ti^^d of the young, the brave, the beautiful, and the accoiii- 
pliwlied. • 

^bantimc, as rcRpcctod m>>elf indi\i«iu,‘illy, I had rt\'i.soii 
to be grateful : every kindness and atb-nthm rIiowu lo 
me. My inyitutioii I was sensible tlint I owed eiitiivl} to 
iiiy noble friend, lint, /irtrmy been in\ib'd, t felt as<iiired,' 
from what piss4Ml, that it Woe uii'ant and pn>rjdc>d that 1 
shnuld not, by :uiy jiosHibiUty, be {‘elfer'*tl to think myself 
overlooked. Ijord Westjiort and I e<immnii1eat(Ml our 
Ihonglite <»ceasioiialJy by iiieaiLs ol a language adiieh we, in 
iluisc da}^'^, found useful emmgh at and which bmv thi* 
uiuue of iijiph, Thu language and the name were both 
derived (tlidt is, werC immt’dutklij m» i1eri\ed ; for n'iuoU ly 
the Zijih liingiiage may ascend to Nmeveli) from AVineliesteL 
J )i^M.ijd eton," a physiciau in Bath, w’hu attended me iii 
eomeit. wiiu Mr. Grant, an eminent suigeon, during the 
iioudescri]»t malady of the hoofl, happeucii to have hud 
ihna boiifct at Winehesler; and his ioasf)ii for removing thtin 
iR um'Lh mentioning, as it illnsiiafiH the welhkiiuwn system 
of /ttufftinj. One or num* of them showed to the ipiiek 
imilieal eye of Pr. M*q»lotnn syinptonw of dtelmlng health ; 
and, ujjoii crofcSpquestanuiig, he found that, bi'iiig (a« jutnon*). 
ftujs (lh.it is, bondumou by old preRcri]ition) lo uppoiut$;d 
RcniopH, they were under the neccsHiiy of going out nightly 
into the town, for the purpose of executing commissions ; but 
tins was nut easy, as all the reguhu: outlets were riosed at an 
early hour. In such a dilemma, any route, that wivs bai'ely 
jiracticable at whatever risk, mu^ be traverseil by the loyal 
lag; and it so happened that none of any kind remainc'd open 
or accessible, except one ; and this one uomniunieiitiim liap- 
]iened to have escut^ed susjflicion, simjdy herauMi it lay 
Ihrough a succession of temples and et^wcis sacred to the 
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godili-Maes Clt).u;uja and Scav^igarina. That of itself was not 
BO extraju'diuary a iact : tfie wo^ider lay in the number — 
viz., seventeen, were tbe actual amount of soi'red edi- 

fices, which, thronffhall their dus^and garbage, and nic]>hiti<' 
iiiiiL'asbeS} IheBO tUWTabk.YOABalB had^to thread all hut every 
night of the week. l)r. Maylcton, whan he had made thih 
dlscoyery, ceosod to'wono^ at the metlienl Bymjdoiiia; and; 
OH was an abuse too venerable and 8aciv<l to be 

toudhod by profane hande^ he lodged no idle complaints, but 
simply removed his soits a school where the Sadionian 
lyapi of tlie tuditerruueoufi goddess might not ilftei^cfi'Hie 
noctumal line of march so veryf often. One day, during the 
worst of my iUnesn, when the ]ki&ii-h<^arted docter was 
atteiQjpiing to amuse me with this anecdote, and asking iny 
whether I thought Hannibal would have attempted his 
match over the Little St. BeruaL'd, auppoeing that he and the 
elephant whicii, he rode had been sunimoned to explore a 
loute through ecveuteeu similar nuitt^iLees, he w*cat on to 
mention Uie one bole arcuxuplishmcnt. ikhich liib sons had 
imported fnuu Winchester. This Hri^ Zifh language, 
communicated at WixK'hester in any iwpimut fixed ivt 
of one half-guinea, but which the doctor then ei^mmunicated 
to me--^as 1 do now to the reaxier-'-’jlfra^. 1 make a present 
of tills InngUago witliout fee, or price, or entrance-money, to 
luy honou^ reader; and let him understand that it is 
undoahtedly. a beiinest of g ldcjr timea Perliapa it may be 
co-eval with the Pyramfda For in the famous “ Essay on a 
Philosophical Character ^ (I foxget whether that ia the exact 
title), a laige folio written by the ingenious Dr. WilkiuR, 
bishop of Ohestei',^ and published early in the reign of 
Charles 11, a telio wbicli 1, in youthfnl days, not only read 
but studied, this language is rccordod and accurately de- 
scribed amongst many other modes of Cj pyptical coinmunica- 
tiou, oral ORiiAiboal, spoken, written, or' symbolio. And, as 
the bishop does npt speak of it as at all a rmtU' inventidn, it 

This Wilkins rented by tnairiBgB to Ommwell, and 
batter btiSMm td the world,' psihap^ by his fSwsy on the possibility of 
a jiOSBSge (oe, te tl^lsmteis auUior ef the ** Pursiiii a of Lf tmtura *' sai^ 
by way of mstyph^, the iHHviiiility of a tranOatUm) to 

tiie iDOoo. , |.i ■ * . • ■ 
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may prol>ably at tliat thnA bavcs }k*oii je^arilcd as an antiqiio 
d(‘\ ICC for conducimg a convc^rsation in •locracy amongst l>y- 
sfiinders; and this advantage it Iins, timt it ift applicable to 
all Junguuges alike ; nor can it possibly ItKi, penetrated by one 
Tuit initiated in tlie mystery. The semt ia thia (and tho 
giandeiir of eimplicity ht any rate ^t haB)-^repcai vowel 
or tliphlhoug <»f every aylbible^ pinftxiug to tlio vowel so 
iL*i>eal(!d tlie letter d- , TbuK, for example ^—Sbalb we go 
away lu an lipur? Tliree houTs we have alrtnidy staid. 
This in Ziph becomes : — xcegf yogo (ujawgay igin agan 
hijugoiir i Tkreeges hougonn wege hutm^e ayahtn^udifijy Hagaitl^ 
It iim!iit not be supposetl that Ziph ]>ruce(d8 slowly. A very 
little practice gives the . grealest fluency ; so Und even now, 
Ihungli certainly 1 auinoi h«ave pj-actiped it ff*r fifty yearn, 
my power of aponkiug the Zi]ih leiuainh iniin)^>aiivd. i 
lurgiit whether in the Bishop of (l|u*«-tcrK accoiiul of this 
crypticol langnago Uid consonant intcrcahited be G or not. 
Evidently any ccfusonant will answer the put pose. - F or L 
would 1)6 softer^ jmd so far betn r. 

In this •Je&rnod. tongue it was that my friend and 1 
cominmiieatcd our ^i^inga ^ and having staid nearly four 
hours, a time quite if^Acicnt to ez])ress a proper scnlie of 
tlic honour, wc depaif^ ; and, on emerging in^ the open 
hJgh-ivad, we threw up our hats and huzzaed, meaning no 
sort of disnn]iect^ hut from uncontrollable }deafiure in 
iwivered liberty. 

S'HiTi jifter this we j jjft Eton for Trihml_ Our first d<s 
stii. r..,ji""b'i TT.^- TQini','o?Tonrse we weiat T>y Ifolyhead. Ihe 
route at that time, from ScuUn-ni EIn}*huitl to Dublin, did not 
(hn in older and in laUT days) go mind by tJhv^lcr. A Jew' 
luiles after leaxing Shrewsbury, Bimiewbero alanit Oswestry, 
it entered Noi-th Wales ; a stage farther brought ns to the 
celcbratc<l vaie of Llangolle n ; and, on reaching the approach 
to thiR about Bunaey on % 'beautiful evening of June, 1 first 
found mystdf amongst tbe inunnlains ; a feature in natiinil 
scenery fur which, from si} carih-vl days, it wus not ez« 

^ Ouc tvmis^iott ocean to me on miewing tids account of the ZIph 
—which is, that £ shoidd have dlreeied tbe aoeent U l*n plucf d on the 
inb^rc'olated syUahle : ibus' adiip WotM with the emphaM'H on 

yiyi ; rvn becomes 
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travogaut to say tliat 1 bad bangered aud thirsted. In no 
one expectation of wy life have I been leas disappointisl ; 
and 1 luuy odil, tliaiuo one^ex^joyment has less decayed or 
quilled upon my experience. A mountainous region, 

with a slender and ihal of a simple pastoral 

character'; behbld icf conditions ^ a pleasant permanent 
dwelling-place i . But^'tnus f&v 1 have altered, that iww i 
siiottld greatly pttfer forest scenery^r-Biich as the New Fomt, 
or IhetForest of Dean in Qloucestershire. Tlie mountains of 
Wales range at about tlte 8£.me elevation as those of Nortbeni 
•England ; three thousand and four to six hundred feet being 
the extreme limit which they reaeh. Generally speaking, 
their forms are less picturesque iiit£vidually, they are 
less happily grouped than their Bi^gUsh brettireu. 1 have 
since also Itogh nnulo sensible by Wordsworth of one grievous 
defect in the structure of the Welsh valleys ; too generally 
they tdke the basin shajie — ^the level area at their foot dues 
not detach itself with Miificieut precision Item the declivities 
that surround them. Of this, however, I was nut awaie at 
ilie time of first seeing Wales ; although the stHking effect 
from the form of the Oumbexland and Westmoreland 

valleys^ which ulniost universally jpgrarat a flat area at the 
base of the surrounding hiUs^ leyev to u*io Wordsworth’s 
expression^ "as ike floor nf a would, at any rate, have 

aiTcsted my eye, as a eut^iimstance it impressive beauty, even 
though the wont of such a fcatui^iuight not, in any case, 
have afbeted itae as a fault As somethi^ that had a positive 
value, this oharacicrisiio of the Oumibriiut valleys had fixed 
my attention, hut nut us any telling point of contrast against 
the Oumhrlaii valleya No faults, however, at that early age 
disturbed my pleasure, except that, after one whole day’s 
travelling (For so long it cost US oetween Llangollen aud 
Hfdyhesd}/ the want of water struck me upon review as 
painfully retnarkahle. From Q onway to Bango r (seventeen 
miisslm were often in sig^t of the sea; but fr^ water we hud 
seen nsMly eaf ; no Iski^ uo stream much beyond a brook 
This.ii.Mteialy a oonspicuous del^ in Nortii Wales^ oon- 
sidex^ as a xo^on of fine scenery. The few lakes I have 
since become soquaintsd* with, os that near Bala, near 
Beddkeler^'iuidhcijroivi MAChyBl^,are not attractive either in 
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f bt!ir furius or in ihtiir Accompanimeutis : t}io Bala Lfike being 
meagre and insipid ; the othei‘8 as it were uSBuibhed, and 
imaocomponiod with their fumitwe of wood. 

At the Ueod (to call it by its' common ooUoquial name) 
we were detaln^l a few da^a in those' unetouniitg tunes by 
foul winds. Our tijiie» however, thanks to the tioepitality of 
a certain Q||||jg|j 2 Jg]^^ that slatilon^^did not hang lu»vy 
on our liand8> though .we were impjdsoned» as it were^ on a 
dull rock ; for Holyhead itself is a little island of rock, an 
inaulatefl dependency of Anglesea \ wl^ch, again, is a little insu- 
lated dependency of North Wales. Tlie j^keis on this station* 
were at that time lucrative commands ; 1irtd tliey were giveii^' 
(perhaps ars^ given) to post<^ptaius in tlic navy. Capta in < 
Skinner was celebrated for bis convivial lakitts ; he didlKo 
honours of £tie pl^e in a Im^pitabk* style ; daily a&ked us to 
dine with him, and seeiqed as inexhaustible in his wit os in 
his hospitality. 

This answered one ][mrposc, at Ica^t, of sjiecial convenience 
to our party at moment : it kept us from all neceMiiy of 
meeting ea^ oth^ duHug the day, except under eircimi- 
stances where we'emiped necessity of any familiar com- 
munication. Why (hat should have become desirable arose 
upon the. following mysterious cliange of relations between 

ourseh'es and the Rev. Mr. Gr ^ Lord Westport’s tutor. 

On the last day of our joifmey, Mr. GL, w*ho had aooompauied 
us thus far, but now at.Holybeod was to leave as, .suddenly 
took offence (or, at lent, then first iSmred his offence) at 
soiucthuig we had said, dnue, or onutto<l, ami never spoke 
one syllable to either of us again. Being both of us amiably 
dispo^, and incapable of haying seriously nieditateil either 
word 01 deed likety to wound any prson^s fceiings, we wewi 
much hurt at the time, and often retraced the litOe iucidente 
upon the rood, to discover, if possible, what it woa ,that had 
Ud us open to misconstruction. But it remained to both 
of us a lasting mystery. Thiai tutor ^ IriAioan, of 
Trinity College, Dublin ; aud, I believe^ of considerable pre- 
tensions as a scholar; but, being reserved and, haughty, or 
else presuming in us a knowledge of our oflVmce, which u e 
leally had not|^ gave ua so apening for any explanation. 

^ WriHcn twenty ysam sgo. 
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To 1.1ie last iuonit*nt> liow«$vpr| lio inanijCested a puiititilioi,(6 
tegani io the clulieA of hU diargiv. accoui]«ani«d lu iii our 
htyat, nil a ctiirk and to tbe which lay u 

lir.1i oiii lit Hb taw oai4M«ri ; and then, etanding 
1 IJ* 1«ir one u^omeut, fce raid, "‘KiiU xiglii on detk — ‘‘All 
light, Kv/'aong wilt fhc ahipV Rtwafd: — ‘‘Have yon, Loi*d 
\Vi-et]^iorC yyu'r. biHilrloak with wn ? Yet, tir."-;- 
" Than jaitl ntiraj,‘Wtnu*n.” Wft iialc&od for a time to the 
iiieaturei] heal (ifhit Mniatiijgoar8,maml1jng more and more 
at llic utrooioua nature^F out orimo which coaid thut avail 
1o intcrccja ercu hit loet a liciUL I, ‘for .my part^ never raw 
him 4^.iin ; iiit, T li.ive to thinV,'ted Lord WentpuiU 
Keiph^^did w© ever nuiavel the myat^. 

Ab If to ini’tate our curiotitg^'s^D!!* rntfra, lionl Wei'tport 
phowed me a tom fragment of 'pB|ier fn hit tolor’s li.uid- 
which, together with others, Jliid^heen thrown (as he 
ludieved) pnrjni-viy in his way. If bc'.'^t riglii ni that 
U^licf, \i appeared that he hud itiipiwd tbe|M|ikiou]ar fniuiiK'iit 
which' WEB designed to raiw Hit veil nx^jafC^ pnh ; ftu Hic 
one hsij^diloed containcil ojiacily inawd-* Wjili 

to your lailyhbi])? unalety l 4 )i«ow l7'w f.ir ih>‘ 
acqoaifnfiince with !Mt. d'* Q. Hkidy servin' tn viiur 

poll, J think ] may now vuiiIutq to** that— - ” TJiuv;^ 
iUt. oufjfcd • jffjir oonLi \\u tort urn it into 

imy fnnlier revolaf ioiir ITowev’cr, holli of us i^aw the 

Tinipritity uf not ourselves prottisiim any mystery, nor (^ving 
any advantage to Mr. O. hy hd'ptflif^^Ocmimnnicat^^ and 
arciiplingljr, on the day nftcr we res^d Pttblih, we tuddmsed 
*1 circumstantial orcoinit oF oar jotumy iiiid' ous htde mystery 
io Lo dy' Altainon t In Englaud ; her it was deitr that 
the turn nod confided his myi^b^pi»'wroi](g&. Uer Iadyshi]» 
aii8wsi^<|i;Wlth hitidnesB ; but &iAjM tin^w|'any tlie 

at tmeddur our skill in 

conjectural intiTiiretatiou, and'cmr sinoerc ri^greta liunl 
Westpirt and I n^gretlod muE^ had not bebn a wider 

'maigiiae^liod to ihb fza^'eni'^'lCr. 0/s Jetlei* to Lady 
AUioncMW^^^ ns I could xtadily have minikkiiil 

his jbplira wntin^ it would have booQ'ssqr fur me to till up 
thus >ti^^ with /rttpert to 'your Iwlydiip's anxiety, &c., 1 
think I Uifpipw.yMbfam^ thak^ the sola)r systm were 
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NpAri'lied, there couLl not be fuiiiid a coiupanion more Goivioe- 
able to 7 oar son than Mr. de Q. Ilo speaka the Ziph tunnt 
beautifully. He writee it^ I am told, daeaicidly. And if 
there mre a Ztpli nation jut writ as a Ziph' I am 
satibfied that he wonTA veiy Amtt W'at theii^ of it ; a« he 
already is, beyond all rompetition, ai the hsU oC the Ziph 
literature,’' Lady Ah.mi<mt^ on n»ceiif!ng ttim, would io- 
fidllbly have supposed him mad ■ she'yculd have written so 
to all her Irish frientUi and would Lave comim^xiiUttl tho poor 
gr>iitlcniaii to the care of bis nearcst^'kiiismen ; and thus we 
Hhould have had nnno lifllu tndcinniliaiiinn fiw the aiinoynnco 
be had caused us, 1 mentigii this triile, simply betouee, 
trifle as it ifi, it inVolvw^ a mystery, and funiidies an ocenmon 
for glancing at that ’tOj^c., Mysteries as deep, with 'mtdto a 
little more iiti][iprtant and foundations a little soiindw, have 
many times croMA^me^hilife one, for IiiKtance, I .teeoUeet 
At this nioinontf kuonii jirctiy to the neighbour- 
hood iu which itpocm'ied. It ua-. iii lln-^county of S . 

A lady in.u'riodi')i|kd‘ married well, a- thou^t About 
Iwdve inontlis afkhFWords, she Tetiiiiicd Almie in a post^haise 
to her futiTcr'e house l jiaid, and dismis^ tlio 

postilion at the gate; mtvi\.d the lumsej ascSid^ to 
the room m which she* had {losied her youth^'and in 

the family t'y her namoj look poahpseiou iit in- 

tiniate<l by, signs, and by one' short letter at her first artivah 
what she would require L^*ved for nearly twenty yeam in this 
state of LalHs pe sec}uli^aiid silence ; nw ever, to the hour 
of her dcaUi,! plained what cirennislanGes lu^ .dissolved the 
supposed happy emnu^on she had formed, ' or 'w|iat hail 
Ijecome of herhaahaiid, Her looks an^geStures^w^re of a 
nature to repress qui^onis in the spirit of iqeftf curioriiy ; 
ami tha spirit of aile^tion naturally respMicd a' senot which 
was guarded so'eevmly. This might bo supposed a Spanish 
tale ; yet it happened hi Belaud, and iu a pretty 'pf$nlons 
neighboiftood. The roniaiioed ifrhidi' occur in jseid^.Kfe ore 
too often oonnected with ^faiMmUanj^ V criminali^' in some 
one among the paztics ooncSerned ; <m thataccounti mote than 
any other, they often jmjqpreudl ] else^ judging by the 
number whleh &iw- &llen wit^ my own knoadolge, they 
must he of mm fli^uent oeeuxrance than is usually supposedi 
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Aiuoii*' Mich roiiiaiicv8, those jierliap-*, futiii an uiniNual 
pntporlioii in which youngs innocent, and hi^U- minded 
pcrisnun have tK^de a sudden discovery of some {;roat jito- 
hi^acy or deep unwiorthiness m the })eT8on to whom they had 
surrendered Aeir. entire, offectioxub. That shock, more than 
any other, is capable of blighting, in. one hour, the whole 
after existenoo, and someidincs of at once overthrowing tli * 
Itfilance of life or of leaanii. Instances I have known of Itotli ; 
and such aiUictiona are the less open to any alleviation, that. 
Bomedines they ate of atuature so delicate as to preclude all 
confideniial communication of them to another ; and some- 
times It ilrottld be oven dangerouK, in a, legal s^^nse, to com- 
municate them. 

A eoH of adventure occurred, end not of a kitui pleasant 
to recall, even on this short voyage. T he ipa8aflgn in>l)ublm 
fro m l^ gJI ^ o yl is about sixty miles, I toKi'\c ; yet, from 
bailing wmd^ it cost us upwards of thirty hours. On the 
second day, going ppon deck, we found Jli^tpur only feliow'- 
passenger of note wus a w'oman of mi^,;ab&brated for her 
lx»Luty ^ and nut imdcservedly ; tpr a 'lovely jfreatnro she 
waa The body of her^traTplOrig eoaoh' bed been, os usual, 
unaluxig fiom the ** carriage (by lyUch is^'iechnically meant 
thTTheels and the perch), and placed upon dn k. This slie 
used as a place of retreat from the'aun during the day, and as 
a restfing- place at night. For. want of more intemeting 
companions^ she invited us, during the day, into hei^ coacli ; 
and tvo taxed our abilities to make ourselves as entertaiiiing 
as we could ; for vre were greatly ihsdxuLtcd by tiie lady’s 
btwty. l!3ie second night proved veiy sultry ; and Jjorfl 
Wcstpptt and mysmf, sulferlug from the oppressHm of Uie 
cabin, lefi our .berths, and lay, wrapped up in cloaks, upon 
deck. Itikving ialked for some' we were bot!i*on the 
lioint of jBsUizig aslee[), when a Uealtby. tread near our hf^ads 
awoke \ja It was starlight f We traced between^onraelves 
and Qie ,eky the outline of a man’s figure. Lying iiikxq a 
moss ^ jfae^uHDS, we were ourselves uudiatingiiisliablu, and 
the ^rM.^ved iu the direction of tjie cuaclu Cor firnt 
thou^l to laisB an alarm,, scuody doubting that the 
purpose of ilie man was to rob the u^q^n^ted lady of her 
watch or But, to, onr astonidiment, we saw the 
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eciauli-daor silently swing open under a iouA from mthin. 
All was as silent as a drooin ; tbo figure ^oor closed, 

and we were left to intcipirt the case as ^ wight Stran^o 
it was thu^ this lady otiuld pei^ilt heihelf to ndealote u]ian 
absoldte cDncoalment in such eii-ounibLiDoeh We reotdlccti-d 
afterwards to hovtr Lean! some imlistiint' nmuiur lai/rotl 
Hhout ^le packet oh* Uie day preceding, that' a |j[eaflemnii, 
and some even spoke of him hy name as a Culouel — - - , 
fur BoiQd unknown piirpme, was eonrralod' in 'the steeragi' 
of the padcet Ai^ olhor apprarflnoei indicated that tliu 
affair was not a' even, amoo^trtS^'jb^'s 

servants. To lio& « 4 m the story prodalindd 9^*'tnoral 
alrca>l\ »>ifliuibntty cdtrent — vix., that women of die highest 
.and iJie very Joirest imk atv alike tlirun'n too much* liito 
sitoati' Ill's of diingi^ and Uinpialhm. I might mention some 
ailditiiiiiiil cireumdSaeos of mininal aggravation in Uils lady’s 
cuse; but, Ob they would' tend 1o [ndnt out the reBl'persoii 
lothoM* .uquoinjl^iyrmi, her liMmy, I shall fdfrbesn/, She 
has anvv. inade a'‘i^se,ln' the world, and hai| waip^ne^ I 
believe, a t<dorabty.ifair repu^Uon. Soon Ilifter.swtriie the 
next iiioiTiiiig, a ba^vei^^. niumfiig of JTiwe, we drop^ our 
anchor in the fttn^ii|;r, of Dublin There wte a ' dead 
calm : i lio m-u was.like a lAe ; and, as wu were ^jSObe^xnilcB 
from the Pi^n4lQ nBe. ; a»vhoat waij^'Biaiineil to put us on 
shore. Thejoveiyiady^ unaware that we were parties to her 
guilty secrot^ went with..^' jeux!ompanie<l by lier numerous 
attendants, and lonking iw wutiful, and hardly less innoeent 
than au angel Long afterwards, liord West|H>it and 1 met 
her, hanging upon the ann of her husband, a manly and 
good-n.iinred mazi| of polikhed niaiiiii'r!!i| to whom Ae iiitni^ 
duo»l u* ; for she voluntarily challmged us aa her fellow- 
voyageiw, and, T suppose, hsd no suspioion which i^iated in 
our clircrtmn, She even'. jo^d, her husband in eoMidly 
pressing us to visit them at upmuificeat chaiFau, /. Dpun 
UR, mvautiine, whoteyet, oug^l be mp levity, the,mret of 
which aixidetit baj piif us in pttsiwloii proatf ,with a 
weight of awo ; we Anddercd at our own disooviEfy,; ami ul> 
both Hgi'eeil to drop ho hint of it in any direction.^ 

1 luml WpNtporCb age si that time was the nine n m own -Uisl 
is, we both wtaiUd a law mimllis of bl^ U itidi^Uectiou : 

VOI.. I ■ . .V* ■ * , ' F 
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Landing about three uiilefl from Dublin (according to my 
present remembrance, at Donleaxy}, w were not long in 
reaching Sackville Street, , ^ 

peet fttotnoU, nnii, jl 162L — M«1 But 1 had the ad^anfagp, ])frhai><«, in 
1 ]iifulni-«v nad tbsrrvaUcju nf life. Being thoroughly free, however, 
irom optBionaUveiH«|<^ J^ord Weelport readily came over to any view's 
of mins tar w}ii *h *1 ronhl fhnw sufficient *groaud& And on tliis 
I found no di fHeuRv in ini-.ii** 1 iin- ihat bonniir and fidelity 
did not finm mifficii iit giurantci » ii t thv custody of si^ ^'T«. Prvsencp 
of miihlao us to revive oiusS o>iligatinii<k iu time, tuiui uy ol recoUerliou, 
and vigilance 0%er one's own jnoiiientary bli^M nf so ab to kee}» 

watch over induvct di'^dosurun, are nlv> ri qiiiSito. Ai.'l at that time 1 
liad to biftaiirs Sritfain my own mnsinlmiuoo whw a «>i • ret hod been 
betrayed by a iicrsoa of nndoubtcd honour, but nio^t inadvertently 
betiuyadi'iud in pure oblivion of bfe Sagagomept to silence. Indeed, 
nnlestr where tlie secret is of a nature to affeoi some person's life, 1 do 
not believb that most people would remesiber'M'ond a penod of two 
yean tbe most solemn obligations to seorsKqr. 'wter a lapse of ibne, 
varying of course with tbe iierson, the mbstsfiee^ the secret will 
remain upon the mind : but how bo came by iha^tMqpsi; or under wliat 
clrcumsta^B," he will very prolwbly have fcnpitteo. It is unsafe to 
rely updn tbe most religious or *>uMumeutai obligation to secrecy, 
nnlesii -together widi tbe secret, you coult tnuu^Cir alsq^a magic ring 
that shonld, by a growing pTosmtrS or/fnihoCm^ a man Into 
timely iflturm and warning. 



ohajpteb'ix 

DUfiMJSr^ 

lit Sftckville S}tre«t atoofl tlic town-liouan of lionl AJpBLinoni ; 
an l here, in thft. teeakfafit-room, we found the oavl seated. 
]jong and intimately as l.had known Lord Westiiort, \t mo 
I iappencd that t hj|d'li 4 Ter seen hU father, who indeed, 
of late almost himself to a continued residence in 
Irelainl by liih own pitiiwtir eamebtueifR as an agricultural 
impritver ; *^wbi1iit for his ^n, under* the difficulties and 
dclayn at itiat timnof all travelling, any i^dence.'wWtevir 
in England seemeA jpluferahle, but es]>ecially a raidence with 
bifi luothi^r amongst ibo relatives of his distinguishud 
English grandfather,* and in such close neighbourhood to 
Ktxm. Lord Altamont once told me, that tho jounit:}’ 
outward uud inn anl betW(^ Eton and Westport, faking 
into act^onnt all the unavoidalde deviations frouk tlie ilirect 
ioute, in compliance with the claims <if kinship, 6u\ (a casi* 
which iu Ireland forced a traveller often into a perpetual 
zig-zag}, counted up to sometiiing more than a thousand 
milea That is, in elfect^ when valued in loss of time, and 
allowance being madc'fof tim want of ctmtinwUff hi ifauRe 
parts of the tiuveliiDg'dlJi^s^ Ihit did not aceiuratid]^ dovetail 
into each other, not tmn one hntire fortnigto^miist he 
annually mmk upon a Islionr that yieli1e«1 no eommoiisnralt* 
fruit. If pijce thO lo ng thr^-yrarH interval which ha<l 

^ Fust two psiigisf^s^iwsr; hnt tiis rest jmbcteiitially s rrpru. 
ductiou of a portion of De Qtiiiioe/s autobiogisphical jiaptir iu Ttui's 
Magashu for April ' « 
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and hence say own nervous 
npprelieuaioni ae vre were rueini through the siiburhs of 
Dublin^ tliat 1 should una^^idudj.hty a freezing restraint 
iifiou that r^nnicm to whkhfatldUr ^nph a reparation, both 
r.iiln-r and4iouiiiJUKt .hnv*« ]oukisi''fovWacd with autkipaiioii 
^•1 fUilijpiK Such oaacrs of uiiintehtiona] intrusion are at 
tiiii'v iii'evitabV;;'%ttl» to the leOst sensitive, they are 
always 'dbtm«iiig; niost oL' all tikeyare so to the izitiikler^ 
who in iR&iejela.-himBettlin the odd position of a criminal 
u'itlioat a crime. ' Her is!^ In the situation of one who iikight 
hi\o^ap^cd tojbe chii^.by a Bengal tiger (or, say that 
the whra a dkGriffs-offiver) i nto "^‘ypy vf. 

I ’hengfnjftp . ni yste nce. Do not tSSS\!SSS^ m7“ 'iniuTtr,' V 
iilieJpng*TCar tlic^ were no iiheiiff’s-offleeni At Atlioiis or 
Kleosia. \.,Kot inaikv, 1 uiiniic : but ]>friLAps q^uilif ii^ lu.iii y ai 
there of Bengal tigers, fn such a coig^' under whatever* 
eoinpulsion, the n)an hw violated a holy sedijaion. He has 
-coii that whicii he uuglit aU to JiavVeeeikV^d ho is viewed 
uith Ikhtcit by the jti'iMlogid Hjiectat^ , -Should he plead 
that Ihii vros his misfuitiine, and xkot.Uf.[jEiiiilt^ tlie answer 
wonliit^l^W^True : it was y<mr mufortoraa-; >we know it; 
uiiil it ii our mbrortune ti» be undar ft^ttecessity of hating 
you for it,” Bui iln-rc was no Caitj^for sinkilar fours at 
|ires<iiit ; ho iiniriu'iiil> conrJderate'^iu l^s kiu«l]ieri:> was Lord 
AltOjgo^C It is true, that Lord -Westport, as an only child, 
iiud 4 child to be proud of-*^Qr V'w^ rather 

lumdsome, and conciliated . general goodwill by his engaging 
mannm-^was viewed by his anaiety of love 

that siinietiiiieH became a1in«*st 'paiufiil-l6.wiriicsba But this 
natnnil yulf-siirretukr to a first ii^voliintary oniutioii Lord 
Altamonl did not sufiV-v to usuT^jiany su^i lent^ihened 
expression ae might too ikainfiiHy Kayp\reuiindod me nf being 
** t«uf to» maiky.'' One solitary holf-miiLUte being piid down 
as a tribute to die sancUt^s.uf the can, Ikia next care was 
TO witlidiMr izu-t tiio Htzwi|^, oppressive feeling of 
HiRiugezdbg^j And accordingly, sp Ar from reaUsiu^ the 
-tense intruder, in one minut^ under his courteous 

welcom%,i .fitA ndme to feel that^ as the cfimpaniou of his 
one darHng npon^edrih, me^^s o he^citol>ruhu&ded uithiu his 
paternal 



DUBLIN 


It must have been nine o'clock precisd/ wlim we onion mI 
t]ii* )imikra<)t-rooTQ. So mneli I know hj an prim ar^n- 
liiont, and could wiid^i Hiit it biu! fam Mfeitificall \ 

iin]nn*iaiit to knoir it*rM Sjijipitftaut, tor 
tins oocultation of a iitajr fte transit of u a second. 
Fi*r iho nrn wasftt nUced'c^^Qie table; luid 

fi^and, os a^vbole, is pri<!ueg83!to-W£nE^ yot 
Hack was our Sackvillo Street regiderityf that Abl to nnuli 
nine o’clock aimounced this pori^ic cvenfci at inversely tliih 
event .announced nine o'dook* *And*I used to 'Jiiiiini, 
however shockin;; it might sound to poor threadlMiri* 
motaphysician»i| incapable of lnuiAcon>Irntal Iriiihft that n«ii 
nine o’clock waa^^ pause of revealing tlie bra^fa^l* urn. 
but| on ihc^'CQS^Myv that the revelation u£ Uie' 'breakfaHt 
imi was the^tnia 'and eecret cause of nine o'dock — a 
]diciioiiiciiou-w1iibh tiilierwise no caiulid reader MIl pretend 
lliHi he onn altiifaetoiily ac«»unt for, often as He hna known 
It to come rbibudl The um was already throwing ux> iU 
(Mihinin of fuming njdst'; and the hn^'dcfas^table was cfivctvil 
wjtli J ^JC-ilqyfg acni 1»y a lady on the idianc^ Of Jjord 
lVivti>ort's arriM. s It wa*) deoTj theiefore^ tbat '-^e were 
expecteilj but so We liad been for three or flour, diiya 
previously ; the cTn'riiiou^ *lP.cgrUintjw of 

travelling at thhi cl9idAg.i^i;g of the oightccutfi ceuttirjr, that 
for three or four days moFO we i-hould have bci<ij ''expeclcd 
wilhout the least anxi^y^ in case anything had CMsciirred i» 
detain us on the roiad;.i^Xn fact) the possibility of a fJolyhead 
pocket Ijciiig l^,^hu.,|(kQ place Jn the caialogitc of advernc 
eoutiugencioa*^(^?)0\^ calculateil by uiolhers. To 
come by way nf LivtviijfrKil or UarkgiiU*) wnf not withnui 
ground.'* of nrasoiiaildB Ijga i I lavrclf had lost acc|uaintauccs 
(schoiillHA's) on each, itf ibo« lines of transit. . Keitln^r 
Bristol nor Milford ^ 

tion, But fmm Holfimai «mly one picket hod .S«^^ been 
lost ; and tfuit was days nf Qtieen AunC) Have 

good reamn 1o thfaik'ijbai a villain Woe '.on >ui«T hated 

the Duke of Maribortmij^i : so tliat this dna axeep^m&l cfu^c, 
far frum being looked upon as a piblic calamity) wmild, of 
Goiiise, be. qj|fdved tbjVjkfully, as clvaivdiig the nation from 
a scauip 
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I'vl.iii'l ^ -till ; 

mill Loril "Oorjivini'*, hIio IihiI Ivt-ji seHt vAfic.i-l} in • ii!*i 
j lii-l. Imfl won tlic rqiulAtion of having fnliUled lliiB 

iiii-ion tijth cnevig}- uiul f.uoeess was Ihon tlic Lorcl-Lieu- 
h riunt; fmd at that . he regarded with inora 

iTiitrvi*t than any other |»uhlio luaji. Accordingly I was not 
Horry tvvo momuQ^ariur our atVival, Loi'd Altamont 
Kiid to ui.at. breatfasli '*Now, if you with to ece what I 
cnJl A ma^, go with me ibis moniing, and you shall 
we Li ^ Qunny illia ; fot*^^h»t man who Las given peace both 
to the~Eni(t aw\ to the 'W'wt— taming a tiger in the Mysore 
tlidi haled Rnglnnd as mucli as Hannibal hatted Kome, and 
in up hy the roots al^pench invasion, com- 

bined with an Irlhh insuTrecUon-rrwill always .for me rank 
as a great .man.” We willin^y accompjuued the earl to 
the Plu nnix fork, wliere the Lord - Xieuten/int was then 
1 esiding," u^ore inivaUdy preseuti^ to him, I Inul seen 
an engraving (celebrated, 1 behove^ in its^day) of Lord 
Cornwallis receiving the young Mysore, princes as hostages 
at Seringapataui : tuid I knew the 00 :^ 00 ; ofvhis public 
servim Tins g.i\e uu an julditional iiitc^ost in seeing 
him: but 1 diA.ipp.jiiiUd lu Hud uu tqjLCt,! iu his manner 
of the CDPr^y ainl iii'ii\i!y I preMimed hii«i possess; be 
fitiomedy on the contrary, slow or even heavy, but benevolent 
and considerate in a degree which won the confidence at 
once. Tlim ue saw often ; for Lord Altnuiont took ns with 
him wherever htuI wdiunever we widied ; and me iu particular 
(to ivhom the Irish leedeiw of society w^re as yet entirely 
unknown by eight) it giatified. See persons of 

hlMtii'ical iiaiiici — names 1 m^ii, historically connected 
wiih llic gn»ul pvtuts «»f £1isabetli|e ot (.^lomwell’s era — 
jiiieuding at tho P Wiiix Pa rk. . Bul.tlio perivms whom 1 
r-iiieiuber uiost dii*iinptly of all wlioat'I wmp tlien in the 
li'tbii of seetijg, were L o^_Chu« . tlie Cbancelhtr, the late 
Jiord LoujluQih tTy (Him CasUere^lOi at.fljal time thei Irish 
C.lian^^jot' the KaKhcqimr, and' tlic Speaker nf the House 
of Jbfiter, simp, 1 l>elieve, civ^iofl Lurii Oriel). 

With the.Bj[Ki^br, indcefl, Aftomoitt had more intimate 
grifimds of amiieetion ihfiii w'itli any other piiUis man ; both 
huiiig dsnroteil to the eucouragement and personal super- 



DUHUN 


21 T) 

ijiiciideiicc of grcaii agricultural iniprovcniojits. Both ivero 
licnt on mtrodadng, through modols diitused extensively 
on their own estatesi Kngliili hnabaudzy, English improved 
breeds of cattle^ and, wWe 'was poAslble^ "'English 
capital and skill, intb' piral i!o^<^y of ^ ' * 

Amongst the splendid' ''spectadee' which T 'witpssed, as 
. the most splendid t mentis m I ttstalktm of ^ 
Kpiirij^fa^ yf J51. ^ piif riflV There VsTS sfat'^ffll^jKlir fllslafied.^ 

on this occasion, one of the six being £o(td idtai^Ont. He i 
had, no doubt, receiveil his riband ns a reward for Ms parlia- 
mentary votes, and especially in tne matter of the Union ; 
yet, from all his conwrsation upon that question, and fwm 
tlie general consoianfiousness of liis private life, I am con- 
vinced that ho aetM all along upon patriotic motives, and 
in obedience to his leal views (whether light or wrong) 
of the Irish- inteTesta One chief r^^mn, indeed, wbirh 
detained us in 'Dub&u^ was the necosHity of staying for this 
luurticnlar Installation^ At one time, Lortl AlUmont Iiafi 
dehigned 1o iakV^bis sou and myfudf for the two esquires 
who attend the n%tw*hiade knight, acconliug to .the ritual of 
this cGremoii;;r ;'[bat that plan was laid aside^ on learning 
that the other ^fire knights were to be attended by adults ; 
and thus, fnm being partakers os actors, my friend and 1 
buoaiue simple spectators of this splendid scoiiej wUch took 
place ill the So easily does meiv 

uxtornal jiomp aiji out of tho incmory, as to all its drciiin- 
Bteutial items, Icavii^ bohind nothing beyond the genonil 
impression, that at this moment I remcinber no one incident 
of the whole ceremonial, except that some for>Lish person 
laughed slpud as fho' khights went up with their offeringB to 
tJie altari^ the object ^ this unfeeling laughter being 
apparently Ixnd AlUmiont, who happened to be lame — a 
Hiugnlar instance of ; leyity to exhibit within the walls of 
such a buildingt'.and 'kt' most solemn part of such a 
ceremony, which lO 'iny.'IniRd .had a tiireefold gtHnilKur; 
firsl^ as seocndly, as lepresenting ilic 

iiiterlacings of ^livahy With religion in. the highest aHpira- 
tions of teih ^ thirdly, is fmHosai^plusing toe homblries 
and military, pomps of a people, so memorably faithful to 
St Peter’if^^ir, at toe ftmt of the altar, l^rd W'eetiMiri 
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and I Mt w-itli Lord My iff Jliey were both 

young ot this time, im. t>pv*«S®9 impirwve appearance 
of youtliful horp3n»; P«®®® ^ 

iiiiud, ablo; pioive tbAt,;'^idu^j^^jeara, ni>c much inoife 
thmi tw^mtyj.vliijdL HitldM (bstined in 

I -no hjjiin ^ liapx)iBiElb','tf l^th ^Ve had met 

1 .i.lh ^ ,bt£j?r ,'nccaHonB;^and tUeir ;ftnivcmiioii, ihiougii 
ilie co$|m .Qf .that day> puiiipf, wae the most mterefitiw 
< iruiinu^UjBe to'iius and the one whifh I reniciuber vilh 
inii^t 4vti&o(iusn of all /hat bolon^d tii the Indallatioii. 
Jiv thb iiray, one morning, on occasion of bome couvemtion 
■irising abouti Iridi - bull's ^ made an. with I.l•z 1 l 

Altaiuout ^.imte down in a liicmonunlttk^''^^^ crer> thing 
throughout iny slay in frolaml which, td 'jdy'recTiiig ud an 
P'lislhhuuiu, til Tie, or «huuU -apjiroauli lo, a 


bull. thia day, nl dinncT, 1 roi]q!r4;d from Ludy 

CasilereiLgh's conversHtion w'hat Mnich nie.ia^uch. T^oni 
Alt^nuiQ^.lat^ed, and eaid, '' My dear tliat 

it should w happen, for ii h ba<l tn dtuiuhlo^^jl^^giuniiig ; 
your ^uU Ja'jbeitamly a bull ^ ; but as bwraxzdy ‘li^y 
reagh.&'yo&c! ouuntrywiiin oi, and not /^.pfihiodhnn at all.*’ 
Lady' Co^exeagh, it hccfiiii, wae a dapgh.l«lr^^W i^rd Ihir^k- 
in^aipdiire i and her mniilon nuinc wb'Udy Emily IJolHirl 
One * other . public mM'ho there waa alKint thja tiiuo in 
Duldin, to the eye less captivating, but fiir more ao in a 
iiiuril bense ; more Kignidcan^ .praoiictdly,^ mom burdened 
with liop anil with fear, Thir wns^^e final 
of the l^rwhicli um^ ^ ^ imt 

know tlSl auy*o!ie''^uinlc*acV 

^ Iho iiiisa of a Ml la even yti usd ' ~ extra- 

onlinary, rouwderllnff that Sdgewi, '>E34l!^^hCT tact 

and lUeattutira power to Airniah the maiSk a^M^Won ; anil 

Coleridge A bia philowphic auhtteyiM, nttaiwt^ I think, 

with a moat Ihfe&riioiu retiult) 'But hnth have 

been too MKOovt in ihtfr' luliuMarNf!'*.. fnr example, 

Miw Wgkw^n3fst8,'U nottaLbaWWl^ Miller story, 

thatk..upM^»|lriMJ^ that it was 

atUZ oae V 4^e|n 'remarlfifi, **Ah ! Jsat aix 

milga W H^^i8 no ,bun, bnt a aentiinantal 

remark ' fHendahtp divides oar pahia HoCbiiiff of 

tlie khnl hara undMood X .Tlie bull ia a 

troo rapnAiibijM|^ pf ilw i^auO. • ' 
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in my or oould, so much i&ogago my raofoumlcF^t 

syiupalhice. Woidstroktb'fi, fm& 'sonnet on il^o eninciaon of 
the Vonclian Republic hn^qioi thetf pnUiriiac^-fllMs thf 
kat iwo^ lines would ^ 

admitting that had’ i^en* plaoe^in VAitie'MP^ich in 

a manner chhllengod an^/^t&untod 
change, the ]ior.t goes on .bo say that allthia loiig ^piiratifiii 
for the event ooiiM noi break the ahock'of it, it ^ 

true, bad boroujc a frha>1e ; but, after all, 

** ere we,'^Mdjinist em the vhetfe - 

Of that which ance was great iias pan'd mi ay," 

Hut here' Jho ,|ffe\*bins dnninistancos were ' for Siffmont 
from tliose of /V«nfco. Then wq saw a superannuate^ and 
para]} lie Btot^ sinking at any rate into the graven and 
^iJiliii", to of military violence, that only which 

a brief hiiiee ut ^eoia must otlicri^isc have yielded to inUffnal 
diHiay. tlia coiitraTy, w'e saw a young eagle,,.]ising 

into power, aq£[,. lOlihed premitturcly of her natui^ honburs, 
only beraus^ lU^did not coiiiprohend thi?ir valueV or hebiu«e 
III this gn^atl.'^faie she had no champion. ^ 

IKditiciil scnmj^'^i^r^rely thi'ii in heryoutli, connnen^ the 
jinifligious dereVipinputa she luis ^ince experienceil ih. p^ula- 
iu»n, and in resource^ of all k*ij*K / ‘ ^ . 

This great day ^ Uwtow h(gl been long looked, fomind to 
by me ; with also by my &;ieud, 

fur be bad" aiT^ rmK , ami was jcaloiw of wliuievcr 

appearucT L» liouchl tko of Mand. But it was ifot fur 

liim to say aoywJJhg ,^^ich should seem to iiiJi»each hin 
falhex'e patrso£|^ for the Union, and prcnwling it 

through Tet ofleutirngB it secsiiod to 

me, whenTm^W^^l^ifMi^ecf^ and songlit fo, ^lom 
Lonl A]tamont|*|^^’1m^\grpUT^ had him 

and other of to a 

iiicasure whi<di.^'^1e4(jk s[ilendoifr| and, 

above fdl, Kkbied'-{£t^V^ *itnd' plahe/'amdngst liie 

independent plates rf^urdpe^^ nor son 

was lilmly to ^i.j3^ea^ itkoW epude 'gmt popular 
^nolcnce put fdri^'tLpc^ recorded will of F^liaineiit, and 
cuiu^iel the two Bjuabto to per^iuate themsdvcs* Doloxous 
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th<‘y iiiUHt uf (‘DiiFM* have luokc^d, in mere conrfibtcncy ; but I 
faiieieil that intenittUy they wuuld have lansheil. Lord 
Altamont, 1 am certain, hciievtid te multitudes believed; that 
Ireland wonld.be tul vantages 

conceded if6 hef* aa tul intcgr^tfrqvjijQOe of the empire, mid 
v'uuld ^ve^bepefltd which, ^ an" independent kingdom, she 
b<id DoV It 18 noloriqubfthat thia expectation was partiidly 
realised. ' Bnt let 'us ask. Could not a large part of these 
boneftts hnve^been secured to Ireland, remmiiing na she was ? 
Were they. In any sens#, dependent on the sofcrifiec of her 
aeparota .]^liament? Fop my ijart^ I believe that Mr. 
r^^XBOtive for insisting on a legislative union wus, in :i 
amall piopoTiiozi, perhaps, the somewhat elevati ri de mre to 
connogt hia own name with the hiat<idcal cha^s the 
empire ; io have it atamped, nut on e^'cnN so fugitive as 
iBewtif war and peace, liable to oblivion qa? eclipse, but on 
the pernianmit relations of its ijitoginl jinrts. In a hIiU 
larger proportion J believe hia innllvo to Iwve been one of 
pure convenience, the wi^h to cMiiicitito hinisclf from the 
intolemble vexation of a double parliantei^ Jn a govem- 
mont such as ours, ao care l.vh*!i ai any ruto, it i» certainly 
most JhiuraBsiiig to have the of hOliciling n measure by 
man^ment and influence tw ire fivrr hials to organise, 
two^ atorins of anxiety to face, and two retrtict»)ry gangs to 
diacipliae, instead uf one. It must also be conceded that no 
Treasury influence could aiwaf/s avail to prevent injuiious 
coUiRions between acts of the IjgjJi and the British Porlia- 
ineutA Tu Dublin, as in LondoA, the goyemiuSnC must lay 
iU account with being occaaionally ontro^]; this would be 
likely to happen peculiarly upon IrisK'^q^uartldna. And acta 
lof favour or pPoteclMu u wuH at f imrs rai tohalf of Irish 
I intefeatfl, liojL only elajhiugjvilh ns ocio, g 0 U<;,ail niiea of the 
■I'l'iilral giiverniiK'iil, bill iudirtcfly (ibroiigb iho virtual 
riiit^./lidatioh Ilf lb'* two islands siuco the ehi of htoamj open- 
ing einllcaa iiii-an^ fur ovadfiig nritiab oven wiiiiin their 
own soporate ^phepo oE operation. On lh«w consiileratlonH, 
pven nn I^liznan nni'-t ginnt tbqt public ponvfjnicnce called 
for the absoixi'Uon of at! local or provincial aupreinaoiea into 
tho central oapranvicy. And there wm two brief argomeuts 
which gave weight tu thoae* conrideratioha ; first, that the 
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evils likely to arise (aud which in France hare ariecii) 
what is termed, in modern politics, the principle of centralw- 
itiimif have been for us either ev^ed or neutr^JlsfMi. Tlie 
Iirovini-ca, to the very furthi^ iiddk of ^cse '^udofe-ehotten'* 
islands, react ox)On liondon. u powerfully ^ft'iLoSSon acts 
upon ikm, so that no countii^iBe ia with ub, aa in 

France it is, to any inordinate iinfinetiee *at tike centre. 
Rpcrmdly, tlie very pride' and jealouay which could avail to 
dictate the retention of an independent parliament would 
effectually preclude any modem ** 

its object to prevent the collision of tIi*- 1f>.‘al eitli the central 
^rfiVCTninent. &oli would be supreme w^iUiin its own 
sphere*, and those siihf^rcs conld not but clash. The sepaiatc 
Iri^ Parliameut was originally no badge of honour or' 
iiidepondenoe : it began^in^JG^vea, ol cgnyeni^iipe- or 
])erlui].)B necesui^ at a period when the communication was 
<l}t!icAilt, b1ow> and interrux>ted. Any ]j(irlianient which 
arose on thaffboting it was possible to guard by a Poynings* 
Act, making, in, effect^ all laws null whioli should happen to 
contradict ^e's^iimiie or central wiU, Jlnt what kw, in a 
corres|)onding‘^emper, could avail to limit the jurisdiction oi 
H parliament confeseetUy had been retained on a 

pnncixde of luitionQl honour I Upon every consideratioi], 
therefore, of conyenience, and were it only for the necessities 
of public business, the absorption of the local into the central 
imrliaiuent had now come to spdak a language that x>crhii})s 
could no longer be evaded ; and that Irishman only could 
co?L«iHt<jnily oppose the measure who should tfike hts stand 
up>n ])rinciplQa transcending oonvunicnce ; looking, in foci, 
singly to tim,liWOQr«aiid dignity of a country which it was 
annually, UiSiAmipIg le^ absurd to suppose capable of wn 
independent eaistehee./ ^ ' ' ' 

Meantime, ia’ th^, days^ liidand bad no adequate cham- 
pion: the 'Hggdg^^d'.Ae Gifgjiifbns were not, up tu the 
mark. ftefrswESry.'aa ths^. were, they moved within the 
paling of order and decorqjm ; they.wwe not the Titans for 
a war against the heavena , Wpen the public feeling 
beckoned and IcnuUy supported them^^they could follow a 
lead ' which they a^fpeared to, head ; but they could nut 
create such a b^y of public fading ; nor, when created, 
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cfuiM they tlmnv it a sinijihle organisation. Wiiat 

they couhl do was siinply aa iniTWstpriAl ugeiita ainl rhclo- 
riciaiiH to prp^cute , auy^ * iiiovciuont, when the 

imiioiial arm lieul clpyeiL .a.ch’axuiei, .'uod.opeuud the mad 
hefure • Obn^qtfeiilly,' Opening for a fnr- 

1 iilent of thniider paeaed wimpiroved ; and the great 
day dvew near without ^mptuina of* tempest. At last it 
arrived i And 1 romemher notlung which' indicated as miicli 
iJl-tepipcr in the public ruind aa 1 have seen on many 
laitifiruda of orcasioua^ •irivi'*! hy comparison, in lifmdon. 
L(»nl^^estport and 1 were determined tio part of t.lu^ 

scone/^diild we went down with Lord Altamoni to ibe lJoiis(\ 
It was ahbut tho middle of the day, jiud '.a givat mob filled 
the whole sj>are about the two Ilonsi^a. ' As Loi^l Allaiin^^it'b 
ccNich drew up to the steps of tliut sjdendid CiUiie<‘, we heard 
a ]wodigiou8 hissing and hooting ; niid I Wi&8 xeuUy agitated 
to think that Lord Altamonte whom I and respected, 

would jirobably haye io make his way ^thiotiigh a temjiest of 
latblic \rraih — a situation more terriAo Mfb .tiidn to others* 
from hifi emlmrrusRed walking. I found, huwuver, lhar. J 
might have spired my anxiety; the siiliiect of.eoTiinKitKin 
was^ uiiptldyi tliat Major Sirr, or Major Sw.*in, I forgi»t 
which 0)001 being so celebrated in thc^ days for their 
enetg}’ os leadem of ilie police), h«dMete*-t#*d A i»f«r«nn in the 
act of mistaking ^somo oilier man' j ' .i i*. ' i< h:- i* for his 

own — a most i^tural miafali^h, I Aould fancy, whcTi*. })eo])le 
slooil <injwdod together so thickly. No storm of any kind 
.luaited ns, ohd yet at that moment ItbeYe was no other 
Arri\al tj» divide the puhlv .itieinion j for, in ontiT lliai we 
might tee .{.verything from lir.<t to List, wo were ainoiig*-l the 
ref\'«ariiefii piortiea, N>-irli(:r did our ifarty escape under 
.ni\ 'uiiy4iit1ce qi the crowd ' sik-ncii InuV cucrceik-d to tho 
uproar cau^ by the temUr nieuiuig between tl r theT and 
the major; and a nun, who btoo>i in a oanspiiamiis Mtn.ition, 
}inH*l;utne4l aloud to those below bim.tte name or title of 
they up '‘3*lial," iAid ho, “is tiu? Earl 
Ilf Altanuuilj tbe lame gintleinan, T meaii,? Perhaps, liow- 
eier, his kuowMge did not- extioid «ii far bb Io the jiolitics of 
.1 in.MfniauVfitt Jmd taken vii'l'ni or factious part in 
puhli*' alliuna ' At Iroiit tliv dixudvd iusulis did not follow, 
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or only in tho vaiy luainfestaiious. Wc enlen'il , 

ancj, by way (if siHfiiig ever^'thiiig, we' went even to Hie 
robini;-room. The man who prcsentefl hie'^ro,^ to TiOj'il 
seemed to nip^ of wb.^Yi t '6aw.ijCm.i1Sai day, the 
one who wore the face of dee^at'^dqin v:»ion. Uut'i win Llnr 
tins indicated the Io&k of a lucititive Mr>inlinu, or wa*- reallv 
di^'intei-esU'd Borrow, growing o{:» i* triuls' irnnUt iii Ihc 
kuowluJjjre that he watt now i-fN- i .''i.u* r>>. llie last, time, i 
could not guess. The House of Loixhs decorated (if 1 
ii>meinber) with ^ngillgs ^eprescidung the bahle of thi^ 
IJoyiie, liras nearly empty when we enfjiivd — au nocideiit 
which fuynished^to "Lord Altaniont the (»ppiirlumty rer]iiin*il 
for expluinhig ns the whole coiirsu ami cereuioniril of 
puhlut buidiiees on ordmlury occnaioiis. 

Gradually the House filled : beautiful woiueii sal iuter< 
uiiiigled atbojigst the peel's ; aiuh in one lurty of these, siir 
Toiiudwl by a .Wvy of adiuircrrt, we haii our fair but fr.ni 
eiiehtintroBS yf tW pocket. Shti, ou h^r ]tart, saw and 
l•eeogui^c•d us J)y an^affablc nod ; no ataiii iii^on her check, 
indicating she suspecU'd to whut (‘Xleui kIw iv'uh 

indebted to otiV jdiscretiuu } "for U i« a j>roof uf the uiiafTect» d 
Hurrow aiMl th^'^lomn awn whieh opprosed us both, that mh 
had nut lu^mucd,' oven to Loi'il Altaiuont, nor ever did 
ineiitiou, the' Rcene wliitft chain e had iv\ealed to na Ne.\f 
ciunf* a htir withiii the liuuho, and an ujimur ivsounding i]v)]n 
without, wdiich announced the utiival of jiis Excellency 
Jjitermu the house, "he also, like the otlnr i»oeift, i^lieeJcii 
l•luud to lh(* throne, and made to that nty^tcriuiih Reat a pto- 
fourjtt lioinagCd Tlieii eouinionced the public buHin^*^*4, irt 
which, if I recoiled, the Cbjiucellor pl.iyed the con 

spicuous iiai*t-«thttt (‘hiuiccllor (tiurd Cliuv) of wlioin it wfia 
aHirnied in those days, a |)o)iliedl opponent, that he might 
swim in the iiiAo^nt blood which lie had caused to be shed. 
But nautical men, I auapect^ W'ouhl have demurred to that 
estiuiate. Then were summoned to the bar-' sanmioned foi 
the last time— the I'en^h'men'of of Oummons ; in 

the vmi of whuiji, :iii i iir i'* lug all eyes upon him^slf, stood l^ord 
Then cfime tlie xecitatiou of many aelR pa^s^d 
during the sessioii, and the sounding ratification, Itie jovuii 
, ** Ammlt et autu toium trsmefecit Olyiupims'' 
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(uulanu*<l in llic Hoit fait wmmr il ed or tlip more 

peri'iuptoiy Lc Jim h vfiU, At wludi point in tbo order of 
t«uci'e:»hii>n i^nie tlio royal aoScnt to tlie Union Ibll, L ranuot 
(IjVlinelly iTjCollGit. But one thing I recolkct — that uo 
ainUblfi exptwiou, no buzz, nor lunpiiiirt nor even, 

ti‘4tihed the faellngR which, doiibtlei!^' lay rankling; in iiiaiiy 
\ osoiua Setting apsirt public or patriotic c«iu«i(lorationa, 
even then I said to myself, as I surveyed the whole ussi'iu- 
hlage of ermined jicers, *^How is it, and by what un- 
aceountahlo m«agic, tliat IVilliam Pitt can have prevailed on 
ull these bemditaiy Jegihtators .and heads of patneion Jioii.s»'ri 
to renounce so easily, with mdhirig worth the name <if a 
struggle, and no rewanl woith tbo name of an inden mitiga- 
tion, the Very hrightcbf. jewel in theit' coronets / Tins 
morning tliey nil rose from their couches Peers of Parlia- 
ment, iiulividnal x^lbiin of the it'alm, indispensable ]mrtieM U* 
every law that conhl pas^. To-morrow they will be nobody 
— men of straw — itrm fiUL What madness has pert*u.ided 
tiiem to part with their biilhright, and to cashier theuiselves 
and their children for evcT into mere titnlfor Lords ?” As to 
tlie CWiuoners at the bar, ihfit case whs ditfoeii' : tliey 
faa<l no life estite .at all events in their honours ; and they 
might liave tlio naino chance for entering the Impenul 
P.irl lament amongst the hundred Itish members, as for re- 
entering a native Parliainenl. Neither, i^ain, amongst the 
lieiTrt 'ViiH (ho case always e<iual. Sovtrsd of the higher liad 
English titles, whicli uould, at any late, open the centinl 
Piirliniiient to their ambition. That privilege, in particular, 
iittuclied 1.^ Lord Altamont^ And he^ in any case, from hi^ 
largo projKiity, was tolerably suw of finding his way thither 
(iip in fact for the rest of his life be Aid) amongst the twenty - 
fight RepreBontative Peers. The woadesr was in the case of 
]adly and obscure lords, who Iwd no weight personally, and 
none in right of their estates. Of tiliese men, as they were 
notoriously not onriched 1^ Mr. Pitt, as ttie distribution of 

^ Aeoordiug to my remenihrance, he was Baron Moiiutiagle in the 
Eiighsli peersge, [Not at this dates not till 20th February 1800, 
when he "wm created a Uiirua of the United Kingdum, by the title oi 
JJaran Muntesgle of Weslpoi't, Co. Mayo, liaving been Marquis of 
81ij$u in the Iridi peerage since 20tli Tiecember 1800 ^.M.] 



lifiiioiiVR Mah not no lioiiinir (.Mniltl cuiiiitL*! 

Viul tliL* ojitt lli*'y con 111 nut, and ^'HIlIlot, lutliotii tin*. 

|Mthcy. Tlins niui'li I am mn* of- -that, had Hiwh a measure 
hcr'u |>ro|»oHed Ivy a jifilitical {^peculator previously to Qm^cu 
A line’s reign, he 'ftniiM Lave been seontifd as a dreamer anil 
;i vHiundTv, a\]io calculafed upon men being gelicrally some- 
¥k}i.iL wor^c tliHU Esau*- -viz., giviiif^up their liirthrighls, arid 
without Qin mesa of pottage. Tb-w. 

day, tlius it ww Jhe IJnioji was Ratified ; llic bill received 
the roy.il asaeiit without a or a whlsperlDg, or tln^ 

})T'ute-<tiTig oeho of a sigh. IVrluqia then' iiiiglii be a little 
)ifiii.-e —a sileuee like that whiili lolhuvs an earthijuako ; bill 
tJiere was no fdatu>spoken L ortl Bellifn e ii, as on the 
j'ponding orrasiou in Edinbuig^, to /i[n u]* Ihe^sitoTice with, 
“So, tliei‘#''.s an nid of an aiild sang • ’ All 'iva-i or looked 
eoiirlly, and IVee from vulgai iMiiotion. One person (jidy f 
leiniirkeil fMalmvs were Riuldeidv illuuuiirttoil by a 

siinle, a sai'castic araile, 'Jih T read Jl ; whirli, li«>wever, might 
he all a fau<^*. It was Loiil Oantlei'MgU ; wdio, at the 
moment wj^en the irrevocable ntuds^weio pionouneid, 
looketl wdth a p<Mii*l rating glauee mnongHt a party of lad le'^ 
Ilia itwn wife was onu of that parly ; but I did not discov*-! 
the jiarticular olijeet on whom liis smile hud eettlofb After 
this J Innl no leiHuro to be interested in anything wlnMi 
follnwi-il. “ You are all,’ thought 1 to myself, a park (»f 
Vfigiihonds lumeeforw'aiil, and mtevlojior.i, with actually m* 
more light to be here tli.in lujself. 1 uni an intruder; so 
.iTv Ajipareutly they themght so 1llelnsf•lvc^ ; foi, 

souii ciftr-r thii» solemn of Jove had gone forlli, their loi«l- 
^liip'*’, having no farther title to their robes (for wlin h 1 eould 
not help wishing that a party of Jewish old-cb-tliesimn 
would at this inomnit biive appeared - and made a loud 
bidding^ made wbat liaste they could to lay them aside inr 
ever. The Housi* dispersed much more rapidly than it had 
asaembled. Major Sin* was found outside, just where we h ll 
him, laying down the law (as before) aliout pockeMmiidki r- 
cliiefs to old and young practitioners; and all j^aitui 
adjourned to find what coiipolation they might in th«- gn at 
evening event of dinner.^ 

' The last sitting of the Xriji Pjirlianioiit, IhuH eoninii'iiioiuieil 
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Thns wo wire fet at liberty from Dublin. Parliaiuoiits, 
and lusUilliitionS) and maaked billa, willi all other eecondtiry 
bjiltiiiiiuura in uelebratiou of primary aplondourK, i*etiex gloru'a 
that ivv^rberat^ onginal glories, at length had ceoscti to 
upon tlie Iijeh lueiropDliB. The as it la 

'•ailed in great cirio^^ wan "over 1 unA^iiunatcly the hiMl aoasoii 
ihat im ever itetdined tn^illiuninate the aoeietv or to stiimi- 
late the domestic Undo of Dublin. It began to bu thought 
bcandalcrus, to be> found in town : nobody^ in laid-, ivniaiiioih 
except WUfii two hniidnei?' thonsand p''o]»lp, wlio iii'Vfr ilnl, nor 
evor^d^d; weworiuine; and in all lieJand ilinv i-uiaiiiod 
nothing at all to attract, except Hfti wliieh no kii.g, nnd no 
two Bdtwes, can by any conapir.ii*y ahidipli-' \iz., ilu* heauty 
of her 'meet vmlant scenery. 1 ^h-ak of that ]ifLii wbicli 
chiefly it is* that J know — ^thc siL-iirt\ of tlu* (^on- 

iiauglit beyond oilier province!-, uin', iu (.'onnnii^jhi, Mayo 
beyond other couulicii. There it was, end the county 
next ^adjoining, that Ijord VHamout'ri large ^estaU'o weix' 
Kituated ; the family nmubiou and beantifiil park bang in 
Mayo. Tliithci', as nothing else now mmain^ 1q di\ei‘t us 
froiti what-, in fact, we had thirsted''for tluviighout the heslH 
of sumiaer, and throughout the magn1$ceni^\trf:thc capital, 
at length we bet off by luovementB tiA Idow emuitoub as 
I tliifbc uf any royal prof/rr^in the reign of lElisalielh- Making 
j brit short journey** nn ^»ach duy, and ix-sting slXTiys at,,tho^ 
‘ Imube o*' p* s .. 'i Ineud, I thua obtnmed an opportunity 
of seeinu the bid Iridi" nobility and geintry mote extensively, 
and on a^nore intimate footing, Hum hoped for. hiu 

ex]terioiioe of this kiml. throir;hont my' whole life, so much 
lutercsted mo. In a little, wwk, not ^mucK known, of 
Suet/oniuR, jlibe most interesting reco)rd whikh ifurvives of the 
•*aily Ttonian lif4»rat,UTe, it cfHues oiil inerderitahy that many 
books, manyidioims, aud vubal j^ef-ulinilUvA In-loiigitig to the 
prnnitive ages of Roman ouliure, were lo be fnuuil -nil linger- 
ing in tiie old Roman setLli-iueuts, both Qanliih utnl Npanish, 
long after they li i>L bfconie ifbcolete (and sometimes uniutel- 

by Do QhjnCey ftonl fitli owli recollections of his Dublin visit, was 
in dudjj^^''0 : the RiH fv tiu* TTnton of Ireland with Great Britain, 
to fcaio ciiwt from let thumaty 1801, having by that time been 
fuiiglit tliiiiiii;1i all ill •ijit!**''* ui both Parliaments, — M. 



m Roiii'i. From tlie uml the Qillniuity ul* 

cumiijimioatioii, the want uf newspapers^ &i*, it followed, 
naturally euou^li, that the distant provincial tuwiui, though 
not without their own sej^rate lih'rature and their own 
literary profoPMirs, wore always two or three generation m 
in the lear of the luutropohs ; and thus it luippened that, 
ifhuut the tiino ol AugUbtiis^ there if ore some gcammatid in 
Uoine, aiHwernig to our hlack-letter criticti, who sought the 
iijat«‘rial of their rescaz'ches in lioulognc (f>t! 8 >>vria€nm), in Arle.'. 

or 111 MarheUltifl Novki the dd Iri^li 

nohihty — that }Mirt, I meal), which might he culled the rural 
iiohility — stood in the same rehitiou to l^uglisli maimers an<i 
cu,^toins. Here tuiglit be found old rainhhng hoUHe<, in thi‘ 
style of antique Bnglidi manorjtU chatc^nux, ill planned, ]ier- 
hajis, as regarded convenience and eeorioiny,Avith long Mtnhling 
galJencs, and windows innumerable, that evuiently had ncv<T 
lot iked for that severe audit to which they were uflerwuids 
hiunmoncd by William Pitt ; hut displaying, in the dwelling- 
rooms, a uomfort and ** cosiness,” cumbincd wdth magnificence, 
not always dfo effectually attained in modem times, lien* 
were old librarku^ old hutlexa, and old euntoins, that seemed 
<ill alike to belong to tlie era of Cromwell, or even an earliei 
eia than his j; wlillet the ancient names, to one who had some 
acquaintance w'itb the great events of Irish history, olleu 
slreogthejicd the illiisiou. Not that 1 could pretfuirl to he 
f.iuLiliar wiih*TriHli history rfs Iri.^h ; hut, oa a uons 

chaiiter in the difficult policy of Queen Klizahctli, ofcChaile.'i 
!., and of Cromwell, uob^y who had read the ICnghbh hibtojy 
could he a stranger to the O’Neils, the O’Ouuinlh, the 
Ormonds the Butlers), the Inchiquiiib, or the De Burghs, 
and many scoiea beside. I soon found, in fact, that the 
aristocracy of* Ireland might he divi<li:d into two great sec< 
tions . the native Iiyh-^territorial tiiiures, so powerfully 
described by Maturin ; audjibfise, on the other lutnd, w lio 
82>cnt 80 much of their time and revenues at Bath, Chelttui- 
ham, Wt^ymoulh, London, OB to have become alln^^t 
entirely English. It was the former wliom we clmdiy 
>'isiled ; and I remarked that, in the midst of hospitality tlic 
most unbounded, and the amplest comfort, some of 
were conspicuitujdy in the rear uf tlie Engliah commercial 
VOL, 1 Q 
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as to modem refinements of luxury. There was at 
the MUiie time an apparent strength of character, as if formed 
amidst turbulent scenes, and a r acine ss of manner, which 
irere fi tied -W interest a stranger profoundly, tmd to impress 
tlieinselvies on his recollection. 



CHA-PTER^X 

JtBBlS JAISK MBELLTOK OV 1798^ 

Ix onr road t o Mayoj we were often ground rendered 
momoraljle, nOjC onlj^ by historical evciith, l)uti more receiiily 
Ly iLc disastroqs scenes of the Rebellion, by ite horrors or its 
calamities. Qn reding Westport House, %ve found oursdveh 
in «i1 ualions'ftiid a hcighboiirlKKwl which hail become the very 
ceniix Ilf fhs£ AtuiT miliiary those which succecdeii 

lo 1b<: junlii WibLiiLOii; and which, to the people of England, 
and rtill iiiore to the people of the (\>ntiitent, had oiferiMl a 
chur.i' ler of iiiteiift wonting to tin- inartilLcIal movements of 
blather Kochc aiid B ^n al Harvey. 

In tbo year l^fl-there were two gmit popular iusurivctious 
111 IreLind, Jt is usual to tiilk of the Irish Rebellion, ^ though 
ilieiv h:id been one rebellion and no more ; but it must satisfy 
llif' reader of the inaccui'acy })ervading the coioiiion repiulsof 
this lierioil, when he hears that llieiv W(*re two separate iv- 

1 The fixBt paragraph is froia the ume article in TaiCi Mutgtmar for 
Apiil 1884 that had snppiteii tlie Iasi chapter, but the rest is i^in 
Tail of May 18S4. De Quiucey luul msolv^, ,at this point of his Ta\i 
articles, to intcijpct a retrospect of recent Irish history, and lutl 
therefore stopped the course of the direct autobiography All he shotiM 
have fomichod tiuch a xvtrofqiM. This he did iti hia TaU artmles (nr 
April and May 1834 , hut, as ho reyemd the chronological order ut his 
iiairativo on republishuig,it inl8S8, it wSS the May nxuubcr ii>aiiiiy 
that 6uppiift*d him inth the matter for this chapter* He eutithsl the 
(.*1ia))ter simply “ First KebelKon"; which is unilitelligihh*. Kvfu 
“ F’lst bull KeboUion ” would be iiiisteadtug. Tlie title Firt.t Irish 
Itelu'llioii 'if 171*8’* definf'B cxaidly what he 
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btlliiJijb ; bt*i)ar.iti! in liiiu' ; bvparale in ; hL‘))ariile by the 
cliaracter i>i their events ; iuicl si'paraW even at* rcj;av*ltMl tlieir 
jiRixiniufe causes. The ui ihosc artfse lu the vernal j>aU 
ctf BiTiiiiiifcr, and wasted its fury upon the Comity ofWe xf oid in 
lli« ct^itrh of tin* hiTiijfd'iTn. The becoud arot>e in thTliuUiinii, 
*1:1(1 was cunfiued ontuvly to the u ]^i\ y:n ^ Oiauuiu^ht. 
ii.ich, resting (it is true) mHinca*! l■i■- n: ■■ fs^iiue, hail 
} et itsown Separate occasioiis and excitements ; for the Hibl aiHJM* 
upon a premature cxplasiuu tr«un a secret society of iiio"! subtle 
orgimisatiati ; and the sseoud upon the eiicuiirugi'mciit of a 
I'l-enuh invAsinii. And each of these insuirtTlbus hud its own 
Be]ianite loadoifi, and its own local agents. Tlie iivi-t, ilioiigh 
precipitated into aclioii by furtmiato discoveries on the }»art 
of the government, had been an^oii^y preconcerted. lor llirce 
years. Tlie se cond was an unjireni^tated e&rt called forth 
liy'A most ill timed, and also lU-roncerted, foivijgn invasion. 
The general pi'edifli)o.‘iing causes to robeUnm W'ere doubtless 
the same in both enst^s : but the exciting causes of. the moment 
weiii different in each. And, finallyi they Vere dividi‘d by a 
coiiix> 1 cte interval of tvio inonihs. 

One very ivinarkable feature there was/llDwover, m whit‘h 
these two separate zebeliions of i79d euixiciderl i and tJuU 
was, the narrow i^ange, as to tune, M'ithin ivMch each ran it^ 
CDiiTBe. lather of them outrun the limits of one lumr 
m mth. It is a fact, liowcvir Ktaxtling, that each, though a, 
pertoet civil war in all its proportion's, fieiiucut in warlike 
incidont, and the former rich in tragedy, jiaseed tlmmgh all 
the stages of growth, maturity, and final extinction, within 
one binghj revolution tff the imiou. For all tln^ rebel movo- 
lueiilb, 8ubse<xuent to the momiug of Vinegar Hill, uie to be 
viewid not at all in the light of znaziGSUvree made in tlie 
of military hope, but in tbe light of Unal btruggjes for 
belf pi-eservation made in the spirit of almlutc despait/as re- 
garded tlie otiginnl purtioscs of the wm, or, indeed, as regarded 
any purposes whatever Insyoud that of instant safety. The 
S(jliti*ti'y objcM't contemplated was to reach some district lonely 
enough, and with elbow-room enough, foi quiet, unniuleHted 
dispersion. 

A lew pages will rccapitiihite these Iw'o civil w^ai-s. I 
begin with the fimt TIio AVur of American Separation 
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tiMichetl ai»tl quicTcoiipil lln* tliy Hut hy waitm*' as it 

wvm loi' life tile West of Olirisieiiduiii. The \e.ir 

ITftd hroiiglit that war U> its winding-up ; and Hip sauie 
yojir it waa that called forth Gratfcm mid the In-j i Y«ilun- 
1 ^ 1 *™. Tlipse rotinthern came iorwranl a» allies oT^Knyaml 
iig.nmt French and Spanish invasion ; hut, once emhattlp<l, 
•^liat should hinder them from del|oting a flaw in their coin- 
nnssion, and reading it as valid against J^nglaiid herself ^ In 
I hat s«*nsii they tlid read it. Tlmt Jrelaml had seen her cmii 
case iliiiily reili'Ofed in that of America^ and that such a 
reference W'aa stirring through the national mind, appears 
irom a rein.vrkablo fact in the history of the year which fi fi- 
ll »wed. InJ.2£U5j ® haughty petition wis addressed to the 
throne, on behalf of the Roman Cntholics, hy an a.ss(jcial!un 
thet arrogated. to it^'Clf the btylc and title of a No 

mm could suppose that a designation ho oiniiioii.sly MpnifLcant 
had been chosen by aeddont ; and b 3 '’lhe Knglith Goveiument 
it WMs reedved^ as it was nu-ant, for an insult and a nieiia((\ 
What came next? Tlie French Ecvoliition. All llesh moved 
under thriMusplration. Fast and rank •now bLgon to gernii 
inte the sw-d ao'ini for tbe bm years preceding in Irelaiul . 
(oo fast and loo rankly fjr the policy that suited her sit.ua- 
Coucealment or delay, com promise or teTnjioribing,.; 
would not have been brook»*il, at tbi.s moment, by the fic*ryi 
tiuiiperameut of Irtdaiid, had it not been thnmgh the extj.x-j 
nrdimuw compositfon of that secret society into whicli th<-( 
manageuieiit of lier’ jiTirfiirs now began to devolve. In the 
\ear 1792,08 wo are told, cuininen'*ed, and m 1795 wj-» 
liniMlied, the faiiuuw association of Umf'd Irutmea, r»\ 
tlu'bc I'^rniB comwifinfrd and fuilahril^ vie ai« to understand nut 
the purfioscs or the uTrangeinents of tludr conspiracy againpi 
the exisl.ing goveruiacntj but that network of organisation, 
ilclicate as lace for ladies, and strong as the harness of 
artillery horses, wluch now enmeshed almost every province 
jf Ireland, knitting the strength of her peasantry into unilv 
and disposable divisions. This, it seems, was coinpleted in 
1795. In a comjdete history of these tirae.'i, no one ch«j»t« r 
would deserve so ample an investigation as tfais^ subtle web of 
association, risiAg upon a large base, expanding in proportion 
to the extent of the particular county, and by intennediate 
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tn sonic uiilciioivu ajtex; all so graduated, 
and in s-iu 1j ukv iiitcnlependenf*y, as tn wciire llie inslant- 
iiiieniis jm'iiagation upiivanls and dot^nwards, ]atf*rally or 
oblniiudy, of any impulse whatever ; and yet so effectually 
^liiouded^ t^at ngl^ody know more than the two or thxco 
‘ iiidividnat pgonts in immediate juxtaposition with himsidf^ 
Ity wliOa he cnminiiuica|r^d ^vitlL Ihu^ abuvo his head oi' 
Udow his feet. Tills organiaation, in faf*t, of the Uuito«l 
friehmeii comhiiicd the best features, aato skill, of the two 
most eUhmute aiul most successful of all secret 
H'cordf^ Jn history; one of which wetit before the Iriidi 
Society l»y centurios, end one followed it after an interval of 
five-and-twenty years. These two 

court of lian and extermination, whlchi hati)ag,?sdt!m*its rise 
m Westpbsdia, is usually called the S^t IMbapal of West- 
phalia, and which reached its full dcvulopnient in the four- 
teenth century. The other is the lieQeii|9tis Heteia 
rKrufpia)— a suciety which, passing tot 000 iff pure literary 
tlilejlanji, under the secret countenance of fiiejate Cajv) 
d’ist^ (Oien a coiifideutial iniuister of (Sa^), did no.- 
tu'dly succeed so far in hoaxing' the cabinefs of Europe, that 
oiie-thW of European kings put ilown their names, and gave 
their aid, ns conspirators .against the Siiltap of Turkey, whilst 
iTedulously supposing themsolvea honorary eorrespondente of 
a learned body for reviving the ortA And literature of At hens 
I'liesc two I call the most successful of all swpet societies, 
because both were arrayed against the existing adniiuislra- 
fiona throu^ut the entire lands upon which they sought 
to operate. ^Tho Gormru Society disowned the legal autho- 
li ties as too weak for the ends of jus1.iee, tod succeeded in 
liriugiiig the cognisance of crimes wilbln its oWh secret yd 
consecrated tiSurpatlon. The Grecian S«>ciety mode the exist- 
ing powers the &m1 object of iU hostility ; lived unarmed 
amongst .the very uiipressors whose throats it had dedicatetl 
to the Bobre ; and, in a very few yeari^ saw its puriiose 
aocoinplifih^ y 

The.Soc!f^ oftJnited Irishmeu eumbined the best parts 
in the oipinisatlnn of both these ceAret fraternities, and ob- 
tained eMr advantages, no. sodely prospered in defiance 
of the nor wonlT'the governmeinf,' though 
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ATzmMl with dll the ]'wiwcZ8 of the Dnlilin ])o1iie .'ind of Mt.itti 
thuinlor, hdve sucrmW in inestorii);' tln« surifty ; hut, ou 
Ihe contRuy, the society would assui’edly have Biii-pn^Ml und 
in«i.slero(l the government, hail it not becja undermined l>j 
.IM^rfldy ih.Atmincnt for 

(tisp€*rHing hiiowIedgo^empWocl hy the United Iri&limeii, ia 
•worth mentioning, as at is npplicahlo to any cause, and ma^ 
bo used with much greater cfftKit iA an age whoa everyho»ly 
IS tauglit to read! Tliey prhiteil newspapcTS on a single snlo 
of the sheets which were Uiuh fitted for being placanled 
agaanst the w'/illa Tliis expedient had probably been sug- 
gested by ritris, where such news2ta2>er3 were often 
]dauaTded^ and ' general iy for the blooihVst purjioseo. fhit 
Liuu’pt, in his ® iSemoirB,*’ one conducted by him'-cll 
on better m^ciples : it was prinlcd at tin; jnihlip ox[ieTiM(S 
and somoramets mote than twenty thousand ce.jaes of a hingle 
uuniber were attached to the cornel's »»!“ ^iieets This was 
called the ** thoseJ^vlio are acfjnfuntcd with the 
** MeumiTS,,<JrT3R[dame EeJand’’ mil rtnii'mhcr that ^he 
cites Louv^'a ^ ^ model for nil of its class. Tin* 
“ ITnionSte" ivas the papi-rwhich the iTiiilcd Irishmen pub 
listiocl upoTTfliis ]daii ] pre^ iims pa)>ers^ the ordinary p)an- 
viz., the ‘•N'Ullioni Star” and the ‘^PrebB”-— having been 
violently put down by the govemnient. The " Union 
Star,” however^ it imwt be arhuowlcflgcd, did not so<*k 
much to elevate the people by addressing them through their 
uiidoi'staudings : it was merely a violent appeal to tlnur 
pas^il)llR, and direct^ against all who li^d incjUTed,tlu, dis- 
])b‘aMii^ of tlio jwjcufty. 3?ea'spn]K*i'B, iiieantime, of every 
kind it^'aa easjT jf/V the government to wupppefts. JBut the 
secret soeielby annoyed ami crippled the govevnmeut in other 
modes, which it was not easy to parry ; and all blows dealt 
in return wore dealt iA tUe daik, and maimed at a sliadow. 
The society called upon IrifiliiUicn to abstain generally fnun 
ardent spirits, as a means of destroying the excise ; and it is 
certam that the society was obeyed, in a degree which 
astoiiiblied neutral observers, all over Ireland. Tlio same 
society by a printed proclamaiiun, colled ujKin the people not to 
purchase the qnit-rents of the crown, which were then on 
sale ; and not & recei ve ha aik;mot es in payment, because (as 
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Ihe i»r<K‘liuiiali<n) told ilicm) a “l)urst*’wftB cominp, wlien 
HUoli j)i 4 »or, an<l llie secuntiea for such piircliasps, would fall 
to n nniJoiH discount. In tliis case, after much distress to 
t1)o ])uMic Hcrviec, government obtained a partial triampli by 
ibi* law which cancelled the debt on a refusal to'rcccive the 
state paper, and whicli quartered soldicFs upon all tradc&inen 
nhf) denvWTed to sucli a tender. But, upon the wlude, iU 
w!w becoming pm'xifany evident, that in Ireland there were 
two co-ordnittte govcnmients, ctuiiing into collisiou ot every 
step ; and that the one vibich more goncrally had the u])per 
hand in the straggle was the seert't Society of United Jrisliujun. 
whose memliers individually, and whoso local headquarlcrs, 
were alike screened from the attacks of its riTnl~via., the Stale 
Guvemmentat theCostlc-^hya dond of impeneianhledarkiiess. 

That cloud was at last pierced. A treachcrouis or weak 
brother, high in the ranks of the society; and dedp in their 
confidence, happened, when travdling up to Dublin in com- 
pany with a Royalist, to speak half irtysterioiLdy, half 
ostentatiously, upon the dedicate pndtion which ho held in 
the councils of his dangerous party. This weak man, 
Hejmolds, a Roman Catholic of Kilkea 

(/astfe, In SilihiTe, cojpnel of a lament ot United Irish, 
ti'easuxer for Kildare, and in other offiees ot trust for the 
secret sodeiy, was prevailed on liy ^Mr. William Cope, a ridi 
merchant of Dublin, who alarmed his mind hy pictures of 
the horrors attending a revolution under the drcumstances 
of Ireland, to betray all he knew to the government ^His 
troachciy waft jSrtt ineditatetl in the last week of Febniaiy 
nos ; end, in consequence of di'positiaii«<, dh Sfai^h 12, 
^ house of Oliver Bond, in Dublin, tbcgovmnnent sue 
(’coded in arresting a large body of the leaSfng^^irato 
Tlio whole' Cl >1111101106 of Jjcdu*-tor, ninoiiiTtiiig to tliirteen 
members, was capluxisd on this occasion ; but a still more 
valuable pri«^ vm made in tibe persons of those who presided 
over the ItMi Directory— viz., Emmet, M‘Niven, Arthur 
O'Connor, ahd Oliver Bond. As far as names w'ent, their 
places were immediately filled up; and a hand-bill was 
issued, on the saane day, with the purpose of intercepting the 
effects of despondency amongst the great body of the con- 
quratora Bat %amet and O'C^por were not men to be 
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e(l*?(.‘tnally Is*'*! “t'"-'!: n M 

ujfliuut I>ejii^' fully av^ . • ?■ i i* i' cir nwji g*>o<i Jnck. 
On tlie lOth of May foUowinpr, in conscqiione^f n pioclunia- 
tioTi (May ll\ oflforing a thonsflnd jK^unfls ra Wh capture, 
Lord Eilward Fitzgerald vr&s apprehended at the hougo of Mr. 
Nich.ida'^ Muiqjhy, a merchant in DnVlin, hat after a vcMy 
*U*R]H‘Tate resistance, Tlie leader ^of the ameting party, 
Major Swan, a Duldin magiRtrnt?, d’''tii!':«*®hed for hin 
energy, w;ifl wounded Ly Lortl Kdwanl : \v ' Iti-si. t no of tlie 
oflicoT**, Ro desperately, tliot. he dfetl within a fortiiiglit. 
Lord Edward himself languished fur sfmie time, and died in 
great agony on the 3d of June, from a pisfol-ahot which took 
effect on his shpulder. Lord nv^tf ht h e 

From the exubcWiit g'^nefosHy 
! leinjj-r, he had powerfully HympathiW with tho 
French RepuUkans at an early stage of tlieir i evolution ; atirl, 
having, with 'great indiscretion, Tint an iiuliscreiiou that ad- 
mitted of some palliation in no young a nuiu «*iud of so ardent 
a temperamehii puhlidy avowed his symputhy, he was 
ignoininion^. diRmiased from tho Hrixiy. .TImt m*t made an 
enemy of one whh^'hn several grounds, was uot n nian to he 
deaiuaed ; fpi^ t3K>agh weak ne n^sperfed his powers of wdf- 
control, Lord Edward was well qualified to make himself 
Itcloved ; he had considerahle talents ; his very iiame^ as a son 
ol tlie only dued liouse ^ in Ireland, was a ai>ull anJ a rallyliig- 
u- id l-rr .-iMay of Tijilfle to the InAi peasantry ; and, fiiiiilly, 
hy his marriage with a natural daughter of the then Duke of 
i )rleaiis, he had founded some important eonnoctions and oj»en- 
ings to secret influence in France. The young lady whom he 
had married was generally known hy the ii an>€ of P imcla ; 
and it has lieen nsually supposed that she is the person do- 
siTibud by MIrr Edgeworth, .rnider the name of Tirgltiia, in 
the latter pait of her <^Bdmda.” IIow that may he, X can- 
not pretend to say : Pamela was certainly led into seme indis- 
cretions ; in particular, die was said to have gone to a hall 

^ '* TTtc only d\tml houae '^ : — ^Thst is, the only one not loyal. 
Thtre oro four provinoRs in Irdand — fTbifer, Conatw^hit^ Munaler, 
which three give old traditional titles to three personages of the hloodr 
royal. Femains only Leinster^ which gives the title of Duke to the 
Fitzgeralds. ' 
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without fthoes or stockini^ which sceniB to argue the oame sort 
of igiiomnce, and the same dodHity to an}' cbatice impressioua, 
wliicli charaot^se the Tixgmia of Mias Edgeworth. She was 
‘L U'PiiUmI dad^itcr (aa I hare aidd}pf Philippe Egalit^, and 
li<T putdtiyo.iyolJjer was Madam 4e Oenlli^ who had been 
-i-ttlcd iu that ]irjnoe*8 fainilyi ae governess to his children, 
more fapeolollj to the msleT of the preeent French Eingf’ 
Lord whole course had been marked by generosity 

and Far better to )iave pardoned^ such a man, 

and (if were possilfle) have concQiated his support 
but, aayvr 4 dnitemporory Irishmani ^ those wpfe\ not, times 

of conciliation.^ ' ' 

Some days alter this event were arrest tliajtwo bn^thoM 
named Shearer, men of lahmt^ who eventoUlj; suffei-cil fur 
treason. Tlieee discoveriM wete duo to 'ireMihKTy of a 
peculiar sort; not to the tn.iiheryof on f^[tp4ata !iiorli> r 
breaking his fbith, but of a ciinnf I'rfeit br^h^ Sihiulating tiu* 
character of conspitutor, niul by tlisit fiaud obtaiicing a key to 
Ihe fatal aeoreta of the t'liih'd Iii.-^hmezi. Bii p^dy, thfr^*- 
fore, consisted; not in any iH'tiaval of see'mta, ili llie (imihI 
bjry^Moh obtained ilieiii. Cluvemiiffink,' mthoiit haviiiL' 
yetpriwheatod to the vciy hi .iitof the iiiyst&y^i^h^dJiotf Jis- 
covei^ miongh to guide them iii tl^iP«utc!gt,mi6i]g^i(:^ire- 
rantions j and the result Wii«, that the coii^^pimto!^ wliuse 

^ ** AwM jFVascA King ” /— Vte., in tlie year 1883.' 

* ** JFc AAsS' pardonedt'' Stc. : — -Hii* was written under ciremn* 
stances of hniry 3 and, wereit not for that palliation, would be 
inexoassUy^thovighlleas. For, in a dohbla sense, it is doubtful how 
faTthegorsKUment epvld have pardoned Lord Edward. First, in n 
prudehtiiiX senses ww It powible (except ’in the of a Gcnnan 
dentlmentali^ng dmma) tb pardon a coueptcuoai^aiid, within ceitam 
UmbiSj a eery iuflnieutlhl'of^, for pbMhdy' tending 
toixeaeon, and at war wiUi the csoint^iittoneEl aVFteiri of the laud which 
fed htia, and which cUdroed hia t Wjs it iresiblp, in point 

Of prudauee or id jww^t of digriUy, to overlook snch anti-national 
#hiUt neU^ jlfsavowed nor ever likely to lie disayowed I 
Was hsher had tot the inevitable effect of each 

umriieg%qp^iuas npon the onuy at huge « Bat, secondly, In a 
ineielfftilpad scon of practical Sblf-couvl-tonoy, would it have been 
nrtlo&ri or evdb'fhtfl^igiblai^o pardon a man who probably umdd liot 
be pardoned f that jto| who miist (eonunting or not conse&thig} benefit 
^ the eottoMsIoiis of the pndoni whilst disowning all redproosl ohliga« 



FIRST IRTSTl IIRRELLTOX 


2 K>licy had hith^ito been to wait for the corporation of a 
Fxunch amty, noAV sudileuly began to diatrust that policy * 
their fear wad^ that the ground would be cuJi from beneath 
their feet if they watted my longer. More' WM evidently 
risked by delay tlian by ^pensing altogether foreign 
aid. To f.ireBo.ihi!? a id vw yeritettft ; to wi^t fwJtjyjBJfuiii. 
ft MTss resolveil, Uierc^a^ W comn^nce tfic infmneetHm on 
the 23d of M^y ; and. In order to dlntracl the goTOinineut, to 
coiumenoe it by amulianeous ossaulito upon all tha xgnilitaiy 
posts in tilie ne?£pb^bourhood of Duhnn. This plan wafl dis- 
covered, bnt Bcarc^ in time to 2 )Tevcnt tlie effecte dF.a suf- 
prise. On the Slst» late in the e\*euing, the conspixa^ ha^l 
I'l'oii fiintoauced,^ Uio L'^pMiieutenant’s Secretary to the 
Lunl M.'i>br;' aSd, on tho Allowing day, by a message from 
liiH ICxcellcmfly ^ both lIoiiHrs of Parliament. 

The iTieiiiTOcUon, himrevor, in spite of this ofiicial wam- 
iTvj. hos'jiu'-ftt 'the , appoiiitPtl hour. The skinnip^hea were 
insiTiy, ami, in ''many jdacei; hut, generally speaking, ^hey 
wons not iavohmbl^ jo tlif'ir rc-ults to the insu)r^)i6. ^he 
lUiiiT cofi^ln^H^mably to tin* iir^ooncerkd plan, had adl boon 
int(rcc‘picd,;.tjieir xton-ai'Hvul lieing everywhere Understood 
!>y the coiiqdntors a sih nt signal that the war com 
jiicnc^d. .Tetthn aiimmoxio to the more distant, provinces, 
though truly interpreted, hud not l)Oen truly* anawered. 
The conimuniQtttion between the capital and the interior, 
almost completejiy interrupted at first, Iiod been at lengtli 
fully re^iiored; and a few days saw tlm main strength 
(as it was supjKMed) of the insurrection suppressed with- 
out much blobbed. ,/But hndil what is ikni in the 
rear ? , ' 

Just at this moment^ 9 'b<ui all the world wo/i disposed to 
think the whole affair quietly cqmpoaedjt the flame Imrat out 
with tenfold fury in a, pftrt 'of, the flsoni, which 

government with ac^'e reason, bad » turned' their 
anxieties and their preparations^ This waa flj e ' of 

Wei^q^, which the Earl of hfotintnomi had/wtS^w to 
the' ^vemment as ao entimly well-affected to the loyal 
cause, that he had personally pledged hiiiisejf for ita good 
conduct On the night before .Whitsunday, however, May 
27, the standard of revolt was fhm leiaed by J(din Murphy, 
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a Catliolic prii*M, ^tl*n Iniown lienceforwanls niider the title 
uf Father Murjiliy. 

Tlie campaip! ojioned inauspiriourfy for the ■Royalista. 
Tho rehela had posted themselves on two eminonces : Kil- 
thomas, about ten miles to the westwax^ of Gorey ; and the 
Hill of Onlart, half-way about a dozen miles) between 
(lofcy and Wexford. Iley wer<* attacked at eacli iwint cm 
WliitRunday^ Pnnu tla? first point they were driven easily, 
and with oonfliderable loss ; but at Oulart tlie issue was very 
different. Father Mnrpliy commanded here^in person ; an«], 
iindinjj^ t^t' his men gave way in great confusioii befoie a 
picked b<^y of the North Cork Militia^ under the command 
of Colonel Foote^ he contrived to perst^a^tibem that tlieJr 
flight was leading them right upon a l^ly of royal cavalry 
]>08ted to intercept thoir retreat. This fear ^iBfectitally halted 
them, l^ic insurgents, thruugh a pr^udied n^utal to inex- 
perience, liad an unreasonable dre^ of eSvuIry. A second 
time, thortd(<re, facing about to retreat fi^u'/this imaginary 
1)ody of horse, they came, of necessity, and i^thout design, 
full upon their pursuers, whom unliappi^ ^|^i|!iitOxication of 
victury had by this time brought into tns {Uost (;areless dis- 
array. TliOKOj almost to a man, tlie 'Ktjtjih dated ; 

nnivemOl consternation fid hrAird amongst iho Rn\alists; 
Father Muiphy led them to Ferns, and thence to the attack 
of Enniscorthy^ 

lias the reader witnessed, or lias lie hoard described, the 
sudden burst— the explosion, one might say^ — by which a 
Swedish winter passes into spring, and spring Bimnltaneously 
into Aummer ? The icy sceptre of winter does not there thaw 
and melt away by just gradations: it is broken, it is 
shailered, in a day, in an hour, and with a tiolfixme brought 
home to emry sense. No second type of rcfanrection, so 
mighty or so affecUng, is manifosted by nature in southeru 
climates* Such is ‘the headlong tumult, such *‘the torrent 
rapture^’’' by. which life is lot hjose amongst the air, the 
earti^ aud^ihe watem under the earth. Exactly what this 
veciUkl levdzrMfon is in manifestations of power and life, by 
comparison 'Witli dimates that have no winter — such, and 
marked with features os distinct, was this Irish insurrec-* 
tion, when suddenly surrendered to the whole contagion of 



FJJtaT IRLSI! llKIJKJiLlON tJii? 

poliLico-reli(i;ions fuiiuliciam, Ly coinpiU'isDn with \nl^<ir 
wtut^t Btrutegic.^, and the pedantry of UM-huical wai-faiv. 
AVlSta picture iiiiiBt KmuKortliy have iirewnted on tlie 
:27tli of May ! Fugitives crowding In from Ferns announeed 
the rapid advance of the rebels^ now at least 7000 s trong, 
dj'unk with victory, and maddened with vin3i3jfe fm*y. 
Niit long after uid-dny^ their advanced goai^l, well armed 
with muskets (pillaged, he it ohsen^l, ihmi royal magarines, 
iiubtily deseiied), conimpnced a tninulUious assault. Lchs 
than 300 militia and yeoinapry fuiihed the gorrhou of tlie 
jilace, whidx had no’sort of defence!^ oxce]>t the natural one 
of tile river Slaney. This, however, was fordable, and that 
tijo assailants .knew. The slaughter Amongst the rebels, 
meantime, ftohi the little caution tliey exhibited, and their 
tolal defect of military skill, was muxileroiis. Spite of their 
immense nt2:(iierioal ^vantages, it is jirohahle they would 
have been defeated. Butt in Ennheorthy (as \\h«.ro not'O 
txeasun from wiiliin was emboldened to raise its crest ut thi* 
very crisis gf Anspense ; inc^udiad^ were at w<?k ; and 
llamas begajUj^* issue frouis niany houses ut once. ^‘Retreat 
Itself becaxa^nSTdvlUy doubtful ; dex>iuidmg, as it did, ulfu 
gether upon the state of tbc wind. At the right liand of 
every Royalist stood a traitor ; in his own house oftentimes 
lurked other traitors, waiting for the ‘signal to begin ; in the 
front was the enemy j in the rear wuh a line of bl, using 
streets. Three hours the battle h.iil lagcd ; it now four 
V HI , ond at this moment the garri'^oii luistily gave way, and 
lied Ut Wexford, i'' 

Now came a scene wliich swalluued up all distinct or 
separate features in its frantic confluene^i of horrors. All 
the loyaUstB of Ennisoorthy, all the genliy for miles around, 
who hod congregated in that town, as a centre of security, 
were kummoned at that moment, not to an orderly retreat, 
but to instant flight. At one end of the street were seen 
the rebel pikes, and bayonets, and*fleroe fiaocs, already gleam- 
ing through the smoke : at the other end volumes of fne, 
surging and billowing from the thatched rpofs and bhvzing 
rafters, beginning to block uxi the aveuucs of cscaxie. Then 
began the agony and uttennost conflict of what is worst and 
what is best in human nature. Then was to be seen the 
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veTj delirium of fear, and the very delirium of vindictive 
malice ; pnvate and iguoble hatted, of ancient origin, shroud- 
ing itself in the moB^ ol patriptio trrath; the tiger glare of 
jiiRt vongemca, fredi. from int^Je^ble wrongs and the nevei- 
to-be-foi^tmL igniimlny of btril^.fuid personal degradation; 
lJiliiic, sdf-pabicd by its o\ra ; flight, stealthy, 

iiocordi^ io the temper and msi means ; volleying pursuib ; 
the very fransy of aglittlofi, under inrery mode of excite- 
ment .he^ and there, towepng alofi^ the desperation 
of love, vietdriom and suFteinn' ^0^ all lower 

poBsioBs./ I reeapitoliito and gather 
titttis^mai^au individual anrcilutG, repotl^l by who 
were W dtiy present in Kunisooifthy j tit at FiniH, iml 
far cSf and deeply interested in all tliose ttefsiMoiki, I h>ii1 
private friends, intimate purtii^lpibiirs fa t!^ of ihal 
ilercd hurricane, amL joint buff* with those-wlio Fiiiri'ivd 
most. Ladies were x^n been in crowds on foot to 

Wexford^ the nearest aayliiin, thtiiigU fupziiS^jaflea distant, 
many in dippers, barehoaded, and wfthf)!^ 8upi>ortiug 
arm; for the Sight of th«‘ir «h*IIFiider^ haviud^^bctm di-tci- 
minU by' a sudden angular nuiVfsntbiiS’oriEtje 
coinid^ftig with tlie failuiv of tlnir qwii nnoiiv^ition, 1ia>l 
left no time for warning ; and focluuiitti it vas for the uu 
happy fiigitives, that the of huriiiiig Btmtr, (*• in- 

curring with tlie seductions uf jullage, drew aside so many 
of the^i^ci^re s» to bmik the unity of a pursuit else helltsUy 
unrelenting. 

Weadbid, lueantune, was in no condition to promise more 
than a itipjnentary shelter. , Orders had been already issued 
to extingmih all domestic 'fires tbrouglmnt the town, and to 
unroof all the thatched houses i aogi^ 'vraa'liifi jedoucy of 
iiiicnuil treason. Froiu without, slsb, the alavni' was every 
lii>ur incre.buu;<. On Tucsilay the Sinh Mity tbiy 
army ^advanced JEnniwwilij^ pgst .Three 
Tifickj not^ mneh ul^v^lwo miles fi-oin W^xfo^. Their 
Atitn|^,w^;now {non^l to at IihuI lf>,000 men. Never 

more enmgyin the disposers of 
the.'ingi^ imaft ; never one which mei wirh even in the 
most mqiOhsi^le qiurtoiu 'Htc iiv.w-<t military station was 
the fort at DtinCMump, twenty4hree distant. Thither, 
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on the 29ih, An express had heeii despatched by the Mayor 
of Wexford, reporting their situation, a)id calling for im- 
mediate aid. General Fawcet replied, that he would himself 
march that same' evening with, the 13th part of 

the Meath Militia, and euffiment artillory. upon 

these assiiranri'S, tlm sioall pHrii^atuf militta and[.y^ilDanry 
tiien in Wexfoni gallantly tfirew tlieniaelra njiDn the lml^L 
trying sen'UM^s in advance. t:k>uic ^impmies of the 
Militia, iii>t iiiofteriug iibove SoQ nnm, iiiArclie<1 i]umcdiat(d\ 
to a positjm.'. bMin^eeu the rebel cmhp and IVcxford ; whilst 
(•ilitTeof tha Korth C<ii'k Militia ami iho ]iM*al yeoniaiii^\, 
with dwifuliieMs, undeilook the defence of that town. 

Gdxlitul Fawcet had oousuAed hispeirioi^ conyi;. 
luTt by though awmtf uf the dreadful 

riiicrui-ncy, at a st&tiuh nixiuvu miles short of Wexhtrd, A 
Kill ill ih-t.itchiueiit, however, with part of his artiUery, he 
r‘'iit ll• 1 ‘\^. 1 Td ; tlusec wvru tin* next inoruiiig intercepted by 
ihc rebels at Three llorks, and inaKsacred i^ost to a man. 
Two oflicen^ ' v}io eKvi]a*d tiie slaughter, carried the iniol-* 
ligence to ffid^vkuce fiost of the Donegals; but they, so 
far from marched immediately against thu 

rebel army, eiiaruiouH as was ^e disproportion, with the 
pur]JOse of reimpfuimg the artnlery. A singular contrabi 
this to the conduct of Qene^Ffwcg|^.jsh^ luist ily 

to PuBCa}^ intelligence of j^iK^dSastiT. 

Suc!h a regre^te movement was so little nutici^t^yby tlie 
gallant Dunegals/ that they cOnliniied to advance agAwt the 
enemy, until the precision with which the captured artillery 
was sen'ed againsli theinselvos, and the non-appearance of 
the promised aid. Warned tJiem to' retire. At Wcxfoid they 
found till in con aod the huny of retreat The 
as it may be called, of ^General Fawcet was now confinned ; 
au^ as tlie Ici'iil posidlnn of«*Wiikford made it indefensible 
against artilljry, the whole body of Loyalist^ except tbose 
whom iusnfiSicient wamiilM had Jbrortm into the rear, now 
fled from, the wrath of the tebds tU' Dunisanu^. It is u 
fdiockiug illustration (if truly reporiett^ of ihovghtless 
ferocity which diarifetorised too many of the 'Oilmge tiooiw, 
that, adong tlie Whole linepf this retrei^ they continued to 
burn the cabins of Roman Caiholici^ aud often to massacre 
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in cold blood tho uuoircudin^' iuliulutants ; totally forgotfal 
of tins many LostagctJ whom the insurgents now held in tJicir 
2 >o\vei\ and careless of the dreadtul provocatiuiu which Uiey 
wen* thus throwing out to the bloodiest icprisala. 

U'hu*> it was>, and through ^ mismanageiuent thus mis- 
(hievouj^jr alert, or through torpor tlius unaccountably base, 
that Mtumiy, on the 30th of May, not having raised their 
staadW .before the SGtti, the-rBl^s.hA>l alr.vidy boon imu*- 
inittod^ vwess thi*uii»elves of the Omnty ojf Wexf'inl in its 
\\hr.lo souliiemlfiyiiuon-ti-lSo^ and fiiLucanuDii only i xcepled ; 
(if uhltiii tho Litter was not'liable to capture by 
and iLo oilier was saved by the procraBtinatioji' oTtHc rebels. 
The icortfipni division of the country wtej'^dyerrun i>retty 
much in the same hasty style, and through w same desperate 
neglect in previous concert of phunC UiKm first turning 
their views to the north, the rebels had weh up a positicni 
on the Hill of Oonigrua, as a station from which they ci»uld 
march with advantage upon the town of Qorey, lying seven 
* miles to the northward On the first of June, a truly 
1)nl)iant affair hod taken place botween a mere handful of 
militia uud yeomanry from this town Qf*Gdl^^£ad a sti'oug 
detachment from the rebel camxi* Mahy '^isofis at the time 
regarded this os the best action in the whole war. The 
two particH Lad met about two miles from Gorey ; and it is 
pretty certain that, if tho yeoman cavalry could have been pre- 
vailed pn to charge at tlie critical moment^ the defeat would 
have liceu a most murderous One to tlio redads. As it was, 
tliey tfricaiied, thongh wdtii considerable loss of hono'ur. Yet 
even this tliey were allowed to retrieve .within a few days, 
in a remarkable way, and with circumstances of still greater 
scandal to the militoxy discretioa in high quarters t-han hod 
attended the movements of Oenend Fawcet in the south. 

On the 4th of June, a little jirmy o f 1600 men, under 
the command of *<3 ^ nerii l^ asiwmbled at 

Goicy/ Tlie plan was~^ march by two different roads 
upon tha label encampm^t at Gorrigrua; and this plan 
was adhptod. Meantime, on Ibc same night, Uie rebel army 
had put tiliemsdves in motion for Gtorey ; and of this connter- 
movoment full and timely information had been given by a 
farmer at the royal head-quarters ; but such was the ohstinote 
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ifiriilualJuii tl'at no i>fficer nf rank wuukl o(iiulci*cun<l to gi\t> 
]imi a hearing. The consequences may be imagined. Colonel 
WalRol^ an KeglishmaUrfull of couiag^^ but pi!«i|ti^ptuou»ly 
illsSamM of the enemy, M a ditisfou'upou 0)u Itvo 

loails, having no any sort of 

Suddenly be found liis line of lua;^ cm*-c!uil by thjf enemy 
m great '-trnigtli : be av.f'ijed to liflt or lo retire ;:Wiis aliol 
through the head; fli*1 a giNiat ]iarAof the wivan^S]| jletacdi- 
lueut ^viiH Alniighi'orod on the sjn.t. and his arHllqiy.ni^ared. 
Geneml^ LoAuei adwiuuig on .tlie parollcl lond, heard tbe 
firing, anil' rlcta^iheil tlio r company of the Antziin 

Mil Jt 1.1 lo the sM of ‘VVnlitfdf. These, to tho ampnnt of 
Hcveiiii iiieii, wti^ cut ulF uIj-ici'L to a man ; lOid trhon tlic 
gi^iei.tl. Mill) could not cn#«Qnitr to the other road through 
ilu» from the oiii'iiiiibr;iiu'e of }m artillery, hail 

.it Icn-rii r^heol the'''^i-n« of .ictiou by a long circuit, ho 
found liiiuself^ln^til^ fdUo^ing truly ludicmuH positfcni: — 
Tlic ribela had^ptimted Colonel 'VValpole’R division to Qorcy, 
and iKm'jvcjl fhetoeelves of that pbu'e ; tbe general hod thus 
lost his heanC^uariora) ^dtliont having scim the army, whom 
he Lad 8019^*1^1' to l^lip pa^t him hi the ilark. He marehed 
bock disctiifapllltdy to Oorcy, took a look at the rehet. posts 
M'hich nowy?ocupied the town in strength, was saToted with 
a few rounds from liiS own canrujii, and dnaUy retfeated onj; 
<f the^ county. . 

This movement of Cencml Loftiis, and the' previoua one 
(»t GeiifTsl Fawcot, circumstantially ilJuHtrate the puerihi 
imbecility with which the royal C(iu.^e was then conducted, 
fJoth movcnionts foundeieil in on hour, thi^ougli 8ari>ris<*s 
against which each hod been amply forewanied. Forlnimiely 
for the government, ftie ailairs of the xcbels w'cre managed 
even worse. Two sole ehterprises were undertaken by them 
after this, previouftly to "fh^ olosing battU of Vinegar Hill ; 
both beipg of the very utmost importai^e p their interests, 
and both sure of BuecoM, htlhey had heeii ^vAadL' forward in 
time. The first was the attack upon the 

29th of May, the day after tlie capture or EnniscorHiy. 
Had that attack be^ pressed forwartl wirlmut di-lai, Ihcre 
never were two opiniona as to the certainty of its sncceea ; 
.and, having succeeded, it would have laid open to the rebels 
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tin* inipi»riai.t of WatPilorJ and Kilktainy. lii'in" 

dvlayj cl until the 5lh of Jnnii, the ARPault ropulacd wjth 
]»rodi;jious plaiighter. The otjier waa the attack upon Arklow 
in tlu* north. On the cajiture of Oorey, on the night of 
tlinic 4, the immediate cozi»^aen<)e of Oulonel Walpole’s 
defeat, had the lehela advanowl njion, Arklow, they would 
] iTP fomd it for Rome daj'S totally undofenclod ; the whole 
garriaon 1ui%'ing retreatIJl in piinie, eatiy on June 5, to 
AViokloW. TTie' capture of this Iniportant place would have 
laid open the whole road to the capital ; would probably have 
canoed rising in that great city f and, in any event, urould 
liave indefinitely prolonged the war, and moliSplied th»* dn- 
tractiona of government. Merely from sloth, and the s])int 
<»f procrastinatiV'ii, however, t^.e rtdiel omy h'alteil at (lovi v 
niilil the 9ih, and then advanced with what seemed the 
overpowering force of 27,000 men, ' Tt is a striking lesson 
upon the subject of procroi tinalion, that precisely on that 
morning of June 9 the oiteiujit had first become liopclesR. 
ITnlil then the pljice had been positively emptied of all m- 
liabitants whal soever. Kxautly on the dth ihcjuld garn^^on 
bad bccu ordered back from Wicklow, j^nfurecd by a 
rrac,jg English regimeni (the Pnrham Fencibles), on w1)(»m 
chiefly at this critical liour had devolved the defence ; wdiidi 
was peculiarly trying, fmm the vast numherM of the assail- 
f Ilia, but brilliant, masterly, and perfectly Fucceasful. 

Tiiia obstinate and fiercely- c(»ntc«ted battle of Arkl(»\v 
was indeed, by general consent, the hinge on whiclj tlie 
ii‘bt'llioD turned. Nearly 30,000 men, armed every man of 
thorn with jdkes, and 5000 w'lth muskets, supported also by 
some artillery, Rufficiently well served to do consideralile 
exi'i'v.iion at a nuc^t important point in the line of defence, 
could not l)c defealwl without a 'very trying Blniggla And 
bfjLV, again, it is wortJiy of rea»rd, Ihut General Kcjcdhaw, 
who coinmojidcd on this day, would have followed the 
e3caniide of Generals Fawoet and Xioftns, and have oVdcrcti a 
retreat^ bioii he not been deti^rminately opposed by Colonel 
Skerrft'I^if’ the Durham regiment. Such was the imbecility, 
and the Wnt of moinl courage, on the pari; of the military 
leaders; fiir; it ‘Would be unjust to impute any defect in 
ujuuml courage to the feeblest of these* leaders. General 
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Nv*c*tlli.‘iui, for example, exjMWefl Lis persoiij witlioiit rost*iv(‘, 
throughout tlie whole of thi«j iliflicult tlay. Auy anioiiut ol 
Ciumot'Shot ho roulil face eheerfully, hut not a trying re- 
fipoiirtiLility. r '• ' - 

iy'rom the defeat of ArkTotr, Ihe reboh gradually retired, 
between the 9tli andtlxo £iOth''bf June, to QioirmainiiUlitnrv’ 
puHition of Vinegav Bill, which Ii(» immediately above tlie 
town of E]niiscorthy,,aiul had fallAi into their con 

currently with that place, on the 2^tU of May. Here their 
whole foi’cefl^ with thb exception of perhaps 6000, — who 
iitlacked General Moore (ten and a •half yoani later the 
Moore of Comnna) ‘ when marching on the 26th towards 
AV^oxibrd,— had been cohcuiitratcd ; and to this point, tin re- 
foro, as a foens^ had the royal army, 13,000 strong, with a 
, ivspectable ortSlsry, under the supreme command of Qemu'iil 
vlialvo, coiivcii:^ in four pe]Mift*to divisions, aliout the 19tli 
and 2 0th of Jun e. Tlie great blow wus to he struck on tlie 
2Tst ; and theplan was, tlial the royal forces, moving to the 
assault of tlie rebel toition upon four liwifs at right angh^s 
to each oth^ (aa if, for m^tniice, from the four cardinal jioinlH 
to the same e&Utre}*Bh(<uhl surround their eiicampuicnt, and 
shut up every avenue to eacajw. On this plan, tlic field of 
hatUe would have been one vast alaiighter-houBe; for quarter 
w'aa not granted on cither side.^ But the quadrille, if it 
were ever seriously concertod, was entirely defeated hy the 
failure of General Needham, who did not present Iximself 
With his diWsion until nine o’clock, a full haJf-hour after tlic 

I tattle was over, and tlius earned the Sfibriquet of The lute^ 

^ “yh/ gufttiertvas not ffrtinird 07i eWter siiIp**: — I rei>eaty ns nil 
nlong and A'(*oes{)arily I have ivpeatBt% that which orally I wan told at 
the time, dl* which sulisequcntly 1 liave read m puhlinhed accoants. 
But tlie reader ia aware by thifl time of uff steadfast convitdion that 
more easily iniglit a camel go through tne eye of a needle, tlian a 
ro]iorter, frehh from a caropaigo blazing with portisaABhip, and that 
pai tranship representing ancient and hereditary fends, could by 
possibility cleanse himsetf from the virus of sneh a prejodfoe. 

^ Tlie same jest woa apiditid to Mr. Pitt’s brother. When First 
Lord of the Admiralty, people calling on him as late as even 10 or 

II p.u. wuie told that his lordship was riding in the Park. On this 
arcotmt partly, hut more pointedly with a malimous reference to the 
contrast between his languor and the fiery activity of his father, tlie 
fust earl, he was jocularly called 17ie late Lord CTudham, 
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ii>tictoL Kredhitni. Whotlier tlio fuilure were really in this 
officer, uT* (as was ^legi^d byKis a]Jolri};iBtB) h&d been olreaxly pre- 
cuTicertt'fl iu,1^ jne^nsistent iMised to him by General 
l. sk*-, wjih tSeWiTi-il believe, of mercifully 

< bis lAvii scheme oft wboteffdo butcher}- -tn Ibi 

d.iv lovOftinb obscniv. The 'of kluti delay, in wliat'>\>':- 
vtiy jcjiiteed, was fur onpj snch qb itmslj irin e'^i-nhuiU ' 
.il>platt«»|,' Thefiusli'iii h.A coiiinicu.xJ at ec'^Vsai oVltKk in iln 
'.loniing; by hair-]4i3t the jumiy .m 

and, ijatufally nuikiii*' for ibVs only yohil Icfr tin 
;ruanliid| it eflce]4^l Aitii no ^ri'ait ala'ighter (huti h-acni'f 
bebind alliin ailillerr. niui a giKnl iIisaI of'VeluttMe r . 

through wlial was iacutioiiKiv rallufl ever' idfermircls 
ha m*^ tfnp . After this* cajiitnl ruut of Vliiegar 
ivhel army tlay liy day nMiiMcrr^il away/ A laxve l-fi'K. 
howevi^rj of Die fiercfst and nv.t de^ifc-rato continin^l fi>i' 
some tiiine to xnake flying inarcli* -i lu all dtrectio&a. .'tccfuilin^ 
III 'tbe posithma of tin* fiini.'-i, and Cha ,m«nt(.ntary 

f.i\(j<ir fif acciilcti1*i ni' twice tlmy were 1'Kusi.ht in 

action by Hir James Ituff itml Sir Cwltie^^dl ; Mini, 
ludJcruunly r'linnji, oiii't iiiiiii! wi‘fS eoijbratl to 
li\ tlip etornal dilays uf the •‘Lite Keodhurn.'' At 1oii>jlh, 
liowi-vcr, ofior ininiy ^klln 1 ld)l»|, and all vazietics of huMl 
succcsis, th^ finally dis^iersed upon a/bog in the County of 
Dublin. . Many dcquundoei^ however, took up their quarters 
for a long time in the dwarf woods of Klllaughrim, near 
Enniscort^j assuming the trade ,of mAnt^eza, but ludi- 
crously designating themselves the Bal ws in dift Wp od, It is 
an inexpUcaUe fact^ that many deWteca &om the miUtia 
regiments^ who had behaved well thpughout the campaign, 
and adhered faithfully to their ww tGsortcsl to this 

confederation of the wi^sj , troth it cost some irouhlo 

to disbdge them* .,An^er pfU^y*;Sa the woods and moun- 
tains Wicklow, were* found* more formidable, and 
contina^ to infrat the cimutoy through the ensuing 

wiiitdf;*.' Thm were hot finally ejecl^fd fnm Iheir lairs until 
chiefs liod been killed in a night skirmish 
by gyiwig^Si«|t defending his house, and the other diiof, 
weary ajkvago lift, W surrendered himself to trans- 
portation. 
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It (iiffosed general Batisfactlou ihroughont Ireland, thai, 
01) the Teiy day before the final engagqn^t of Vinegar 
Hill, Lo^ made Ms entti^ int» SnUlm'ae the new 

Ij'ul-IiieVtenauL '"A iss»^ eat^hi July, of 

general araucsty to died no bloodLe^pt on the 

field of battle, notified tfi'tlfe'eoniitrythe’xiewqnnt of jMiliry 
ivhich iiuw dutihgidjBlujL ' the govetnineift> ea^'’'dp«Hlefiri, 
that one incTcifhl .j^nge worket^ niarthEsle ifi‘'hej^^ the 
agitatioua of (M laitA' SliU it was thoz^ht n^mif that 
severe justioe slionld take its conrac Jhiungat the ujM'Oanspic- 
noiialeadett^of^^lB^ in the insnrreciion. Martial Iftnr etill 
prevail^ |aid' t^ali law iro know, through a fi{)eech 
of tlio Duke iyf Wdlington**, how entirely the very elements 
of individual folly or eapziee. 

Many of thoMo who ba<l sln^wii the greatebt generosity, and 
w itii 11(1 ah^l risk to tliom-idves, vr^rc now selected to auffer. 
Ittj^cn al Ifarny , a PnilfHiunt gentleman, who had held the 
->i]iFi*uie coDiuiand . of the rebel army fur some time with 
jnfiiiilo vcxalton to hiuiM'lf, and bixod with no one instcuice 
o') cruelty one of Uiose doomed to eaifecutioii. 

Iltt had of nearly tlirce thousand Ih.>i 

annum; rOO^ at the same time with him was ' executf'd 
another gehlileman, of more than tliree times 
Corneli us ^fepfe an. Singular it was, tiiat men of this condi- 
tion' auT'T^iillMirty, mien of feeling and refinemeht^ should 
have staked the happinees of their fatuilie<i upon a contest so 
forloigp. Snnie there i^re, however, and poesibly' these 
gehtlemon, who could have explained their motives intolfi- 
gibly enough they had beeh forciNi] by persecution, and 
actually htdtod iitio- the ranks of the rebds. . One pictur- 
esque diffen^hoe in iM^'deatha of these two gentletnen w'os 
remarkable, as rontraiiti^ 'with their mvlous habits. Oryan. 
\v'. 4 ^ ('i>i)btitiitioiiHl 1 y tinifS*; and yet failed tbe muttpHTud 
till- trying prepaTatione '|)f the execuii<mcr 'uith foftitiuh-, 
On tiie otlior hami, ^aryev- Wl io had foay^t iK-venil 

du&ite i k'? 

l;ist inqniejilta Jhnhep^ in both, the difrerence ini^it be due 
entirely to some ^j'slcal loddent of health, or luoiiicntary 
iiervuus duiniigonient.^, 

^ Peik^ also moL FosstUy, enough there may be no esU fisr any 
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Ainoni; the crowd, however, of peiBODR who Rulfered death 
at this disastrous e^e^ there were two that merit a special 
comiiieiiii>ration for their viriuoas resistance, in disregard of 
all personal UlA, to a horrid fiinatlcism of crueHy. One was 
a butcher^' ithe other a njaii^^botli rebcla ihit 

‘ ’ll ‘ ' 

such solution : for, after idl, there may be nothing to solve 

—no vMu!$ nodus. As regards snaden interchange of 

cliaraoMnfon the scaffold— tfb conatitatioujBliy'ltnnLyemaii all at once 
becoming tuuid, and the timid man hreoming bnve — it must be 
remembered that the peiltciilaT sort of applicable to 

daeUl&g^ whtrn the <toger is much more of a fugitive and uoiucutary 
order than that whiem invests a battle lastiiig Itbr lioturs, depends 
almost entirely upon a man's conjidence in his oum peculiarity 

of mind which e^te altogether apart from native teaoutes of courage, 
whether jnotal or physical i usually this mode 'of odurege is bub a 
transformed oKpression far a sanguine tempemm^ A man who is 
haldtnally depressed by a^oonblltutiunal taint orui^poiaK-noy may 
carry into a dnel a siihlitiie principle of calm, relf safj’jflfin j cunrage, 
as rang possibly utterly without ho^te, a court^e, therefun*, which 
has to fight with iufcemal resistaucc, to which tlicxe niai br nothing 
corresponding in a cheerful temperament. 

But there Is another .''Ud - ucy through, which the fear of 

death may happen to act . « . . fiirce, oivl irrcr^ulaily, 

as viewed in ivlation to moral courage abd »iR.uvth of ini'.d. This 
anomalous fbree is the imaginative and shadowy lenur uiih wliioh 
different ndnds xeocjil from death— not eonsideicd an 'sii si nmy or 
torment^ tut eonsidenid as a mystery, end, nest after God, as the 
most inflnlts'of mystencs In a brave man this terror may happen to 
be Htroag; In a pusillanimous luan, simply through inertness and 
original feebleness * f iv • ’r^iy hapi>en to be scarcely developed. 

Tins cwsllatum of 1. , ,-i.' h^w^n death as an agony and 

death as a mystery, net only exists with 4 corresponding set of consc- 
(jueuces uccMiogly as one or other prevails, but is sometimes cou- 
scioualy oCntemj^aiod aud put Info the scales of eoinpanson and 
t ounter-vsluatieb. For instance^ one of the early Cnsers reviewed tlie 
case thus , ' * J^nuiri nolo r me em morUam niM usstumo " (From dfalli 
as the act and process of dyiu& I revolt ; bnt aa to dsaih, vfowod as a 
puTiiuuent state or coAdltioa, IdOft'i value A-at a straw). What this 
liariicubtr Omsar detested, and vibwed w'iA'hvLmiiig malice, was death 
the *'L*>)hy -ili*nLh the ])ijaical ttiniieut. Ah to death the mysteiy, 
a'Aut ot aODhibltil^ to I hi! luQ lito ofid ilio siuidowy had dieartutHl ikui 
Ilf its toiw-i fur hull. Vet, nu the contrary, Jiow tnauy are there who 
tu’w the mcffc physical aqguish of dying with Stem hidlfferenLe. But 
ilisidc t^„m>ACc4y— d*:a!lr that, luit satisfied with changing om* 
ohjoetiti^^fBay atiUL'k e\(.n thn iwofcs of our mibieoHve— tftere lies the 
iiiiitu, iMffhble, voioeiobi horror bvf ire v/hL*h all human courage is 
Uished, tMn. as si] human rcMatancc Iff onies childish when measur- 
ing Itself sgaM gravitation* 



FIRST IRlSil RiSBKLLlOJS 


247 


tLcy must liaro Ijeen truly generous, brave, and mublc-iiiiiulLMl 
iJicii. During the ucoupation of Wexford by the rebel anuy, 
they were lepeaWly sole o^poneniSk at ..gceat pcrbuDul 
ubk, to the general niaesaero then meiliiuU^ by suiiif few 
po[)ibh bigots. And, finallyi' when all reektan^ Hceinod 
hkeJy to be unavailing they both demanded resolotdy iVuiu 
l-lie chief pairon oC ihie atMious policy that should iiglit 
themselves, amed. M' wh^Vdr w|y he might prefer, and, 
as Uiey expressed It^ ^^prove himself a man,” hoforo he 
bhuukl be at liberty to sporty in Xhis wholesnlo' way witli * 
iniiuctiut blood, ^ ■ 

One painful fast I will shite, in Uking leaVo of this 
subject ; and I believe, will be ^uile sufficient to austnin 
anything I ha^e wid in disptiragement of the government ; 
by wlilch, ho^xed^, 1 mean, in justice, the local admxnisira 
tiiiii of Irel^m For, as to the 6U]»i'eme ghvemineut iii 
England, that Ibody niust be &upx»uscd, at the utmost, to havii 
piibbively ap'<|nie«>cpd ins tlie rcM*ummeudutions of the Irisli 
Oabinet, i'vou when it interfer'd so far, lu X)articular, the 
>>•• 11 : resorted to iu Wexford and 

Kililafc, &c.| hiu£i*]iave been originally suggested by mindh 
familiar with thu habits of the Irish atistocracy xu the treaU 
nicnt of de{)endant8. Candid Iiishmcn will admit that ilie 
habit of kiddng, or threa^»*nin«; \ti kick, waiters in cofFee- 
houMS TJ'oSer nr.ni.il •bx'iii>iu«i' — a habit which, in 
England, would bc met instantly by dctiauce and menaces 
of action fby sssoult ond battery — is not yet altogetlu'r 
(ilibolete in Ireland.^ Thirty years ago it was still nioi^e 
]>revalent, and presupposed that spmt and temper in tlio 
trcalmeut of Jmenial dependants put of which, douhllcss, 
aivse thfi prsfitioe 6t judicial (Cs„ tentative) tlagellatious. 
Meantime, that with whi^ 1 propo» to dose my 
recollections of this, great tumult, Kod which jBeems to bo 
a sufficient guarantee the Tery.seyetest reflections on the 
HXnrit of Uie gpreruoaH^ b expresM significanfly in the 
terms, used -^(dbritUsUy^hy Catholic gentlemeu, in 

prudential e.\carx)atib& of fhenisdlires, when threatened with 
inquiry for their c^mduet during the-ie times of agitation 
* I thank in\ G<iil that no man i:ati charge me justly with 
^ ** l^oi yH (diegethcT VVntleft ia 18S3. 



248 


AUTomonRAPirY 


liaviug savc4 tlie life of any ThPi^leibtant, or his house from 
pillage, hy my interce«tgpn,- 5 Wih the rubd^cjiiefa" How! 
Did mill boast of cultusivu with violence the spit ii of 
luaN^a' IV ? What dlA nii^n ? . .'Jt ,meunt this : » Simu- 
Roman C.iiholi«« luid a TiMmui 

Li)v ^]hvial indolgeiice tn an;f ii^ vrlmh 

n ghl» l)o16ii{f to thein^ on tbo'fcm ot nli^n or of jirivat^* 
triendAiip, ivtth the ii>K']|tauihuri.tk‘S) had bienuHcd by ihrm 
(111 InSialf Aif <1 PpiMant^, ftuhGC jn d^wrin-.' thi-in 

» :iltogftber/or iti softcninl^ their duuu. ' But, .to the burpT:-< 
uf evcppMy, this pli^i Yf{v» so Tap fmm (Miteitn'ii"! 
faisoiinihlv' by tin* roiiru of itn^niry, il'.at^ cin (ha.conliuiy, ipl 
aua bnilt upon it, dnTigcxoua iiitho hwi ih-irrcf t i 
ihu phiAtirr. ** Von ndmif, thi-u,’" it wai' nUnrfeilj '* ha\i(iL' 
liad thiH \’er,^ o<ML<^ii1ornh1o iiilluoiKi- upon couifil-; 

\(.u]* iiiflnenre o\liui(h*fl to tlip (»f lim.t.iTi that (.i*-*. 

\ie inuit siip|iO'«! you to li/ivc Kvu Kuonn jA'ivately us their 
friend arid sujtpoiii'r." 'I}itk lu hjve di.liver^ fin innoci'iit 
limn from inurrler argiiuil ilnnh** d>‘Ji\ ^'rcr' ni^t liavi* ben 
an n'cciiiifili.v of lIi.* niiii-fm.iii" ]i.irty. It'endily it Jiia\ bo 
Buppi)aeil tlmt l'«'W wduM In di-i^wiMtl l^o iicgc \iiul"fi- 
tiou, uhi)i it bxifiiiio kii-iwu ill wjiat 'Sriia likely in 
fiperati*. 'Dll!' ^loifrniiMoit ii«i If had ntade it periteua to pro- 
; tuBs liniimuify ; aud (Virviimn henceforward ploriud piibliidy 
* in lii& tiiid inseu-ibility. as the one best Mifi-guuid 

f o himsoif ^ ^ ^ closely tx»^t with roekja ' 



■ CHAPTJEH’SCI 

FRSliraH OF IRRLilNl}, AND SECOND BEBALIilON 

OF 17981 ' ■ 

The ^loctfivs^'bBitlo of Vinegar HiQ' took place at Mi«l> 
BUinmet : and witk that Imttle ti^nuinated tlie First Bobtd- 
lion. Two '£o 9 atIis later, a French' force, not making (ally 
a (housand^ 4!^ nnder tl^e e(%iu)and of general Htunber t, 
lauded oil t^ wM coast of Ii^lund, and agSin"^RS3^ie 
Irish peasantry (io.insnirreetiuu. This latter insurroetiou, 
and the iuvfnbn which arousid it^ naturally hod a peculiar 
i)}tore>«t for 1^1 'West^Hiit and mya^f, who^ in our pre- 
sent abode AVmpoit ICuuse, were living in its' local 
ct>ntre. ■***5''* 'j • f 

1 in {laillodiw was led, by hearing on evoiy side the 
conversation to the dangers and tragic inciiitsnts of 

ilie era, us by not qalic two. years, to make 

int|UU'ieB of, wrufybedy. who haA i»exsonally participated in 
liio coiBiaOtio&Bf.> Records there were on every side, and 
iiicxiioriak lYen in dut bedbrooms, of this Fmich vuit x for 
'll. one iSnift they had occupied AVestpnrt House in some.. 
Atiuiigth. Ills. largest town in our nei{|^ibt)urhood waa^"^ 
Ctetlojiar , distant about elsiiBn Imh miles. To this it was 
tliuf file Frcn^*'addtits6ed their v«ry eaciiest efforts. ^ Ad- 
vancing npUfj^SM ' wiA '.fhs^.- usual style oC tlieol^cal 
('(lufidence, thsy";k^' otaon^ at first a di^^rue- of success 
M'liich was almost smpridng^tQ'tbeir own insolent ^-anity, 

I * » 1 

^ Fortbe matter oMhis '■li.-ifiter i)<* t^uicccy reverts to his pi^r in 
Tirif*8 for April 
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and which, long afterwards, became a Bubjcut of bitter luorti- 
dcatiou to our own army. ' Had there bemL at this point any 
energy at nU <»n«flpond^ io.<tbat' of wif .enemy, or com- 
)m iHiirjite -to intrcneus superluriiy of 'onr own.troopa in 
bte^uliueBMj* ilia French would have been eompelleJ to lay 
down ihefo:' some. The expenextce of Ihoee days^ lioivcvor, 
fihowed liow j^cfieicut is the ^mpos^li^n of an army, 
unleps wliere ^developed by 

J|niciiiy 1 h6w IS *all .Utterly inex- 

perien^, to sudden panics gatiCQ^ing advance, 

which- would have founderej^ utterly again^TaS&gle battalion 
of llio ti'on]is whiiJi fought in 1812-13 ambu^ the Pyrenees, 
was here for the inoiuent successful. 

.The bidiop of this sec, Dr. Stock, with his whole house- 
hold, and, indeed, his whole pastoral chatj^i j^^wne on thi^ 
oocasion prisoners to the enemy. The l^hbiican licad- 
(luorters were fixed fur a time iu tlic Episcop^ Palace : and 
theib it was that General liuiubert and his staff lived in 
familiar intercoum with the Mshop ; who,: thus became 
woU qualified to rccoid (which lie soon aftenvajdjs diil in an 
auanymoiiB |>aiiiphlcl) the Icmling, cu^uihstan^s of the 
French inciueiou, and the consequent insurrection iu Con- 
naught^ as well os 'the most string feafursa in the chai*- 
actez' and de][iorlment of the Republican oncers. Riding 
over the scene of these transaciions daily for some months, 
m company with the Dean of Fenis (an 

illf*gitiniato son of the late Lord Altamont," and therefore 
hulf-brotber to the |irc<ciiU wIi'm- saci-ed chuimler b.uL n<it 
prevented him from ta'.jiig that juiiitary jiart which seemed, 
in those diffieult iiioineiils, a duty of cltsntvatary paizioti-iu 
laid upon all alike, 1 enjoyeii many opportviUics iur fdieck- 
ing the statements of the Inahop. The small body of Fieiiidi 
limps which mull nook this gmote service liad Li-toi (K> 
tach^ in oue^balf from Iho aimy of the Kliiiic j tlie other 
haii ^ ;Mmd ■ md«F • itt ^bnagti cam- 

pai|(iit4|vit)i ttoeomiilislieil 

tbo uf X(>rth«m. Twwe' from Qermauy 

rlionml Vv ^cir looks ami nKHt* in-*'>frrr r -r I'tinn Low much 
they fUjDhied; And tuoie of them, in de&crildtig their 
hanldi^f their. Iruh aeqaaintoiice that) dtuing the 
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Mo^'G nr' Metz, Trliich lioil occurred m tho proviouH winter 
of 1797, they dept in liolcs made four fe^ below the 
surface of tho wV* ' Ope officer declared sobdikbly' tliat he 
had not onee' undxedaed, futtber tbmx by bis uoat^ 

for a peribd of 'tyrdye inoail^. ' Tbo *]|^Yute‘^lflIers bwl (dl 
the e&<«iLtial quaiUti^ fitting them fox a difficult and trying 
RGiTioe — "inittlligehc^*ai^vity; temperance, patience to a 
RnT|>ri8ing deg^- to^thoi^ 'with lUe exactest discipline.” 
Tins is the sfuictnent of their eoldid and upright enemy. 

“ Yet,” says the,h&1iop, with*, all ihesc martial qualities, if 
you except thO'grenadiurs, they had nothing to catch the eye. 
Their stature,' lot the most part, was low, thejir complexion \ 
{ujk* uud yellow, their clothes much the W'oi'se for wear ; tu| 

1 pcificiaT ' SUs^fir, they would have appeared incapable^ 
«)1 Guduriug any Jiaidsliip. These were the men, however^ 
of wliom it was presciiny ohsiTved, tliat they couhl be well 
content to liVa on bread or pcitatoes, to drink water, to make 
tho stones of the street their bed, and to sWci» tbeir clothcH, 
with no covering but llie cmiopy of heaven.” — ‘‘ Ifow vast,” 
hays Ci(HirO| tlie revenue of PardiUQuy!” uud, by a 
thousand degrees ulbie sti'lkiug, how celestial is the strength 
lliat descends upon the feeble tluougli Tunij^erance 1 

It uiay well be imagined in what terror the familii.^ of 
Killah i heard of a French invasion, and tho necessity of im- 
iiiedialely receiving a Kejiubljcau army. As 
ihese men all over Europe had tiits rcputalioii of pursuing a 
ferocious moraa^ng policy ; in fact, they w'sre held liiilt; 
lultcr than BOi'igaiuHry brigands. In ciuuluur, it must be 
.idiiiitted that their conduct at Killala Inslicd Uiese ivx><u’t^ ; 
tliough, on the other hand, an obvious iutcrest iiMigcil them 
to a luort pacific demeanour in a laud which they ^uted as 
friendly, sM deseed to^ raise into exi^^nsive insurrection. 
The French anuyv 00 miioh dreaded^ at leugih arrived*' The 
general and hmytafP eniieved* tlie pdbme ; and the^ret act of 
one officer; on OOl^ag jnto ^^e diniog^room, was to advance 
to tho BidebOi^J hw eep alt the . ulgte yin>.aj«'-kch and 
deliver it to the l^tjox>’s butler, with a chiju;.e u> cjii\ it otf 
to a place of security,^ 

* I ^ • .1 to be the truth, the bislioj* tlid litfht to n jioit 

it, 1 1 'i-rv !' . h - I ■■xlehip docs not fioem to bftvc litid wnch aoqnuint- 
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'Phe Erench oIBcotRi \ritli tlie HletacLxaeut left under tbeii 
orders by >^e commandec-^^ldi^ afeai4.lte>flfc month at 
Killala. Thia partod Qb< 

H>^vIn,^' iadivUiul diffue«ae^ doctor, 'and tte genoral 
lone thUr'maanexC mro'not thrown 

u^ay npon tiiie Ufllnyp : h'd with actltlial eyu, ami he 

iM-uided oir thu aiiol, wliatan^'felh'i^tUnhiK own uxiicri- 
ciice. ILul ho, liappetiod'to'^1^ a iH>liiiral or 

eourUcr bidinp, }u« racalil mtiiM, ^xhapjC luivd ho<*ii sup^ 
pren^; and at any rsiw U wgiilil h«m ih-eii '‘oli-unsl by 
prejddipe. Aa it 1 boliovo ii to luivc boi*» t'ne honcbt 
testimony' of hompst man ; aiicl| tionbidezipg lb.- minute 
cuMsUinfijtautianty of its dcHiipaUims, I do npt believe that, 
throu^out the revolutionary a*ai', iitiy one* doeuiaeul was 
jnade publia which tlirowa »•■ ini.r.li light Jon' the (pinlity 
and imposition of the Knin'li Ki'|iu1ilii'an armies. On this 
coniddaialifoli I shall extract a few possagoa the bishop’s 
penoii^ ^etchca^ v ^ 

The cWtri&ndcr-in-dn'cf of tlio Frej^V armament is 
thus delineated by the bifdiop : — . . ' 

the leailer of thia b^y of nun, was 

biinmP'i^ extraordinary a lunvuiuige' as wy.io hi** army, 
or a good height and «-ha|H*, in the fhll vigour of lile, iiiinnjjl 
to decide^ quick hi r.veeiiHoii, aj^iaivtiily ina^to' of lu" iiii. 
yiip could nfd Kfmse him the pnilsoof a good uDici'i', ahili* 
his idiyeioguomy ftiibude you to like biiu,, as h man. 11 is 
i-yu, whiidi uVm faniall and blerjiy, ca.»t d'hjileluug glance <ii' 
nisidiousom and n'en of cruelty ; it was the e^e I'kf .i cat 
pr.qianag to spring n)'>ai her prey. Uts .edmafiuo <i] -I 
iiiAiintsis were indicative of a {tOiMii sjiruns^ fap ai ifae h^uj 


iuri> ¥ritli the liCniKh seeaitMl mo>Ti> of ■mujgutfjdiw.pulbtc .!• L* J‘>i 
n»r]iouapf effect. .CyaiLSl neoiOo (Hka>iy4cl(‘''«h Urh 

la this jixiecilottf fiaom the year 1^3} ruiDHlk th it this 

plats 'and U|at bmket wen omfhlly gtet ana the cpi-^cop-i! 

i-iibi; 111 .- 

~ *- -* j «- ■ j. . _ . 1 


tagariUk* Hunaoh-.;, wu mi», t^i-iiy'hSf 

* * A»LL ^ 


^iTSljlTaQf what-posseilRtlhilUIn in tho Omutyof Mhjo 
. iml tha'iMits li^iiosnc diiannf the Fwli Tiua>i«in lu {|03* By 
nil Ky^-niteess.’* 'Loadoit, J800.--43. 
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^ I f j{<t,nuaLy ; thoiigli h<i kucw Ilow to aflE^ume, when it 
wiis couvi?niuut..tK$ dujiiprtmcnt of a gentleman,.. 

"*r.. io c iial.lft hm tf-TK l' iitC i4w 

]!m* ]>ua:«iuTi^ \\\Tn fu!i(/»'i ; Mid all lu» liCsbaviouc ei‘i*iiii.l 
iimiked with the clij^racti^ And 'Jn»ol<nce. A 

nim-owc-r obsenaUon of himj^^liQWever,' mined ; to dlvouTt^r 
tjuit niu^ of^ h'w jgng hTirito waa th e r^h iilt o t a rt , being 
a^sTim<M view of nvi* rlin.* i»y a r&iuy com- 

pliance with hid eomms!kd& 01 thl truth the bi^Qp hitu- 
Hulf was one of tfio w^o liad oceasicni tqr bo giade 
PoiisiUo.” ’ . / ' » . 

Tlie particidar occasion here alluded to by t£e bishop 
art)se out of tho' iit^t atl^mpts to (siFcet the diseml^orkath'n 
of the mil itai^]^/ stores and equipments from fbo Ereuoh 
shipping, as forward them when bindeil. I'he. case 

was one of urgency ; and pro]iortii)iiale allowance 

must he for the Frciicli geneiul. Every moment 

might brings 0e British cruiw'rs in sight — two^ important 
cxpc<litinns bod already been bafllod in that way: and the 
ah^luto certiuxity, known to all jiarties alike, that delay, 
under tliesQ ^juiinintanccs, was tantamDUiit to min ; that 
upon a diffeii^^ 'of, tnu or fifteen miiiutCB,,thia way or thal, 
might happen^tf) hinge the whole issue of the exp^tion ; — 
such a aixiaci0{toeBS gave unavoidably to every demur at this 
critical moment the colour of treachery. Neither .boats, nor 
<arts, nor hom^ couhl be olitained; the oivnen .most 
imprudently aiid aclfi^bly retiring from that service, ' Such 
being the cxtmmiiy, the Frencli general mnile the bishop 
rcsponsihlo to ^jekeention of liis ordeza; but the bishop 
Itad Tf-ally no means to enforce iliis r»miiiission, and failed. 
ITptm Lli^t, Ocnerol yxinilH'Xtt]jn‘at*-ni'il lo send his lordship, 
togeiluT with his whole fuimly, ]*rivonei< of war to Trance, 
and ajs-Huiudl the air of a uiiiu %io]ciit1y provoked, . Here 
came the crisis for ‘determining the hithiip's weqj^li amongst 
his irninediale flock; and hie hold npi>n their ejections 
One great not far 'off, Would, on such a trial, bare 

been esuhsngly coD^gned to his 'fate: that i well know; 
for Lord Westport and i, mevely ashia visiturs, were attacked 
in the dusk so fieredy with 'stones, that we were obli^l to 
forbear going out, unless in bro^ daylight Luckily the 
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of Killala fiod nhown n Chribtiau 2^u«tor, 

ami now lie reuiicd tlic fruits of liie gdocluce^. The pulilic 
seliishneHs gave wav, when the dangeir of the hisho]> was 
inailu known. The h<vit^'thc tlio hortsee, were tiow 
liberally itt from 'ih(ffr harking^placea ; tlie ar1.ilhT\ 

and biom Were lafadioil;’a^‘ tht -f Ihe «mts, 

wew*‘paicl ia drafts upon'flie. In-li Ih'i !..■•• i-, which 
;if it were an aerial co«i) served at least to mark tin un- 
willingnopfl In the enemy to ailopl violent modes of lioatihly, 
and nlttihately bccaTiur aviulable in ,ib’e very characlcr 
nesimed , to tb^i by the Frondi general not, imlccil, as 
fltofei itpon the rebel, but as claims upon the equity <if the 
English Oovemxnont. 

1116.0111001* left in command at Killala, when the ]>ic ^once 
of th^ commaudor-in-chief was reiinirwl elan'whcre, boro th»‘ 
imwie of Cliaros t JIo wwi a aged forty- 

five yeaTSf^hceon of a rarij-iaii WtUcInriakon IFaving been 
sent over at aii ewly ago to llie unhappy island of Ht. 
Domingo, with a A’iew to home coiiniictious there by wdiicli 
he hoped to profit, he had been fortunate enough 1o marry a 
young woman wdio brought him a plantatKin iov her 
dowry which was inijiuled to have yielded him a revenue 
of JS2000 sterling jier annum. Bnt this; /gf course, all 
went to wreck in one day, upon that mad decree of the 
I'Vench Conwntion winch jiroclaimed liberty w’illumt dis- 
f motion, without rcMti-irtions^ and wdtliout gradations, to the 
imx>repare(l and ferocious negroes.^ his wife and 

daughter would have ^lenshcd exmiiltaneonsly with his pro- 
]»orty, but for EnglisH protection, which delivered them from 
the black isabre, and transrerred them t6 Jam&iccu There, 
however, though safe, they ware,' as rtspecteda t^obmcl 
OharciSt, unavoidably cuptivi'i' ; mhl *• Ids ej’cs would jill,” 
says the bisbop, when hr fold flic family that he had not 
seen tliese dear relativi^ fur nx y«*arn pasit, nrw even had 
tidings of them ftr the Ja*t fhrw* yoaT«.” On hia return to 

finding that to linve b^nn a widchm.ikfF.- son was no 

* WsiW ifdt pemge a- it wai wrhicu ik-Ij under an ini- 
pressiM^ then univonuilly current. Bat, frcim wliat 1 have since read 
on this Biiijecti I beg to be considered as apeaking very doubtfully on 
the true eansSs of tlie^Si. Domingo disasters. 
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luiij^cr a bar to the honours of the militniy jnitfcHsion, he 
liatl eiitoTtsd the unny, niul li.id risen by merit to the idiik 
which he now held "He Im«l a plain, good umleTsl.uuliiifi 
He Rernicd careleHS or doubtful of revealed' relurioti ; hut 
y.ih l that he Ijeli eved Jn ^Go d ; wei® inolined.to think Shat 
tlieiv must be a future «ta^ and was very sure that^ while 
ho lived ill this world, it was his duty to do all the gowl to 
Ins fdlow-creaiupeB tliat he could Yet what he did not 
exliihit ill liis QWXL conduct) he appcMrc^d to I’cspecfc in others ; 
lor he took care tlmt'no noise or diAiuhauce dionld be inatlr 
ill the cjistlo [ia, the bishop^s jialaeo] on Sundays^ while 
the family, and many Profc'^bnita from the town, wti** 
aKseinbh'd in the library nt tlieit devc^tions. 

" Jhjujlot, the nc^t in cnnimiiiid, wus n captain of foot)' 
hventv^ight years obi. His father, he paid, 'wos sHU living, 

I hough sixty-seven years old wdieu he wan honi, Ilis height 
w'ofl hix feet, two inch* s. In ]M*rMon, cornploxion, and gravity^, 
h(‘ M'as no inadequate reprfsi‘iitali*m ot Iho 
Alaijcjia, whose exainjde he foUuwe*! in a redial !>7 lutt Ovvn 
prowess and wonderful exploits, delivewd in measured lan- 
guage ami an^ imjxwing eeriousneas of aepefcl,” The bis lng) 
renrcfl cTits him as vain and irritable, but diatingoEHeS by 
gcK>d ,.ij;;elJny....aTjtfi -pyaMiiple. Another olhcer was j^onsoT) , ■ 
deicrihed as five feet six inches high, lively and' aiiinm^ed in 
*"xcess, volatile, noisy, and chalt<*i'ing, a rautranee, "Jle 
was liar*ly,** says the bi'^hop, " and jiatient lo admiratioir of 
laTiiiur ami wont of rest” And of this hist quality the 
fnihiwiiig Vimdofifiil illustration is given: — contiiuied 
Avalching of days amd night$ iogetiher, when the I'ehela were 
growing desperate for prey and mischief, did not trpjmr lo mik 
his spirit^ in the mnlkd degree,” 

Contrasting With the known rapacity of the French Be- 
piihlican army in all its ranks the severe* Iioncsiy of thehc 
ixirticular office]^ we must come to the concinsion, either 
that they had be^ ideeUd for Utetr tried qualities of absti- 
neiico and self-ecrntrol/or else that tlie perilous tenure of their 
footing in Ireland bod ro^wed tliem into fcuhcarance. Of 
this same Ponson, the last described, the bishop dcclareq, that 
" he WTU strictly lioneat, and could not bear the ahstmee of 
liiis quality in others j so that his patience was pretty well 
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triiiil by Ins Irish allies.’* At tlie sauw he expressed 
Ills coiiteiiipt for religion iu a way which the bishop saw 
reason lor ascnblny to vaiuty—^^ the .miscrnble afTeetation of 
.yin;:' vram One offiw there was, 

' named whose- Aiul^ty j xaoalled the iiiijirep^ion, en 

li-''dvanflS{Siits to Ficii^ repipi&ranisni, which else had 
'k.ii ]i;irtitt11y efr.uvfl by the tnanueie and condiu-l nf hi^ 
comiades. To bim tho Wsbop 'and not the Vitdiop uiilv, bnt 
niauy,of ^ own infonuaihs, to whom Trncliai been fannl i.irl v 
I huow^Vt^bea front uf.hrasii^ an riuiultiil 

•niiDo/nmncra altogether vulga^^ and in his^dlneiis and ]H«rsuu 
ft hc^ck at ckunlinesa even beyond the.alQbcied negligent* 
of lepubHeoiiQ.” ' • !f,: 

Troi'Ticiwmr, hniipily/was not lca^liei£}‘',and llie prin- 
ciple^ ff jhe policy of his superiors iirorailt J, T« them, not 
merely' jn their own conduct, but alNti in their, way of appl^*- 
ing that influent which they liidd over thji^t.snost Ingiited 
allies, the Fn»(^*sieriia of Ooiinaupht were un&^^'ep oliliga- 
tions. Spea^king merely as to ^iropiuty, th^d^SmeBt bish«»p 
renders following jiibt.i; h» the oiicniy Aiiil ]»c-n* it 
would be an act of great iiiju.*iiie to t(i€*eju9ttQttnt di-eiplme 
constautly maintained hy f h».-c- iinndurs while thVy ifiii.i:uetl 
in OUT town^ not to reniaik ilial, ♦ilh eve):]S.tci»ptafioiL to 
plunder which the time and tbi* miosbcr of valmd'h* ,rt idcs 
within .their reach pruaenu-ii l<j them in the bhlii>p’^ p.J.ire, 
from a Adeboai^l of plate and ghufio*, a hall fiHul nitli liat», 
whips, -aud gpeateqats, as w'ell of the the family, 

ii'»l a siuglo jiarticulnr i.f [iri\jk- propcrtj' Wiw fuuiid to lia\M 
Ivon carri:*d uwaj, wlitn the owneTSi f%r first fii'/hl, 
cam*' Id Ivk for tlmir ('l^*»^tS| Ydiie]| Was not for n d i,\ r-r 
l\io afiiT iiic lauding." Even jn iiputters <if dcli'Wv tli- 
«.imo fwrbyaraace .was exhibited oiuiiv mm- i.f 

idhfcP ftpartmenU; during thsr, Oay ijT. in Kill,il;i, 

the aWc storey, couteiniiig a ifb*80cy;;^ bt-b-lianil*. r-, 
uonUhiii^ sacreJ to the hwl^i'^CWitainly. And m. 
.flcruj^ua wa- the 4<^licacy of not' to diMurb the 

' feRi#te,4»ri of the hoii(^ that notTooe of them was ever pi i u 
t o p{; j ^ghaF-ih an the niiililla ■floor , except on the evening of 
the wicegM .at 0|.^leW , when two officers b^ggod Iwive to 
carry To thclasiily the news of the buttle; imd seemed a 
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Iiillu moriifRMi that the nowB tvus i-ec^ived vrith ah air of 
cliKRAtiAfuetioiL" These, however, were not the weightiest 
instances of that ehiineftt* service which tite'JE^ieudii had it in 
tlieir power to tender oh Mda amij 

lii-li.nvd ill in eveiy sense.. Liahls to. euntinual panics iu 
till! iiekl — panics whiefa^ for &e Qverwheliuiiig. force 
iu cumulated, and tho'iUi^tigii of Lord Cornwallis, would 
li ive been fatU to ^'‘good cause — royal forces erred, as 
initliijikingly> aboae of aiV niomentery triumph. 
Foi^l'ettin^' tha^i^e kUIs heldiuany hostages in their han^, 
thev at once rewiBineiiced the old system practised in ^ex- 
tonl and Kildare^ of hanging and shooting without trial, and 
without a of the horrible reprigjJa th^iti might be 

adopted. Tbi^iS^prisal% but for the fertuxiate infiiieQce of 
the French pomjuiisDflerA, and but for their great. ^ergy in 
ap])lying thaH influenf’.e according to the exigencies ot time 
and pLico, U’cudd liavu been made : it cost the whole, weight 
of the Frei&ife||^(jWer, their iudnenoe was strefe^^ almost 
to l>rc.'Jcing^ 'h^oro tliey could acc*(impli§h t]|s£r purpose 
of ijnuitrsliaing the sonsulvss cniolly of*&e;ttiydist% and 
of HiiVLiig tha,.,ftremb}ing ProleAtanta ware the 

aiixK-ties of tbM momenfe . »ml 1 myself hettdpenos^ at a 
disttinro i.f neariy two rcar^ declare that tlieir |iVdi‘, hung at 
tbai linn* hy'athreod ; and tliat, but fur the 
of til*' liiird-ldeuionunt by forced juarobc% ttiab would 

havi sn:i)i]ied. *‘Wo heard with iianic," said thoy> ^ of the 
madness wUch^:^i;fpaM^^ the ymeed&n^ iot our 
ihaant friends for any dianca of aafetyt unav^tSly 
we l»'>k;cd only ’ to' oiir. nominal enemies — the staff of the 
Freiii'li army,". > ' ■ 

One Rtimy 'was still cax^t,'aiid vei^ fi^qiiantly repeated, 
at tlio limn of 'igy. oi|Oi,.jcisld^^o,^pQn 
transactions. 'It .be-'ftir io manUon, 'jt^;li|^Ehout 

sfiyiiig, at thu ^ w^oWi’^lM^ii 

was ho much ^ eihi;r,lbed thweandvor to 

lilaniu bimsedf. the rebel 

for the leFsoU'lia h^*|iEKn li&. The ceso was this s^Hay 
after day the rojal forces hail been aocumulotiiip u]ioii 
militarv posts in the ncighbonrhood of Killala, and could be 
descried from elevated stations in .that town. Stories 

VOX1.X , a 
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travel liicl biiuultaiie*tiiblv to Killalii, every hour, of the atro- 
cities winch iiiaikcil their advance ; many, doulifless, beiii;^' 
fictionn, eitlier^of blind halredi or uf that ferocious jHilicy 
which nought to niake the rebels desperate, by tempting them 
into the last jjjiciWmitiM of' guilty but, tinliappily, too luiich 
cdimtcnanoed/as to thefr' general outline, by em^&scs on the 
royal part, already proved, and undeniable. . The feriuci)^ 
and the anxiety increaiSd every lioUt atoEoi^t the rebel 
cccupants of Killala. 'lyn* Fivuch bowl jwwr to 
h evoad |h a luoral one of lln-ir r»flncncQ aa allies • nudjn ibc 
lery on$S ^^IHa'alariiLing^ uitiiatioii, a rc-W caiii-* lo il.«' 
Bishopy^i^th the news tliaftlie il cavalry w.*- af ilmr 
momeaitlflpViRadQg from t^ligo, and could be 'txsicbd al* u^ *ii'‘ 
country by the line of bJiiyliig luiiLftiv wliicb ac^nii ] >'11111 >1 
their aiar^ The Bishop doubted this, aAd exinc^id his 
doubt ,**Com6 with xne,^ said the roliel Zt was a inattcr 
of polity to yield, and his loiilshixi went' 'They ascended 
together the Needle-tower-hill, from the of which 

the blsliop Apw discovered that the fierce reM had spoken 
but too truly. A line of ^siiioke'* and ^i?e\4an over the 
country in. the rear of a strong xsittid' detaclusl irmu the 
Kiugfs fhrbea The moment was cndcal; ,the itli'l’s eye 
expres^.'.the unsettled state of his feelings; aiul at that 
instaai thd imprudent bishop uttered a seatiou^it which, to 
his dyu^ could not foiget ** mcaxi' 

ing the'.rpih^ houses, are only yhiw The 

rebel mused; and for a few moments se^ad, in sclf-confiict 
— a iliY'adful intervii] lo f hu Blhlmp, who b^dame f>eii«ih1o of 
Ills own extreme inipri.di'nce the very, moment after the 
word4 had escaped him. f£oircver» i^Mau eo&teiiUd him- 
iH:li -with wiping, after a xnuse, “A wiQr 'nian's jid-iu i*- to 
hii iLJs dear as a lAtore.'* It is jwnwito tfial this 'rel'Ui was 
far from expressing the deep iiMsul ' nt Jii.^ in-art, 
tlmugh his ruadniOB? of mind failed'io f!irsj«Ji']iiiii with any 
other more stiugir^ ; ami, in 'iiieh* baiw^ hi! do]i( i.il-c upou 
tha'tet moT^imii -of TOtcHAiw fe^flag l»eiug bioktn. The 
J5jdmH,.hdwevef, did not fonftt.the*WOTi be "bad n-ceived ; 
nor'dJd he &a to blame hlBiwdf miW. Iteavily, m.t m much 
fi»r his inifirmlonce, as fur his thoughth-Hs* a.l.»ptiou of a 
language expMsiiig tpi anstocratic hauteur that did not 
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lielong to Ins real cliarocier. There tliat 

liioiuent, no need that fresh' fnel ahuuld be applied to ilie 
irritation of the rebels ; they had aJrendy dechii'ed their in- 
tention of plundering the town p and, as they added, *Mii 
spite of the IVoncdi " whom they now regarded, and openly 
denounced^ as ^^abettei^ of the Protestants,” more than 
ae their own.allies. 

JuBtice, boi^6Y{ar/pnslf'''B6 done^to the rebels, as well oh 
to tliuir If thei| were disposed to plun- 

der, they were fewnd generally to shrink from bloodshed and 
urnolty ; and yet from no waiil of eneigy or deten|ihiation« 
The ]KMsatitry never npi>eared to want aniitidl< courage,” 
says the Bishop, ” for they Hocked together to meet danger 
w'lienever it 3 ^ expected. Had it pleased Heaven to be as 
liberal to tHcttn ^of brains as of hands, it is not easy to say 
to what Icn^h of mischief they might have proceeded ; but 
they were all dong' Unprovided with leadem of any ability.” - 
This, 1 biflieve, wai true ; and yet it would be doing poor 
justice to the'iOdqnaught rebels, nor would it be drawing the 
mural tnily as respects this aspect of the rebellion, if their 
abstinence from mischief, in its worst fonn, were to be ex- 
pUined deS^^in thek leaders. Hbr is it possible 

to suppm Aim w^ishop’s mcmiing, though his W0r& seem 
to tend that way. For he himself cUiudiere' Uufirea the 
absence of alf wantem bloodshed as a feattm of tiiis Con- 
naught rebellion most honourable in itself to the poor mis- 
guided rebels, iitA as distingiushing it very retnarkabTy from 
tli>i greater insu^tfon so' locenSy crushed in the centre 
and the c^cumstance,” says he, “ woi+liy of 

liarticular that, during the whole time of this civil 

commotion, of blood shed by the 

Ciiini.night rob^ ekoept in the field of war. ' It is true, the a 
example and Infl yu^'^of t he. French wenta grnt way to| 
]ireytmt KUigaiiw^^S^^; ’ But it will not he deesn^ fair \ 
to 'ascribe ttTI&K WBdQ'ftloQa the fimbeaxanee of which' we 
were witnesaiM,i$ic!Ufr‘i^:<»;DfiSle^ 'what a range of ounatry 
lay at the meTc^ for several da}'B after the 

Fzviicli power was known' to he at an end.” 

To what, tlien, ars we to ascribe the forlwazance of the 
Connaught men, so aingulstly oontrasted with the hideoua 
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GxcuwicK of their liicthren in the cost ? Sohdy to the (litfer* 
cut Goniplexiou (bo^ at least, I i>ta8 of the policy pursued 
by government. lu Wexford, Kil^^ Meath, Dabl^, &c., 
it had been judged MifiSEfc ^ precan- 

li.Miaty pulicyrSot n» ui^puniyuSmT Imt tnr ifra fli .mvei \ 
of rubcllions fbrpoaes, the dfn«t sereriiy ; ii*>t 

iji rcly free-cpidrtt Tiiij][rof (ur own 
iiu caprchb- ciiUimisBicm) cooitait oatipgj^ .toulta u]! -n 
cil] who 'ai.re saspeeted, l.pou all trho 
^ncb^ioeaeui^ vpem oil who ohoi^ioji iln-ir 

Jva^de^. eren, under, coloor V itiHifl 

Gro|]idw^'’i^ pitch^oappinga, lulf-Lu^p^^Wd thi: tntfun- 
of **pit^^aMiUga** r to fiHv no^hil^( of lioim'lprnieii, and farm*- 
laid' ^a»*-4hjiigt> which wem dime deQy^Ei^^bsdor luili- 
tavy <^ 1 ^ 8 ; the pur|K>se avowed beii^ T^fceance i>ir 
some kqovn act of lusiinvction, or t^^dApifeuiuniion tn 
extort, coitfosaiozia. Too ofkm, hoivtiver, well die 

Hipjiosed, in ench utter disoig.iiii4Htion privab- 

luuUce,’ either pcivviial or tm iiccunut of bid iSs^^feudH, wri- 
the true jirineiplc at work. And mauj jrew^kujf driwn, 1>,v 
mera'IreDay uf just iiidlgnatimi, or, pSeift'to'. mere dc 
peahUoqu'tnto acL« of nheUiun whicKV«i|w^;j|3fiiey had n>>L 
ined^lwd< ^,^Now, in Connaught ot^ ih»,|ii^e jt]io riome liar- 
harnna po^)^’ was no longer pUrsu^ ; it ivvA mmti 

:hat|' uleii' nSHdcncd by ill uaagf^, weie 

rapah b of im at aelf-control. There w'os no" » petition of, th>* 
I'hiiiis^^^maFRacrtis , and jt waa imjpoeuble to exiihiiii 
liuKHTpnQT thoru w^n noxie, Withonl^ UiO; aAmn time, 
xelicctingbaA upon that atnxdtycOqi^^i^lottr'efiNdlm^^^ 

. Theta things considered, it Adt theP' 

wart a aidrit of unjustifiable on 

arlduving .tMfe tElumph. « la ^^^lyTWjfe *‘^*^^'»**j tn '•)•- 
VKsire of puno' to of cnidiv 

a^ : «^ iiltar^ mind-, T 

could not 

'iWMNMpi (nnulr, f 

won the cfjrdiul 

appn>1S^mi,§f #piw. ladies who had participated in the panii*. 
1 dhidar joimt j^rtof .the report wiiich repreecDta ai'vera] 
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nf the dra(;oo]is as liavhij' cUsmoaufu*!, resigued the can* uf 
their horses to ]ieKSo&s .in^he street^ ami ^nusued the nii- 
hH]ipy'lij|[UiT»'8> criiiiiu&bf uuflghbtedlyi hut no Irnifr-r ilm- 
iqh^tairs airl duvn-stoitB, to the list newik uf tiu ir 
I** I-- it. TTorst eriinuisis jcoiild 'not' hit known and 

iilriitified hnch ; ewA id a 'caao where they Cdulil, 
^ug(^1xciB40Jil^iil9}4Jfjiod^lb1i]l was not jMiLiud hv 

liixi'us vaDics raised, faoeiies uf 

iliu same d^|jK^ijptii)a wen; Vheld ii|ii)ii the fivot triamph nf 
the royid and but for I^iOyeYi^OoEnWaUis, 

• ipiully firm Sb^Bijee hu/sueew^ niodei^ itilltiK ezerclHe. 

uTiiiiU.’-hei^’ym'aUod. mure extub-ively. Ilic pr^or 
n-liuN wenMupmeil with h u<.edl(»4 fi'rotdiy on the n'- 
filiiuru of hnfly, indeed, did sAuw'of tlie con- 

•liii'ir.rs ht£jji;iii|W the CooUteph of tiio ^lJpt^vc^ that U>th 
rii4iuid — imr^iu'w ninl puiAUkHl^-iulo 

the tuiTur*fqHltfM houses of Kiliala ; iiiid, in some inktanee^, 
t lie hull Qiiefh^^a Tcbcl told with nioi til ( ifeet uism a myali n. 
1 1 TV, dther cAfc>«'v of this rcbi-llion} in caudunr 

it alioqU' ]|{h -ritotlpQcd, that the ruyiil ntmy was coiiipoiH.it 
iliiofiy of ddKt^’tdgimentAw Not that iiiililia, or rof^mruts 
cnriipOHod'Shi^i!;^ meii who hml but just befoin vofiintccii^il 
fur the line, U^h'el often uiade uiiexivptionable solSienv, hut 
in this case Ihara'mi no Trasonablo iiruportiidi of Veterans, or 
Mii'U wbu bad J)Mi ;aay serrii'o. The Biahop of Kilhia wa^ 
:iov<iiL'ed'hy ntt'tntdligont ofliiHir of the hinges atniy, that the 
VI cord were wS&]^ A trifle of fieihg 1s!<iten. 1 was luv'vlf 
by a gfld9t«'iaai^who j^le as a voluiitc^cr on that i1:iy, 
ili.i:. to thd'b^ ot hjfajb^efi it ^ merely a mistakru onler 
; f the leM a fate appUcalioxi of a 


.ihuMii, not; a** 

reiiiect^ 

ome to their 'mflW seemed to think 

that they hud a propfl!^ ^ey had 1 )e«ii the 

iiiuans oC pre-servings at^ 'to' ite if as their own whenevi-r 
tlniy stood in uf ii Tlieir lapflcity differed iu no 
ri -poet from Ib.ir of tte retell, excei't that they seized up- >11 
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things y\ ilh leps of ceriimon^ and excuse^ and that his 
majesty’s Roldiers were superior to the Inah 

traitors in dexterity at stealing, la consequesce^^ihe town 
grew vi^ry yreary of their- guestsi and Strere see them 

inan h off to otticr qwtehL** 

The miiitaiy I'pmtious in this Lrief ciuiJimign wer»» ili-- 
ereditahle, in the lust degree, to the energy, to tiib rjgi]aii>i\ 
and tq the steadinfsa rf the Orange nnuy. Uuntlnsri 
beea^ a; leader* against Inu royalists of La yciul6cj,as well ;«•> 
on thq^Bhine; consequently he was an aaitMdextTnu** Piuiti\ 
— ^,fiti^'<^iialljr fur worfiin^ and ivt the r.'u'tus nf 

rsgalgi; s^hsH. Keenly ali?a to the neowity, uiifler AfV 
cirenmatsikMa, of vigour and dcsiwitch, after osenpying Killil.i 
on IliQ August (the day 'Of his di.-^m 

l>erkation}, whore, the small garriKvn of 50 meh (y<‘oinon ainl 
fencih]i^)'h^ made a tulcrahle n*Msbmce, and after oihi*r 
trifling ^afiauy, he had, on the 26th, luaichcHl again.-t Oirilr- 
hor with 'about fiOO uf his own lueu, and periiaps ISOo id 
1500, of tto rebela Here was the .{tdTW^od; fpoet of Ihc 
Qeneral Lake (the Lord and 

Btitehinson (the Lonl Butchtuson of 
had MSeinbled upon this point a respoetahlB force ; some jay 
iipwaidi pf 4000 — others^ not mpre.thaa 1100. Tlie dis- 
graoefai''*i^U is well known:' fte\ matching all 

night .qver^uatain roads, and tbroggli^xee^pafa which was 
thought impregnable if it liad Imn occupto^by a batta1i<iu 
instoad of a captain's guani, ^anTprised 'Caathduir im the 
morning of the S7tlt, I no word short of 

thnt can oxpteas the rircnmstaocefl of Ahe esse. About two 
oVlffck in the morning a courier intelligence of 

th* French advaniaD ; bat, 

at heod-qinjartexis, su^ as than citht^r 

once or., twine 'in" the Ida news wns 

if 'tli^&re negleded ? 

Se||adie(^^howem, it waaA^£ad. Cfl-ievea, When the news 
prm^ito ^3{a' true, tlj^ i>>}^ai:;^WW»'dxnwn nut in hnrry 
and to meet the eircfni}V' mte French, on thejr 

]>aTt, Wett^ ettr strength, looked fiW no better msnlt to thein- 
M*1rca '&di slbnmaiy siimoider ; more cHjiecially as our 
artillery was wdl ser^tjd, and soon began, to toll upon their 
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rankA. Bottor liCjpes first aii*so, as tliey afterwanls ilirlan-d, 
upou qbaerving tint many if the truopa firefl ni a disoi4ltn'l\ 
way^ without waiting for the woid of command ; ii])ou this 
1,* y now • in a. &v a panic arose ; 

«^ i!-ral tih.. :\*1 a spite of all 

■ -iiiifl oc iliciu^ip^jiwcerax t&eiiight becamo 

Tin t^H.ps thirty miles distant, 

on that wpe d^y*;-ipmd one.smaft party of mounted men 
nctiiaUy/p9i»hed..4U:'t;Q *4 above sixty miles 

from the Wtle. Foarteen pieces pf artille]^ were 

lost on thje oomion. However, it ought to ha meutionefl 
that 1-1 line fierioOs'gmmids appeal^ afterwards for mpeeting 
treachery; most of those who hod been rcfiorfce^ ? UiisdAg " 
having been ufterwanls observed in the ranks of tiie^encmy, 
where it m l^nawhable enough (or perhaps not so remarkable, 
as dmply hip^ing how little they were trusted by their new 
.tllir-fl, and for that reason how naturally they put 
kf'wazdoo the iu«iRt dangecous scr^deeb) that these' deserters 
]••'^ished to a^jtiuui. Ueantime, the new Lord*]^ieatenant, 
lilting his foot 'con&bntly in the etimipi &ar^ed ftoiu 
Dtildin without a ‘moment’s delay. By means of the grand 
i-aniil, he laado ft foK*cil march of fifty>^x Englbh utiles iu 
twri days; which brought him to Eilbeggan on the 27tli. 
Wr} LMi’ly on.tlko following moming, he received ilio iiii- 
pletiaaiLt news Cssfleb^. d7pon this lie advanced to 
Athlon^ meett^OTexy indication of a rout^ and j^nicstrack 
iiiioy. liOni Lake was retreating upon tll[8t fown, and 
Llionght lamsdf ^ is sfiid) so little secure UYcn at this distance 
fnan the uiiemy, that the u>a<l friun Timm wail covered with 
strong p'<inih. On t3m other hand, In Imlicrons contrast U* 
these deuionslrationa of ojUnn (nuj^^wng ,(d hs rdatad 
unfhout Fnnjrh had nevet['i^^ from 

Castlebar. On of Stcpteniber, was 

within fimrloch .intdles. of i that place, ifumutt^lgywever, 
had previously dislodg^V tQUffijp^ ibo Coimiy ^OD^onl. 
His motive fur this.-Bmye]nEdi|i*Wus to co-opendS with an 
iusiirreotiiin In that' qiihitirr which haii jiift th^ Ibroien out 
iu strength, lie was now, howisvur, bvmuied'fn by a large 
oiroy of |u»Th.'iiiH 27), 000 meii.atlvaucing fnmi all points ; and 
a few niovtaj were all Uiat I'cmauicd of the game, plhyed with 
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wlialfVtr (-olonel Verekei, with about 300 of the 

Liniwiik liihlitiuy first rme up with him, aud skinuihlied 
very tnditably (Septemlxff 6} .witti. or (aa the coluiiel 
always mumtainri)*, the whole of the Fr^h mxxy^ 
Other afTain of trfWiS^^&aTOrtaiire followed ; aii<l at length, 
on the 8th of SeptcohUr^ General’ Ihinihi-rl ioiircm1ei\ii1 uith 
his whole' uxmff ngw redoe^l to 844 of nli* 4 u 98 were 
Mlueie i' having lost i-ine^'theiif'lgndihg'at KiUala exactly 
men, Tf:»- rebels w«H x^ot admitted to eny terto^ ; iIk \ 
were pursued and cut «fuwn wit^iout indtoy. . However, it U 
ideanank to'.Jcuow that, from their ‘agilif;y in oerapiiig. 

( ruel jadic^ was defeated ; not much ahote-'^ilO ][a'rjHlii'il : 
and iha'4 wera sccunyl io tlie royal paAy-ihh woKl ncdiiJi^ 
vf vengtonci*. the fieivest, find of clemency thh' uioat undi^- 
linguisUng, without any one advantage ofaitfa^h Soi'ir 
iliHtriotSi as and Kris, wtnx! freaM With uisitjul 

iig*)ur; Uie cabins lieiiig Irnmc^d, and tlieir'anhappy tenant i 
driven out into the iiiountiiiiii fur the \\int«r. ’ 1t%m, Uiere- 
fmre, there W 4 is ; for the liuiiiaitc politiciidiB,'(WMino^ 
jw one must Indiovc, fanntd it iiccfshaavT^^fbr.'Ihe army to 
leave -^behind sonio inipresmons of tefw' -^tornDgst ' llu' 
ifiBurgentjs;’ It is cerf^iin, however, that, niidhc-'lho cuUnn4*> 
of 'Lw' ilbniwallifi, the elandunls publm^ Severity wi re 
\(-ry much lowered, fo* coinparcfl with die pmiouji exainjih*' 
ill \\exford. 

Tile lardiucBB and slovimly execution of the whole eervii'r, 
ijiKintiTne, was well illuttraloil in what follows: — 

KiUala Was not delivered fiMnt reWI han'Is unt3 ihe 23d' 
of Sojit enihcj, notwithstanding thsr geSieml nnin:iiiLr 1Ta?f 
lil'i'iirW3"An Ihe 8th ; and then only ih '^wquenco of un 
fiom*the Bi^o}! to Gensiwl ;^C^cli» hfistciiing In'* 
iiuiii'h. Jim sHnatlon of the indeed criiii al. 

IliimWrt'bSiil Idt three IVeadr oflidMib' jqeoteot tlio place, 
hilt Uisi r 'iitfliienw 'Had 'graduhuy Hi 'a ' shadow , And 
idans.^oC'ifnlliee, with all horrors, weru dnilv 

dphalA^*^wIcr thM' the Freiirli ufHcern 

«ViV mya tlio 
had no TeitM>n to l/o pleasoil 
with UiiRm^|Uii» he hall received miuhdiafi'lj afu^r the 
action! 'i^ltV'hjEUl ^retiinied to the caallc fur hie subre, uibl 
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a<hnnc»'tl willi it. to tlie yate, in order to deliver it iij» to 
F.ume Euylish otiicor, when it ^ras eeixed and foived ironi lii'i 
hand by a common aoldier o{ Vtaaaif^. Be ranie in, ;'(>t 
aii(<tlier awoid, which he Mirreiidered'toim.ofllcrr, nuil inrm-! 
Ill ii'-i-iiber Ihe hall. At t1ti» moment a 'AM^nrl fliylihanh i 
hiiiM l1iinu({1i this yali-, m apite of the btnlinel placed tlui.- 
)<> ihc ).*eiierii1, awl tTiW at the cfituAuindanl with iin aim 
li lt was jK^r proving &tal, for tll^ hill under hi*- 

(inn. jficrfung a 'xipry thiclc door’ ciitiTcly through, and 
in tfao Flad we Lifit flie ivoithy umu hv * 1111-11 

nil aOiddvut, hie d^tli wouhl have ihi* whole r^li-h nj 

our )iiv^nt enjoyiQjtshti. He cfuiiphuiu'di airl receivtsL an 
lor tlie mldior’B liehavionr frrnn offiter. LeaM- 
w.iA imueiliatcly gmntcd to tlic t1iri-»> Fieiwh ofticfi's 
1-liiiil by Bumjbe^ at Klliahi) to Wp their .^v^mda, thiii 
I fUiK and even their ncdchaiuliorit iu tlic hon^e.” 

« j 

ij:' you yeneraUif to ihh cm //u- ^V4l /nVi 

in JSrill, wnuitg this rl.ani«r. T tell. i> 

s<* itft Jealoiii^ (lutermittiugly tvcurriiiify ihat iniVhibly 1 inh^ht Imcc 
I'llU'n uuiler'alalw biw at thin T*oinlof inyyoulhlul irieiuoriul^. 1 
Mijifir lifid Mil mmlo iH-livirc, indeed eonii t lined 1 knew for cenaii., 
1 ii:it, iu the jHnetfotiifKe of bt^h ihiIKlcs finm dosrnwuds a 

'j>iiit nt fiHy oriKNiiw-iiiatic^ provaiJcid, which jnjule ichu|ieJeN<- t» 
Mil: fi.r Riijih^ rbMinhliug truth. It' in auy qiiiner yon fi’miul 
•Mi.ihmr IibeAjlty, /AatWRk hwcainfi no ini4 Ivnl «• xi-Usii la JUiytlhi.'. 
li 1 , niici oontaqohntly no tuil iiiforuiatlon. Fiinl out eny rnnii tii-it 
• itlii tiirnleh y^s-with infirn-tnaLiun Mtch !!■« jire,<-u]i|M«A»d in intcii'* t ii> 
I'.'l iieh fliid ineyhiitaly b* tunie*! cut a pAr^iwui. Thei»- c-ni- 

I •.' U> a iArtower proof of flih th^ii tlin mlit.ulrm'* IfheU .-'id lit< 1 . 1 > 
.iiceH cnmiil. evAu In Ent^lAudi ihii^iigh ouo wliclc p'lieri-inii. 

■ ill 1 liii' late li0^1 l^dhiidei^ -amcHiable and fail! f>r. ii'ui.'u:-* 
.1 liur Luirh h forngs iajwsbtis in times iif unperalleJd 'Int'i ii ij. 
Xlifa^h, ill -'iu r.i »!iiA yiipn ef the iMt cciitary, bwlrwh V'd>yh.fl 
111 *' II iijcxflieubly falsiitid; nabHrfioently. uhni he tuaie loiu^•^um^ n 
!• lilini; p.'uL iii thci ISu^fi i^lleiaoiit, tlie etrorta to cAlniRuiaU Im'h 
1ft aiiiee\i'U more latMaLv.'oiijl 'H id milywithm the last Rim yeart 
tii:it A re.’ieluHi of |mhllo\<i|llbiita tide nibject bag been etnuu' 
to Tt -i^h evTu th(Hic''edi^ 1ii9*maiits who wwB.cnlt|^ei.i d 
ni.n. TAher.l Jouuiuhi Kevkw 

iiiiw nrrevrif^ hift meriie.- NoSnmynf!^ {thpOniblo fTiot the evil 
nar of 17S?'* in Irthiud, and the par^iTimaplcn&Uiily liormfotoi null 
iS, «>h(>ii1il thib ^ml deM'my Trkb poliiiea. 'I -Yrotu^ ilierf- 
im ■, (•ii^iiially iir.d«r a J^aiomiy tiiat wtiilly I nii^it bAvv he.>ii 
iiC|ii •!. At ]in«ent, in iv»vi«ori]ig what T had nnttin twintvyv-iir'i ago, 
1 h-il ili.^ jrduusy iiiucli iniird keenly. J (ihriuk (lie P«*.hiiir« 
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irialiiMiiiM prtili.iitumq of <mr holdifiK, sometime*! of llicii .iIIicot*!, .is 
camjioMnij :i Jiot utious army, without without huiiuiinty 

witimiir. rn-ii stciwly courage. Haa any man a tight to ask our toki'a- 
tuiii frti i)hituws iio roranjiiic aa ? Duim**!. i»orhiit«a, l^as inyM^ll • 

.Hill it w'.w iminrai , thbt W ^ uurlri the oTOrwht 

iiilliionces oj^iresamg any right that I eotUtf have at my wrly age to a 
• ns* imlcpottdeo t Judj^ent But 1 will not an y longer assist iml u pui" 
the reader; and 1 will therefore anggost* to hiin two groumlh oi 
velimaimt jnifi}\icion agatneteall the iDeldtoua eoUmrings given to his 
Htatemeiite by the' Biahop 

1. 1 beg to remind the reader that th» army of Mayo, in .so 
imstfiuiy and aoundiflCiplineil, If wo believe the Ihshfji, w.w. in jj'iit., 
the army of' ^gypt in the ytur 1601 1 how vouM i ijsiiop havr 
answered 

2. '!Pbs Bishop nllows gieat weight, in ii-eatiiifjf ahy an<^atl'ms what- 

ever against the JEuglwh army or Ihu Kliglfsli iSovtnsji, to lh« 
moderatioBj eitnltyi and self-control, claimed for the Irish peasantry as 
notorious elements in their eharactor. Heantitne he Ibtgots this 
doctrine most conuimsuoiwly at times ; and represents An safi‘ty of thv 
Protestaats agaiiiMt ]>Ulage, or even against a apirtt of maKSiiCre, .ss 
entirely dependent on the influence of the Whether f..T 

property or life, it was to the bViwli that the Iririi 1‘iotealants lookwl 
for protection : nht T i( is, hut the Bishop, on whom that i^tiresentalion 
will he fontul to Tusi. 



CHAPTER XII 

TnAVK&TJNTO IN NNUXiAND IN OLD DAYd^ 

It was late in Oetolserf or early in Nnyembcr, flmt 1 qnittiul 
iiritli Ixird WestiM>rt; ainl very slowly, juakiiij* 
II iii^ l>‘i'*ni'ily deviations from the direct travelled 

back to Dublin. Thence, afttir some litth* stay, we lecroK^ed' 
St. Geoi'ge’a Ghimnel; brnded at Holyhead^ and then, by 
exactly th<f same vpute as we had piiradcd in early June, 
we posted through ]^gor, Conway, Uiinrwfit, Llangollen, 
until onoe ag^n we fotmd onrsclveB in England ; and, tw ri 
mutter of oouTBe, making for Birmingham. But why making 
fur Birmingliam 7 ' Simply because Biiiuingham, under the 
old dynasty of stage-coaches and post-chaises, was the ceiUni 
tif our travidling system, and held in England something of 
that rank which the golden milestone of Borne held in the 
Jtidiaii peniiisnla. 

At Birniinglmm it was (whioh 1, like myriads beside, liad 
ti-avcrsed .i score of times, without ever yet having visited it 
us a termnvfi ad gum) that I parted ^Ih my friend Ijord 
West])arl, Eis route laj through Oxford j and, stopping, 
therefore, no longer ,tiiaiirwds necessa^ bameia fresh 
horses — an operation, however, which was seldom accom- 
plished in less than half^n-hou^, at that Sm-t-he went on 

^ Thm um snatches in this fteptefi from the papws in Tuii'^ 
^faffazine for May 1834 and Augost 1S34 ; bat it is mainly from an 
article of T)e Qwmcey’s in an extra nniDber of Tirrtfor VeemUr 1S34. 
Dtf Quinrey*s own title to the clnrf>tet was simply '• Trfiv*ilHng ; but 
“Travelling lu Bughiuil in Old Bajh ” ih mow pn,ciHe.— M. 
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ilicerLly ti> Slratfur*!. My omi cli‘htmatiou was yet doulitfiil. 
1 IkkI iiopu directed, in DnMin, U} inquire al tbc Birnnn^liain 
Po?t-uffice for a letter vli^nYro^dl guide my motions. There, 
acconlmt'ly, u]^ it,- liy die expected letter from 

my mother ; from wMohrl^l^amod that x&y eieter was visiting 

ft* ^ pf “I ‘o 

which ^ invuA^ttef^' Sy rgrute to this lay 

Uiroupk, ISUndS^-... Tfai||her'l,uq^^ by a stagecoach 
until aio' following ‘day ;;'tawi' to 
111 ike t^'-most of niy present 
1 hat timfl^'^iriy Binuiiigham. . . s. *! ■ , /i ' 

}io fiot'offcivloil, GfiiQiiatrj^ of that I salute 

your ntttdl tmn with thow> dijBpaiagiujj^^^^^^ It ia niit 
in^' habit to indulge rush inipulm of boAh^ptiow^ any 
man or body of incfi, wheitisoever tioUM^,:fi?,3ieaB towards 
a raoeiof, high'immded and most iufelHgcqt dtiten'^-, f-ii'di .i> 
Birmiujihm baa exhibited to the admiiatioii of all Kun •[•••. 
But u to the BOXBB and the gl»oia which f aectiho to >oiu 
those featores cl your town will inustTeto wfiat'tho Cti'nn.'ni- 
meau<.%y'lk<m^'ckid^ (dn-seitiger) judgmnt Theio . 11 1 >, I 
eaayfuil heUeve, thousands to wlnun Biniaiii^in ia Piiittlu r 
i]h&As;*fotvdomestic peace, uud for f dure i>r 

sunshine:*' ' But in my ca-^e, who ha^e'^aed 1hiT.ii|:1i 
BintiingIbuR' a hundred times, it slmya Liyinon^d iu rtiiii, 
except once; ^ad* tliat once the Sliraw&bury'iiuiil carrii'd im* 


so rapidly ew'ay^ that I had not time to examine the Mun- 
sliine, or see whether it might not 'be {Oi Birmingbaiu 
counterfeit: for you 'know, men of.i^bnniDghani, that you 
tiiii counicrfeit— *6uch is your doY^ess-- all things iu 
iifaron aud earth, from Jove’s thonder-holts down to a 
t.iil'ir’e bmUdu. Thereforej^ thu to be ch' 4 Ll'g<'d to 

my liad.lpch. Thou, as to the "nM^li^er did 1 h\e\,\i at 
tliat imotnioue Hen mni 0AM||nii^’’fD' whieli usually my 

• r-i - ‘ 

^ XUmihs the iui>ftdity with j^nloh Beer jibrawe Jiiuit 

tl.e pc^s, that this 

Msd in erery iii:\np.ip> r, /Aw (vib., 

jm of aiNl6gy to wairuit its intrmliictlou, 
dMfhptel, nod also • eattRh-uin, nhirh ^e Knslihh in 
oolneiali It wia, in fact, efT''ri]iiif' to tho spirit 
r.f l>r. JMia&a-igitlty mply t6 Mi-t KnijiLL, lug dtiongh for an 
isluiil. But oar lVRii"Stlainie lirotburs, deelling iqioii ao nif^rljly 0 
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ilfbtjiiy l>i 011^1 it me, but I bad roascri to coiupliuri tli.itilf 
diHiTutt hen did not gather her vagrant Ilo<?k to r*M>.st at 
\aria)i]o lionra. Till two or ifaroe^ I was kept waking by 
thoHo who were rt-tiriiig ; and abbot three commenced the 
luouiiiig limctions of llio i^ortec, oy of “Bootg,** or c*f " undor- 

roiitm<‘nt, liftTe graduall} eulargeil^ their Male ot iime, aa of other 
(ibjei into a aiisc of coubObiiauTute grauiUar. In iw aoj^ate Kew 
York jonriiale, which, b]f tlio kudncM of Aiacncoa fr^dtif arc at 
tins ):jtnii<!»t (Apiil 26} lyina Wore mo, i feaii oatounding'jnvufratious 
of thi4 ; — Forloatanoo "Painarn'o Montldy'* fio* Aurii 186*h 

tlio opening aMci^ amoaiiu; one, entiUed 

1 * 1 ' eiitfmleil 'me infei popolatfon of that vast city hk 

“ 1 f> 111 loh sWt of ^Ten ^ ^ ; "and' one indiildoal' hotel, 

‘far fr6tn iSfiig'th^ con*|‘ii*i:nu*i ■ v|* , the 
'•'! . 2 er*'£!i‘tl' to have *‘fjiora than tnol'.o riiih-'» of vraur^ u'->l gas 
I . ami Tao liHiidrad o'ld hfly M-nauta^'-^offisn ‘^aecomoKMiatioiis 
ixi i., I tiwn^ndsneala'' {t.) Yet even this Titanic atructnie 
•j'»i l.'v by with thoAfiwitt Vernon Utjid at Cape May, 

N I 1' Attppo«e, fiw Vea* Ji i^ey), which advertlitea itselt in 

il» '* New YoxIl lli^d” of April Pi, 185S, tmUer the authority of 
Ml. •!. 'ialfoz, Itaavplring landlntil, a-* offering occoinbiodatioxja, from 
t'lf JOili of uait JaiM, to the roii.anS.c number of 4Am thmuseuui jiu' 
gueau. The Biminghkiii ftm and Ckiekene uudoiiliteflly 
n.i'l wli. hi pitfieiifliyrie ]iy the Ibeae Behexrfotha and Mammoths. 
And yet, w $i atMM ttt a very little town may happen to he'iXUite aa 
noisy as a I nan testify that any sisgia gallery in 

llilfl Biimli)gh*lli;xKhlA' if mesanred m in port^n'^f hy the flrinculs »i 
. i'‘i •* ehich it cii;/*? derrriop, we, .-! « ■l-.l * i .-m American ra* r 
I. .1 « AVai*! ; T have not been iherains of ihtaamM'nl !.>•:• i 

lint ail instinct 1l6Bs lot that the zailroad has run right through it , 
that the hen haa'aMeiLto lay golden eggs, and that her chickens aie 
disiierReil. i7f > As aanthw UiiNtijilioii, 1 may uentinu tlwt, in tire 
iMiddlc ni Maicii 18bd,.X as a present from Mew York, the 

following newspaper. Eai^ page coulained eleven cnlumns, whete.m 
onr London “Times” ootttalns . only sir. It was entitled “The New 
York douniai of Commsirea,” aod was able to proclaim itself with 
tiuth tlieJLargest lounal in the wdrid. For yeoM it had existed 
in a smaller sizi*. laic um in Ihb iiiranl bta^> had so Air outrun all 
other jonmaJs iii bi»:„(inmaunnK, Arou tiic tir^t, 8|16 square fan-hib., 
as to have eaniod ihQ'nanie of “As Konhd eheet” ? M this thrtviti/ 
haby liad contiunul lo grow/imtil at iart, on Msicb 1, -I858i, It rar • 
out in a sheet “coiniiiiMriif an area of 2067i sqiiara inches, or ^<1 . 
square feet.” 'I'liin wds ilie iftotiblcr sent osdir Uw.Athuitfo to my^i h - 
and 1 really A-ii ii ‘i» mipr reljaf to my ferirort ufien 1 found tli« 
editor tliAt ihe tnrjiis^ MmuM noi he .inowed. f o gi 'iw oin 

more. I pi i ^Mihe t fut if u as meant to kui*p the hoteh in conuivnii r>rr . 
for a joiinial on the old scale could M expect to make iUidf visibk- 
in AS edifice that offered acofimmmlatiiins to an army. 
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boutN, ^lii» thru- ronuds for Lollecliijr Hit- hLvruil 

frtd^lilK lor till* Jlij^litlyer, or tlic TallyLo, or llic JBi«ig-up, to 
all ]>oiiit.s oi' the cumpaf^t, ioiil loo ofieu (iia inuf^t happeu in 
Hiioh inimcnae e&talditduno&tB) Idumlercd into my room with 
that apptlliitg, "Nofwrj sir, Ae horaes aiv vouiiuj; out,** So 
tli' t rarely, indeed, have 1 l^ppe&od to ftUej^ in BiniimKhani. 
Ihiti the dirt!— tAot etickfl'a little , with you, Iricud of 
I'lirmmgham. How do I explain awaytAot.^ Know, then* 
i*eadcr, that at the tiiue-^t speak of, and in tlie way 1 si>ealv 
of— yj:6., in streets and inns— all England was dirty. 

Loing left therefore alone for the whole of a rainy day 
in Birmidghainy and Birmingham bdng as 'yet tlu: centi-o 
of our tiravelling system, I cannot do hettelf than spend my 
Birnungham day in reviewing the moat lively of its ruiniui- 

scejK'OS. 

The revolution in the whole apiiaratus^ means, niarhinery, 
and dependencies of that system — a revolution begun, caiTied 
through, and perfected witlun the jimod of mj own personal 
cxpi*rience — ^merits a wot*d or two of illustration in the niobt 
cursory lueinoirs that jii'ofeM any attei^tion at *al1 to the 
shitting scenery aud moving forces of the whether iiumi- 
fested in great cifects or in little. And these particului- 
tiffeots, though little when regaided in their separate detuiK, 
ore not littlo in their filial amount. Chi tiie contrary, I hu%e 
alwa 3 *s Jindntained, that under a Fepresentativo govermnent, 
where (he great cities of the empire must naturally have the 
power, each in its proportion, of rc-actiug upon the capital 
and the councils of the nation in so conspicuous a way, there 
is a result waiting on the final impxnvemenis of the arts of 
iravelling, and of transmitting inteUigence with velocity, 
such as cannot be properly apprecIMed in tlie absence of all 
Inslorical'CjLpeiricaiice. (Woeive a elate .of .communication 
between ihte centre and the extreutidss of a great ik'o]>]c, 
kept up with 0' unifbrinity of recipiooation so exquisite, as 
to imitate the flowing ami ebbing of the sea, or the sysf^e 
anu djagMjto of the human heart ; day and night, wafeTig 
aiul fllSrpjiSig^ not sacciMoliug to eadi other wdth more 
.ihitolutD covtaittty'thaa the twts of the metrojiolis and the 
controlling notice of the jiniviiiuis, whether in the way of 
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i>r (tf ivsistfiii'v. Actiim uii^l jv-a«‘fcMm fnmi cvmv 
jMijiit (if 4h(* cuJti^iAftH tliiu* j)L*rfoft und inpIiUiUiit.'t>iis, 

\\v iluMi lirist Wgiu to luidur^fiuMl, in a practical .st'n.st*, 

wli.U. la meant hy tlic unity- of a political body, and 
t-hould a]ipiim'b to a lanro ado^piate appreciation of tliv 
]u)\\«.rH lA’liich ai'o luleiit in ozganioation. For it luuBt be 
tliat bitlioifo, under tlie most complex orj^aniwi- 
tion, and thrit wbiofa lias beat attained its pui;})oece, the 
iiatuiiiat uill lias never been able to express iluelf upon one 
in a tljouewnul of the public acta, simply because the nation;)] 
vim-e uas loht in the distance, and could not collect itself 

the time and the s{iaf‘e rujudly enough to coiiuert 
il^tdf ] in mediately i.vith the ovaiicsccnt measure of the 
niiiTnoiil. But^ as the byatem of intcrcourbe is gradually 
( \}»aiuling, these bOrs of space and time jite in the saint* 
tit'll Hc contracting, until finally we may exi'Kirt ihein 
altoL-ether to vauisb : and then every ]tart of the empne will 
read upon the whole with the poMi*r, life, and effect of 
iinmeduite eonferenoo amongst partiis brought face to face. 
Tlieu first will •'be’seen a pitUtical svstcni truly organic — i 
in which eitth acts upon all, and all redact Upon each : and a 
new eiiilli will arise from the indirect agvoicy of this mendy 
pliVMral revolution. Already, in this ps«»ffnnh: >vntten 
twenty years ago, a iMrefiguring instinct -j witl.iu me of 
feme great secret yet t(3 come in the art of distant rnm- 
innuicatioii. At present I am contemt to regard iho electric 
ti-lograph as the oracular rehj'onw to that prefignration. 
But 1 (‘till look for HOihe higher and tmin^cnndeut reqionso. 

'rite Loader whose birth attaches him to ihin present 
geiioration, huMiig known only macadamised roads, cannot 
easily brin^ before his -ima^ation the antique and almost 
alKfriginnl state of things which marked our travelling 
system down to the eighteenth and 

iiem-ly through t3iS"i53'*de«»nnium oi very 

few lines will auf&ce for lK»ne broad notices of otiir exmdition, 
in this rcsjicct., iliiough the' 'last two ^turiea. In iho 
Parliami^utory War (lC42-»4d)^ it .is ali int^dsting iaefc. but 
at the PAip.e time calculated to mislead the incuutious reader, 
that some officers of distinction, on both sides, brongiit.dg^ 
carriages to hoad-quartcra ; ami sometimes they Went evCS 
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upDii tlie ijilil of luitile in Uioap iiol inoiniliii;.; ou 

llOl^^•ba^•k until till! i»riiparat1onP wert* bL*j'Liiuiuf* Ibr 
iniporlaut inonicnvrf', or for ji genifral luovmi'ut. Tin* 
Kimr thing hi^l bt-en dime. 'tlii'oui'lioia the Thirty Yr.irs 
War, both by the BeVArianj Imperllhu mid afterwai-iK hy i\u^ 
8'.vt:<h8h'qfficer» of lanl. And ii uioika tho liiffiisK*]! 
ol these] lu^ipi.ea *abont thia. ei^».t1u^.0ii occasion of the 
i-o-instal^ent of two pripces 'of MeehknVui'g* who itad l>een 
violently, dispossesaed by xipwards of k'ighty 

coaches, mustered, at a ahoii notice, pestly from the tt*m- 
tonal nohilityi p^y from the .camp. Ptecisely, howewr, 
at miliary hoad-quarten^ and, ^ tht^.^xonle of an army, 
camagiiiS <4 ^ 3 S description were .an ayjdUble and a nioct 
useful 'hsifin4,<d.transpiut^ they 

were, as we know by picture^r^r"ffiSijM5|^ not have 
been ‘ otherwise, for th^ were built the romls 
Carriages of our piresent li^t and reedy one miglit 

say, corky) constniotion would, on the js^s/^ Germany 
or of Boland in that ago, have fouuSe^^wUhfu tlio first 
two hours. To our ancestors, such !je|unfie^> would have 
seemed, plajthiugB for children. , Cmn^oti^ as the cairiages 
of that day were, t]hey could not eo^^n artilliTy or 

baggage ^^aggpna : where these could go,”rouoh(f> vidd go. 
So thar, in the march of an army, thci'e was a }‘i*'j>etua1 
guarai&e to those who had coache-i for the p"f''iibil]ty of 
tlieir trausik And hence, and not because tlio roads were at 
all better tlian t^ey havo been generally daserlbed in niuBo 
days, we tfre to explain the ihef, that both in the royal camp, 
in LoimI ^kfancheBtfn'’a, and a&epieas^.4n General Fairfax's 
and GromwriFf^ ^jr^rjjaTt (^tliccamj) 

equipasQ, ;.!i!he roud^ meantime, as they lui^e been 
described^^^ Riches, mo»isse«^:ai^^p^^^ channels for 
ilui enu]^ tA small brooks, ^ they iiupruve, except 

for sho^‘,i:daGh(s, And under .peeViIiar local advantageH, 
ibrungjl^t &sS, remUQ'. ' Spite ..of the road<, however, 
to pierce in vanous lines, 
CSre^iiiiBtantial notices of these 
Ziord Aaokbuid's (Sir Fretlerick Eden's) 
laige'TWBSf^(»5j^ Ppor-Laws, That to York, for exara})le 
(two hilAdvid' mllesj^ toc>k a fortnight iu the journey, or 
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alujiit iiniitt'cn iiiilei* ii-iliiy. lUit Cli amber! fiA no, wlu' b.i.l .i 
|M*rh(»ii*il*kji*)wlod;^ij of tln^ne public carria^CR, s*i}h cnrai^li ii» 
sljiiw that, if hiow, tliey were cheap ; ha]f<a-crowzi beiiiK tlu* 
ii'sua! iMtc for fifteen miloa (&,«,, 2<1 a mile). Public, oou- 
\o\jiuo« s, inuUiplymf' rapitlly, couW not but diffuse a gcnvral 
imII for iiiiprovLd roacis \ improTod both in diiueuBioiifl aixl 
in tbe ai-t of constructiotL For it is observable that, ko 
onily :iH Queen ElissalKdb'a days, Enjfland, tb u^ moQ}; 
of jifitions, already presented to its iuliabitants a gciicinl 
RVstoin of decent hridle-roada Even at this day, it is 
<loiibtful whether any nuui, takings' oH hindrance's into 
(iccounf, and having laid no jitvviou** i^ays of horses, could 
iiiiicli exceed the exploit of Oai-y (afterwards Lord Afoniiiontb), 
a yuuiif^^r son of the first Lonl Hniiaden, a of Queen 

Elizalieth. Tet W must not forget that the jiaiticular roiul 
coin'emed in this exjdoit was the Great North Itoad (as it is 
.*•1111 called by way of diEtinctiou), lying through Doncaster 
and York, betweeii the nortliem laid Roulhem capitals of the 
ihIuikI.^ But noads less frequented wcto tolciable aR bridle- 
roads; whilst all dike, having been originally laid ^^n 
with no view to .the* broad and aiiqilc coaches^ from 1570 to 
1700, scratched the panels on each side as they crept along. 
Even 111 the nii^eesitli century, I have known a case in the 
t-ri|ueBtcred dis^ct of Egrenumt in Cumbei'land, v^ere a 
]iiist-uhaiso, of l^e, connnoD narrow dJiuensiouR, was ohliged 
lij 1 ('trace its r^te of fourteen niilc^ nn coining to a bridge 
built in some remote age, whon us yet {lo&t-chaisc's M^eic 
n-ilher known nor<* anticipated, and, unfortunately, too 
ii.irrow by thrt*c or four inches. In all the proviinics of 
England, when the soil was deep and aJhebive, a worse evil 
boRct the; '-tiitely equipage An Italian of rank, who has 
left a record of his perilous adventure, vmited, or attoiopted 
to visit, Petworfh, near Iiondon (then a seat of the Percys, 
now of Loid Egn‘niont\ about the year 1085. ' 1 foigct 

^ Ttie ex])loit to which ' Bw Qiiihcey here refers Beems to >m» the 
piodigiouR ndc of Sir Itolwrt Osry is March 1005 froin Biebnioud to 
TTolyrood to anuomico to ihe S^tisrh king, James VI, tba^ Qiiecu 
Klizabelh wjs dood aud that he was King off Kogland* . StarCiitg IVom 
<• liK'hmund cMrIy on Thursday the 24th, Cary was at Holyrooil on the 
r*\ filing of Siitnidny the 26th, anticipating the regular measage from 
tlu» Miii'h.sh Pi ivy I'ouucil by ueaiiy two daj^s. — M, 
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Low iD.'iTiy t|llu^s Le ovoiliiini‘i] iMlIn'u one larheiilai 
streti*1i of ii\f: inilus ; but I renienibcr tJiat it waa a subject 
of paiitude (and, upon meditating a return by the same 
route, a subject of pleading to dw^ upon tbe soft 

whieh waelo be foiiw^'fni 'liiat g 9 od«saiuied moiass. 
Yet ibis doubtless, a ^let'fdad {sinful, punster 1 dream 
not tliat I '^Ruce at worth), and an iinx)rovcd mad. 
^uch as ibis, I bavo good reason to ihin'k, were most of tbe 
roads in Bnglaud, unless upon thc.roelcy strata which stmtoL 
northwards from berliyshire 1o Oomberland dud NortlmiulnT' 
land. The public carriages were^ the fiiAt ' ^Lingers of a 
cliange for the better ; as these wd profepered, slender 
lines of improvement began to vein and streak tbo map. 
And Parliamen^began to show tbeir real, thon^ not always 
a corresponcUng knowledge, by legislatiBgi/b^warils and 
forwards on the lu'eadtih of w'agf^n whe^^tii^ 'Olc. But 
not uniil our cotton system bigsui to pot'fo^'Uoasoins, not 
until our tznde and our bteam-engincs be^h' to ^mnlaie the 
coal mines, which in i/e'/r lurn stimnluted did any 
great energy apply itself to our roads. l%';iny cbildhoul, 
standing with one or two i>f my brrfh<*i’a and 'it tbe 
front windows of m;. ni.iili(»r-i cavriogp, 1 jvui''iubi,r one 
unvarying set of imngi*’« us, T^ip postilii«n dor m> 

were ^ carriages then ilriv«m) was etnphgred not by fits and 
starts, ^nt alurays ainl i-t>'riia11y, in' swjEsrr^// ' - in 
crossing foam side to l• 1 llc•-acLOTdCllg 1o the of tbo 

giound. ' Before you stivtclic-d a wiijtr\- Icn^b of with 
mta deep imough to fiuptiiro Ihe log of a hoivo, fillo.l 1o tbe 
briiii wi^b btAndiug jkwIs of rain water ; nn<l the collateral 
obaniborj of t}ui^o mts kept from becoming i'<jiLUuent by Ibin 
rulgos, sueb as the Ibmiaus called 2{iw, tv uiciiiitaix^^the f<iot- 
iiig upon wbicli tinr, so as not to icifei^^(or, the KomaiiR 
wiiuM say, ds/irarv;, was ii trial olT.wnna AiU both for tlie 
liiirwi and tiicir pri^iljon. Tt^ woa, indeed, next to impos- 
Bible ftr'any Korse^* W such «',iii!inow oru^t of separation, 
not 'to I'giww itjiriout in fho BQm:ai im Ifiphor ; and the 
haunted xhe when n child was much 
>0 bileiL before my eye, and the 

^ f^lsMnfe \ 'torn ttiageiM, as the origiu of fiiia term, the French 
wcfid mttiifhr, io manoBum so as to uisdu the ruK 
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MiiipiUliy wLicb I the niotiou uf lli" 

L'miiuri*‘fe legs. Qti.io pleej* at tllo begiuiiing of a Magi*, ami 
tlie last thiijg you $aw — wake ujp, .a«»l: the first thing you 
saw — was the line of wiatxjr the' olf*horsu }ilaiit- 
iiig lih steps with care, fixe. postilion gently 

.i]i]ilyii]g his spur, xtjaiioiiiM'ing across this system of 

giu<>v<M with some sovt of science that looked like a gipHv'b 
palmistiy ; so 6(|uaUy unintelligihl^ to me were his niotio]i*3, 
in what ho sou^t and in what he avoided. 

Whilst reverting to Ihw i^Troml'r‘'ri*p«? of my ohildlioiMl, 
I may add, hy Vay of a: the riA of gossip- 

ing, wliich, aftisr all, is not the worst of things, a brief notir.* 
of my very dzat Jdumoy. 1 might be then sevun yoara * ld 
A young ^entljnnc^ the son i>f a wealthy hanker, liad to 
n turn litmie l&r^ 'tbo Ohristina^ holidays to a town in 
Liiifoiiishin^ dlslaut from ]iiibUc school where ho was 
P':'. -filing UiS eilii(iali«tn aliout aiiiindred miles. The school 
was in tbs neighi)onTh(^)CKl of Orcetihay, my father’s house. 
There wm at that lime no coaches in that direction ; now 
(1833) thei»*ii«^ many every day. The young gentleiimn 
advertised Feuf U pOmon to iharc the expense of a post^haim*. 
By accident 1 faM' B& invitation of some Ptanding to the same 
towTi, where t hapj^ed to have some female rdatives of 
mature age, hestdS^ some youthfiil cousins. The two 
travellers heard of each other, and the' ftrange- 

nient was easily '^'completed. It was xny earliest migration 
from the patefxxsl'^,^K)i^ ; and the anxieties of iili'a<inK-, Inn 
tiiiniilluou>, with foxas^ slight sense of undefined fears, rimi- 
billed to agitati'. my chlhUsb feeling I had a vague slight 
apprehension of niy ffilow-ttaveller, whom I liad never seen, 
nud whom my nurpcry-uhdd, wh>ii dressiUXg mi^ had de- 
scribed m u(> very amiable cnlourj^ Cut a 'go^ 4m' more 1 
lliought of Sherwood Fmat (rhe fiinssi of Robin IIooil,, 
which, as I Jind told, we should crona after the niglil 
p(d in. At hi\ o'clock 7 'descended, and m4, as tudal, to iIk* 
chililreu's room, but^ oti this special moiniag of my lift*, to a 
room called the bxeakfast-ronm ; where I found a bhidng 
fire, Ojondles lighted, and the wh'dfr biica1cfa*il iiinijkigiiN as if 
for my mother, set oujb^' to my a'<^UuiisbmeTit, for no gn*ator 
personage than myo^. The scene being in England, and on 
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fi l)i-ceTiLlu*r inunim*', I need scarcely pny that it rained ; tlie 
rain heat vndeiitly a^jainst the ^^indow*! ; the wiiia raved , 
aud aiL ii<;t‘d servant, wlio did the honours of the hreakfast- 
taMo, jiressed me uigcntiy to eat. I need not say that I leul 
lift ai>]>t‘tite ; the fulness 6f my heart, both from busy 
lialion, and firom tlie partiiig which was at hand, liad made 
me incapable of any oilier thought or attention but such a.s 
pointed to tlie coming juvmcy. All drcumatauceK in traveh 
Itug, all scenes and situations of a representative and renir- 
ring character, are mdescrihpbly aiTcciing, connected, as they 
liave heen, in so many myriads of inind^ more cspecudly in 
a land which is sending off for ever its flowers and hlossouis 
to a clime so remote as that of India, with heartrending 
separationsi and,,with farewells never to bo repeated. Ihil, 
amongst them all, none cleaves to my own feelings more 
iIldeilhl3^ from liaving repeatedly been eoheemed, either as 
wituusa or as a principal party in its little drama, than the 
I'arly breakfast on a wintry morning long before the dark- 
ness has given 'way, when golden blaze of the hearth, and 
the bright glitter of candles, 'with female mlnistratioua of 
gentleness more touching than on common occasions, all coii- 
PXnre to rekindle, as it were for a farewell gleam, the holy 
niemorialB of household affections^ And many have, douhi- 
less, had my feelings ; for I bdieve few readers will ever 
foiget the beautiful manner in wliich Mi'S, tnchbold has 
treated such a scene iu winding up the first part of her 
‘^Silople Stoiy,’’ and the power with which she has invested 
iU 

Years that seem innumerable have passe<l since that 
December morning iu iny own li& to which I am now recur- 
ring ; and yet, even to this moment^ T recollect th(> audible 
throbbing .ii heart, the leap and rushing of bloc^, which 
^uildouly surprised me daring ^ deep lull ci the wind, when 
llic aged att^out said, hurry or agitation, but with 

something of a solemn tone, *^That is the sound of wheels. 

1 hear the diaisti; Mr. H will be here directly.” Tlie 

road . for .some distance, by a coarse pndty nearly eqni- 
distMt from the house, so that the groaning of the wheels 
C'lntinufed to oafeh the ear, as it swelled upon the wind, for 
some time without much alteration. At length a right- 
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141m brought roiul i‘uiit]uiia]ly and rapidly iiuiiii t 
lii the gates of the grounds, wiiich had pm*pusejy bwii tliroun 
open. At tljia ]K)iut, however, a long career of raving arose , 
all otlier aouxula were lost ; and for some time I begaTi to 
Ihink we hatl been mistaken, wlien suddenly the loud tram]»- 
ling of horses' feet, as they whirled up t^e Hwetp bebw the 
windows, followed hy a peal long and loud upon the Ixdl, 
announced, beyond question, the siftnnions for my de^xirture. 
The door being thrown open, steps were heard loud and fast ; 
and in the next moment, Ui^ered by a servant, stalked for- 
ward, booted and fully equipped, my- travelling companion - 
if such a word can at all express the relution between tb'* 
arrogant young blood, just fre^sh from assuming the ittya 
linlUy and a modest child of pr«jfunnd Bensihilitles, hut shy 
iukI reserved beyond even English reserve. The ageAl ser- 
vant, with apparently conetraiiicd civility, presmU'd my 
mother's complkaiente to him, with a request that he wouhl 
take breakfast. * This he hastily and rather poreniiilorily 
declined. Me, however, he condescended to notice with an 
approving nod, slightly inquirixig if T w6rc the young gentle 
man who shared Ids post-chaise. But, w itliout allow'iiig time 
for an answer, and striking his boot impatiently with a 
ridmg-w'hip, he hoped I wras ready. Not until he has gon(> 
up to my niisti’eesj" replied my old protectress, in a tone of 
Home asjieiity. Thither 1 ascended. What' counsels and 
directions 1 might happen to receive at the maternal toilet, 
naturally I have forgotten. The most memorable ciruuiu- 
.nUiku^ to me was, &at I, who had never till iltat timi^ 
pOhHossud the lea^t or most couteuiptiblo^coin, received, in a 
network ]nirse, six ^tteiriiU£ gnineas, with instiuctions to 

put thrte immediately into Mr. H ^*8 hands, and the 

othciw when he should call for them. 

The rest of my mother’s counsels, if deep, were not Jong ; 
she, who had always Sc-inething of a Boman finpuess, sIumI 
more milk of io-:oSj 1 bidii^rc, upon niy cheeks than tears ; 
and why not ? What should there be to her corresjwiuliui' 
to an ignorant child's sense of pathos, in U little joiiriivy of 
about a hundred miles 1 Outside her door, however, tliere 
avraited me some silly creatures, women, of course, old and 
young, fi-oiu the nursexy and the kitchen, who gave, and wlio 
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lliii-si* forvt^nt kihfecrt vlnch wiit only ii]m>ii Jove 
without awe and withcHit- dugniitio. IleavcuB ! what i-usanob 
]•(> blrniig foE the mQptiTfoi swaet female kiuseis, given 
wjtlioni check or arti w of an ^ to value Uieni * 

And again, how sweet » w touen of fez^e littnds at« they 
.11 ray one for a ij)aniey I If anything needs fastening, 
wdiether by pinning, tying, or any other contrivance, how* 
perfect is one’s confidenCo in female skill ; as if, by nieu* 
virtue of heir aex and fqinizune ihstinct, a woman could not 
p^issibly fail to know the la‘Sb and readiest way of adjusting 
every casorihat could •arise in dress. Mine vras hosijly 
comploic^ jsnicqgst thorn ; each had ^ phi to draw finni hei 
l>osotQ, ihf cHex to jpit something to .ri^htt^Jkbont uiy tin oat 
or hands ; and a dborus of “ God ble>« huua ! ^ wa*« nribing, 
when, from below, young Ab.p>n‘tfnplyW niiurunred an im- 
patient groaUi and perhaps the hiTbc.3 snorted. ' I found my- 
bcll lifted into the chaise : eounsols about 'the night and the 
tMilil flowing in upon nie, to which Hejphlsfopheks listened 
with derision or a^iomshmeut I and. he 'fa^ each our 
separate ^mer ; and, except to regueat ihsit I inrrald draw up 
one ol thti.glasses, 1 do not think hu^od!Ufj[oea^od to addit^ss 
one word tb me until dusk, when, ourselves rattlmg 

into Chest^r^old, having barely aecoin|)$i4bed four stages, or 
forly or fortjf-twp miles, in about, nhm hohra. This, vxcc]»l 
on the Bath dr great Nx^rUi ro^s^ may be> token as o staihl- 
ard amount perfoniuuice, in 1794 (the year, I am record- 
ing), and eVen ten years laterA In^ these present hurrying 
and tuihuljtdjOtis do^ whether time is;rea11y of more value, 
1 cannot ^ ; 'hut^U peopfo on ^^jasi^blishinent of fmis 
ore re. 4 uirt*f to suppose it of the yalue. Now-o- 

days ? 11893j , ii«f 5<i)(ini;7 have ilie. hordes S^>pc-d .^t Jihe gate- 
way of a ^iJag- houFc^ tbiin a buinmofui is psuMid down to 
the '-tn'ldm ; and in 1c.ss than one minuip, ni'cm n great road, 
tin- next iu nitotiuii, alwitya nearly bHn«nwd wdum 

r^iv^rljng ti> fliWic »n duly, one board iliwi. the 

' T • 

> foam the lofc bf tiinn- By inj disliiiguihhL-d 

fiicnd lAr/HflZ Bartnn. IbM almoiiy, ia il>^ iriMdU' of the Iasi eui- 
tury, t^i* histodim &<*cu]ijp!isliuiJviHiOiit ditr.fuilx \i\ Miles an hour 
With only a tvt hoibcs. Bnt this it slifniM 't* oh'irved, was on 
tlie gieat Xurth road. 
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} ml i‘ Putting to,” and trausierring thu luggiigo (.sni»[»u-iiii, 
\unp fouvcyanoo a common poat-cbaisie), onre n ^voik ut 
at leatit Ihiny minutes, ;^i3j?3lL,SaflUy .afifiQJiiallsbgti in ihro«\ 
And Rcansely have you paid the et-poatilion Wore his huc- 
ceseor is mounted ; the ostler is standing ready with the 
steps in bis hands to receive his invariahle sixpence ; the 
*dottr is closed ; the rcptresejLlative waiter bo vs his nchnow- 
Jedgmciit for the house, and you are oQ at a pace never less 
than ten miljss an hour; the total detention at each stage not 
avexsging above four mi nutBS . Then at the latter und 
of the eighteenth and bcgitining of the niiietuenth century), 
half-au-honr w«ui the inipiinuiu of time spent at each change 
of horses, rour.atrival produced a great hustle of uftloadiug 
and uuhamesaiD^' ; 'as a matter of cotuve, you alighted and 
iveitt into the^'ian; if you sallied out to report progress, 
after waLiing 4weDj^.,iulnates, no signs appeal^ of any stir 
about the The most choleric p^u’son could not much 

expedite preparations, which loitered not so much from any 
indolence in tha .attendants, as from faulty arraageuients and 
total defect of forecasting. The pace W(\b Rimh^SA. the. n>uds 
of that digr'aSoMr.&l ; never io much 2 ^ *six miles an houi, 
except upon a very great rood; and then only by extra ]>ay- 
meut to the driver. Yet, even under this comparaUvely 
miserable system, h^w superior was England, as. a. lainl for 
the traveller, to the rest of the world, Swedeu only 
excepted ! Bad as werq, the roads, and defective as were all 
Uie aiT.mgeiuents, stQI you had these advantages : no town 
^0 inbigniiicant, no, posUitg-house so solitary, but that at all 
st'osous, except a dectio n, it 'could furnish liorstiH 

without delay, aSl Ikcnso to dietoress the neighbour- 

ing fivrmexs. Onfth .worst ,road, and on a wintei^.s day, with 
no more fhau a.stioi^'paxr of horses, you genen^ made out 
sixty miles ; even m k. ware necessary to the 

night, you could. Continue to make way, al^u^ muie 
slowly ; luui fiiiaHy, it yon were of a tempi^ bq bromt delay, 
und did not exact from all persons the baste or energy 
Holspurs, the whole tffpem ia thWdag^ wsis Ml of jccepectr 
ahdity and luzuriaius,.eftBe, anji well to renew the image 
of the home you had ndi in its elegancies, yet in all 

its substantial coniforta What cosy old porlouiH in those 
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tla^s! with ample lin^K, and fc‘iic«d from 

llio l)I.iRls uf (liiorrt hy bureeiis whose foldni^jH ^^e^e or Mjciuotl 
to he infinite * What motherly landladies 1 won, Low 
readily, to kindness the most lavish, by the mere attractions 
ol siuijdicity aud youthful innoceuee, and iindiii^ so much 
m the Itare circumstance of being a traveller at a 
cliiLlisli age! Tlien what blooming young handmaidens; 
Iiow different from the luiowing and M'orldly de mip >}w i»f 
modem highroads! And sometimes givy-he.idei , 
waiters, how sincere and liow attentive, by cOinijariyuu with 
tliefr ffijipaut suucessozs, the eternal Coming, sir, coming,” 
of our improved generation. 

Suulr ain honest, old butlt^r-lo^^kini.* servant waited on us 
during diiiner at Chesterfield, eon'ing {at me, and urging mo 
to eat Even M^iistbpheles found his pride relax under 
tliG mil nonce of wine ; and, when loosened from this retitruint, 
hia kiudnoas was not deficient. To me he showed it in 
ItTCBsing wine upon me, without stint or measure. The 
elegancies which lie had obsen^ed in such inirts of my 
mother’s establishmeut as coulii be supposed meet In'! 
eye on so hasty a visit had impi-essed him pcrbnps favour- 
ably towards myself : and could 1 have a little altered my 
age, or dismiss^ my excessive reserve, I doubt not that 
lie would have admitted me, in default of a more suitable 
comrade, to his entire confidence for the zest of the road. 
Diiiucr finished, anil myself at least, for tlic first time in 
niy childish life, somewhat ]>erhapa overcharged with wine, 
the bill was called for, the waiter jiaid in the la\ ish le 
of antique Bugland, and we heard our chaise drawing up 
under the gateway — the invariable enstom of those day^ — 
by which you were spared the troubl6 of going isito tlie 
stTOot; stepping from the hall of tike inn right into your 
carriage, I had been kept back for a minute or so by 
the landlady and her attendant iiymphsj io be dressed aud 
kissed;'' and, on seating znysi^lf in llm chaise, which' was 
well Jjgh^'With lamps, I found my lordly young ]>rizjHpiL 
in conta^fd^olD, with ilK landlord, first, upon the piicc of 
oats — ^whieh yoiithful lior?rf*iucji always affect to inquire aiu r 
vrith Interest^'bnt; secondly, upon a tojuc iii»»re immedialdy 
at his heart — ^viz,^ the reputation of the road. At llril time 
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of ^^li< ri j'<jLI li.iil not yet ilis'i]»pt‘ar<?<l tin* urdil.i- 
liou, no Iravoller earned any uiJiisr soit of money ahont Jiim; 
.iiid tliere conai'tjiieiilly a licli oneouiaj'oment to Ijijili- 
\A«i\)ne]i, wlijcli vanished u1nii>$t entirely ^ith Mi\ PiU'h art 
of 1707 tor restiictuig cash payments. ProjK^rty whieli 
rould he identified and traced M*as a jiciiloiis soifc of x>lun«ler, 
and from that time tlic free-trade of Uie road almost xiermhed 
.ift .1 r(-* 4 ular occupation. At this^ period it did certainly 
mainltim a languishing exiHtence ; here* and. there it nnghl 
liave a casual run of success :-an«l, ns these local ehbs and 
fl*jW3 were continually Rhifting, jwrhapfl, after all, the trade 
might lie amongst a Hmall number of hands, irniversallv, 
howevei, the landlords showed some shrewdncRS, or eviu 
sagacity, in (qualifying, according to tlie circumstances of the 
Miquii-er, the sort of credit ■which they allowed to the 
ciuiggeiuted ill fame of the roads. Eelurning on this vciy 
road, some months after, with a timid female lelaiivc, avIio 
]) ui her (questions with undisguised and distribuing alarm, 
Lho very bame people, one and all, assuml her that the 
danger wa8,iv*xt to nothing. Not so at present: rightly 
pn‘suming that a haughty cavalier of eighteen, Hushed with 
wine and youthful hlood, would listen wdth dii^usl to a 
qiicture too amiable and pacific of the roads before him, Mr. 
S]ircad-Eftgle replied ivith the air of one who knew more 
than he altogether liked to tell, aud, louking suspiclouhly 
amtnigRt tlie btraiigo faces lit np by the light of the corriagr* 
lamqis--** Wiy, sir, there have been ugly slories afloat ; J 
(iiuiiol deny it: and sometimes, you know, air — winking 
r-.igficiuusly, to which a knowing nod of assent w'lts ndumed 
- it ni.'p' not be (quite side to tell all one knows. Hut you 
can nndeibliind me. Tlio forest, you are well aware, sir, ts 
the fon-st : it never was much to trusted, by all accounts, 
in my father's time, and I 8UX)pose -will not he belter in 
mine. But you must keep a sharp look-out: and, Toni,” 
speaking to the postilion, “ mind, when you pass the third 
gale, to go ]>Ti*tty smartly by the thu-kek” T'lm replied in 
a tone of iiiijKirbance to this qtrofessional appeal. General 
v<iledicti(ms wero exchanged, the landloid bowed, and we 
ni'ived olf for the forest. M«*phisl'i|»h«*h*s had his travelling 
cMise pf jii'^tols. Thcee he began now to examine ; for some* 
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tiiiii^'4, Kill! lio, J hare known buch a ti-ick an draw mg llii* 
tlmigii wliilnt one happened to bo taking a glaBs of wuh*. 
Wine had unlocked hia heart — the prospect of the forest and 
tliii w^viiucing night excited him — and even of such a child 
iin myself he was now disposed' to make a confidant. Did 
you observe/’ said he, that ill-looking fellow, as big as a 
camel, who stood on the lttnd]ord*s left hand ? ” — ^IVas it the 
man, 1 asked timidly, Vho seemed by his drebs to he a 
farmer ? — “ Farmer, you call him I Ah V my young friend, 
that shows your little knowledge of the world. He is a 
8couQ;d^j the bloodiest of ^scouudrola And so 1 truat to 
conviaij^, hto before many hours are gone over our heads.” 
'' WhiH. Pairing this» he employed liimeiU. in prinuug his 
’ pistols ; then, after a pause, went dtt thus ‘ No, my 
young friend, tins alone sliowa his base pftlpgses—his calling 
himself a Fanuer he is not^ but a-dcaji'iiiio lugh 

waymen, of which I have full watched hib 

iiiiiliclons glances, whilst the landlord talking ; and 1 
could swear to his traitorous inWntion^^’ . So speaking, he 
threw, 'anxious glances on eacdi side.jis we continued to 
arlvan^ : we ircro both somewhat ; he by the spirit 

of suiviimture, I by synij^athy wi& lHm--‘nutl both by wine. 
The wine^ however, soon applied a rcnii'ily to its own 
dulu»ious ,4 six miles from the tpwu wo bail left, both of us 
Wtii’c in a had condition for resisting highwaymen with effect 
— being' ilkpt.dsUepu Suddenly a nioxt abrupt halt awoke us 
Mephietoph^los felt for his pistols — the dour Hew ojk'u, 
and llielighto of the assembled group, announced to us that 
we hadv r^ched Ji ^jyisfisld . That i^ht we went on to 
Newazhj-'ijljt >rhich place about, ftirty/iniles of our jounK'y 
remaihei This .dtistanoe we p^omed, of eours^, on the 
following 4^7^. between brenkb^ and jiinner. But it serves 
strikingly* te iUustrate tlie state' of rusils^ in Enghind, when- 
ever yiatmiffaixe led you into' ^istTic^ a little retiivd from 
the csjxijhll.'^tcs of the public "tcaveUing, thal^ for onii 
twun^Oifib 'ftaga— vix^ ftom NuwarV t o Sleaford- -they 
tallie im forward with Iculhiin fim^ This 

was nedAtf 4 fcaud, as our eyra soon convinced us <fi>r even 
four chaise from the deep 

sluiighs whiw occarionally seamed the road through tracts uf 
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two or tjuvp mib's jii £>uccej&Muit), nor was it an nt. ut 
iJiL* 'woallivr. In all Beabous llie same demand was liiifutciMl, 
iiH my female protectress f(niD<l in conducting luc back at a 
tine bejiBon of the year, and had always found in trfivt rsin;^ 
tlie f^ame route. The England of that date (1794; exhibited 
many similar cases. At ];resexit I know of but one stage in 
all England where a traveller, without regfud to weiglit, is 
culled u^Mit] to take four hoi-seH ; aufl tJiat is at AiiiM^ide, in 
going by the direct road tu J^Jasljudc. The Sx^T^igc to 
Paltoidalo lies over the mountain of Kirkstone, and the 
ascent is not only iollsomc (continuing for above th^co miles, 
with occasional intermissions), but at times is earned ovci* 
suiumils too -!%■* "p for i mvl by all the rules of engineering, 
and yet too 1 :»h- JK-.pi;ii:*d to offer any means of repaying 
the cost of smcH^ug the difficulties. 

It was not the year 1815 that the main iiu- 

pTovcmeiit tdok plaoe in the English uavelling system, so far 
Ha rt'gaided speed,. It is, in reality, to Mr. Macadam that 
we It All the roads in England, within a few years, 
were reinodelleil, and upon pxind.})les of Roman . science. 
Prom mere beds hS torrents and systems of ruts, they W'ere 
raised universally to the condition and app^nrnu''e of gravel 
walks in private parks or shrubbexiea The .ivirii^; rate of 
velocity was, in consequence, exactly doubled — - to/ p iijes an 
hour being now generally accomplished, instead otsve. Ami 
at thu moment when all further improvement upon tliis 
<«\ste]u had become hopeless, a now prospect was suddenly 
oj^itmcd to us by ; which again, considering how 

much they have alreaoyexceeded the miucinm/k of posability 
as laid d< wn by cdl 'engineers during the, progeeas of the 
Miuichester and Liverpool line, may soon give way to new 
modes of locomotion still more astonishing, to dw precon- 
ceptions. , . , ^ ‘ 

One point of lefinemenl, as legards ihfti.edbd^ of tru- 
voilera, rouufcins to be mentioned, hi which the iinprovemi'iii 
1»egau a goo^^l deal earlier, pcirha|is by ten years, than iu tbc 
cnnslruction of the roads., Luxurious .as was the system uf 
Etiglisli travelling at all periodf^ after the general establish- 
ment of post-chaiscs, it niust'he graiited that, in the circum- 
btaiicc of i.leanliness, there was from being that attention, 
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or j>ri>\iM«ni for the traveller’s iMuiifortJ wliifh might 
liave aiilieipated from the general habits of the country. 
I, at all jturiodo of my life a great traveller, waa wiiiiow to 
th»‘ UrHl. sti*|)S and the whole struggle of this revolution. 

professed always to look under his bed, a}»ply- 
iTjg his caution chiefly to the attempts of robbers Now, if 
at the greatest inns of England yon hkl, in the days 1 speak 
of, ailujitcd this marddbaVs policy of reconnoiti'ing, what 
would you liave seen ? Beyond a doubt, you would liave. 
seen what, u|>on all principles of seniority, was entitled ti> 
your veneration — ^viz., a denj^ jKCumu]igtion of dust far 
older^J^^n youi»elf. A foreign author made some experi- 
ments Uj^n the deposition of dust, and the rate of iU 
accumulation, in a room left wholly undisturbed. If 1 
recollect^ a Cjeniury would produce a Straiuin about hnlf- 
an-ineh in depth. Upon this principle, T' conjecture that 
much dust which I have seen in ixms, during the first four 
or five years of the present century, must have belonged to 
the reign of George IL It was, however, upon travellers by 
coaclies that tlie full oppression of the old vicious system 
' operated. The elder Scalig er mentions, "as'a characteiistic of 
'*the English in his day'7about 1530), a horror of cold water ; 
in which, Imwc^'cr, there must have been some mistake.^ 
Nowhcie could he and his foreign oorapaiiions o]>taiu the 
luxury of cold water for washing tiieir hands either before or 
after dinner; One day he and his jiarty dined with the Lord 
< jliiuicdlor ; and now% thought he, for very shame they will 
allow m some means of purification. Not at all : the Chan- 
cel lur viewed this outlandish novelty with the same jealousy 
.18 others. . However, on the earnest petition of Bcaliger, he 
made an order that a basin or otlier vessel of cold watc*r 
should be produced. His household bowed to this judg- 
ment, and a slop-basin, was oantionriy introduced. Wliat !” 

* ” iSbflis ’* The mihtakc was possibly this , what littli* 

water Pit iblutfou, mul what httlo iwgs callvd towris, a foieigin^r ever 
flees at bams, wfU at least be always within Tcaoh, Iroiu the tonii- 
uental practice of using the bedroom ibr the sittiQg-ioom. Hut in 
EngJjUld <nnr,plsi)BtifQl inoan*i of ablution aro ke]>t in the background 
tietdiger afaotdd have asked for a bedroom : the Rurpiibe was possibly 
—not at his waatfug water, but at his wanting it lu a djning-roou). 
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fiaiil »St*iilij»er, " only aiid we s*> iiiiuiy ? ** Even lliat nm 
cuntauicd* liut a tea-t^upful uf wati'r ; Lut the bi-lml.iv 
M»oii found that he must lie thfankful for what lo* ha«l ^*>1 
Lt lit'ul cost the whole strength uf the English ChaTicf*r\ in 
jnoihicc that singh* cup uf water ; aiid, for that day, ij») man 
in hih senses couhl look for a scpond. Pretty iniu-h the 
p^ine stiiiggle, and for. the same cheap reform, cuinuieiiced 
about the year fS05-6. Post-chaiso truvcdlors could, of 
course, have what they liked, and gSnerally they asked for a 
hedrooiii. It is of coach txnvellers [ speak. .And the 
]iaiticular .innovation in question cimimencid, ns \va^ 
natural, with the mail-coach, which, from the much higher 
scale of its farcfli commanded a much more select cltiss of 
company. 1 vras a party to the very earliest attempts at 
breaking ground in this alarming revolution. Well do T 
remember the astonishment of some waiters, the indignation 
of uLlu^rs, the sympathetic uproars which spread to the bar, 
to the kitchen, and even to the stables, at the first opening 
of OUT cxtinvogaut demands Sometimes even the landlady 
thought the case worthy of her interference, and came for. 
wanl to remousti'ute.with us upon our uiiheurd-of conduct 
Hut gradually we made way. Like Scaliger, at first we got 
but uiie basin amongst us, and that one was brought into the 
bivakfast-room ; but scarcely had two years revolved, before 
we began to see four, and all appuitenauces, arrangcfl duly 
ill corre.»<pondence to the number of mbide passengers by the 
mail : and, as outside travelling was continually gaiiinig 
ground amongst the wealtliiu* classes, more coinpn-hi ;\e 
airiuigcineiits were often made - though, even to this day, so 
mueh influence survives fnun the original aribtriciutic ])iin- 
*‘.ij)le u]>oii which public camagess were consUucted, th.it on 
the mail^ctiaches there still prevails tlie most scandalous 
inattention ti» the comfort, and even to the security, of the 
outside passengers ; a slippery glazed roof frequently niako.s 
the sitting a maticT of effort and anxiety, W'hilst the little 
iron side-rail of four inchcb in height serves no one pin pose 
but that of bruising the thigh. Concurrently witli Ihew 
reforms in the system of personal cleanliness, others wen* 
silently making way through all departments of the lu»use- 
hold economy. Dust frem the reign of Ckorge II Ijei-aiue 
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xoiuri r; <'i.,ilii.illy it oanio to bear an nntiiiii:u-Mii value • 
basiiH lust tlieir ^rim ajJiK’aRuuii'j ami 1iki1h*«1 ax iSam as in 
Konil-meii’s liouaes. Ami at length the whole sj-steiii wii? no 
tlioTiniKlily ventilated and purified, that all good inns, nuv, 
("‘nmdly hpeoking, eveii spi'ond-TStp iuiix. at this day, 
the befit fiMturcfi, an to Aiid neatness, of uell- 

inaiiagad private establishments. 
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MT BUOrHEa riNK^ 

Tjie roador who ttiay have accum[>au3e(l me in ilit-se wan- 
nwiiioiiqto of my own lifo and coAual expeiicnces^ ill 
l)t‘ aware that' in many cases the neglect uf chronological 
rtrdcr IS not merely penhitted, but U in luct to some degi'ci^ 
inevitable. Thcffc are cosef^ for instance, which, as a whole, 
connect themselves with my own life at &u many diiTeiviit 
eras that, upon aii^ chronological princix^c of position, it 
w^ould have been dilBcult to assign them a pxoper place , 
backwards or forwartls they must iiave leaped, in whatever 
place they had been introduced',* and in tlieir entire compass, 
Ironi first to last, never could have been jcepxvsentctl as 
pr(»lterly belonging to any one prc^iU time, whensoever that 
hti<l been selected: belonging to every place alike, they 
woiilil Ifloiig, aitording to the piwerb, to no place at all ; 
I tr (n»\ ei MUg that proverb), l>elungUig tt> no jdace by preferable 
light, they w'ouhl, in fact^ belong to every place ; and tliere- 

foiHi to till place. * 

• 

^ Dt‘ Qmncey 8 own title for the chapter is simply ^ My Brother” ; 
Imt, as hare heaid no much of oae brother of his ttiyeady, their 
may be tlic slight diange of title, to indicute that the brother of the 
proiwut chapter is his youuger l^oiher Bichard, called by the family 
“Pink.” ante, pp. 29, 66, and fooiqptes. Tlie matter r»l Uiu 
chapter is a recast from that of a paper in V v '* r Mjuwh 
ISjg,— De Qmncey having thought fit to . i v of that 
paper at this point, though it waa deferred in the Maganne to more 
th;in three years beyond the autobioigraphical iiapcrs he baa hillu^tc 
been using. 
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'I'lip in<’i«lt*?ilp I am miw lo r4*laf*» coim* uiulw tliifl 
mil* ; for il»i*y f<»rin pirt of a ntury winch IWl in* with my 
own Ilf** at Tiitiiiy diflVreut point**. It is a story takm from 
till* life of my own Lmlher ; anti I dWoll on it villi the nimv 
villi iij;iu>8a bocanRc it furuij»hcfl .m '» ’ upon a 
. n>;Li ppnin'p h" of pocial Ijfci iiow an*r" . r* i . ■ v. irs hack 
for iS’jupi supremacy — tlie prim-ijilo that all 
corporal punislmients whal*soe^er, ami upon whomsoever m- 
llicteil, niv liateful, ami tui indignity to otit comniun ii.itnri*, 
vlucb (with or witliont out* connent) is enebrincfl in Hu* 
person (if the fluffi'i-er. ])egr.idiug Am, they rlegratlw ifjt. I 
will not here mid one word iijton tlie general thcriH, hul go 
on to Iho of this case ; which, if all its incidimt^ i mihl 
ha now recovered, was jieriiaps as lonumtic as any Unit c\i‘r 
yet lias tried the spirit of fortitude and ^ticiiec in a rinhl 
l$iit its moral interest depends upon this — that siin^ily oiii. 
of one brutal ehaatiseuient arose naturally the entire scries of 
events which so very nearly made shipwreclt of all liopp for one 
individual, and did in fact poison the trainpiillil} of a whole 
family for seven years. 

My next brother, younger by about fopr years than invbelf 
(he, in fact, Umt cau.sed so much afOielion t** the Sultan 
Ainiirath),^ was a Ixiy of cxquiFate and didicato beauty- — 
di'hcate, that ia, in ro'^pcct to its feminiiie elegance and 
bh»nni ; for else (as ix'gards conatiturioii) he IiutumI out re- 
niink.ibly robust Tn such excess did his beauty (loiirisli 
during childhood that those who rememher him and myself 
at the public school at Piath will also reniembcr the ludicruus 
molest ation in the stuets (for to him it ms molestation) 
which it entailed upon him — lailJea stojiping c'lntiiuially to 
kiss him. On first coming up to Bath from Grccnhay, my 
mother occupied the very apaitiiients on the North i'aradc 
just quitUnl liy Edmund Burke, tlien in a decaying condition, 
though be did not die (I believe) till 170V. Iliat stale of 
llurke’s health, connected with the expectation of finding him 
still there, brdught for jbctiic weeks ciwds of iminirei's. many 
of wliom flaw the childish Adonis, then scarcely seven ye.irs 
old, and inflicted upon him what he viewed as tlie nmilyrdom 
of their cari^sses. Thue began a persecution wdiich coiitumetl 
* See p. 07. - M. 
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ftH loiij' ln«i yeara allowed it- The most brilliant coin- 
p]e\jnn that could K* inifigiiitid, the fealnw of an Antiiioua, 
riinl pizlect symmetry of figure at that period of Ms hfo 
^ifterwarda lio lost it), uuwle’him the subject of never-ending 
adiuiriitiun to the whole fi^iuali* populaliou, gentle and simple, 
wlio passed him in. the streets, in after days, he had the 
gRice to regret his own peiTcise and scornful coyness. But, 
.it that lime, bO foolishly iiiftenstblti was he to ll.-* h-e.i. t^'"^ 
he iibocl to Idek and struggle with all his inighi 
lijiLisclf from the gentle violeni’ti which was continually 
tdlered ; and he i^snewed Iho scene (so el.ihorately painted hy 
Sh.ikH(ieie) of the conflicts betiieeii Venus and Adoiik 
For tAvo years, this continued a subject uf irritation the 
keenest on the one atde^ and of laughter on the other, lietw-een 
niv bi’olliei and bis plainer schoobfelloivs. Not that we had 
the bligliteat jeaMusy'pU Uie subject — far from it : it struck 
all (aa it generaSy .does strike boyf*) in Uie light of an 
attaint upon the di^ty of a male, that he bhould be 
bubjocted to the caTOsacs oS wonien without leave asked : this 
A\as felt to Jie a liadge of childhood, mid a proi>f that the 
object of such caix'Sblng tenderness, t>o public and avowed, 
mii&t be regarded in the light of a baby — not to mention that 
the very foundation of all this distinction, a beautiful face, is 
af« a male dislmctiou regarded in a very cpiestionablo light by' 
iiiuUiludes, und often by those luo^t wdio lU'e the possessoi'K of 
lliat distiiiclmn, C^ertainly tb.it. u.w the fact in my brother's 
lase. Not one uf us could feel ho pointedly as himself the 
mill ide ol hi** mluation ; nor ili«l lie cease, when incre.i>iijg 
viMT's iiad liberated inm fnuii that feiiLik expreb^ioii of ih'Iight 
111 his Is-nity, to^ri'gard the besiuty ilbclf as a degeafiation , 
nor could»he bear to lie ilattered u}X)n it , though, in n»ality, 
it did him aorv]ci» in after dwtiebses, Avheu 5,0 other endow- 
ment uliatsoei'cr would have been availiug. OfLen, in fact, 
do lueii’s nature.1 sternly conti-adict the of their 

features ; tbriuio poison would have lielievod that, under the 
blooming loxelinehs of a ley shrouded a most 1111*010 

luiture, not merely an JUi'enlur'ius courage, bat with a 
capacity of patient submiHSion to hardship, and of wrestling 
with calamity, such as is rarely found anioiig»‘t the eiulow- 
inc'nts of youtli. I have reason, also, to think that the state 
YOTi. I ® 
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of doj*rii(latioii in wliicli li« believed himself to liuve passed 
his chililisli years, from the sort of public which I 

have described, and his stimig recoil from, it as an insult, 
went much deeper than was supposad, and had much to do in 
hib hubsequent conduct, and in nerving liim to tlie strong 
ivsolutions he adopted. He seemed to resent, as an onginar 
iiiKiilt of lUiture, the having given "him a false index jf 
cliaracW in his feininiiu beauty, and to take a i»lea^uro in 
contradicting it. . Had it been in his power, he would have 
sjioilcd it Certain it is, that, from the time he leiichud his 
eleventh bii-th-day, he had begun already to wUhdmw himself 
from society of all other boys — to fall into long Ills of 
abstraction— and t-o throw' himself upon his own resourues lu :i 
way neither ubiuil nor necessary. Schocl-fellows of his own 
age and standing — those, even, who were the mo^t uniiable — 
he dinnncd ; and, many years after his .disappiMrunce, 1 
found, in hifl haudwilting, a coUei'tion of fragments, touched 
in a sort of wild lyrical veiscs, presenting, uinpicstionably, 
the most exirat>Td inary evidences of a proud, sclf-snsluinod 
mind, consciously roinxiitring Ills oini hopes in }iiinsidt, and 
abjuring tbe riTt of the world, that call ever have emanated 
from BO young a pewon ; hiiice, upon the largest allowance, 
and sujiposing iheiu to liave been w'rilteii on the e\o of hit, 
(jnilling England, they ]nu<^t liavc licen WTilltm at the age of 
twehe. 1 have (tffen hpcculated on tlie Biibject of tliise 
inysterioin; compositions , they were of a nature to have pro- 
ceetled rather from some mystical i[uiotit-f, such as Madam e 
iluyon, if with fliih rajti di\otJoti one can supjMtho the union 
oTa*" ixdwllious and iniiriiiuriug ambition. Passionate 
uposti'ophes there w'ere to nature and the ^jpu'ers of nature ; 
and what seemed strangest of all waS' - that, in styles not only 
wvm they free fioiii all tumour and infiathiu wdiich iiiiglit 
have been hioked for in so young a writer, but w'ere even 
wilfully child isb and collof^uial in a jjatheticdogiee ; in fact, 
in pt»int of buie, allowing for tlie ditfenuica In'twoen a 
narrative jioem and a lyrical, they somowdiat row niblcd tli,T.t 
beautiful poem^ of George Ilcrliert, entitled bovifl ITnknown, 

^ This poem, from great admiration of its mother Eughsh. and to 
lUnstiAtc some idercs upon sty1«>, Mi. Ouli'iidge rcpiiblislicil in hii 
“ Jkugrajihin Iffteram." 
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in he ileHcribf^s tsyiabolicully Ui a friend^ under tin 

uf txeoulieruas ill-UbUge he hud ex 2 )crioiurc<l, the religioiiij 
j)rocnpseB by which hia souJ had been weaned from the world. 
The moiit obvious soltttion of the mystery would be, to 
8up]ioac these fragments to have been copied from some 
obscuz'C author ; but^ besides that no author could Lave re- 
uamed obscure in Ais age of elaborate research who had 
been capable of sighs (for such I suav call them) drawn iqi 
Iroiii such welldike depths of feeling, and expressed willi 
such fervour and simplicity of language, there was another 
testimony to tbeir being the productions of him who owned 
the penmanship j which was, tluit sumo of the papers ex- 
hibited the whole process of creation and gi'owtb, sucli 
(M'Uhureb, substitutions) doubts expressed as to this and that 
form of expression, together wiih references hackwarils and 
lurwarda Now, that the handwriting was my bvother'b, 
iKliriitifd of no doubt whatsoever. 1 go on with bis 
slory. 

in 1800 iny visit to Ireland, and vit-its to other place's subse- 
ijueiitly, se^iarated me from him for above a year. In IBQi, 
we were at \cry dilfereut schools : I in the highest clobs of a 
great public school ^ — he at a very bcqucstoied parsonage uii 
u wdld moor (Horwich Moor) in Lancashire. This situulinn, 
]>i-obably, fed and chcribhed his niehmcholy Iwbits ; for In* 
iwul no society except that of a younger lu'other, who 'Wf»uld 
gi\e bim no dlsturhance at all. Tht^ development of our 
fiuliouai ivsourccs had not yet gone so far as absolutely tf» 
exterminate Irom the map uf Knglaml exeryllnng like a 
bealli, a breezy down (such os gave .so peculiar a ebaracter to 
the counties of Wills, ^merset, l)oi>et, &c,), or even a village 
< (»mmoilT Ifccitlia iveiu yet to be louiul in Enghind, not w» 
salacious, indeed, as the landes of hhaneo, but ecpuilly wild and 
romantic. In such a sitnatioii iny brother lived, and under 
the -tuition of a clergyman, retired in his habits, and even 
ascetic, bin. gentle in bis iiianncrH. To that 1 can speak in,^- 
self; for in the winter of 1801 1 dined ivilh him, and I 
found that his yoke W'as, indeed, a mild one ; snu e, even to my 

^ Majichrstcr Oranimar School ; whirh was Do Qiiincc>*« iw\t 
Rcliool ufLot lie left that of Wltikficld, though he lias not yet told us 
the fact. — M. 
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yoiingeai Li-otLer a head&tr<;mg cliild of seven, lie ii^ed no 
stronger remoiiHtJcance, in nxgmg'him to «>ine essential pohii 
of duty, than Do 5s pertu/od^ ^ On another occobiun 1, 
accompanied by A friend, cd^ ; wewere accidentally 

(letainetl there, through the greeter following day 

by snow ; imd, to the inexprcMble surpt^ of itiy Cdinpauion, 
a liiercantiid tuaii from Mauchestcr, fur h consideraliJc time 
al'ter breahiaet llm ruvere^d gentleman iiPTsisted in piJiiauing 
my brother from room to room, and at last from tl|e groiuid- 
iloor up to the attics, holding 'a bo6k c^n(wMch turned out 
to be a Xipliiu grammar) ; each of them pursued) 

moving at a; tolerably slow pace : my silent ; but 

Mr. J.f 'iSith h voice of adjuratiem, su1emii*anA even nad, ycL 
kind 1^ conciliatory, singing out at intervalsi. Do be x>cr- 
suaded. Sir 1 “ It ,u your welfare I mk I Let your own 
interest)' sfr, plead m this matter between usj'^^ < And so tlie 
chase ^ntiiiued, ascending and descendiDS} up to the very 
garrets, down to the very cclkr)^ th.en;stoadily revolving 
front to rear of the house ; but fixudly with no result at 
all. The i^ctaele reminded me €$ a groom attempting to 
catch a coy pony by bolding out a containing, or pre- 
tending to contain, a bribe of oats, / Urn. J. i the reverend 
gentleman's wife, assured us that the Mme process went on at 
intervals throughout the week ; and in any case it was clearly 
good as a mode of exercise, Now, such a master, Uiough 
little adapted for the hea<lBtrong JL, wte the \^ry peraon for 
the tLonghifiil and too seuKitive Jl Search the iblaud 
through, there could not have been found another situation so 
suitable to my brother'? wayu»ard and haughty nature. The 
clergyman Wfis leAiued, quiet) absorbed in his studies ; 
humble and modest beyond the proprieties of his situiition, 
and treating iny brother in all points as a companion : wldlst, 
on the oth^ hand, my broQier was not the person to forget the 
reflpeet by a triple title,.to a dergyman, a scholar, and 
his own pr^jdor— -one, beendes, who so little thought of ex- 
actiogj!^ -vHow happy might all parties have been — what 
sullbaSnCb.;^^ ttai^er, what years of miserable anxiety, 
might hattrbsisa spared to all who were interested— had ,the 
gaardtans and dseeutors of tuy father's will thought fit to 
1 iSL Henry : see ante, p. 29, footnote.— IIC. 
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“J(»t alone!” . But, *^fer ^ar meghio,*^ they chow lu 
remove luy hiothet from recluse, to an active 

hustling man of the worhl, the .v6r]!; an^-pole in character. 
AVbat might be the^^retewonsj^ ^i^tlemaxi to seholar- 
ship, 1 never bad'itoy meainr of jmlc^ng; and, considering 
that he must no^ (if living at ollX at a dij^tance of tfairty-pi'c 
7 ears, he g^y-headeJ, I shall reqKCt his so far' as to bu]>- 
])rcs8 ;asine. He ivos - of a clans now anuually dedining 
(and I' luD^ ^tinction. Thtinks be to God, in 

this point .fov'tlm*dignjt^^ human. nature, that, 

amongst tlio.nUiij|/maiiy cases of reform destined eventunlly 
to turn out this one, at least, never can be dafeatei I, 

injured, dr cclipsM. As man grows more intelleetua}, the 
))ower of inanagiiQg him by Ills intellect and his nioral naturi*, 
in nttvr contei]p{>jl| gf all appeals to his mere animal iuatmct'i; 
of pain, must go ior^panpoi^rw. And, if a ** R or 

nn '* Of JubiiateJ *^ ware iQ^he oelehuited by all natians and 
languages for a^'oniB aidvanoe and absolute conquest over 
wrong and error wpn by human nature in our times — yes, 
not excepting * . 

The hlt^y writing by all nations torn 

tlie abolition pt the commerce in slaves— to my thinking, 
tliat festival should be for die mighty progress towwls 
tlic imppression of brutal, l)eslinl modes of punishment- Nay, 
I may coll theui worn than bc'^tial ; for a man of any good- 
net® of nature does not willingly or needlessly resort to the 
hpur cir the bish with his liorse or with liis hound. But, 
w’ltli respei'.t to man. if he will not lx? moved or won o^er by 
coucilmtory means — by meanii Uiat presup])ose him a reason- 
able ctcfiture — then let him die, confounded in his own 
vileness : but lei not me, let not die man (that ik to s^) who 
h^B him iii his power, dishonour himself by 
nienta, violating tliat grandeur of humn natorglH^cb, not 
in any vague rhetoneal sense, but updma religious principle 
of duty (via,, the scriptural du<stTine that the human person 
is *^4110 temple of the Holy Ghost'’), ought to be a conse- 

* the well-known Itolisa epitaph— " dene: ma, per 

Oar meglxot eio gni I was well ; hut, bmnse I would be better than 
well, 1 am— where yon see. 
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crated thing in the eyes of all good men : and of this vre may 
be assured— this is more sure day or night — ^that» in 
proportion as man is honhuredy,. exalted, trusted, in that 
projjortion isill he he^me mon woridiy of honour, of exalta- 
tion, of trust. ' ' / ' , . 

This schoolmaster had vixy ditfereut views of man and 
Ill's nature. He not only thought that coercion was 

the onA sole engine by wlirxh man oould be ‘managed, jtnit-, on 
the principle of that common ni^im which declare that, 
whon two schoolboys meet, with* powers at all near to a 
balance, no peace can be expected .between ^em until it is 
fairly settled is the master — on that sano^ principle, he 
fancied that no pupil could adequately or proportionahly 
reverence his master, until he had settled the precise propor- 
tion of superiority in animal powers by whi^' his master was 
ill advance of himself. Strength of blows only could oscer- 
lain Ouit: and, as he was not veiy nice about creating his 
opportunities, as he plunged at once ta. meduu res/* and 
more c<ipecially when he saw or suspect^ any rebellious 
tendencies, he soon xdeked a quarrel with my unfortunate 
lirotlier. Kot-, be it observed, that he midsh cared for a well- 
looking QT'.teapectable quarrel. No. ' I have been assured 
that, even when, the most fawning obsequiousness had appealed 
1o his (demency, in the person of some timorous ncw-comer, 
appalled by the reports he had heard — even in such cases 
(ilcemiug it wise to impress, from the beginning, a salutaiy 
awe of Jiis Jovian thunders), he made a pructiee of doing 
thus : — He would s^ieak loud, utter some order, not very 
clesu'ly, perhaps, as respected the sound, but with perfect per- 
]dexity as regarded the sense, to the timid, sensitive boy upon 
whom he intended to fix a charge of disohe<lience. •“Sir, if 
you please, what was it that you said ? " — " What was it that 
1 said 1 What 1 playing upon my words ? Clio pning logic ? 
Strip, rir ; strip this instant’’ Thenceforward this timid boy 
became' a iserviceahle 'Instrument in his equipage. Not only 
was he fi' proof, even without co-operation on the master’s 
party iiiat exiiiwe cases of submission could not insure 
mercy, biiir.ldsb he^ this boy, in his own person, breafiied 
forth, wt isitiEHrvab, a dim sense of awe and worship — ^the 
religion of fear— towards the grim Moloch of the scene. 
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ITemv, as by plwtrical coiidiiciors, was convc.*}v<l tlirouj^lKuit 
(.very of the establishment a trenuilous sensibility tli.it 
vibrakvl towarris the centre. Different, 0 Rowland HiU . Hr(> 
the laws of thy estrtlishmant l &r other arc the echoes Iieanl 
amid the -ancient halls oi 3ru6e.^ There it is possible for 
the timid child to ^ happ3r'*^foP the child destined to an 
early grave to rejEip .brief harvest in peace. 'Wherefore 
wore there no sucli asylums in those days? Man flourished 
then, A now, in beauty and in phwer. Wtierefoie did he 
not put forth his powe^ upon establishments that might culti- 
vate happiness as well as knowledge 7 Wherefore did, no 
man cry aloud, in the spirit of Wordsw'orth, 

'' Ah, What hvails heroic deed * 
lybat liberty 7 if no defence 
Bu woa for feeble Innocence ? 

Yather of all ! though wilfnl mnnhood read 
His puni^hiudnt in 8oul-d!i»trcs8, 

^ Grant to th[e mom of life lU neturul hlesBeducss ) ” 

Meantime, my biother S., in an evil hiair, having been 
removed from that most <j[ulet of human wictuaries, having 
forfeited tCat peac4 which possibly he was never to retiievi, 
fell (as I have said) into ilio power of thft Moloch. And tins 
Moloch upon him illustrated the laws of his establishment : 
liim also, tlie gentle, the beautiful, but also the proud, tbe 
liauglity, he beat, kiched, trampled on I 

in two bouTS from that time, my brutlicr was on the road 
to Livcipool. Painfully he made out his iviiy, having not 
much money, and with a scmf^c of total ubaniloiimeiit which 
made him foci that all he might have would prove littl* 
enough for hia purposes. 

•ithcr went to an inn, after his long, long journey to 
Liverpool, foot-sore (for he liad iivalkcd through four days, 
and, from ignorance of the world, combined with excessive 

^ This was not meant assuredly as any advertisement 'of an estali- 
lishment which could not by all reports need any man's imLise^ but 
was written umler a very natural impulse derived from a recent visit 
to the places and under an unaffectoil sympathy with the spirit of 
freedom and eiy'oyment that seemed to reign amongst the young 
people. [The allusion is to the celebrated Bruce Castle Academy at 
Tottenham, presided over by Bir Rowland Hfll's father, and where Sir 
Rowland BiU was himself a teacher till 18S3. — M.] 



296 


AUTOBIOGRAPITY 


BliynesB — uli ! liuw sly* do peopilo become from pride ! — ^had 
nut ])TQlited by those w«li>k^wzi incidents tipun^ English 
high-Toads-^retum post<«hH«ia, 6^|e'*coache6| led homefs 
or iragguiis.'— foot- soTe.'.aad. 11^ »Teep» Sleep, supper, 
brcaklac^t in the mondng-T-'fin jlpi Jind } «o far Ins 

slender linnijcee readjied ^ imillfin* ihesi^ paid the trearh- 
oroub lamlliffd : vho then proposed tp/biih that they slionld 
lak- n wiilk out lOgelher, by way of. looking at the. public 
buililings and the ducks. ^-3t TiV^n had noticed my 

liroilifr* bcmity, K»we rircumstnii^ .Sin’Ujt bis dress incon- 
sistent iiith hi^mode of travelling, ofeo, bis, style of con- 

versation. Aticonlingly, he wJleu birf from street to 
street^ 'until they, readied Um seems to be 

a fiiie''bai}ding,'* ssiid thi"> Jesuitical gu^ls^^iu^ if it had been 
-line new Pompeii — sunie Lnam r ,or Pi 5tt jrra*‘tha^ he had 
•iiiuxpactedly lit ujuiu aincS^ the nntiSS^veled parts of 
LiveTpoob*t-^*heve aeems to bo a fine buiiduig ; shall we go 
ill and Udg leave to look at it V* My bNfthert thinking less 
of the Spectacle tlian the siicciator, wbbrn^ in a wildeniesH of 
inan^ natnially he wished to make his friend, coiiaent(*d 
readily; ..Jn they a’ent; and, by the ibewt accident, Mr. 
Mayo^^|lj|iUe to^niSi^ancil were then sitting. To them llie 
iiHitllons landlord communicated privately an account of his 
suspicious.'* }ie himself conducted my higher, under pie- 
tonco the best station for picturesque purposes, 

to the particular box for prisoners at the bar. This a*As not 
suspected by the jKior boy, not even when Mr. Mayor began 
to question him. He sfill thought it au accident, though 
doubtless he bluAhed excessively on being questioned, and 
questioned so iniperthiently, in public. The object of the 
mayor and of other Liveipool genUumen then presmt was, 
to aaofcrtaib' my brother’s real xunk and, family : for'he per- 
sisted. i%rrepre«Bjlitnig “himself as a poor wandering boy. 
Various nuKoie^wcrti Tsinly tri<^d to ididt this information ; 
until at length- -like tlie wjhjjywes, who mixed with Ins 
piLdlfrJ^' ftty oole grnaiii^ife'Tmd "attire a* few' ami; 

by toVselMetectioii in tlie court 

of gcinileman couusidled the mayor to send 

for a OieeLTattament. This ^'ns done ; the Testament was 
presented open at St. John’s Gospel to my brother, and ha 
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was reqwosled to say wlit'tlw^r he knew in what lanf'iiiijAr tluit. 
hook waft written ; or whether, perbape, he could fmnisli 
them with a tranailati^^&Oixit th$' jnra hefore him* R, in Jiis 
ronfusion, did not appeal, and foil 

into the rniare ! ctmatiHied yerift ?''aBid iuiniudidtely was 
eonsigned to the car6 eS. a gentlt^Don, itho won from him by 
kiiuliioes what ha hed.^taecd to iihportnnUim or xqGnaces. 
Ais fdxnily bo confew^ a^' oiico, but jiot hia echpol. An 
exprew'" was theifefo:^' •from tK*$rpool^to our 
nearest male relfttlvjpe^ ihilitary man, then bjr accident on 
liMvc of nbKmcr 'frohilTndia. came over, tooK my brother 
hark .liioking upon the whnlc os a boyish frolic of no per* 
in*iTiriji injportnncfth miitK* aonu* ati pulatio na in hie behalf for 
iiuleiijiiiir fwjrt panwhuv-’it. uiid immediately returned hom<* 
L-fi III liiTiihvlf, Ibe grim lyTiint of the Bcihool ca'^ily ewh-d 
I be stipulation ajnei jq^lwl his bnilalitiea more ftorcely 
lliun lieforo—- pow alptiTug in the double spirit of tyranny and 
revenge. , , 

III a few linurst iiny brother was again cm the roaul t*» 
fiiver]JOol. But nc*t oh this ih'Cii'-hiii did he resort to any inn, 
c»r visit any treaelierons hunter of the* inetuipsque. Jiu 
(lifered himaelf to no teniptflctions novj nor to any^rislv- 
Uight onwards ho wemt to the docks, addressed himself to a 
grave, elderly master of a trading vessel, bound^hpon a dis- 
tant voyage, and ii^iitly procured an engagement. The 
bkipjier was a good liuSa sensible man, and (ns it turned onl) a 
sailor accomplished in all parts of his profession. The ship 
\\ hich he commanded was a South Sea luder, htdouging tu 
Fiurd Grcnville—whethcr lying at Liver|»ool or in the Tliainea 
at tliat moment, I am not sure. However, the 3 ’' soon after- 
wards saUi'd* 

For somewhat less than ^tliree years, my broUw^^ntinned 
under the care of this good man, who was mterasttiji by his 
appearance, and by some resemblance whidi be fmhsiM in his 
features to a son whom he had lost Fc^rtnnote, indeed, for 
the poor boy was this interval of .fatherly enperintenaenoe ; 
for, under this captain, he was not only preserved from the 
perils which afterwatds besieged him,* until his years had 
made him more capable of confronting them j but ato he had 
thus an opportunity, which he improved to the utmost, of 
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inakiiif; acquainted with the two sejiamte branches 

of Ills - -iiavigulion and soamanahip, qiialLlicatiuna 

winch are not very of^i united 

After the death of mf liro^er ran through 

inan}^ wild ailvuiitntea ; until at length, a severe action 
fought off the coast of Fern, ihs armod mercbautinan in which 
he the^j seryed woe captup^ ’by piiat^a. " Most of • jjl^e crew 
were massacred* ' My brother^ on. aceoanl of the iiapoEtssit 
services he eould render/was spar^ ; And with these* pirates, 
cruMng under a black flag, and* perpetrating unnumbered 
atrocitus^ he was obliged to sail for the next two years ; nor 
couhl he in all that period find any opportunity for effecting 
his eseapCL, 

Dming this long expatriation, let any ihoughtful reader 
imagine the perils of every sort which besuged one m) young, 
so inexperienced, so sensitive, and so hangh^ » perils to his 
life (but these; it was the very expression of his unhappy 
situation, .were the perils least to he moimied for) ; perils tn 
his good name^ going the length of absolute infamy — siiux^, if 
the piratical fdbip had been captured by a British maii«of-wav, 
he might have found it impossible to clear himself uf a voluu- 
hiry participation in the Idoody actious of his ahipmates ; 
and, on the other Laud (a case equally probable in the 
regions which they frequented)^ supposing him to have been 
ciiptured by a Spanish gwrda co^ he would scarcely have 
been able, from his ignorance of the Spanish language, to draw 
even a momentary attention to the special circumstiuices of 
his own situation ; he would liave been involved in the 
general pre 8 umx)tionB ol the case, and would have Iteeu exe- 
cuted in a summary way, upon the priina fade evidence 
against him, that lie did not ax^pcor to be in the condition of 
t; prisoner ; and, if lus name h|[»d ever again reached his 
country. It Would have been in some sad list of ruffians, 
niurderersi tutors to their country ; and even these titles, 
oa if >3^1 enough in themselves, ag^avated by the name of 
piralie,' which at once indudes them all, and suipasses them 
alt. were perils sufficiently distressing at any rate ; 

but came dthers even more ap|)alHug — the perils 

of mom eluitamioation, in that excess which might be looked 
for from such aasocic^t^ : not, be it recollected, a few wild 



MY Biiornr.R ttnk 


20 £» 


notions or lawless principles adopted into In's creed ol \ .ic- 
tical ethics, but that brutal transliguiation of the entire eli.ir- 
ncter wdiich ocgutb , fof iutonc^ iti the cose of the youn^ 
l,npsy sou of EfiBel^ns; a ehe^^. m^ng it impossiblu to 
rely upon the very holiest of the moral nature, and 

consigning its victim to ho^los^^reprohatioii. Murder itself 
might have lost its horrozs to one v^ho mnst hare been but 
loo familiar w^th the spectacle of m^psacre.by wholesale upon 
unresisting crews, upon passengers enfeebled by sickness, or 
upon sequestered villagers^ ton^ from tbeir slumbers by the 
glare of conflagration, reflected from gleaming cutlasses, and 
from the faces of demons. This fear it was — a fear like this, 
as I have often thought — which must, amidst her other woes, 
have been the Aai^ w oe that swallowed up all the rest to tlie 
unhappy Marie ^Lktoinette. This must have been tlie sting 
of death to h^ material heart, the grief paramount, the 

crow ning ** grief — the prospect, namely, that her royal boy 
would not be djemissed horn the horroi-B of royiJty to peace 
and humble innocence ; but that his fair cheek would be 
ravaged by^ice os well as sorrow ; that he would be tempted 
into brutal orgies, tind eveiy mode of moral pollnt^un ; until, 
like poor Constance with her young Arthur, but for a sadder 
reason, even iTit were possible that theioyal mother should 
see her son in “ the courts of heaven," she would not know 
again one so fearfully transfigured. This prospect for the royal 
(^uiHtauce of revolutionary JFmnce was but too painfully ful- 
fdled ; os we are taught to guess, even from the faithful reconls 
^of the Duidiesse (I’Augouleuie. Tlie >(»ung Dauphin (tt ha« 
hrn sui't/, 1837), to the iiifaniy of his lvei*jK*ra/ was so trained 
as to become loathsome for coarse bnitality, as well as for 
habits of»uncleanliness, to all who appioached him — one pur- 
pose of his guilty tutors l^eing to render and august 

descent contemptible in his person. And, in fa^' they were 
so far likely to succeed in this pin pose for the moment, and 
to the extent of an indiividuai case, that, upon that account 
alone, but still more for the sake of the poor child, the most 
welcome news with respect to him — liim whose birtli* had 

^ To tlioae who are open to the impression of omens, there is a most 
striking one on record with respect to the birth of this ill-fated prince, 
not less so than the falling off of the head from the cane of Charles 1. 
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drawn antlionis nf exultation from twenty-five of 

Miien — was the news of Im dcfttlu -And what else can well 
hn oxpefited for from parental 

iiMidtriio>f>, and tliro,wri xxj^ titw own giwtiiansliip. at such 
III I4«J M iiiiw or teii,«itd.und4^ the trilfirt nii«li-ifliiii» of per 
fruiilos? 'Bwt^ in iny liwWior's .<»«■, .ill il'e advers^e 
. Ii.iinv», overwhitlinini' lu tliA scomeii wore liirnfil awde Uy 
'.'iiie roi^id ; .all invl to hariii liiin ; and from the 
licry iuriinue he eaxiie i>ui nmin^d. 

i liavewdf hathe would n-t have a]fp(<aTed to iiiiy « .■ipturhi.i' 
<i]ii2> as standing in the Ritiiation uf p^i^on''r iiini'iigst the 
]i2ra)je9j nor W!u^ he such in the seiiai2 of Vcing Hf* 

movad about, when on lionnl in but he w*as 

at ' iRi». '.>■ '.h*; Ill's:'** «-tTnJii*( a Ynsdai; f)<*ftrhijr an rtak-tn-e 

(pn^fkrtttivg thiit' inuk qt BosecM), ultli pfophetki ifugi*ri|ili>i:i, ** Sens 
u*/n.'tlt-is ufhf^nnA . ' At the Vi-ry iiii>niPtit wlifla 'acci'nl.iiir imiiiv- 
1 il iHuae) ilii* iiirtli of a ohiVf wis in the act of anitmiciation to the 
p‘.ai ofll*’er« of -tato s -^*ii.i>li*l in :1.ii QueeU'shedchafAhcT, and when a 
M^fiial fr>iiii a tady had mode kitowfl the gkd tidings that it was 
a Dauphin (the firat chilil haring been ft''}nji]QeR8, trs ihe^ignj^l disap- 
pointioent ef the iiatUm ; and the second, who was alsny,.naritigdio(U, 
the frame qf caiyed woo<lwork at the bark of the Queeii'a bed, 
ropre|^|li|jK the crown and other regalia cif France, with the Bonrliuu 
lilies, down in raina Thtre'ifl sktAiheir and more direct 
ill omonii^eoW, apparently, with, the hirth of this lorinco ; in fuel, 
A li. tinot r>rbpjiecy of his nun — a propWf’th^ hV should sunivo lii<; 
flit:. or, *iad yet not i«dgii •-irh|.;h in so obscurely told, that one knows 
not in what light to view it ; a I Ty -i ' - Tjouia XVIII, who 's 
the original authority for it, ' .d> e ./ 'n the first Dauiiliin 
(who died liefore the calamities of his family coiumenced) with the 
M'roud, As to till') second, who is course the iirince conccrneil in 
the n!ferp;ns*B of the text a new and most extraordinary interest lids 
hcguii to lUVtfRt ilia tnigieul story in this very month of April 1858 ; at 
least it is now first brought before uuivei’Bal CniristendoTi^. In the 
monthly Journal of Putnam (publmhed in Kew^York) the nuniljcrfnr 
Apnl eoiitaibis a nmsL iiiterehling memoir upon the subject, signed T. 
H IlansQik.' 'V^alUrally, it iAdiH|josed most renrlen to }mt faitli in any 
iresb prete^onA of thin nature that al least one false Daujdiiu liad 
been '*&ch by so. tuule&ioM^a judge os the Duehesse 

d'Ailg^om SleoaUma^ it is rnadj^ proMfiie enough by Mr. Hanson 
that lAiajm* Pauplitn did not, diu in the year 179p at the Temple, 
hut by a boy unknown ; tliat two separate parties 

had an^MiMriAtcrat is sustaining Uus ftaud, and did sustain it ; 
but oue woiU hesitate to believe whether at the price of murdering 
a celebrated pliysfciaii $ that had the prince conveyed secretly to 
an Indian settlement {n Lowisr Gnntda, as a situation in which French. 
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watcLi'd, aevei' trusted uii bhore, undL>r very peciiliai 

(‘U'ciiiuatunces ; and tedurated at all only because one accoiii 
pbsLmeirt mode him ^isp^sabla > t^' Ijhe prosperity of Ihe 
bhip. Amongst Uia '^giu p^rla e^l oommuni- 

catod tu my brothvv b} bis Arst mtbVriy capuin vra.- tlir 
luanageuient of chFoni/meiear& ISeveMl ha'i.U't-n ca]iii!r<<!. 
bimiu of the ]d::hest value, is tlier many piixes, lCnTO]>c.ni • r 
Ainericaxi. ^l\ luotheT lupiiened to be perfect 'in the skiLi 
of uuiiiaging tliuu ; mid, f(>riQiiatf*1y for him, im^ther person 
amongst them had tbat.ridli, ^eix In its loMrest d<igreeu To 
this one qualiiication, fhorefore (and ultimately to this only), 
he was indebted ton both safety uud freeilom ; sinee, though 
lie might have been ^spared in the first moments of camnge 

being the pimiUng .iMguagey would attract no attention, as It must 
liave done la isM, other parts of North America ; that the boy was 
('ducated iiud trained as a taissianary rlergyman ; and^ linallv, tliat h*> 
IS unw acting in that oapsoUy under the name of E leaacr WdUanih— - 
jiufuctly aware of the tayA pretensions put iora*ard on his*BI3uili, but 
equally through ago (b^g about 60), and tiurnugh abborptfon m 
spiritual views, ludifterent to these prei^siouK. It is n<^inlttod «'n all 
hiindii Hat itio IMuce de Jninville had un interview wuh JJ.> i.m 
U ilbams a dozen years since: the prince alleges tbroii{j^ ■ ‘C* *■ i 

but this seems iiiiprobsble ; and Mr. Hanson la hk^y (•j p-!.' n 

snppobing this visit to have been a pificoucerted ono, growing out of 
some anxiety to ic: I*.:* Siq • t* earrexit, so far as they ivere gronmled 
uiion rebemblduceH ju Mr. ktilbauia's fcaturca to those of the Bourbuu 
.lud Aubtrian families. The most pathetic fact » that of tho idiocy 
I owiiiou to the Daupliitt and Mr. Elonzer Willlinis. It is clear Ux)iii 
all the must authentic accounts of Uit* young juin^e, that Idiisy was 
m icality sti’uling ovv,r him— -diu* doubtless to llie sUintiintj iialme of 
thi* caLniiitics that ovi'nvheliued his family . to the leiuovul bum him 
by tio^Jcal deaths, lu so lapid a .sucression, of the JViriotsso di bum- 
balle, of his aunt, of his father, of liih uiotlier, .oid riLlieis whom most 
hi' hatl loved ; to his ciuel separatum from his sulei ; and Ui tin; astound- 
ing (tur hfia uatundly iueonijirchenbihlu) ehoiigt* that had come over 
the dtfmcanour and language of ueaily all the people placed about tho 
persons of himself and his family. An idiocy resulting from wlifit 
must have seemed a causoloss and dexnuniao conspiracy would he moio 
likely to mult away ‘under the sudden transfer to kuidness and the 
gaiety of foiest life than w ay i^. y U! — .L-o: lif.Oliglu.'il nn- 

liecility. Mr. Williams dcscntce i v;s : •■..■•i'.,- i.ri. • on- 
tmumg'up to lus foiiiteenth year, and all things which had ha]ipi ned 
in eailier ye.us as glcauung through clouds o^hllviuu, and as imm- 
fully perplexing ; but otherwise he sliows no dosire to slnmgthen Iho 
liretcnsicns made for himself by any renilniBConcca pieridng these clouils 
that could point* specially to France or to myal expeiicnrra. 
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from otliur coii&uleratioDs, tlicre is littJe doubt that, in some 
one of thu innumerable brai/rls wbiuL foiloved tb'rouqh tbe 
years of his captivity, he would have .fallen a Rooriliue to 
hasty Impulsee of .anger i)r wantons^ ^had not his safety 
been made an olqeot of mteest and.yigilance to those in 
cfmiiiiaud, and to aU wh6 atetused any care for the genciMl 
welfare* Much> . therefore, it wias that he owed to this 
acuoinidiahment. Stillythere is no good thing without its 
alloy ; and thia great blesalng biought along with it sciuiu- 
thlng worse than a dull duty — ^the necessity, iu laet, of facing 
feaia and trials to which the sailor's heart is prc-ciuincntly 
' senaihle. AU /eilpTH^,it is notorious are superslitious , 
partly, I suppose, from looking out so mueb upon the wjlder- 
noss of waVes, empty of all human life ; 't&t mighty bolifiulos 
are generally fear-haunted and fcai'-peopled ; such, for in- 
stauce, as the solitUAles of forests, where, in the absence of 
Iiunian forms und ordinary human sounds, are discern tv] 
foims more dusky and vague, not roferted by tbe eye to 
any known type, and sounds inipurfeotly intelligible. And, 
therefore, art'- all Oi'iiuan cudlj^bgxnurSi won'b.nillt'rc. , 
rijiijjjUti'Us. Now the .spa is often ‘'[M-opKil, ,iiiiirl-)t its 
r.i\in;fs, with what seem innumerable human voices — such 
vjuoes, or as ominous, as vrhat were heard by 
‘‘ancestial voices prophesying war** ; ■ it ■iii'ii • • If.,;:,’. ■ 
mixes, from a dUlancO (seeming to come also from tUhtaiil 
times, us well as distant places}, with tlie u]»TOiir ot waters ; 
and doubtless Bliapcn of fear, or shapes of beauty nut less 
awful, arc ut liineH bOou upbn the waves by the diseased (\>e 
ofjLhe sailor, in i/ther «ases besides ’the somewhat rare one ot 
caleuture. This vast solitude of tlie sea being taken, there- 
fore, as one condition of t]ic suiierblltious fear found so com- 
monly among sai1or;«, a second may be thepwilous insecurity 
of their own lives, or (if the lives of soilorR, after all, by 
mi'ans immunities from danger in other sbapes, are 

nut so insecure as is supposed, though, by the way, it ib 
enough for this result tbnt to themselves they scf^in so) yet 
at aU events the iiipucuTity of the ships in which they sail, 
fn such a ca.«p, Jn tlie case of battle, and in others wliere the 
eniiiiro of ehanoe soems absolute, there tbe temptation w 
greatest to dall}' with supernatural oracles, ruid 6UiH.*rnatara) 
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moans of consulting tWm. Finally, the iiitemiptinn 
liuhitually of all oi-dinary avenues to mformatiou ahout the 
fate of Uieir deaxest relatives. 2 the conse^juent 'agitation 
which must often possess those who 'are re*>entering upon 
home waters ; and the sinhleii hurri, u}ioil ptc]jpiug ashore, 

of hoartr-bhakiiig hews m long i*ccuiiiiiltttcd arn^ai^- 

nro circumstance^ wjiieb dii:]>Oi=c the iiiiiul t« h-uk -m : 
relief towards signs and <*riieiiK iih^nncwai of L>r>':iking tin* 
shock By dim .ioil. .j ” Ifa:- 1. rn inj aVeScOcsiined to 
sink, although ih'* p''IIri,al fqph-'iiis'i n it as a name of n*- 
proach is i»urcly modem, must he ranked among^tlie oldest of 
omens ; and perhajks the mobt Buhmvmindcd of men niigliL 
have Idave to, be moved with any augury of an ancient t?ru(li- 
tioual order, such os had won faith for centuries, applied iu u 
fate so interosting os that of the ship to which he was on the 
point of committing himself. Other cuubes inight lu 
asLsjgncd, causative -of nautical suiH^rstitioii, and lending iu 
feed it But enough. It is well known that the whuh* 
family of sailors is supcrstitlouB. My hruther,^^j)ppr Pink 
■ this w^as an old household name wliicli lie rc^iaiiied. amongst 
us fi^uin an incidcfit of Ida childhood), st V, au mi- 
modeiiite degree. Being a great reader (iu fact, he i^'ieud 
evervthing in his mother tongue that vros of general iutcresi', 
In* w*ia ]»retty well iiwaiv how general was the ridicuLt* 
.ilhu'liKl iu« OUT times to the subject of ghouls. But this-- 
nor the revenmee he yioldcvl uthcrwi&e lo some of th<iw 
wriicrs w'ho had joined in that aridicuh — any more bad iin- 
tiled his faith in their c.\ibtence, than the snhiuibbiou of .i 
sailor in a religious senw tirhis bpiriliial emiiiMdlor, iij«*n the 
false mid fniudulenl jilensures of luMiry* r-aii ever disturb his 
lemcinbrance of the viHues lodged in rum or tobacco. His 
oi\Ti iincomiueiable, unanswerable cxpciieiice, the blank 
realities of pleasure and pain, put to llight all argumentu 
whatsoever tluit anchor only in his understandim'. Pink 
aiped, ill argumg the case with' me, to admit that ghosts might 
be questionable realities in our hemisphere, hut it’s a 
fliderenb thing to tlie sidhwrd o f the Ime/* -:\ii(l then he 
would go onto tell me of hiaownJEearfiit experience : iu parti- 
cular, of one many times renewed, and investigated t*j no 
puii»o^ by ^vu'ties of men comiiuuiicatiiig fntiu a distance 
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upon ii Mriteiii of floncerti*! -’.-rrVj m; one 4>f tho Oallapai^o's 
Inlmulb These sslanda, viloU w k* visited, and' I think 
de.sc]i1>'‘d, by 2 |anmi< acr-*«iA tueoEifoia imst have been an 
iiMvIitiii til Lhu iiuc^pottWL and l ^jlwstie iy " in the laUerpart 
of ihf ni*vfl}i1cenl1i wafe Mill tu Uiuir more 

■ ■! TdTe succeshor*!, the Plitilcsi hi thi^'btjiinTiingof the niiie- 
tceuth ; ftud for* the same r^iSOfu— tlia iaQilities they olfer 
(rjLi*c in tho'ie freius) For nixwnring wooiJ and water. Hither, 
then, the iilark fla(! ofi^n le ortedj and here,' amidst these 
rtmiaatie soUtndes, iiiitenentul h} luau — ofl^nliuius it 

lay furiod np for 'weeks together ; :;t«pine and Tiuirder had 
mat f(A' a^season; a^id the bldody entbuM dept within its 
scaVlHU^. • When this bappcn^/'o^yiK^jit h^me known 
heforehand thjit it happ^, a on diore 

fir my '‘brother, and the ebronometera "wm ' transported 
thither for the j’^riod of their stay. ' ‘ - 

The island edeeied for this purposes amongtt flie many 
equally opeu't^ their choice^ might,' according to eircum- 
Mances, he that which offered the best 'anchorage, or that 
from wlilch tlie le-cnibarkaiion was easiest, or that*' which 
allowed the readiest access to mxidand water. But, fi>r hon|e 
'or all, of these* advantages, ishind most 

gimemlly honoured by the piratical ciistOtn and “ goocl-ivill '* 
wMH oue^knoivn to American navigators as ** Wi!>«wl“ 

' ^ J^buid.** There w'as.soiae'oLl tradition — and I know 
• ! • .r I was a tradition <hiriag from the llmeB of Dumpier 
— that a Spiinianl or an Indian settler in this island (relying, 
]>erhaps, too entii ely n])oii the pi'otectioxi of perfect solitude) 
iiad been iuunleii*d in puiv. waiilonneSH by some of the law'- 
lesH rovers w'h<» ficquented this solitary aichipeliigo. 
Whether it were fiimi souio .peculiar atrocity of badlaith in 
the act, or from th^ sauctity of tho. man, or the deep solitude 
ol the' island, or with a view to the peculiar ediheatiou of 
marineul in these be)bi<<Jhristiaa seas — so, however, it woh, 

^ '* .-^Thw word, which js just now n-volviug upon us 

in conae^On wlthtlis attempts oa^Cuha, Ac., is conslaxiUy spelt by 
our own and the American Jpumla as iWi&u5^rS and Fiilibusteros. 
But the true word of nearly two centaiics amongst the old original 
race of sea-rohh^ (Frweb and English) tliat made irregular war u]k)u 
tlio S])anish and xaaritimo towns, was Uiat which I have here 

retained. 
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aii«t attested hy generations of sea-vagabonds (for niot^t of tlh* 
aniied rftamcrs in these ocean Zaatas at one time wore of a 
suspicions order}^ that every nighty duljr a« aun went down, 
oml the twilight began tnpreva^ a m|fid\an)9e-^^^ to 
other islands, and evciy ififp lu 

that neighbourhoodT^t a woedeuftarV aae. Stui-ilv ^eru 
^hi^ Mows, and Steady- the suceelV'ion in which they followed : 
some even fancied they conhl Ii^r that of groiiiiing 
ifispiration which is made by who Ubo an axo, or b;y 
those who in towns ply tho of ra]«.tafi^ 

iia paviois; echoes- they certain^ lieanl ‘of every Mow', from 
the p^found woods had the sjl^nu precipie^a on the margin 
of the nhorea ; which, how'ever, should rather indicato that 
the sounds, were, not supematuiul, since, if a. .visual object, 
I'ldling under hy^-phydetd^ or cata-physical Iqiws, -loses its 
sliiulow, by parity of avgttmetit,axi audible object, itv the wuue 
cLrciiuLfllancea, should Iobp its echo. But this waa the story , 
and amougst sailors there is as little variety of versions in 
tolling any true eea-stoty as there is*m a ov in Tlie 

Flying*DnU’lmian ** : Ut^rtMnib fidelity is, with k sailor, a point 
at once of ^ligious faith and wrldly honouf. The* close of 
the story w'as — that after, i^uppose, ten or twelve iniiatutes c»f 
liiicking and hewing a' hosdd pra^fh was heard, aononneiRo 
tliat the free, if tree it were, that never yet was ms^e vihlblc 
to daylight search, bad yielded to tho old woodman’s perse- 
cntiuii. It was exactly the crash, so fiuiiiliar to many ears on 
board tho neighbouring ' vessels, w'hifh expre«'<os the hai>h 
tearing asunder of tlie fibres cmised by the w'eigbt of the 
trunk in falling ; beginning slowly, i]iciva.dng nixudly, ^unl 
ii*nninaiiiig in- one rmh of funding. This over — one trw! 
If \M “ t tuutiE iioJ-- ” — there was an interval ; 

man must 'have rest ; and the old wood'mau, after working 
for more than a ccntuiy, must want repose. Time enough to 
1- ^.hi.-ij.diMfU'i .•iMj.jrli c of in.h.' "i*’’? iolai(etloii. Sunsenopgh, 
in that s^iace of time again began, in the words of Oamns, ** the 
wanted ^oar amid the wbocb,” Again 'tiho Wows becomo 
cpiicker, as the catotrophe drew nearer ; ^in the final cra.«rb 
resoundc^d ; aud a^u the mighty echoes txavellec! througli 
tlie solitary forests, and were taken up by all the isJands near 
and far, like Joanna's langh amongst the Weslmorelan*! hilb, 
VOL. I s 
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1o till* u,feit(»ui»4liuu‘iit. of the silent ocean. Vut* wherefore 
■alioiiiil tlie ocr.**ii he he that hnd heiml this 

r.mhtU iiiinuli^ hy all accnitpi<!. frit* mpta ilian ii ? 

M> lirutlifT, bowevof|^2g«r.PJ[iilc, ekc)iiia>lit- 1. in good 
('..1 PI it, iti i-f/'o ; and 

i fire-u as tbft'gluillelpaeh their eoiuKe for the 
ti ha V(H)ht sink ih apint hef«ire the tiiiil-- ho imghi 

ins iaiiiiimoned,i6 ■6we. «'C<lnd pewwi wms ever jmt ou 
‘hoixs irith'Mnk^ lent pior Pink and he ■ini}-lil K-u-ni'*. jovial 
over tbe liqupi', and the olmnoiuetei^be hroken or in-L'Iectefl ; 
dff a qaan spuityms )iece.««ari1r landed, 

as \rol1 AS if prtfvLdoris, hoeaiise' soirirptiinea (i sudden change 
i>f WKkiher, or the HUildi-n appcAranee nf a 'suspicion'* kii 1. 
might draw flic ship otf the inland for a.frntnighr. M\ 
liroilii^r could have ]ik*adeil IiIh fvnrs wlUimit niuune ; In*, 
had n rharaettir lomainta'in uith tin Muilora; Leyas d 

iipially liir liM Si;auiiiuditx> and hU kfaipTiiunship.^ By the 
\Mi>^ wlipfril i-j ccmsikh wl tlml fiiiv-lnlf of a poilor’'^ pinfes- 
Hioual sdenee refors him to the, stara (ihoagh it is true the 
oilmr half refers him to the sails and shrouds of a ship), just 
aS) in ge^esicol opeintionp, pa^it, is •referred to heaven, 
and ond.toparth — ^when this is eontidapiSd^ another argninent 
arises' fdr this su^xsiitidn of jrailoiiR, bo as it is astrological. 
Iliey rlio kn^tr (hut know the without knowing tlie Sm 
Tt) that tlie 'stars Imvemucli to-d^n guiding their own move 
inenls, whidi are yet so far from the starB, and, to all a]>pciu*- 
ance, so little connected with them, may be excused for 
MiijipfiBing that the stars are eonnected astrologicully witli 
human destiniOH. But this hy the way. The sailors, looking 

1 “ J^fuay/Mru^iji and shipmanMp " .*-*The&e oie two fanctious of a 
Bailor seloaiu aeparatid in tUa mind of a ItuadamasL The crAiJucting a 
hlnp frvudng her to cAow a right path) tlirough the ooean— that b one 
thing. I'hen ih> re x<i tiic irannjiviaeai of tlie ship within herself, the 
tnmniiug of Imt Afdls, Iec. (eansiug her to Jb!<p the line chofien)-- that is 
another tiling. The f>r«l is i-^lled eeaman«i.L]> ; the second mr)/ht be 
ogUad slilMiiarishiii, hnt is, 1 inln-vt, callisil navigation. They arc fieT' 
fectty.iSMnia:! onevuin rarely has both in perfection. Botli may bo 
ilhistinteii irotn tl'e roddor. uitestion is, Rtxppose at the Gajio uf 
iffi'id Bopuy- to nMfor India s tru^t the rudder to him, at a seaman, 
wh^- knows llM'jinassge vlielbiT within or without Madagascar. The 
n to uVliM a Kunk lOi'k t trust the ludder to Inin, as a navi- 
gator, who undentands the art of steering to a nicety. 
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1(» Pink’s (1uu1ilf» iskill^ and to Iiw i*xperience <ui slion* 
aatcnibliljig than all bcBide, Ixsiuj:; experience ^^alhewMl 
ainont^'Ht an t^dni^ration vhiihj to one wlio 

was also a aaiioz^i^ tCHX ge|»ua if it 

could W iiuJuraiwBil'at'WJy tliat. 

Pink still clung, iu Mr'liU Mltjaifo appoiin- 

nu'Rt. Put liiinl Ifis icixd ; atiil lifuny a'tinus ha« In* 
diwrilnil to me one vfftot ftf it^ wl^cn tcxilong nAtinued, 
roiul)iiifl ni'ili ilurkmAi^tuo intOTipe. T!ie nood^utier wmilil 
licgln 1 m- (ipi-ratreufl soon aft«r llip win fiad wt j but uni 
forinly, at tha*' tSiOe/lili lunto W Jesi^ TliTu^f Ijraw 
sunset it had fncrcaaSTT geueniily’.^t inidni^t It was 
iL»r«*atij>t, but. nut always. Sotneiimca the ,<mu^ vliriiMl thus 
fill : that it gjK oily increased toWanle three or i5»np o’dork in 
llie luorningj; ibd; as this ponnd grew lottdcf* and therrhy 
^iviii*‘d til diaw nearer, poor Pink’s ghostly panic grew insup- 
linrtaldft ; and hd ahAddtoly crept fi-oin hw paviHon^ and its 
luxuritms ooinforts; to- a j^iint of rock— a promon^ry — about 
lialf-U’Xuile off, from wMoh he could* see the shiji. The mwe 
sight oS a hmium abode, though an abode of ruffianfl, comforted 
Ills panic. ■ With the of daylight^ Iho my»tcri'"*'» 

sounds ceased, Oqck-arow there happened to I-.* nM.-. »i 
those ishnidti of the GalfapagoH, or none in that parti>'i: ' 
island ; tliough many cocks are heard crowini; in the a - • 
of ^mciica,'and those, perhaps*, might be caught by iqdritual 
senses ; or tho \ ■ (•ileiiftci mas bi supposed, ujson Hamlet s 
principle, either scenting the morning air, or catching the 
Bosiuds of ( hristian matin-bellB from some dim convent iu th *3 
dej>tli of Aiiiui'iuan forests. However, s*o it was; the ivouil- 
cr-ttevH axe began to intermit about the carliubt approacli of 
dawn ; ajid, tis light strengthened, it ceased entirely. At 
nine, ten, or eleven o’<^k in the forenoon, whole ap- 

pcarwl to have been a Aeltwion ; but towapls | it re- 
yi veil in cmlit ; during ft SS5550^laj;*M4. very 

soon afterwards ^u 2 H>rstitiauB .panic was ag^^m ^ted:on her 
throne. Such were the fluctn^ious of ^ 'ease. Ifeantime, 
Pink, sitting on his promontory in early dawn; and ctmsohng 
hie terrors by looking away foom the mighty wooila to the 
tranquil ship, on bo£^ of which (in spite of her ^^ec^et black 
flag) Uie whole crew, murderers and all, were deeping peace- 
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fully - lie, a lioanti'ful English boy, chased away to the Anti- 
|»udes fioiii one early home by hie sense of wounded' honour, 
and from his immediate Itonv* by superditipas fear, recalled 
to my mind an image 'adAW eituatton t}iat had been lieauti- 
full.i shUelied by in “ Baoil/ om* of tlie 

'hiki.it'^ (tliuagh. Ir^iS^^IrMcieTSi aomtinhat nnititelligihle) 
111 ' iKciil tales piih1i4fid early in thu reiiiuiy, cutSllwl, “ Talcs 
of SupewHtion aSy <l!bivate . Basil ia a *‘rude sea-boy,” debo- 
late and n^lectpd from ‘infancy, but W:i£h feelings profouml 
fioin nattUM^ and fed by aolitade * £k dwells alone m a 
I'ocky GlfW; bn^ in cuu«.e 4 ubnce of fome snpertiatiir.'il terror^ 
coniiectod .yidth a inurdviv arising in auinc fnot veiy 
elearly 1u trouble. jLhe repose of his homo, be leaves 

it in homt,' and ruhlics in the g^‘y dawn to the sea-side 
rocks ; aeatod oh which, ho draws a of ^eonsolation for 

his terrors, or of qrinpaihy with bin wounded ht^irl, from that 
mimiciyoflifewhiohgoesou for ever amongst the ravingwavea 
From ihe*Qa1Ui)agoB, Pink went often to Juah (or, as he 
chose to call it, after Dampier and others, John) Fenmnde/. 
Veiy lately (l)eoembeT*1837X the newspapers of America 
informed us, and the story vvas current •ufor full nine 
that this ihir island had been swallowed up by nn earth 
quake ; at , leSst^ that in some 'Way or other it hod 
ilieajipeared. ' * Had timt story proved true, one jdeasant 
bower would have perished - -lulled by Pink as a memorial 
t^xpiessiou of hia youthflil Joclipi's eillicr towards De Fo e, or 
Ilia visional creature rather, perhaps, 

h^wards the subatantjal Alex^der Selkirk ; for it was raisecl 
on some q)ot known or reputed by tradition to have been 
one of those moat occupied as a home by Selkirk. 1 say, 
‘‘ ratber towards Alexander SolUrk ” ; for there la u^lifficulty 
to the ‘jmhpncnt in associating ^^biuson Crusoe with 
this lovefy iStuid of the Pw8^' a difficulty even to the 
fancy.' it -is hard to bjcftlirough what perv'erse 
to tlie focts^ Foe '.^ose to place the ship- 
wre^^ Bpbitii^ Crusoe n^n the fasfmi side of the 
Aiasnito^^]|.tinent^ How, ^not. only was this in direct 
0 { 90 Bit.iSii to the reajitiea of the case on which he built, as 
first reported (1 believcl by Woodes Rogers, from the log- 
book of the Duke and Duchess (a privateer fitted out, to the 
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Lest of my remembrance, Ly the Brislol merchants, tvro ur 
three years before the Peace of Utred[tt}j and so far the 
mind of any man acquainted Up-ith tliese clreumstances 
staggered, ia attempting to assodat^ Hue eaalcm vricck of 
Crusoe with this westedm island $ bnt a'fro^ pbetacle than 
tlmt, because s/moral qne, ia A.ia : by thua pammly traim- 
ferring the scene from the Pacifiti to lha Ailatttie, bo Too 
htis transferred it from a quiet and^sequeetered to a populoin 
and troubled sea^thc Fleet Street or Ghcaptide of thf 
navigating world, the 'great th^ughfaro of natiolui — and 
thus has prrjjadieed the i^oiai*sense and the fiuiby against 
his fiction still more* inevitably than his jw^gmeht, and in a 
way that was ' perfboHy needless; for the db^ge brought 
(dong with it nq aludow of compeiisation. 

My brother’s wild adventures amongst' thte desperate 
Rea^rovera were afterwards communicated in long lettem to a 
female r^tive ; even as letters, apart fre^'^a ftarful 
burden of thedr co&tentay I can bear witness that they had 
very extraonlinory mesit This, in faet^ was the ]bap]>y 
result ^if w^ting from his heait ; feeling ]profoundly what 
he communicated, and anticipating theprofoundest sympathy 
with all that he utored from hw whom he addre&ed. A 
man of businesfS' who opened some of these leifexs^ in hm 
character of agent for my brother’s five guardians, and who 
had not any special iutex^st in the affair, assured me that, 
tliroughout the whole Course of his life, he hod never read 
anything so affecting^ firoin the facts tliey cun tai tied, and from, 
the sentiments which they expressed ; alK)\c all, the yoaniing 
fur that England which he rememliered us the land of his 
youthful pleasures, but also of his youthful degindatioiis. 
'[?1iTee o£ MU guardians were present at the reading of these 
letters, and were all aflSsGte| io ta|is, notwlthstondiug they 
hod Leon iriitated to the uttermost by the ronM which both 
myself and my broliieT hadpirsacil-^ Cdunae which mnicd 
to argue some defect of^ or of reasonable hlttdiiesR, 
in themselvca These letters, f hope, ,are still preserved, 
ihougli they have been long removed from my control. 
Thinking of them, imd their extraordinary merit, I have 
often bo^ led to believe that every ^t-to^vn {and many 
time-^ in the course of a mouth) carries out niuul)crs of beau- 
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tifully written letters, anil more from wonion than from 
men ; not that men u» to' be ouppofaed leus capiblu of 
writing good aaScgi^ttr idl the celebrated 

Intlor-wnterb of Uie.pii^^':p]E|p^ e large u^erKihinv 
happ'*iia to ha^lfecia 4usti f fttif Jmt ly re y n l■lnl•lL 

wriu frojm tj|ife'hegrtg}''8nd r»u^ fipi rnti s 

to .ualcotiRK^ good, whfich opeokterl at ono iieri'nl in 
luuke ["dic&n hdic'i ipoie pure than ihiit 

of 'of prorespiunal . cultiyjatora of the Kini'.iu 

langimge'^-and' vhicli, at" another })ctiod| in llu 
linc Con^ o^ratod^ to pitperye the jmriiy of the iiiuilfr 
idiom wl^in .jhe uuraoriea jntd the fttinula. dmwing- roiun^ 
of the pa|ikco 9 ,>fhihifi it A\aa corrupted forenric statir!- 

lunlH and tihie academic— in ilie blaudaxda of "fhe ]>ulpit aii<l 
lhetlin)qei . 

With v^peet to Pink's yeaniiug for England, Ih.it Ii.kI 
lii’i'ii paxlialiy gratified in aomo pert of Ida lon:^' oxilt- : 
twill, as we learned lung aftcrwurdei ho had landeil m 
Knglutd 1 haii|[^tyA^adherence to his 

parpo^/and audi his conscfpioiit tetrorj^ being. diEs^ireroil 
aiA hy hi$ guanliaius that 'hi^Wyer atte]ii]itcd tu 

cummunivato with any of his brothers or^ton. Th* ro l^wos 
wrung ; liie they diuuM have cut to piieeM Wore I'wouidhave 
bel'iayed him. ' I, like him^ had bem an obstinate reuusaut 
to what 1 x'iexrcd as unjust preteheions of authority ; and, 
having }»qeri iliu lii-st to raojie standard of revolti hod been 

taxed I^' my guardians idth'liayt^ (Reduced Pink by my 
exumplfb But that was unkdoV Ph^ acted for himself. 
Howover, he could know little and he tmversed 

England twice, xvithont matgin^ an orerture towards any 
comumnicaliou with his friends. ' Twocireumstanceaof these 
jiiuriieyB fad uped to meiljllDM": fk^m the po rt ^ of 

(forio nevra GqiUximpValed'Mi^ but as a purt) to 
j or, thu;i'lhc,T may 14 'ib*0nig» that fine of the two 
the rotiirn;mdj^}7roiA XJVei'piHd to Loudon. 
Oa'fHrSmt these jouroeys, Ibis route Jay thiougli 
other, tlaough Oxford and Birnnugliam, 
In he, started xitith iimcli money ; and he 

was going ^id lilifra retired froiii the cuacli at the pface of 
Bii]iping on tb^ niglit (the journey tliL-ii occupying two 
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mtiro days and two entire nigTito), when the i)aNM.nt;« i , 
insietv^f lui paying fixr huu t titat wiia a tnbjite U> lue beauty - - 
not yot extinct Ha ]taetttwM)i^ '-tUkjWA of hia adveutnrea 
coinowhat bh>ly, ,<frb3]fl(, with a milot's 

literal acennwy ] Uioiigb, .m'> • labui^ In wloitho 
viewed aa cb.ildwlf. yTBurfc •* I«jil jAonl it 

.(to tlia otherjo^y, but 

equally tuotitfed to ij^a. 6[ ig .even where 

abroML He lunl noi' momey, oln*tbu oecaaionf ^t vould 
jiiircliiiMs even t nVjauiiiary lilt l»y aU^-nXgi^ an a 
jadii'tiixii he had liavulled down to Oxfonl^ uoenpying two 
d:iy» i>i the' fifly-ibur' ur lilty-ux miles which’ then 
iiiuiMin-d the luad^ Amu Louduii^ and deejAg.ia • Jhmer’s 
Uirii, without lea/e aMlcd. Weaii^'' dtjptpmA in 
epirit^ he baiUeaeii<.-'l Oxfonl. Irepuleas oLany nK^, and witii 
A deadly shame at the thought of adetog it, . But^ 8.uiu*- 
wlioro in the High. Sfivet — and, aeeordhig to.^us very 
accurate aailoi'a dfta^jMion.of that nohls street,' it must havo 
Wn ahont the est^^iite^td All Souls’ Ckdlsgn-^ho met a 
guutAman, u pnnwiuan, wlui (at the very momeut of tiu'ii- 
ing into theotiUega gtlc) looked at Pink emacstly, and tlien 
gave him a guiai^.tsy^ at the tiint, " 1 kmtw it is to 
be in your uitt^oii., Yqu arp. o\»h3oli<%^ jou ha\e 
run away from ynid* scliwl. 'iVell, 1 wta onob'iu your 
aitiiatioa,'aud T ]*ity jou.’ IIhj kind gownainau, tyho won* 
a velvet cap willi a silk girwn, and uiuat tlicrefore-bqve been 
what in. Oxford is called a gentifiuiiii cuiniiinuer, j^ve him 
an atldreas at soflM|,.<!bUiBge or other ^Magdahm, he Aineicil, 
in after yegn}, whetis he instracted him to call before lie 
(|ailtcd Oxfords . JBh^ Pixdc dozid thie, and had lia frankly 
C(»niiuiiWc**tW 1rbd«,«(S6iy, very probably he woald have 
received, ‘'not miSboMi mmly^ Ij^ljtthe best guiding 

liU future moHotie. Siu ti'paon for>ot keej^mg (b« appi/uit- 
uient vas ^tiinpLy that be was uervoudy aby V'si^ all 

things, jealous of being entrap}^ by ififiidlouskiA^Ws into 
revelatioiia that laijd^t p^ve daugiezeiuly cincunutanlM]. 
Oxford had a mayor 3 Oxforvlhud aoorporation ; Oxfoivl hu<l 
Gi^ Testaments past fdl counfiog; a&d<«tl^ waaembcriiig 
ins# experiences, Knk held it to wSsest cuunw*! 

that he uhoulil pursue his route oxt ’ ftwt to Liverpool. 
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Tliai t'uiiica, liowcver, lie used lo say, saved him from 
deapair- 

Onc circumsto&oe a^ect^ m this part of Fink’s story. 
I Was a student By comparing 

dales, there was no dVufat iir]iBt«^>r that I, who held my 
^iiard'ant ill ahhinT^nOb, bhA nhove all things admired my 
Itrorlier Ms conduct, xnlgbt hare j^sscued him at this. 

of his Toil til ful trialri, four yean Ijefore the fortunate 
c*itaBtrophs of Ids case, ffoin the cfikmities which awaited 
h.in. This is felt generally to he thp mosrdiitres&int; form 
of human blindness — the case when accident brings two 
f'utiimal liearti^ yearning for itf-union, into almost tnuching 
]ipighbouiho(«dj'%iid then in a moment after, hy the diiTcr- 
encf, perhaps, of three inches in m- thrui' seconds in 
time, wiS eepttrallP them again, rnioonBejoUe of Uieir biief 
nciglihotirhood, perhaps for ever. In ths prtoent case, liow- 
cver, it may be doa\>t^ whether this unconi^ouB rencounter 
and unconscious parting' in (hdbnl "ought to he viewed as 
a misfoiiune. Pink, it is true, endj]^ years of suffering, 
four at least, that might have been sav^ by this sdason- 
ahle rencounter.; but, on the other haa^, by Wavelling 
through his mirfortuucs with unaba^d tqpirit, and to their 
imtar^ end, he 'won experience and dls&mctions tliat else 
he would haye* missed. Bis further history was briefly 
tin's ; — 

Somewhere in the river of Flaie, he liad effected his 
rscape tVom the phutes ; and a long time after, in 1807, 1 
htdieve (I write without Imoks to consdt)^ he joined the storm- 
ing pariy of the English at.hfonte Video. Hei'e he bax)pciK‘d 
fortunately to fall under the eye of Sir Hraie Popham ; and 
Sir Ifotne forthwith rnfed my brother as a midshipiojin on 
i«>iid his own ship, which was ar. that thne^ l,think, a flft}- 
uim -^Ums Diwlcm. *Tlius, by incritfi of the most a])}}i’o- 
pualo kind; and Vithont one )Mr(;rle of interest, my brother 
into the rt'iy,d navy, liis nautical accoiupliphinents 
MCA* mnr pT the ufinoat inijiortan'*i: t«) him : and, as often as 
lie ahif^ his diij», which (ti> b:iy thii trnlli; was far too often 
- for hie't^per. was fn'klf* and didighting in change — so 
r>lt>n (hc'-Mj ROCpUipUishm>‘iit.« wvio mii«io ilie basis of'fery 
t.iiTi* 'I eulog)-. ‘ I Jmvi* n 'i*! 'i va< h* siti of certificates vouch- 
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iiig for Pink’s qualifications as a sailor, in the highest 
and fronf several of tlie most distinguished officers in the 
service. Early in his he suffered a 

mortifying iuturniptioii of vhieli had Tori^ 

pinco become esseutisl to Ids comfoff. '' Be oouiriv^l to 
get appointed on ImmuiI a fiMhi^'tlio (rlii"tly 

ujlh a wish to eulaigr his rxj^icaice by ibis variety of ii.ival 
warfare), at the' lime of Uio lost Copenhagen 'ex}ie<lition, ami 
be obtained bi^ wisli'i foi^ the Pronivtheus had a very 
ilisiiiiguifdied statsou assigned her on the .great night of 
bombardment ; and from her decks, 1 believe, was made 
almost the first 'effectual trial of the Congreve rockets. * Soon 
after the DatdiA, . capital bad fallen, and whilst the Pro* 
metheiis was st^l ‘criiismg in the Pink, in coiniuiny 

wirh the jmia^ ot his, ship, landed on the coast of Jutland, 
for ilie purpose, cf A mdfefiii^s sporting. It seems strange 
that this ehoulil have been allowed upon a hostile shore ; 
ami, perhaps, it vifas not allowed, but mi§dit have been a 
tlionghtless abuse of soma: other mission shorewardil So it 
wuH, unftirtunately ] .nud one at least of the two sailors had 
reason to ruq the S]sirting«of iliat day for" eighteen long 
uionths of captivity. They were perfectly unacquaiixted w-ith 
the localities, hut coneeived theinselves able at any time to 
nuke good their retreat to the boat^ by means of fleet heels, 
and arms sufficient to deal with any opposition of the sort 
tliey apprehended. Venturing, however, t<*o far into the 
country, they became suddenly aware of certain sentihel^, 
]>ostcd expressly for the benefit of chance EnglJ^lL visitors. 
I’hcKH men did not pursue, but they did wors4*, for they fiivd 
si.'iwd siiotb ; and, by the. time our two tlioughtkss Jackdar^ 
had reaehtid she shore, they saw a detachment of l^inish 
cavalry trotting their hoiBes pretty coolly down in a direction 
lor th(* boat. Feeling cunftdent th<u: power to k.^ ohje^l 
of the pursuit, the sailora aihU6<^ them^ves willi'tairioua 
Willies of nautical wit^ mid* Pink, ih'paitieular, woa ju^t 
tidling them to present his dutiful respects to the Crown 
J^rinoe, and assure him tliat^ but for this lubberly itnterraption, 
lie trusted to have iniproved his royal dinner by a brace of 
birds, w#en — oh, sight of blank confuKion ! — all at once they 
became aware that between themselves ami their boat lay a 
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jwrfcft iintwork of Btreams, dotjp watery liolos^ requiiiujj; 
both time aud knowledge to iiui:avel. 'Hie j[»urBer kit 
iipoii a I'liiu-hu w|fi41i.lenAWiLLLim to ri*gaiu tho boat ; but 1 
am nut <-ure, mi ciiplured. Poor Pink 

ipfii til all li^^i^gl^ventoun or eighteen mi>iitlis, 

. At ifao end ,af that time 
1 iii ixs >90 All eac^nAe of ptlBOntiis ; end he* ag^n serving 
tin board' varioiai, and lyleiuUd ftigatea. Wyboig in Jatlaud 
ihk, ' of LU I)a&»irc(y>i^vilyV ^nd sucli the 
iiiniablmsR dt (lie DfinMi cliaract<sr, Uiat, cxiwpt f<ir tin* lose 
ijf IziAttme to one ivlm M'ua.iisptri^ io distinction and pro- 
IbMDonal ibotum, iioTie of the -pEiaonm on ]>!ro]e 

cimld.lievu iuul much itdosou for eouiplflJ^W* ,^'hu sticet mob, 
uxc.mfliilr irrititcd with Plngland at thet^ilHie (h>r, uithuut 
ente^ji^. oh tho *<jiu*«ti(in of rights or. of «v;ii*'di-iii' , as 
regent .tliat tiar^ it is no(ori*iiu> that aijbh.strgnmciit- .h wo 
hod our niianm*nu(.cd h'l-tiliUes ccwld not In* iilcaded 
openly^by the Knglii^h Cabiuot;, ibr IV* iv <it omnprtiuti-nig our 
private; friend and juforiniiiil, the King of S\\oili;ii -*the 
iuob| Itmn Mir«* s'uuph iuHihi'r tmtmenl of lb* Ihiltsh 
t ai night, tluy uuiild yult tkd^i eitU ftoiici : aud 
liei^ahd Ihcir ^'lumlnua^t buighor, wliO xoight liiivo snifeied 
grievouaiy in property^ or, in. .tbe'perDcm id Ir.8 imarrst 
friciidSy luin ujioh the Daubh conuncrciiil 

8hipping^^qr,l>^.Jbe dreadful haVoo made in Zealand, would 
Bhow the .fiame bitter spirit. But the groat 

body of Jhe richer and. more educated inhabitants showed the 
most h^pltiible atlentiou. to all who juBtifie<l that sort of 
notice by their conduct. their rememhrance of these 

English friendships y^as ndt^^tiya^^^fur, through long years 
aftnr \uy brutheris d^h, 1 nim'% receive letlers,. writieu in 
lUi; IXiubb 'u huiguage whidi 1 hw&Jaiti^ in the course of 
iiiy-etudie^ aTifl.wkwli 1 liave eiisrie eodeavoutod to turn to 
aeaf||jAt‘ui a pnbUc jounuti fuC some useful purposes of 
young nicn jir well' os women in Jutland; 
.bti^fpwhed ia the lulisf frSsndFy terms, aud recall- 

and incideuts which 6ufii< 
citintV f^ateml affection upon whirli 

he hail hVsd amongst thui»o public enemies; and some 
of tlieiu I have pi-c^^'cved t-i thls day, as nicinf*ri.il8 
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that do honour, on different oousideratioaB, to both 

>JS 

^ For thirt littltt ]mrenrh«fi^ Wuofd dE^ftjttfgtiiKr'i jearljr Iiutory, 
the exact cbrouology ^ the eerai^il jsncaibly be 

now irrfico\er.ible ; but aujr His 

two jMslorttriau Journey* 1 

l^lievis in the samo year^vji^ ftjetMU/ captaiu, 

anti daiiiig the last visit o^.hl# <lifo' tb JBPglfawr The eaptoe of Pinlc 
by the pirates took {danejMQwiba ahl^attiOnif to the , 



. CHAPTER 3tXy 
pftBsiAxoEia'iBair^ooo^ 

My !«& two ^biipto^ vEry slenderly cosiitt^cM with Bir- 
min^hi^ are yet made to rM out of it'; Ithe one out of 
Birj^g^n'a own relation to the ’ ii{)pib^iiio!^ (viz., 
TraveWm{i\ and the other '(viz.| Ify jBrMtic) oat of ita rela- 
tion to idl posffilde times in my earlier and, therefore, 

why not to all pocmble placea . inlrodufcil, the 

chapter was partially out of its place ; ah Arell Iheu to intro- 
duce it in Bicmiirghain as elacwhere* i:;>S6mewhat arbitral y 
episodes^ therolbre, ace these two last chapters ; yet still en- 
durable as orcurring in a work oonfess^ly rambling and 
whose very duty lies iu^ the pleasant piths of vagrancy. 
Pretending only to umuae my reader, or 2 >retendLug chiefly 
to tfuU^ however much I may have sought, or i^ndl seek, to 
interest hitti occasionally through his profoimder affections, 1 
ei^oy a privilege of ne^ecting harsher Ipgic, and connecting 
the separate seclions of these ^tchc^ not by ropes and 
cables, but by threads of 'aeiiol gossamer. t 

This . preset chi^pier, it seem, promises suiuetliiug 
of the inma’^'^pis^ica^ parenStotic character. But in 
reality,.^ does nol' ' I 'hm- i^crir' retormng info the main 
eunenjl'^fff my narrative, aliU^i^ I may need to linger for 
a Dtoiiukkt upon a-j»ast anecdote* ^ it have mentioned already 
that, on ii)q|diiQg at the Birmingham Post-office for a letter 

^ T)o Qnin^ here levtrls to hUi eatobingrapliic paper in TaWt 
for Angiut lf*34 ; and tho present rIi»pt«T is a recast ot a 
IHvrtiou ol that pi^er, additions. — 



PRBMATUBB MANHOOD 




adflre^Bpd to itiyself', I fuuini one dm^ctiug mv lo ji/in my 
hiat-er Miry at Laxton, a seat of Lord Carbery's in Nutlli- 
uinptunbhii'c, and giving uie tp undept8^» that, during my 
residciico at tins place, some i^ed MSolntiODL would be taken 
and Auiioiinced to me in repeal w.;:^ jRoiuxe disposal of 
my lime, during flie two bi tbrcn yaani before 1 should be 
old enough: on the EnglUi syftnzi for niatricniatipg at 
(JAturd or C!!ambridge^ In the ]Kiur eoiiTiirirs tif fhu'ope, 
whore they oaunot aflbid double ki'Pc of soliolanic e^tablish- 
inruls, — ^having, therefore, no s|ileiidid ychuoJ", such as an*, 
in faet, poculiar to Snglwd,^ttey ate compelied to tlirqw 
the duties of sucli sohoolj^ upon tbeir uulveisities ; and con- 
sequently you see. boys of thirteen and fourteen, or even 
younger, crowding suck institutions, which, in fact, thf*y 
ruin for all Jiigher funGtiO(n& But. England, whose r<‘gal 
CHtabliAhnients td both classes emancipalo hex from this 
do]H‘ndcucy, sends her young men to college not until 
they have ceased to be"* boys -—not earlier, therefore, tlmu 
eighteen. 

llut^when, by what test, by what indication, does man- 
hood comntence.? ^liywcaDy by one criterion, legally by 
another, morally by a third, Intellectually by a fourth — and 
all iudeAnitc. Equator, alisolute equator, there is none. 
Iletw^ecn tlie iw'o spheres of youth and age, perfect and 
imperfect iiianhi>od, oh in all analogous cases, there is no 
strict line of bisection. The change is a laige pro.ce8R, ue- 
cnnqilishcd within a large and coiicsjioiidiug space ; liaving, 
poriiiips, Boni'i central or equatorial line, but lying, like thut 
of our earth, iHitweeu ceriaiu trcqiics, or limits widely 
Fcijarated, This inMropieal region may, and generally 
does, cover .a nuinhor of years } and, tliercfore, it is hard tiO 
say, even* for on assigned cw, by any tolerable approxima- 
tion, at what precise era it 'would be xeaeonaHe to ^describe 
the individual as having ceased to’tehb^i and .as having 
attained his inauguration as a inan4i .Ph}>icany, wa kimw 
thut there is a very lai^e latitmle of diBteiences, in the pei ioil - 
of hiuuan maturity, not merely between individual and 
individual, but also between nation and nation ; difforenevH 
BO gloat, that, in some southern regions of Asiii, we hear of 
* See antCf p. 26S. — M. 
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niatrt)iis .it llif* l^velvi*. And tluni^L, a«t Mr. iSadlrr 

n;;litly in-iifls, h romance of exajjsieration li.iR bion Imilt 
\ipon the facts, enough TcnirinR behind a real marvel to 
i.ntiit*- tlio’curiiwiiy of the jfcjriilolagJ«st, aa to its etiideTit, 
iiinl, ]ii;ilinps, of a» to ks final cause. 

1.e^'.il]r imd ft'^nTentiunally, the dlfferenLeH 

are greater ou a con^tison of imuonit luid eras. Tu 
Kij.i'laiid m Men nenatui^ of mark and anllmTily, naj^ 

I \vn a |tn«n« PtiniAter, the liauglifieiit,^ the in<iht desiHjlic, 
Mid the i|utPt'1rivs]ion->ihh* of hui'tiukee, at an «"i* which, in 
inaiir 'tflutcs hntii anoient and iAoderu) wi«n1d luvo operuted 
ji« a i^linil of alwolnto challc'Pge ^ tho ^did.Llc for oflices 
the ihehntnt. Tiilclleeitaafly i^is, a very liuge 

])ropOTtian 'Of nu‘u neter atUiln uiaturitj^. v, fiunage is their 
titiid dentiny ; and ananhcKxl, in this posj^ael^ i» for ilioni a 
imreUea, Kinolly, as repaid** the nuuifll d^velopnnnt —by 
which ! meau the whole sy.(>tem and'ccoDOifiy'oJf their )«)\o 
and their admirations htid; eo^^pts, the Lofal 

orgttuiisuien of their pleasitu*^ and their'|^»ts— haidly any 
of our «pt»cies ever attain maiiliond. • It/woidd K* ijn])lnl(>- 
Rophlo to say that intellects of the order ucre, or 

could be, developed fiiUy, without a oomspoudjin; dt vel(i|>> 
mentof the whole nature. Jiut of vueli Jntelh'* is there do 
not appear above tvf'o or Ihrec in a iliMiwiinl yeara. It is a 
fnct> forcctl upera* one h^ ihi- wImIo ■xi'fiimce of life, that 
id most all tuep ara children, mure ur lets, in their tantes and 
ii«bn?rationa ‘ Were it not for man's latent lexidencjrs — were 
It not for th^t imper^balde grandeur M'hich exists by way 
of germ and nUimatcjiossihiHty in his mitniv, hnlden tliungh 
it is, and often all but.cibeed-^how. unlimited would be the 
contempt amongst al][ 'the' wfpe., for his species ; and luisan- 
lliropy w<tuM, Imi for tlie anodic ntol buried anil'inihriited 
in nvin*a sordid imw, heromo, amnn^ the uuldtf, lixed, abso- 
lute, lutd doli^ratsly ehcriphed. 

^ is very ilfnihlfnl. finch 

c» tlie jKijiMhCt bnpirvjnii. If at people nhe kwiv Mr. 

IMt. inSopObry hftra jAuays os<'ri1*cd to lihii n nature tJie inoht 
aoiislds:' wi ijociat axj uafortuiuit** reserve of inauuor ; ivliiKt, 
on tlie eoqCTHy, Mr. ^ox, ultFS-deaionatic in Ins iirinciples aud frank 
ill hii sddias% wu Kpiii^itely an^tlK ratio in his temx^r and 
syinpstblas. . {*.• , 
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Bui, 1o n^-sUJno lav ijuo'-liou, how, uiuk*]' ^*0 v.iruiMo a 
staiidfird,* both natural and convojitiuxnti, of ^vorytliLD^i 
almost tliat ciih i^e received fox a tost or a j^rebuiiip tinu uf 
manhood, shall we seUe any feature, 

bufli< jwitly uiiiwiixil to ^ervti uji«v as a vrili non 

of the truii4it]ui fi^in the ohiiAuVioinjito the (lula- 

tive di{Tniiy, at of ■ that snind whidi htiltoiiss to con- 

pcioufl jDAliiriM 7 t)no a^uch mleriun, ond'oine only, aa J 
believe, iheif ii - nil ellierrt luv roriablo an<l unecxlaiTJ, It 
lies in tin- r-\ kTi^ntinl, feeling, ^jmetinio^ emhhmlx deve- 
loped, toni'isis ii^oinan, and tlie hlen of wotuaii. J^roln Umt 
moment w In-ii women eca«i- to ivg.iis]ed wifli tMTsIe^niesa, 
and when the ideal of wornatiho.«i], in its Liitai pomp of 
loveliness iiiul jairity, dawn.> liki! •^nne va**! aitrora upon 
the mind, liothood liaa cudinl ; cliildish lhou;jliU and 
iiiolinaii m>« Imvc pas^d awas for evir; aiul the lOntity 
i»f manhifid, «ltlitlie eelf-iV'-j-'vtiiiv; su*ws of inoiihood, have 
commenced, * „ . , 

“* ' ''^^Menteniqiie 

KsindiWatqne homfaeni toto sibj codero 

'rhese feelings, no depend for their di*ro1opineiit in 
jiart upon x>hyrtica1 oaudes ; but tliey are also 4oteriaine<l hy 
the many relartling or accelpi^tiug forces Enveloped in 
circuin<«taTicP8 of jiositioii, ami etimc^imea' in pure ociddent. 
For myself, I reiuemU-r most distinctly the veiy d«'>y — the 
sfeiio, and its acMudentN — when that ni^^'sterioufi awe fell 
up(»n me wlin'h belongs to woma^jih^ her ideal portinit : and 
rri>iii that hour a profoutider gmvity coloured all. my 
Ihmghtn, and a ‘Musauty still more '^t^uteous^' wap lit up 
icr mo in thi^ agitating world. ^L^rd^Westjiort and )ii,>pe]f 
liad been*un a vi^it to a noUe family about fifty ndlea from 
Dublin ; and we were returning {h>i4 TalhUijj>te^)^' A public 
passage-boat on the splendid canal which ' ebnnccte fh.it 
])lacc with the inetiopolH. To avoid attracting au'uiipktLsmt 
ntlentiou to onzfielves in }»ulilic situAlians, T observefl a rule 
of never addressing jLorI Westport .hjhfe tide: but it po 
happened that the canal carrlod'us along iho-nuvfgin of an 
estate lielonging to the. Earl (now Afarquis) of Wesfiu*»atli *, 
and on turning an angle we came suddenly in view uf tliis 
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iioblomaii lulviug hirf uioruiDg lounge in tlio hun. 
wliiil loftily lie reconnoitred tlie imscellaueous party of clfuu 
and unclean beasts crowded on tbc deck of our ark, oursehes 
auiojigbt the number^ whozzt he clialleiiged gaily as young 
i from my friend he saluted more* 

1 .tzi iu.ia: a 6 fxiTd/'* accident mode known to the 
assembled mob of otJir fellow-traToHers Lord Westport’s rank, 
and led, to a scene nather loo broadly exposing the spirit of 
this worl^ Heided together pn the deck (or roof of that 
den denominated, the “ skl/^cahia*^)^ fitood a party of young 
ladii^h^^ by.thm govexiaesB, Jn the cabin below was 
mammV'iraq put yet had not condcsii^iid^ to illuininatc our 
uircljci,^^ she tme' an awful personaga<^' wiii a bluestocking 
(I cairbei; by the .name then coxj^BtX imd a leader of fo/t 
m Dublin' ‘ohd Belfast The &cty hoiweiv&r, that a young 
lord, and one pf great 'expectations, was On board brought 
her up. cross - examixiation of Lord Westporl’s 

b'reneh' valet confirmed tho ^report, and at the 

some tame (t suppose) put her in posMdpi^'Gl my defect in all 
those advantages of title, fortitne, • .^expectation which 
so brilliantly distinguished my friend.,^ Her admiratioTi of 
him, and her contempt for myself, weip .equally undiRgnised. 
And in tlie ring which she anon ‘ clehred out f(;r public ex 
hihiiion, she made us both fully 8on<>ih1i' of the very equitable 
stalions uhich she assigned to us in her regard. She was 
ijcltlier veiy brQUant nor altogether a pn'tcuder, but might 
Xhi described as a showy woman, of slight but pojmlar accom- 
plishments. Any woma% howcvir, has tho advantage of 
possessing tlie ear of ally Company : and a woman of foity, 
with Aur h tact and expeiieuoe as she will naturally have 
gathered in a talking pTfAstiGS of such duration, can find 
little fliOlculty in mortifying A -lioy, or sometimes, perhap, 
in icmptiog biui t«i unfortunate saUies of irritation. Me, it 
was clear, that' she' vwwed ipL the lighl* of a humble friend, 
or what is known lu 'bfiibionablo life by the hiimihaliiig 
nomo cf a '^Lord Westport, full of generosity 

in what ne^gEPlod Ilia own pretensions, and who never had 
\ loluted'Mie i(ici'fect equality which reigned in our deport- 
i'e>nt to each other, coloured with as much confusion as 
inysidf at' her coarse insinuations. And, in reality, our 
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ages scarcely allowed of that relation which she supposed to 
exist hcLWceii us. Fosaibly, she did not suppose it : but it is 
essential to the and the display of some people tliat it 
should have a foundation in n^lice. and a socritice 

are indispensable oonditiond edijilntion. In such a 

case, my natural sense of justlte would. gSenemlly have armed 
j^ie a hundredfold foif zetaL'ation; bat at present — chiefly, 
perhaps, because I had no effectu^ ally, could count 
upon no sympathy in'iny apdience — 1 was mmrtifled beyond 
the power of lotovtj and became a passive butt to the lady’s 
stinging contumely, ahd the orifowy sIe)Bt of her gay rhetoric. 
The naiTow bounds pf onr deck made it not easy to get 
beyond tcdkin^xsui^ ; and thus it happened that for two 
houis I stood &e,wo^ of tills bright lady’s feud. At length 
the tables torntedl* ~^o ladies appeared slowly ascending 
Irrun the cahiu, boih in deepest mouming, bnt else as dif- 
lerciLi in aspeoF summer and winter. The elder was the 
( loLintess then mourning an afliiction which had 

lai?r"h«^if 0 cGw^ and admitted of no human consola- 
tion. ^feavier grief— grief more self-occupied and deaf to 
all voice of sympathy — I have nut hax>pbned to wimesa 
She siicmed scarcely Swore of uuv presence, except it werii 
by x^lacing lierself as &r as was possible from the anuu^unce 
of our odious conversation. The circiuustancos of her loss 
are now forgotten ; at that timo they were known to a largo 
L'lnde ill Bath and London, and I violate no confldeuco in 
reviewing them. Loy l K n j^ had lieen privately intrusted 
by Mr. Pitt with a:i*T!ffWHPrr.-t — \ ■/ tlie outline and pnu- 
ci[»al details of a foreign expedition ; in which, according to 
Mr. Pitt’s original purpose, his lordship was to have held a 
high couvU'Uid. In a moment of intoxication, the carl con- 
fided this secret to some false friend, who, published the 
communication and its author. Upon 13 ub, tha unhappy 
nobleman, under too keen a sense of wound^ hjOaUmr, and 
perhaps with an exaggerated notion of tbs evils attadied to 
his indiscretion, destroyed himsoU Mon^s had passed since 
that calamity, when we met his widow i but tiitie appeared 
to'have done nothing in mitigating her sorrow, ' The younger 
lady, on the other hwd, who was Lady Errol’s sister ^ 

^ George Hay, 14th Bari of Errol, had nuuried, in 1796, Eliaibeth- 
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Heavens ! what a spirit of joy oml festal pleasure radiated 
from her eyes, lier step, her voice, her iiianuer ! Mhe was 
Iriali, and the very impersondtiou of innocent gaiety, such 
as we find oftenct, perhaps^ amongst Irish women tlnm 
those of any other country. Mourning, I have said, she 
wu^ ; from sisterly consideration, the deepest mourning . 
that sole expression there was ahotit her of gloom or 
solemn feeding — 

** Btxt all things ahoat hsr^iawn 
From May*tes and the cheexful duwn.” 

Odious bly sto ddag^ of Bel&st and Dublin 1 as some would 

Jemima, daughter of Joseph Blake^ Esq.* of Axdfry, Co. Galway, 
and died in June 17dS, the title then going to his brother William. 
It was the young widow of the deceased BSarl, and hSr sister, ttiss 
Blake, that 3>e Quinoey encountered on the canal-boat between Tull i- 
iWrp and Buhlhk — M. ~ 

f liTiVVjometimos had occasion to remark, as anoticeahlu pheno- 
menon of our present times, that the order of ladies called JDlue- 
i,tocking»t by way of leproacb, has become totally extinct amongst us, 
except only here and there, with superannuated clingors to pl^soh^te 
remembrances. The reason of this change is interestiug ; aud T <li> 
not scruple to rail it honourable to our SnteUedtual progres^. In the 
last (but still more in the penultimate) gensration, any tincture of 
literature, of liberal curiosity about science, or of enivibling interest 
in books, earned with it an air ot something uiisexual, niaiinuih, and 
(as it was treated by the sycophautish satirists that lor ever hinuunr 
the prevailing folly) of something ludicrous. This mode of treatmeut 
was possible so long as the literary class of ladies formed a feelile 
minority. But now, when two vast peo^des, English aud American, 
counting between them forty-nine milhous, when the leailers of tian- 
sceiident civilisation (to say nothing of Germany and Frauce), behold 
their entire educated class, ridlo and female alike, calling out, not for 
Pttnen et OirreTtses (Give us this day our daily biead and our games 
of ihe circus), but for Panm ei Ziknu (Give us this day our daily 
bread and literature), the universality the call has swe^d away tlic 
\cry name of JBiursioMnff; the very possibility of the ndionk has 
been undermined by stem i^ities ; and the verbal expiesslon of the 
reproach is fM becoming not simply obsolete, but oveu muntelligiblo 
to our juniors. By the way, the ori^ of this term BlutsfacMny has 
never bsen satisfactorily accounted for; unless the leader should 
incb'ne to think my aocount satisfactory. I incline to that opinion 
luy^olf. Bfr. Biaset (in his Bffe of Burke) traces it idly to a sdbriiiuet 
imposed by Mrs. Montagu, and the literary ladies of her circle, upon 
a certain Obscure Dr. StUiugileet, who was the sole masculine asbistant 
at their literary sittii^ in Poitmau Square, and chose, u^iou some 
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call you^ how I liated you up to that moment ! half-au-houi 
after^ how grateful I felt for the hostility which had procured 
me such an aliiancc.. One minute sufficed to put the quick- 
witted young Irishwoman in possession of our little drama, 

inexplicable cnuse, to wear blue stoektngB. The translation, however, 
of this name from, the dOStor'a legs to the ladles' legs is still unsolved 
That great hvUu» needs filling up. 1, tlierefore, whether erroucously 
•)r not, in xeviewuig a Qermati histoiici^l work of some preteusioiis, 
where this problem emerges, rejected the Poitman Square doctor 
altogether, aud traced the term to au old Oxford statute — one of the 
many which meddle with dress, and* which charges it as a pumt 
cunscieiice upon loyal jsoholastic students that they shall wear ceruJeau 
socks. Such socks, therefore, indicated scholasticism: worn by 
females, they would indicate a self-dedication to what for them would 
be regarded as pedantio studies. But, says an objector, no rstiouid 
female woM wear cernlean socks. Peihaps not, female taste beiu^ 
too good. But; as such socke would symbolise such a icofessiou of 
)>edautry, so, inversely, any profession of pedantry, by whateror slgnsi 
expressed, would be symbolised reproachfully by the imputatiuu of 
weaniig cerulean socks. It classed a woman in effect as a scholastic 
pedant. Now, however, when the vast diffosion of literature as a 
sort of daily bread baa made all ridicule of female literary cultiure 
not less^xidiqaloiu than would be the attempt to ridicule that same 
daily bread, the wholf; phenomenon, thing and wdnl, substance and 
shadow, is melting away from amongst us. Something of the some 
kind has happened in the liistcny of ajlY er fork s. Forlm of uuy kind, 
08 la well known, were first introduceSTinlo Italy; thence by a 
fantastic (but iu this iiistauco judicious) English traveller immedwMy 
(and not niediaUly through France^ wore introduced into Kuglaud. 
This elegant revolution occurred abouTHHO^yeanT oj^ ; and nevt«r 
since that day have tliore lieen wonting English protesters agaiust the 
infamy of eatmg without forks ; and lor tlie last 160 years, at least, 
agojiibt the paganiani of using akd forks, or, 2d]y, two-pnmged forks, 
or 8dly, of putting tlie knife into the mouth. At least 120 years ago, 
the Duchew of Qi^ yansberry (Gay's Duchess), that leonine womau, 
used to'siiTiek out, onniSeing a hyperborean squire couveyuig peas to 
Ins abomiiAble mouth on &e point of a knife, ‘"Ob, stop him, stop 
him ! — that man’s going to commit euicixle.” This anecdote argues 
silver forks as existing much more than a century back, else the 
sfiuire had a good defence. Since then, in finit, about the time of tbo 
Ficuch Bevolution, silver forks have recognised ah not less in- 
ilihpensable appendages to any elegant dinner-table than silver spoons . 
and, along with silver forks, came in the explosion of that aoti- 
Queensbo^ brutalism which forks first 8Upersed6d-*-vi&, the fiendish 
practice of introducing the knife within the lips. But, in defiance of 
all these facts, certain select hacks oi the daily press, who never hod 
au opportunity of seeing a civilised dinner, aud fancying that their 
own oltacene inodes of feeding prevailed everywhere, got up the name 
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aiid tho Rcveral parts we were jilayiDg. To liiok was to 
understand, to wish was to execute, witii this ardent child uf 
natuie. Like Spenser’s Brajdarngn^ maroai scofu she 
couched her knee on thiTsSSoT^ uufferizig wrong. 
Her rank, as abter-in*&w U ^ of Scotland, ‘ 
gav'e her some advant^ for audience ; 

' and, throwing her over me, she e3mci3ed that benefit to 
myself. R0(i4 was novt made perforoa for me also ; my 
replies were no longer etifled in noiijo and lahghter, P§m»n- 

g^Ltaam vdy ^scussed . 
and to aiigumeut, 

olhTs ihe widest tu,«d^ue]!it display* >1 Unji^hmense ruid- 
ing ; vast command of'words, wlucb sOEtnBishat fUminlshed us 
ideas and! doubts multiplied ; and, speiiking no longer to a 
tleaf ttiLdiaoee, but to a gesoerous and iiidt)]j(^b,prDtectresd, 1 
threw out^ as fooxn a cornucopia, my illustiwtS'ye details luid 
tecoUections * tdidal enough, perhaps, as 1 might nuw think, 
but the more intelligible to my present eii^. It niiglit 
sbem too much the case of a storm in a do^j ys iD. if I were 
/to spend any words upon the mvo&dm^wWsh biiHued. 
Suffice it that 1 remained the lioa'diLtii^ opmpuny which 
hod previously been most insultingly iwVous'^at my expemc ; 
and the foiellectual lady finally declared the air of tlie deck 
unpleasant, 

Never, until this hour, had 1 thought of women as o}>ject8 
of a xMissible interest, or of a reverential love. I lioii known 
them either* in their infirmities and their unamiable aspects, 
or else in those stdrner relations which mode them objt^cls ot 
nngeuial and uncompanionable feelings. Now first it struck 

of the fl ehodl (which have indicated tlie school of 

dcceno) ) as rej^eSSfillng some ideal acheol:pf ihaUstic or dltm refine- 
ment. At liowewT, mhen chesjpr Smmterfnts of silver have 

made theMsmt ‘fbuz^prooitad fork diw|Mr tluin "the t»o-proiiged eteel 
barhsrtsia, what hus (tiHowcd? Why, this— that the univei^ity of 
the dlftaM aw mtdS it lopelea any hmger to banter it There is, 
thessMlf- tltiS jrtHct anidogy betwesu ’*the.ailver-fuik” reproach and 
‘‘tfaa,]bfoimo]cuig'' xoproaeb'^that in both.cwes alike a recognition, 
fnr&dwdV, univtnal, of the thii^i]toelf w a social necessity, 

hah paV^W ever all attempts to tkeow ridicule upon it— npuu 
liUTutmeb im the one cose, w a most approptlaie female ornament ; 
and npon sll^ forks, oa 1^ other, as an dement of aocid decornm. 

^ The heraditdry office the Baris of Bnoi,^M. 
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mi* tha^ life migLt owe half its attractions aiul all its 
to fcinfjo conipanionahip. Gazing, i>PTliaps, ^ith too earuebt 
an aAlmiratioiL at this generous and spirited young daughter 
of Ireland, and '"in that wiqr making her those acknowledg- 
ments for her goodp-ess whieh-1 oould not properly clothe in 
words, I wy s^sp of my. iir^orum by seeing 

4ier pnd(lon)y bdioYO Sat ^ inlerjueted 

iny adinii'itinn ri^fly; for she 'vsas not offended; but, on 
the contrary, for the^n^ of the day, when not attending io 
her sistei*, convexBed altnoet exclusively, and in a ooniidenfial 
way, with and, myself wWe, in fact, 

of this convexsatiw'xnu^ have convinced her that I, mere 
boy as 1 wa9 (via., about fifteen)^ could^ not have presnmrii 
to direct my,' admiration to a fine young woman of 
twenty, in. any otbex character San that of a generous 
champion, and a very adroit mistTess in the dazzling fence of 
rulloquial dcimdsh. My admiration liad, in reality, lt»*en 
addressed to hof moral qualities, her enthusiasm, her spirit, 
and her genefositv. evanearent as it wais— 

the inero-possibiUty wsA 1, so varf* ^ ch^ild, should have 
called up the moit transitory sense of bnslifnlncBS or confusion 
upon any female. cheek, lli:st — and suddenly lis with a Hash 
of lightning penetrating some utter dork^ss-^illuminuUMl 
to my own startled coxuiciousncsB, never again to be, obscured, 
IliG pure and powerful ideal of womanhood and womanly 
excellence. Thin was, in a proper sense, a rmlatwn; it 
fixed a great era of change in my life; and, this new*bom 
idea being agieeable to the uniTorm tendencies of my own 
iMture — that is, lofty and aspiring — ^it .governed my life with 
great power, and with most salutary . effects., £ver after, 
throughout the period of youth, I was jealptm of my own 
demeanour, reserm's^ awest^ ill the pxesqim of women ; 
reverencing, often} sfld 'eo much M«in, aa my onpuidcal ni 
woman latent /Foy I carried abo&t-wilh me the 
ide^ to which ciW l's^ed b ^an approximation, of 

A peHtet wQnum, nobly pkum’d. 

To, warn, to Qouitbrt^'m oonunvod.**, 

And from this day I was an 'altered creature,' 'never again 
relapsing into the careless, iireflective mind of childhood. 
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At Ihc! saino lime I do nut in paying luy hqmage to 
the othor ami in glorifying its possible power over onra, 
to be confoumled with those thonghtleBS and trivial rheto- 
ricians who flatter woman with a fi^se li]^-worship, and, 
like Lord Byron’s buccaneerS} hold out 'to them a pictnn* 
of ;heir own empire built only upon sensual or upon slmdowy 
excellences. We And continually a faliie enthusiasm, a merf^ 
bai'chonaliau inehriation, lon behalf of woman, put forth by 
irodcm verse-wnters, expressly at the expense of the other 
sex, as though women could be of pozedain, whilst man was 
of common earthenware. Even the testimonies of Lodyard 
and Park are partl^alse (thou^ amiaUe) tributes to female 
excellence j nl leastlhey ate merely onensided tniths—^aspects 
of one phasiB, and under a peculiw ang^. For, though the 
sexes diSsr characteristically, yet they never &il to reflect 
each other ; nor can they differ as to the general amount of 
development ; never yet was woman in one stage of elevation 
and man (of the same community) in another. Thou, there- 
fore, daughter of God and man, all-potent woman ! reverence 
thy own ideal ; and, in the wildest of the homage wliich is 
paid to thee, as ali^ in the most real ftpccts of thy wide 
dominion, read no trophy of idle vanityi but a silent indication 
of the possible grandeur enshrined in thy nature; wkicli 
realise to the extent of thy power, 

** And show us how divino a thing 
A woman may become." 

For what purpose have 1 repeated this story? The 
reader may, perhaps, suppose it introductory to some talc of 
boyish romantic passion for some female idol dothed with 
imaginary perfections. But in that case be will be mistaken. 
Kuthing of the kind was possible to me. I was pre-occupied 
by other praions. tinder the ^Useage — ^for disease it was — 
whjch at that time mastered xn^y.oiiB solitary desire, one 
freney,*on^ demoniac faseinatktn atroimer than the fascinations 
of brooded over me as the moDn over the tides — 

foron^ day and night into speculations upon great intel- 
lectual proUema, many tiines b^ond my strength, as indeed 
often beyond all liumau strength, but not the less provoking 
me to pursue them* As a prophet in days of old had no 
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power ya resfet tbc voice which, from hhhh^n worhls, (’allt-il 
him to a inlBBion, sumetlmois, pcrliap:^ Ttivolting to hin human 
BeubibilitieB, — as he must deliver, was under a coercion to 
deliver, the bnming word that spoke within his heart ; or as 
a ship on the Indian Oex^an cannot seek test by anchoring, 
but must ran liefore the wrath of the monsoon ; such in its 
'fur}', such in its udrelentingness, was the persecution tliat 
overmastered me. S clm ol toghSL gn.^r Jbese circumstances, 
it may well be sapgos^Si^ become a torment to me.' For 
a long time fhey lost everuthat' slight power of stimnla 
tion wiiieh belongs to the irritation of difficulty. Easy and 
simple they had now become as the ^ement^ lessons of 
childhood Not that it is possible for Greek studies, it' 
pursued with^^unflinehing sincerity, ever to fall so far into 
the rear as a pohsstm for ezm^ising both strength and skill ; 
hut, in a Bchool'where the exercises ore pursued in common 
by large classes, the burden must he adai^ted to the poiK ers 
of the weakest) and not of the strongest. And, apart from 
tliat ^objection, at this period, the hasty unfolding of f.ir 
ditft'rsnt intellectual interests than such tufi belong to more 
literature had, foif a time, dimmed in niy eyes the lustre ol 
classical studies) pursued at whatsoever depths and on what- 
soever scale. For more than a year, everything connected 
with Hchoola and the business of schools had been growing 
more and more hateful to me. At hrst, however, my dif^gnst 
had bo('ii merely the dhtgust of weariness and pride. But 
itdw, at this crisis (for crisis it was virtually to me), when a 
pii iuature development of my whole mind was rushing in 
like a cataract, forcing channels for itself and for the new 
tastes which it introduced, my d^gust was no longer simply 
intellcAual, but had deepened into a moral sense as of some 
inner dignity continually violated. Once the petty round of 
school tasks had been felt as a molestation ^ nowj at hst, 
as a degrad ^tiqn . Constant conversation with'j^wn-up men 
for the last half-year, and upcm topics oftentimes of tbc 
gravest or(ler~t}m responsibility that had always in some 
slight degree settled upon inysdf since I had become tlie 
eldest surviving son of my fiimily, but of late much more so 
when circumstances had thrown me as an English stranger 
upon the society of distinguished Irishmen — Jiiore, however, 
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than all 1>eRi(le, tlie incvituMe rebound and coniitei; 7 ^wt}i 
of internal di^^ity from the everlafiting cfjminerce with lofty 
speculations : these agencies m oonstent operation had em- 
bittered my school disEgusti until. 'it wa8 tmTdUng fast into a 
mania, l^cisely at this culminatitig' point ^ xny self- 
c'ordict did that scene occur '.whleh f have Awribed with 

Miss B1 . In that hour another dement, which assuredly 

was not wanted, fell into^ihe seething c&ldroh of new-born 
impulses that^ like the magic caldron of Medea , was now 
traiisfoming me into a' nW' lyrea^^ first and 

suddenly,! brought* jmwerftilly befbre myadf the change 
\\hioh was .worked in tlie aspects of society by the presence 
of woman-r^woniftn put^ thoughtfol, libb^ coming before 
me as a j KhAp rft crowned with per&etnW;- Bi^t over 
against this ennobling spectacle, with' equd suddenness, I 
placed tbe odious spectacle of sc^oulbdy sooiety-^no matter 
ill what r^^gion of Ibe earth ; schoolboy society, so frivolous 
in the matter of its disputes, often so bnital in the manner ; 
BO childish, and yet so remote from simdictty ; so foolishly 
careless, and yet so revoltingly selfish ; oedicaied ^stehslbly 
to learning, and yet beyond any section of human beings so 
conspicuously ignorant. Was it indeed ^‘heavenly, which 
T was soon to exchange for tkii earthly ? It seemed to me, 
when contemplating the possibility that I could yet Lave 
nearly three years to pass in such societ;^ as this, that I heard 
some irresistible voice saying : — ^Lay aside thy fleshly robes 
of humanity, and enter for a season into some bnital incar- 
nation. 

But what cohnection had thil^ painful prospect with 
Laxton t Why 'iihould it press upon my anxieties in ap- 
proaching that iDoansion, more than it Apue at Westport 1 
Naturally enough, in pM^ beeax^ brought me 

nearer to tUp horror ^m'wbioh 1 ri^loiled; my return to 
England would recall 9k of ^xfiy gplmBans to the 

question, which as yet had slionberod";' and the kuowle<1ge 
that I hod readied Nortluunptonshire iiwld pxecipifai«’ their 
decisioit'^^J^carely, besiA^ throngb a hint which had 
rcaefaed^niC gues^ what this decision was likely to be, 
and it took die very worst shape it could have taken. All 
this increased my agitation from hour to hour. But all this 
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was «)uiokeiiCHl aTid barbed by the certainty of so iDiiueclmtely 
meeting T^ady Oarbery. To her it was, and to her only, that 
1 could look for useftil advice, or any eifectual aid. She 
over my mother, at in tnm my mother over Asr, exercised 
considerable influence;' whilst my mother’s power was very 
sehhiiu disturbed by &e other guardinne. The mistress of 
Laxtun it was, therefore, whose opinion upon the ease would 
virtually be decisive; since, if saw no reascmable en- 
enuragoment to any contest with my guardians, I felt too 
surely that my own uncountenanced and unaided energies 
drooped oo milch, for such an eiTort. Who 
AAOR, I will explain in my next chapter, entitlea 
^loautlme, to nto individually, she was the one kie inend , 
that ever I could regard as entirely fulfilling tlie offices of an > 
honourable friendship. She had known me from infancy : 
uhen I was in my first year of life, she — an uiphan and a 
great heiress*— was in her tenth or eleventh ; and, on Ivor 
I'ccasioiiai visits to '^the Farm" (a rustic old house, then 
occupied by my father), I, a household pet, suffering under 
an ogife, which lasted from my first year to my thini, 
ii.ituraUy fell into her hands as a sort of pujierior tov, a t<»y 
that could breathe and talk. Eveiy year our intimacy liad 
been renewed, until her marriage interrupted it. But, after 
no very long interval, when my mother had transferred Iut 
licmselinlJ to Bath, ju that city we frequently met again; 
lionl Oarbery liking Bath for itself, as well as for its easy 
connection with London, whilst Lady Oarbery's liealth was 
supposed to benefit by the waters. Her understanding was 
justly reputed a fine one ; but, in general, it was calciilat*»d 
Ui w'in respect rather than love, for it was masculine and 
austere, wi^ very little toleration for sentiment or romance. 
But to myself she h«d idways been indulgently kind ; 1 was 
protected in her reffard,' beyond anybody’s power to dislodge 
mo, by her chOdish remehibrances ; andl of lat^ yean she hod 

^ It may bo to ozpla^ even at ibis point that 

Genige Kvans, 4tb XHlifttir «C .Oatbery, '0o* Cork, born In 1760, kad 
innmoil in 1792 Sos^,*oiily daughter of Colonel Henry Watson, and 
that this lady was the La^ Gsrhary of whom Be Qulnoey speaks. 
Though the peerage was Irish, Lord and Lady Oarbery lived chlefiy in 
England. — M« 



330 


AUTOniOGRAPHY 


liegun to fiitortam tlie opinion of iny ii^ellectiuil 

proniJSL'8. Whatever cuuld ^ done to Assist my views, 1 most 
certainly mi^lit count upon her doing ; that is to say, within 
the limits of her conscifintious judgment upon the propriety 
of my own plans. Having, besides, «o much more knowledge 
ui the world than mysdf, die might see cause to dissent 
widely from my own view of what wtfs expedient as well a« 
w'hat was right ; in which case I was well assured tliat, in 
the midst of kindness and uxiaffe^^d sympathy, she w'oukl 
finaly a dhere to the views of i^y guardu^na In any circum- 
stances slie would* hafe done bii. Bui at present a new 
element h%d begun to mix with the ordinary influences which 
governed her estimates of things : she had, as I knew from 
my^sistei^s report, become religious ; opinions 

were of ^a gloomy cast — Calvinis tic, in &bt, and tending to 
wliat is now technically known uilSngland as ** Low Church,” 
or “ Evangcilical Ch ristianity.” These vlewff, being adopted 
ill a greH mcasure‘Tioin ihy mother, were naturally the same 
.OS my mother's ; so that 1 could form some guess as to the 
general spirit, if not the exact direction, in which her counsels 
would flow. It is singular that, until t!ds time, 1 had never 
regarded Lady Corbery under any relation whatever to female 
intellectual society. My early childish knowledge of her had 
shut out that mode of viewing her. But now, suddenly, 
under the new-born sympishies, awakened by*1he scene with 

JMiwj Bl , I became aware of the dif-tiiiguished place she 

WAS qualified to fill in such society, in that Eden — ^for such 
it had now consciously become to me~I had no necessity to 
cultivate an interest or solicit an admission ; already, through 
J4nd;i gCarbey^B too fia^rinye eerfi mate of my own pretensions, 
auTfuiTOU^^ md 'cKflaisli mraon Tield the •most dis- 
tinguished {dace. This Sdeii shjei.it was that lighted up 
suddenly to my new-born powers* of ^^ciation, in all its 
dreadful points of contrast with fh,e lijdliug society of school- 
boys.' She it was, fitted thp] <^ch an Eden, 

who probably would assist in banishing me for the present to 
the optside. My distress m ixund was inexpress- 

ibW ^ jta'dj in the midst of glittering saloons, at times also 
in the' midst of soriety the most fascinating, I — contemplating 
the idea of that gloomy academic dungeon lo which for three 
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ion^yenvT aitticipated too certainly a aenlence of exile — filt 
very much an in the middle ages must have tclt some victim 
of evil destiny, inheritor of a fabe fleeting prosperity, that 
suddenly in a moment of time, by agns blazing out past all 
concealment on his forehead, urea detected as a leper, and 
iu that character, as a public nuisance and universal horror, 
Wan summoned instanlly to withdraw from society, ~priiice 
or peasant, was indulged with no ttime for preparation or 
evasion, — and, from the midst* of any society, the sweetest 
or the mo^it dazzling, was driven violently to take up his 
abode amidst the mry)>w of. % 
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. SnmoK I.-<:>€no]r 

Mt route, after parting from Lord Weelqpistttt Bimingham, 
lay (aa pail)ap8< I mentioned before) too(t>gb‘, 8faiiifo w) .to 
^xten, tbe KivOiKbiptonsbire Beat d! L^' porfa^T* 
Stamford, vliteli I had reaobed by eoihe ii^^c^tde old coauh, 
sneb' ae ii^, those* days too nmuuouty ‘•abused the patience 
and long-dhfasdng of Young England, I, took a postohaise lu 
Laxton. dktaace was but idif^ nud tiie postilion 
drove well { M th^ I oould not rte^y hitta been long upon 
the road and y«^ from gloomy rumination upon the nn- 
haiipy deatinatiw which 1 b^hared myadlf approaching within 
three (w joidir’montlu, never had 1 weaihe^ a journey that 
M (.mod to me ao loiigand dreary. ' Aa I'.idigfated m the steps 
at JMixlun, the' first dinner-bell rai^ ; and I.waa hurrying to 
mv toilet, when my aiater Iklai7,';^'liad met me in the 
portico^ bsggfA'me f^' of Udy Garbery’s 

diitMiing-taoin,her ladydiip bavi^j aom^i^ special to com- 
luunicate, wbkK Mlatei (u I'ufij^ftKiKid her), to one Simon. 
‘ ' ■ •*,.** f ' 

> Thaoily onglaa) tbatlbss* Si*^ &«^tl^ long and very interest- 
ing clt^ter of Uia iatobiagiif^tojs In « mno amp nf that imper 
in ite Aqgnat SHiwU^'fanlWMd tbe inntt«r of tlio 

lost teilM. Ifa atm? eonritte of tw« maagn ]*a>s;.TU].1is inserted 
a »Ut to faitw at ons nf tte inddenta of the tiret 
rwttth’oit-'tvra'bf De .Qainory'i lifr In Sog^aaS after his return fram 
irekad ft the end of 1800. The expansion of that original u the 
present chapter ta nmarkahlo.— If. 
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"What Siiiion ? Simon Peter ?” O no, you irreverent iiov , 
no Simon at all with an S, but Oymon with a C — Drydeii'b 
( ’ymoii — 

* O'liat wliistled M be went for want 'if tbonf*ht' ** 

This one indication woa a key to tha whole explanation that 
iellowed. The sole viaitois^ it seamed, aff that dfiie to Laxtrm, 
1 >eHide my sister and myself^ were ^lord and l^y 
'I'liey were understood to be domesflESGSiSt^ kt ''JC&xtcn Ifor u 
very long stay. lau lealify, my own private construction 
of the case (though' unauthorised by anything ever hinted 
to iTic by Lady Carbeiy) was that Lord Massoy mi^t prob- 
ably be under some o!|[^ of pecuniaiy embamsfiments, sudb 
as suggested prudeciti^y an absence from Ireland. Ueun 
time, what was it £i;iot su^e him an object pf peculiar iutere^^f 
to Lady Carbery ? It was the singnl^ revoluiioii whicli in 
one whom all his friends looked upon as bold to constitutional 
torpor, suddeiily and beyond all ^pe,had kindled a nowand 
nobler life. Occupied nrigmally by no shadow of any earthly 
interest killed hy ennui, all at once Lord Massey had fallen 
passionately in lovw with a fair young countrywoman, well 
connected, bnt bringing him no fortune (I rej^>ort only from 
hearsay), and endowing him simply witli the priceless blessing 
of her own womanly charms, her delightful society, and her 
sweet Irish style of innocent gaiety. No tranafonuatiou, that 

e\er legends or romanm had reported, was more memorable. 
Lai^se of time (for Lord Massey hod now been married three 
or f^mr years), ^ and d»p seclusion from general society, hu<l 
done noting apparently to lower tho tone of his happiupss. 
The expression of this haupinesa was noiseless and unob^sive ; 
110 mai'ks wero of vulgar uzoiiousness-^nothiiig that 
could provoke the Mieer ^ worldling ; but not the less so 
entirely had thtf itodety cl his young wife . a new 
]:>Tmdp]e of life withj(lih^',' aniS. ev<dQed smne natedte hitherto 
slumbering, and dbuhly-WcSzId else have continued 

1 Hugh Mikibsy, 8il Ifiaon Mauey in the Irish peerage, tom 
1761, hod MivfHUikii bis Ustber In the baimyln 17^6, and had nianied, 
2d March 1 71*2, Margaret^ youngeat of Wiliiam Barton, Bsq. 

of Grove, 0*'. Tijipenary.— M. 

s Eight ye&n. bee laeb iiou:.— M. 
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to slumber till liis deatli, that at moment^ when he believed 
himself unobserved lie still wore the aspect of an im^iassioned 
lover. 

'■Heboheld 

A viaiASf and adoa^ the thing he saw. 

Arabian fioHon new fill'd the world 

With half the wonden that wen mughfc for him. 

Earth breathed in one great presence ut the spring— 

Her chamber window did surpass in glory 
The portala of the wwn." 

And in no case was it more Utm^ally realized^ as daily almost 
I witness^, that 

All Paradise 

Could, hy the simple opemng of a door, . 

I^ot itself in upon bisL" ^ 

For never did the drawing-room door open, and suddenly 
disclose the beautiful figure of Lady Mas^, than a mighty 
cloud seemed to roll away from the young Irishman’s brow. 
At this time it happened, and indeed it often happened, that 
Lord Cni'bery was absent in Ireland. It was probable* there- 
fore/ that during the long couple of hours through which the 
custom of those tinies hound a man to the dinner-table after 
the disappearance of the ladies, his time would hang heavily 
uu his handa To me, therefore, Lady Oarbery looked, 
ha\ ing first put me in possession of the case, for assistance 
to her hospitdity, under the difficulties I have stated. She 
thoroughly loved Lady Mal^y, as, indeed, uobody could help 
doing ; for Aar saJee^ hod there been no separate interest 
surrounding the young lord, it would have been most painful 
to her that» through Lord Oarbezy’aahseno^ aperiodic iediuin 
should oppress hmr guest at that prec^ season of ' the day 
which traditionally dedicati^ iUolf' to 'gonial enjoyment 
Glad, therefaroi she was that ak Uly h^" come at lost to 
Laxton, who might arm her purposes ^ho^itality with some 
powers of self-fulfiliueut And yet/.for a service of that 
nature, could she reasonably rdy upon me f Odious is the 
h obble^e*hqy to the mature young man. Generally sinsakiug, 
that eazm^t^ bu But in me, though naturally the 

* WcidsworthV ‘‘Vattilracout and Julia.” 
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ehycHt of human beingn, intense commerce with xiieu of 
every rahk, fruni the highest to the lo^*esl| had availed l4> 
dissipate all aiTears of houte; I could talk upon 

innumerable subjecte ; and, as the readiest means of entering 
immediately upon busiuess, I was firedi ftom Ireland — ^knew 
multitudes of those wliom Lord Massey eithefr knew or felt 
au interest in — and, njb tliat happy period of life, found it 
easy, with three or four ghisses of wine, to call back the 
golden sxiirits which were now A) often deserting me. 
Renovated, meantime, by a Lot bath, I was ready at this 
second summons of the dinnei>l)ell, and descended, a new 
creature, to the drawing-room. Here 1 was presented to the 
noble lord and his wile. Lord Massey was in figure shortidi, 
hut broad and stout, and wore au amiable expression ol fnt.e. 
That I could execute Lady Oarbery’s commisnion, I felt sati.s- 
fied at once. And, accordingly, when the ladies had retired 
from the dining-room, 1 found an easy opening, in various 
circiuustances connected with the Laxton stables, for intn^duc 
ing naturally a picturesque and contrasting aketch of the stud 
and ihw stables at Westport The stables, and everything 
connected with the ^stables, at Laxton, were magniiiceiit ; 
in ioct, far out of symmetry with the house, whii^ at tliat 
time w*as elegant and comfortable, but not splendid. As 
usual in En^sh ostahlishments, all the appointments were 
complete, and cai'ried to the same point of exquisite tinisli 
The stud of hnuters was first-rate and extensive ; and the 
whole scene, at closing the stables for the night, was so 
splendidly arranged and illuminated that Lady CarT>ery 
would take oil her visitors once or twice a week to adndre it. 
i )x\ the other hand, dt Westport you might fancy yourndf 
overlooking Jie estal^lishiaent of some Albank^. .pacha. 
Crow'da of irregular helpers and grooms, many of fbem totally 
unrecognised by Lord Altamonte some half-countenanced by 
this or that upper servant, some doubtfully tolerated, some 
not tolerated but nevezthelesB slipping in by postern-doors 
when the enemy had withdrawn, made up a strange mob us 
regarded the human efimsht in this establishment. Ajid 
Beau Browne zegularlj asserted that five out of six amougNt 
these helpers he himself could swTar to as active hoys from 
Vuicgar Hill, Trivial enough, meantime, in our eyes, was 
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auy littlo matter of rebellion that they might have upon 
their conjBGiGnces. High treason we willingly Winked at. 
But what we could fio^ Wink at was the systematic treason 
which they comioii^ a^nst our coinfort-*-viz,, by teachins; 
our hordes all imagmlflB ‘tricks, and training them up in the 
way along ^teyishouM mt go, so that when they were 
rdd they were very littlo likdy to depart from it Such a 
set of restive, liaril*ini>uthi'il wretdies ns Lord Westport and 
T daily had to-liestrirW, no tongue could describe. There 
was a cousin of liord Wefit^iort’s, subsequently created Laid 
Oranmoro^ dbtlbjptidi^ tor .his korsemanship, and alivays 
'«]ihjudully mouDl^d'^ ubm, kis fitther’s stables at Castle 
M-Gdtrot, to whom our etosxnj ^utesta with ruined tempers 
and vicum habits yielded a X^igulv coaieiy of fun ; and, lu 
order to improve it, he would sometimi^ bribe Loiti West- 
poTt*8 treacherous grocuh into misleading u% when ilounderiiig 
amongst bogs, into the.interior labyrinths of these morassos. 
Deei), however, tuf the motnss was this m^’s remorse when, 
on leaving We^poit, t gave him the heavy gdden x>en]uiBito 
whidbi my mother (umware of the tricks; be-li|td ptaciisud 
upon me) Wd by letter instructed me /tp give. He was a 
mere savage boy from the central,, lidga of Ooiuiaug^xt, and, 
to the great amiiisement of Lord W^pf)r^ ho persisted in 
calling me ^*yottr majesty” for iihe ^ that day ; and by 
ull other means open to him he ' expressed his penitence. 
But the DeBn..iii 9 i 8 tod t^t, no matter for his penitence in 
the matter of dxe boga^ he hod oeritainly carried a pike at 
Vinegar aiid probably had* sipteoq a pair of Wts at 
Ftimes, wh,6i 'hef idhi^y made a at., tbje Deanery, in 
passing &roi^ that the jleU^baftile. It is alw^ays 

a plesaoze wb^ the wSnef ** hoist with his 

own peiard and it happena^.jhat'' the hones assigned to 
draw a post-uhariot carrying Westport, myself, and the 
Deim;im our' xetum ^uzne/ to ;piiblin, were » pair utterly 
ruined by a certain ’nc^ox*pbs^f»L. named Moran. This 
partCdular ruin did 'Mr. Komti hqpst^ to have contributed 
as his separate contribution to we gener.i1 ruinatious of 
the stablea , ^ porti^^^^ object was, that hu horses, 

* **Haadet" Ovid" "Lox iric Jw&tior ulla est, 

* ' Qusitt necis artifices arte perlrc sua." 
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iiud consequently liimself, niiglit be loft in genial laziiu-^p 
Hut, aa KemeaiB would have Mr. Moran was tlie chariolt'cr 
Hpecially appointed to this particular eervjce. We were to 
letnni by easy journeys of twenty-five miles a day, or even 
less ; since every such interval brought us to the hou«>e of 
some UoBiiitable family connected by or by blood 

with fA>i'd Altanioiit. , Fervently had Ijord Westport pleaded 
uith his father for an allowance of four horses; not at all 
wiUl any f(X>lish view to fleeting lA’istocratic splendour, but 
hjm]>ly to the luxury of rapid motion. But Lord AliaTUout 
woH Arm in resisting tliis }>ctitiofi at tliat time. The remote 
c.oiiseqiii&ncc was — that, by way of ledressing the violated 
(.•juilibnum to ouf foelingi, we subscribed throughout 
Wales to extort six horses from the astonished innkeepers, 
ino^t of whom dedined the requisition, and would furnish 
only four, on the plea that the leaders would only embarrass 
the other horses ; but one at Bgigo r. from whom we coolly 
reciuestcd eight, recoUod &om oSt demand as from a sort of 
miniature treason. How so f Bectluse in thin island he Inul 
alwa)8sinder8toDd eight horses to lie conseciaied to royal use. 
Not at all,* we assured him ; Bickford, tire great carrier, 
always homed his waggons with eight. And the law knew 
of no distinction between waggon and post-cbaise, coaeh-bor^c 
or cart-horse. However, we could not compass this point of 
the eiglit horses, the double single instance , 

but the true reason we snrmiSito be — not the juoloudcd 
puritiiiiiKm of loyalty to the House of Guelph, but the running 
short of the innkeeper’s funds. If he had to meet a daily 
average call for twenty-four horses, then it might well happen 
tluit our draft upon him for eight horses at one pull would 
}iaiikmpt^hj.n for a* whole day. But 1 am anticipating, 
Uetummg to Ireland and Mr, Moran, the vidons driver of 
vicious horses, the imme^SAte consequenco to him of this un- 
expected limitation to a pair, of. horses was that all his 
knavery in one liour recoiled upon hiwelf. The horses whom 
he had himself trained to, vice iCnd restiveneiss, in the hope 
that thus liui own servi^es and theirs might be less in request, 
now became the very cuTse of his life. Every uionnng, duly 
as an attempt was made to put them in motion, they began 
to bark, and no arte, gentle or Iwirsh, would for a moment 
VOL. I z 
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avail to coax or to coerce tbem into the counter direction. 
Could retrogression hj any nietaphysiea have been trcUidated 
into progress, vw Wfdlecl in that; it vaa our foHe; we 
coulil have backed, to North Pole. That might be the 
way to glary, or 'At least to distinctioo-^c itur ad astra; 
uiiiortiiuaU^, it was not the way to BuMisL OouRequently, 
on awry day, .pl^iMpjouiney--and the days were ten— not 
once, but alwi^% had the same deadly conflict to repeat ; 
and thiB^l)eing alies^s unavailing, found its solution uniformly 
in the follQis(l^ idtilmate xesorree. Two large-boned borses, 
usualli^ phhtgb, were harness^ on ae leaders. 

By mtiik, foine, fitey hlinlad ^ojoir wicked wheders into the 
right dir^efjoi^ and ipreei hy pure physical superiority, 
into working,, .i^nii&bodii iOy^ua^ai^ comic spectacle to 
every t(^.and^TQhiga.I1^ passed. The 

whole men childx^ came out to assist at 

our departed j. 'and*. alike were diverted, but not the less 
irritat^, by the'rlemoniac obstinacy of the brutes^ wbo seemed 
under the immediate inspiration of fiend. Everybody 
wne anxious to share in the aeour^iig udihdi kss administered 
to theni right and left ; and, once into a gallop (or 

such a gallop as our Brobdignagiai^ifl^m could accompli£Ji), 
they were fon*cA into keeping itupt But, without rehearsing 
all tli^ details of the ca^e, it may be rc^ily conceived that 
the amount of troiiUo^di'ttrlbuled. amongst onr whole party 
was enormous. Once or twice the friends at ulmse houses 
we slept wore, able io asrist os. But gonerolly ilii*y either 
had no hixn^ or none of the conimauding power demanded. 
Ofien, agairr, it liappenc^ as our route vas..T<^ circuitous, 
tliat 110 iBks lay in our n^i^bonrhood;^ or, if tiiiera were inns, 
tilt* horses proved take of too slight , a 6&Ud. At l^dlinaaloe, 
and again at AihlonCi half tha^town ciune out to help us ; 
and, ha\ing.iio suitable horic% ']^rty oar ftvty men, with 
shouts of laughter, pulled at' ropss bsteuoil to our pole and 
splinter-bar, and oonipi^ladj^ goortbig demons into a flying 
gallop. But natuieUy a wli{de."<)(f miles saw this resource 
exhaustecL . Then came the ueem^ of drawing the covers,” 
AS the dean hunting amongst the adjacent 

farmers for pawental cattle. TIiik labour (0 Jupiter, thanks 
he for tM /j Ml ujion Mr. Moran. And oumetLioes it would 
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hapfvn tliat the liorww, which it had cost liiin three or four 
hours tS find, could be spared only for four or five miles 
Such a journey can rarely have h^ ftcoomplifihed. Onr 
zi^'-zag couFBe had prolongi^d it into^^m^SSO to 350 miles ; 
and it is literally true that of this eotiitc. ^staikee from West- 
port TTo'i'- !-■ S..rkv^!le St'x-et, Diiblinji ntA one luih-nsr hail 
ll^een performed mider Uie fpoid^-iuorius. iaipuleu of our own 
horses. Their diabolic resisfunve contiimoil to the hvit. And 
line may venture to hope tliat the senae of final subjugation 
to man must have proved penally bitter to the horses. But 
meatitiipe it vexes one that such wretohee should be fed with 
gfMxl old liay and oats ; as well littetpd' down also in their 
st.alis a» a prebcmdaiy ; ami by many a stmnger, ignorant of 
their true character^ ^uld Imvo b^n patted and^'' caressed. 
Let us hope that a fiito tp which more than onjee''t3)ey were 
m*arly forcing us — vla^, logpreaa over a prccipicer^may ulti- 
mately hare been their own. Once I saw such another cose 
dramatically carried through to Its naiural crisis in the 
Jjiverpool MaiL It was On the stage leading jnto lichfield ; 
there was no conspijsacy, as in oar Iridi case j one horse only 
out of the four wgs the^crimiiiar; and, aiecording to the 
Quin’s Bench (Denman, OL J.), th^ is no co^pinicy com- 
petent to oneagmi:,hut ho ua'4 ev»n more signidly under 
a demoniac j^essibn of .mutinons ^stanfee to man. Tlie 
ease was really a meinorahie one. If ever there was a distinct 
jirocUmation of sdtieDion- against mH; it was made by that 
bihtlal horse ; and I. tl^refore^ being a passenger on the box, 
took a note of the oosO'; and on a proper occasion I may be 
induced to publish itfllnless some H onya hhi should ahliiTiy 
against me a Chancery ixyunctiotu '>• 

From«tlitise wild, TaHiax4ike stables of Oofujanght, bow 
vast was the transition to ^thsi^ ps^Hbctioii of iSe^ance and of 
adaptation lietween means''md ^dslhat centre 

to circmufereuce through 'the stftbles at Laxtml J, as it 
happened, could vcjKirt to Lord Masssy their earlier condition , 
he to me could rexiort j^fiaedi^ ^changes. I won him 
easily to an interest in BsySlpii I^h ^experiences, so fiv«>h, 
and in ports so grotesque, wilder idso hy much in Ciuinaught 
than in Lord Massey's county of Idmerick \ whilst ho (with- 
out affecting any delight in the hunting systems of North- 
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amptonsLjre an*l lAncpstereJiire) yet took jilpaMire in '"Vfl'i'n’n-T: 
to me tJiOBO cLaraeteristic features of tlic Englieli hLidlaua 
hunting, ns centralized at Melton, which even thou gave to it 
the pu])renie rank hr hrilliancy and miily of effect amongst 
ell varieties of the ebase.^ 

Horses hod fbrmed the natural and intixulnctorj tojnc 
;|of oonTersolion between ns. What we severally knew of 
Ireland, thou^ in different (Quarters— what we both knew oif 
Laxton, — ^the barbaric splendonr and the civilized iqtleiidour, 
had natundly an interest for rs both in their contrasts (at 
one time ao picturesque^ at another so grotesque^, whi<.]i 
illuminated onr fieporate recollections. But my quick iustini t 
soon made me aware that a jealouey was gathering in J/jrd 
Masse/e mind around such a topic, as though too osifiita- 
tiously levelled to his particular knut^ledge, or to his animal 
condition of taste. But easily I slipped off into anotlier key. 
At LaxtoBj.it happened that the library was excellent. 
Founded by whom, I never heard : TuTcevtainly, when useil 
by a systematio reader, it showed itself to have been system- 
atically collected ; it stretched pretty equably throuj^li two 
centuries — ^vin, from about 1800 to 18p0 — and 'miglit per- 
haps amount to 17,000 volumes, Jkird Massey wus far from 

> ]f mere iiamu we allowed to dnzzle the judgment, how magnifi- 
cent to a gallant young Englufaman of twenty aeexua at firnt: the iiffer- 
hiiaUng of Indm, which yet (when examined searcbingly) tarns out tiio 
ineaneat and moat comrdlg mode of hnuting knqAvn to human 
«*zjiezift!nce, £ufalo^KwUing U much more dignified as regards the 
poiuageoiui exposure of the huuter ; but, ftom all accounts, its ezcilo- 
ment ia too momentary and evanescent : one rifleshot, and the cruiiM 
iH past Besides that, the gimeroiis and honest character of the ImfTalo 
diRturbs the cordiality of tbs iport The very opposite reason distui ))a 
the interestr of especially at the Cape. The lion is 

everywhere a oowu^ wvetel^ un^t when SuhUmed into houtage by 
famine ; but iu Sbathern^A&ioa ia the moid cumsh of eneiuies. 
Those who fancied so mudb adveuiurOasheBS in the lion conflicts of Mr 
Gordon Oaian>ing iipiwar never 'to read the zmssionoiy tmvels of 

Ml. Moist. The pcK>r‘iuiMrioiilx2b'Mth0at any arms whatever, came 
to tMuh lightly of half-a^dOttBSonji seSU-drinkmg through the twilight 
at the very same pond or river ^ as. UiUiielf: Nobody can have any 
wish to undervalue thd ailveaturO^ g^Qantiy of Mr. G. Gamming. 
But, lu * the single cSiS Of ^e Gape hon, there is an unlntcstioual 
advantage tskeu ihipr'tlM mhtional name of Hon, as though the Gape 
hon wore uuoh as tflist whieh ranges the torrid zoiu». 
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: and Jiis interest in books was nnaifected, iL‘ limited 
and too often inten opted by defective knowlcd^^e. The 
library was dlspersetl tbrou^li six or seven small rooms^ 
between ibe drawing -room in one wing and the dining-iX'Om 
in the opposite wing. This dispersiony however, already 
fnrji lolled the ground of a rode clasatftciatiioiL In some one 
ptf these rooms was Lonl ilaisey alwai^’ to be found, frcuii 
ilic foi-enooa to the evening. Am} was it any fault of his^ 
tliat his daughter, little Grace, about two yeafs old, pursued 
him down from her nursciy every moniing, and insisted upon 
seemg innumerable pictures, lurking (as she had disi'overed) 
111 miuiy iliiferent recesses of the library } lUpre and more 
i'luui this quarter it was tliat wo drew materials of oui 
dully ufler-diimer conversation. One great discouragemout 
iiribes commonly to the sttulent, where the paiticuloi' library 
111 which he reads Las been so disordinuUdy collected th.it lie 
ciuinot pursue a subject once started. Now, at Laxloii, the 
books had been so judiciouidy brofiglit together, so many 
hooka and eyes coimccted them, that the whole library formed 
what one Miiight call a scries of tiraia, culturally allied, 
through which younnight quany your consecutively for 
many months. On rainy dayi^ and often enough on<* luid 
occasion to say through rainy weeks, what a (lelightful 
l esourco did tliis Ubraiy prove to both <if us I And one ilay 
it ocuuiTed to us that, whei'eas the stables and tlie library 
were both jewels of attraction, the latter bad been by much 
tlic least costly. Pretty often 1 have found, when any open- 
ing lias exisU'd for nxalciug the rompuUtion, tliat, in a library 
i-'Uitaining a fair proportion of books illustrated with pLitC'^, 
iiiidut ten shillings a volume might be taken 'as expressing, 
iilMjn a imliiciciitly largo number of volumes, small and gieat, 
the fair average co^t of the whole. On this basis, the library 
at Laxton would have cost .less than JS9000. On the 
otlier hand, 35 horses punters, racei^ roadsters, cairiage- 
horses, &a) might have coat aliout £8000, or a little moji^. 
But the library entailed nostK-rniiUient cost beyond the .‘iiinual 
loss of interest : the books did not eat, and required no aid 
from veberinary^^ sui'geops : whereas for the horses, not only 

^ **Ve£en 7 iary” : — By the way, whence conies tlus odd -looking 
word ? The word veterana I have met with in monkish wnters, to 
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sueli uiiuj^tratLoiufi were iateTiiuttiiigly re(|iiired, but^a cofltly 
pernuinent eBlablishuent nf grooms and helpers. Lor<l 
jCarbery, who haii received an elaborate Etonian educafioii, 
t was even more fstoeeily a student than lus friend Lord 
'> Masse}', who had educated at home under u 

private tutor. ■ everything connected with general 

politics (meaniag'lbiyi^l^sa^ i^ot pexuuiial politics) and witlv 
social ]>]jLh*4rjpby. AC lA^^ton, indeed, it was that 1 brat saw 
I Wyrf << » tiot the second and emasculated 

I'dition in octaec/but the original quurfo edition, with all its 
\ Jrus as yet nndilijufisd of raw anti-sociol Jacobinism. 

At l^xton it was that'! ftr^t saW the entire aggregate 
lalionrs, brigaded, as "it webe^ ond as if for martial 

review, of th|tt most industrious' benofiteto to the early stagei^ 
of uuf Eiiglisli liistorical Uterature, Huji ie. Three 

hundred guineas, I Indiev^ liod tioen theprli'e~jwud cheerfully 
at one time for a complete .<ict of llcanic. At Laxton, also, 
it was that first I saw the total fursiy ot w'orkA edited by Ur. 
Bh'nk It waii a coiupletr* iimtiiutrium, a recotjHiim^ or 
uiostering, ns it verci not of pompous PraBtorian cohoils, or 
unitjuu guardsmen, tint of the yeoi!umry» tho militia, or whut, 
under the old funii of ei^essioh, :]|^0U might regard us tbe 
trjiuuiL bmU of our Utomture^H^ femd fiY>m ultb 
mhtely, (ur in '&e |SBt studei^-'l^io^^r the materials 

of our vast and'piyr^-iaood AlVench author of 

cmiiioiLce, hOfil^ having beiiaisiou to speak of uur 

English litomtiife collccti\e1\, m rufei^-ucn to tlu- one ]>oiut 
uf its taririij, heiug also n Juan of hoiiour, and di.- Idning that 
sort of wliicli soerilices the truth to nationality, 

sjieakB of our prctcptliuaB in thono Words hen Awjloin qui 
otd une iWFli^re vIks v^riei ijth U ndtft, Tliis 

fact is a featun» in our.ttatio&t prutciieiiui'- iliat could ever 
have been zegiuded dowtfUl^' Aaeroly thri>iig1i insufiicieni 
fciiowletlgk*. I)r. .bihiUKiiV.iiide^'jna(lt- it the di'-fiiiguishiug 
merit of the French, Ihiit a lnok upon every 

subject" But Dr. Jdmson 'i|mi ’3nM only cnpi icioii.'* as regards 

rXL'jvM imistieaUi sad erideutly from that word must 

urigixuited the wiml wUriweif. Bat the question is still but one 
10* I uv*d ; for how caoie re^ffana by that acceptation in rural 
economy I 
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temperjand varvaUe haiuours^ but as regards the iiiec^iuiliiy 
(if lua knowledge. I ncobercfit a nd .waysteinatlc waa Dr. 
Jolxi^ii’« infe«TOliion.ia most cwa. Hence bis ^travogaut 
inifvappiaisement of EnoUes, tbe bistomn, wbicli is 

exposed so severely by Spittler, the' Qemiau, wlu>, again, is 
liimself niiseiubly sttpeiiicial in ai^y^n ut English 
diiatory. Hence th6 fiaeble credulity vrhiph Dr. Johnson 
hliowed with respect to the forg^y of Da Foe (luidei the 
inacsiue of Caj^tain Corleton) upon the Catalonian campaign 
of Lord Pcteibgrough. But it.is singular that a literature 
m unrivalled os ours in its compass and variety should not 
have produced any, even the diallowest, manual of itself. 
And thus it happens^ lor example, that writers so laborious 
and serviceable as Bh^'/aie in any jj^puhu* sense scarcely 
known I showed to Xiord Massey, among others of his 
works, that wliich to Lord Worcester's' (u\, Lord 

(iLLiuoigan’s) negotiations With the Pupal uundo in Ireland 
about the year 1644, &Cw^ ' Connected with these negutialious 
were many names amongst Lead Massey’s own anccstois ; so 
that here* he suddenly alight^ upon a fund of arrhadb^i'*'* 
xueniorabilui, connseting what interested him as aiTT^I i.i* v. 
in general with what mort interested him as the head of a 
liarticulaf family. It is remarkable, also, as an indication oi 
the gtneral nobilUy and elevation wMch had ^eofnpauied the 
Involution in hie lifc, that^ ' concurrently with Uie constitu- 
lionol tor^ior pravioudy besettiing him, had melted away the 
mtellectUfd toipor «puder which he had found- books until 
rec.mUy of little practical value. Lady Curbery had herself 
told me that ilic two revolutions w^t on simultaneously. 
He began to take an interest in liieratti3re when life itself 
luifoldixl a new interest, under, iihe, eoihpaiiionsliip of his 
youthful wif( 2 . And here^ by the wAy, aa subsequently in 
scores of other inr laiiciM, T siiiir broad hvi^Aim t/l the credulity^ 
with which we have ailopM into Artr gravo political faith 
the rash and iualii.ious ii£:etches'of cur novelists. With 
commenced the {unttieo of systcni£itLcally traducing 
our order of coiuiLry p!x]tIemen..''His picture of Squiru 
Western is not only a malicioa^ hut also an incongruous, 
libeL The squire’s ordinary language is impossible, being 
altcniataly bookidi and ahsordly rustic. In reality, the 
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convontional dialoct ascribed to the rustic order iu ^general 
-^to peasants oven more than in gentlemen — ^in our English 
plays and novels is a childish and iantaatic babble, belonging 
to no form of re^d breatJung life ; nowhere intelligible ; nut 
m any })rovince ; vhilsf^ at the same time, all provincoB — 
Semersetfibire, Devonshire, Hampshire — ore confounded with 
our Midland OounU^ ; and positively the diction of Farii- 
combe and Gharricombe Exmoor Furast is mixed ii]> 
with the pure Icelandic fomis of the Euglitili Lakes, of Noilli 
Yurksbiro, and otf Noithumberjami In Scotland, it needs 
i>at a slight intei'course v^th the peasantry to dibtiuguisli 
various dialects : the Aberdonian and Fifeshiro, for iiiblance, 
how easily dutingoished^ even by an. Etiglidi alien, from the 
western dialects of Ayrslaie, Ac. And 1 have heard it said 
by Scottish purists in this matter that even Sir Walter Scott 
is cliaigeable with tonsiderabla licentiousness in the manage- 
ment of Ids colloquial Scotch. Yet^ generally speaking, it 
bears the strongest impress of truthfulness. But, on the 
other hand, how fedoe and powerless docs this same Sir AValter 
bec4jme, when the necessities of his tide oblige him al any 
time to come funong the English peasantiy! Ills magic 
wand u instota^uriy broken ; acid ,bc moves along by a 
Imbble of imposuble forms, aa Jaatastic .aa any that our 
London theatres have tradition(^11y ascribed to English nistics, 
to English sailon^'and to Irishmen tutiversally. Fieldmg is 
open to the sanie stem criticism, aa a deliberate falsehood- 
moiiger, and from the same cauae^want of energy to face 
the difficulty of nmet^ing a real living idiom. This defect 
in language, however, J cite only as one feature iu the com- 
plex ffilsdood^ which diaSgtireB Fidding^s portrait of the 
English country geufleman.' , Meantime ^e questiod arises, 
l)id he mean hh»'Sqidre Western to, a repreaewtative portrait f 
Possibly not He .might' expressly as a sketch of 

an individual, and no a clasu And the fault 

may be, after all, not in Md, ^ but in us, the falsely 

interpreting xeadem be ti^t'as it may, and figure to 
ourselves as we may 'the irustio squire of a hundred to a 
hundred and fifty years back (though manifestly at utter war, 
in the portraitares of our noveUsts, with the realities handed 
down to us by our Farliameutary annals), on that arena we 
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are dcaUng with ohjecU of pure t-pecnlative curiosity, Fiir 
different is the same question when practically ti'eated lor 
purposes of present legidation or philosophic inference. One 
hundred years ago, such was the diffi^ty of social inter- 
course, simply from the difficidty of lo6oii)0tion (though even 
ihen this difiiGulty was much lowered to the English, as 
heyond comparisou tlie most equestrian of nations), &at it is 
])ObsiblG to imagine a fdmde of diffeiisn.ee as still distmguisliiug 
the towu-hiod man from the -rustic ; though, considering the 
multiplied distribution of our -assize towns, out cathedral 
towns, our sea- ports, and our universities^ all so many n^cur- 
ung centres of civility, it is not very easy to imagine sutdi a 
thing in an island no larger than ours. But can any hiuunii 
indulgence bo extended to the credulity wliich assumes thi^ 
same possibility as existing for us in the very middle of tlu! 
luuuteenth century 1 At a time when every week hccs tlu* 
town banker drawn from our rural gentry, mila'uy dm-cUus 
111 every quarter transferring theiusdves indiffczently from 
(own to couniryj from country to town, lawyers, clergymen, 
medical men, magistrates, loc^ judges, &c.,, all shifting in 
and out between town and country ; rural families all inter- , 
marrying on terms of the widest fiuedom with town families ; ' 
all again, in the persons of their children, meeting for study ' 
at tiic same schools, colleges, military academies, Ac.: by 
what furious foigetfhlndh of the realities bcdongiiig to the 
case lias it been possible for writers in public journals to 
]ieisint in arguing national questions upon the assumption of 
:i Iiiricction in our population — a double cuirent, on the one 
side steeped to the lips in town pre|udicef«, on the other side 
tr.iditiuually sold to rustic views and doctiincs? f^udi 
doable (fencnls, like the Ehone ffowing through the Lake of 
C 4 eueva, and yet refusing to intermingle, probably did exist, 
and had an important sigid&cence in -the Low Gsuntries of 
the fifteenth century, or l^we^ the privileged cities and ilio 
unprivileged country of GteooA&y down to the Thir^ 

War ; but, for us, they are in 'the last degree faCuioub tiis- 
tinctions — ^pure faizy tales ; and the social economist or the 
historian who builds on such phantoms as that of a rustic 
aristocracy still retaining any substantial grounds of distinc- 
tion from the town aristocracies, proclaims the hollowness of 
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any and all liia ductrines tLat depend upon sucli assuqgiptjons 
Lord ^CarbciX fcx-hanton The fox-hunting 
of the a^ljnceut (MniinV lioici^toBliire waa not then lyhat it 
ifl now. The was tadioolly ditferent for the 

foot of the horae’J „^" and diatribu^on of the fences 
\\a;4 diffinxmt; of horses thoroughly ditfereut 

was Uieu reqaiTSPd. . Bht th^ as now, it offered the iinest 
exhibition of the^ fox-cha^ that is known in Euruiic ; and 
then, as now, this ia the b^t adapted among all known 
varieties of hiintii:^' to exhib4ion of adventurous and 
skilful riding, and genoiafljvifrha^ to the development of 
manly and athletic qnalities^^ Loid ‘CSarboryi; duiing the 
season, might to imntodmtciy , oddided to this mode of 
sporting, having naturally a pleasurable feeling connected 
with his own reputation as a akilful and fearless horseinaii. 
But, though the chases were in those days longer than they 
are at present, sii|^,wto amount of time really abstracted 
from that which^ he h^ dti^osable for gengral pu^pos(^c^ ; 
amongst which puiposee ranked foremost liis liteiory pur- 
suits, And^ however much he transcended the * prevailing 
conception of 'his order, os sketched, hy satiric and often 
ignorant novelisi^lli^ mi^t be regarded, in all that concerned 
the Ubcialhsatloh , of his view% ^ pfetty JMtly reprcbenting 
that order. Thps, .through ev^ ^ exj^eace, the era/y 
notion of a ra^ ,^stocrs^ flovfi^ apart from the urban 
aristocracy^ aad;.sMridlug bn a'dtiBforent level of culture as to 
intellect, of M^h as to manneiiis^ and of interests os to social 
objects — a UpM^s fhlse a fret — now at length 

b(>'iTiie ttilli m ihouj^tful nicii hionsliviis os a possibility. 

.MiMiitiuio X.ord. UosseywAS reached by reports toih 
thnj.igli l^uly Carbery and'myjfutf of sonivthing Which iu- 
tcrir-tid him lum'p^ouiidly tlin'sH earthly records of 
liorsciuaii*«hip, of ahy '6(iUoeiv^ile ‘4hvatioU'S connected with 
liOdy Oaefa^y, iclih iwr to the amusement of 
Lady Massey urul sisi^ fiir tKiili of whom youth and 
lirevious aedusion tod .ctestod a natiml iiitei'est in all such 
scenes, accepted two or three times in every week dinuer 
iiivit'j,tioiis to all the fiuuilies on her visiting lite, and lying 
within her whiter circlip which w.jd measured by a radius of 
about seventeen miles, Jfor, dreadful as were the roads in 
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thoRe diiys, wbtn tbe Bath, iLe Biislo], or the Dover lufui 
was equally perjilc}ce<l ofteutimes to acuoiupliRli Mr. Palmer s 
rate of seven miles an bour,^ a disfeanco of seventeen was yet 
easily accomplished in 100 minateil '^y ihd, powerful Laxton 
hoises. Magniiictmt was ibe Jjaxton ' tuni-Oiit ; ami in the 
looiny travelling-coacb of Lady Carlhiry/jfiade Jurats enuiurb 
to receive upon occasion even a bed, it would have boi ii .m 
ulle scruple to fear the crowding a parly wbicb iiiiic>rcii.l 
only tliree besides myself : for l-ord Massey »b-- 

clmed joining us^in v/bicb I believe ibnt ho was ripdii. A 
&clu)(»lboy Lke myself bad fortiinaleJy no dignity to W. 
But Lord Massey /a" beetfy Irish ^lecr for, stiiotly speaking, 
Since the Union no ppor at all, though still a bcreilitaiy 
lord), was bound to, be trebly vigthuftf over bis surviving 
hoiiourj. This £0 owed' tor his eountry as well as to Itis 
laniily. Ho recoiled from what he figured to himself (but 
Uio often falsely figured) as the haughty and disdoiuful 
English nobility — aU so rich, all so polibhed in manner, all 
so pi]^ctilioualy correct in the ritual of Uens^njce, Lonl 
Onrbery lui^t &ae them gaily and boldly ;,for he was ncli, 
and, although pojsMsing iTisb estates and an IrLh mauBioii, 
was a thorough BSUgfishman by education and early obsocia- 
tiuii. “But li^ “had a carulesB Jnsh 

education, and am. never qiilto sure that 1 may not be tresr 
]uiRBiug on Sjome inyStd(ioiw law of Englisli gc^-breeduig.” 
Til vuin I suggested to hiih, that most of what passed aniongdt 
fnieigners and amongst Irishmen for English huutevr w.ih 
pure rc.%rvo, which, amopg all people tliat 'were Louhd over 
by the inevitable restraints of ^their tank (imposiug, it iiiuRt 
be remeinhortidj jealous duties os well as privileges), uos sure 
to bccofuo the operative feeling. I con^oded, that in the 
English situation there wto m escapmg ^ia English leaerve, 
except by great impud«too^ta9A-\d iienailnlity ; and 

tliat, if examined, res^vsi WAiKtiito farvi^ppression of respect 
towanld tlinsc who were Uh' objeeis. In* vain did Lady Cai- 
beiyj.*uck im* in Bds.xiij^jleptatiw. ’ & stood firm, und 
never oii'**' iwu'-mif aaietl us to any dinner party. Nortlmmp- 
tonshiie, I know not why, is (ov tliuii was) more thickly 

* The ullusionds to John Palmer of Bath, whoso reform of the old 
Biage-ooach and postal systeni dates from 1784.— M. 
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BowD iwitli ariKtocratic familic^s than any in Ibo kifngdom. 
Many bleganl. and pretty >«urjieu there naturally were in 
these parties; but undoubtedly our two Ija&lon baruues&es 
phom* advantageous amongst them. A boy like myself 
could lay no restraint upon the oftc-r-dinner feelings of the 
gentlemen ; and jEdmost uniformly 1 beard suck verdicts 
liOBHcd niion the pexsonal attractions of both, but especially 
r.ady MdSteyi as tended gaeatly to sootLc the I'celiugs of Lord 
4 Massey. It is singular that Lady Massey universally carriiMl 
off the palm of unlimited homage. Lady Garbery was a 
regular beauty^ and publicly kno^ for such; both w«*rc 
fine iigorefl^ and apparently not older than SC ; but in 
her Irish friend people &lt something- more thonnigbly ml- 
loss and femiione — the masculine- wderstanding of Larly 
Carbery in some way communiieatcd its commanding cxjirvs- 
Kion to her deportment 1 reported to Lord Massey, iii 
terms of unexceptionable decorum, those flattering c^pres- 
hiona of homage which sometimes, from the lips of young 
men partially under the iuflueiLCo of wine, bad taken a 
form soniew^t too enthubiastic for litenl repetition to u 
chivalrous and-adoring husband, * 


SSOTIOV IL— Tan OrFHAH HiBIBBSBBB 

Heautime, the reader has been kept long enough at Lax- 
ton to warrant me in ]n\\vunilzig some curiosity or interest to 
have gathered his mind about the mistress of the 

mansion. MTho waa Lstd^ Oorbery, what was her present 
position, and w&it hm tiinr, origiiud position in<socieiy I 
\]l 1*1 itiler^ of nish'm Jcroroi* Taylor ^ must be awaoie of that 

^ TV Life of Jeri'iny TajTor, byKegiilBlil Il<ber, Bishop of Cal- 
('ut.1, ib iiio^t eliiWalaly nicoonpcet.' Froni want of msear^, and a 
cb^uoolofc'y ill ^mo rJaiifa -tiioronghly enoneon-s, varioos tmportaiit 
ftu.ta aie utterly luia-stated ; aiiA «hat is mubt io be regretted, in a 
mat tor dMjdy affLofiog thif bishop's candour aiid GhrisUan chanty-— 
\iz., a GdutroriASUil cOni&tpondi;ncti with a SoinorBetshire Dissenting 
r 1 (rir>iuan--tht wiMut luisconccptioii has sitiatud the entire result. 
'J'l. 11 I'ra-'iional and spliutereil oondilinn, uito ali: h some person liad 
cut up the coatrosexey with a view to his own more convenient study 
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religious Lilly Caibory who was the niuuifici^nL fur 

her kindness, oiic might say the lilial; palioneiiH of tin* all 
elonucut ami subtle divine.' She died before llie u 

ami, consequently, before her spiritual director could have 
ascended the Epi8cop.il throne. Th^title of Oarboiy was .at 
that time an earldom ; the caxl'mairlol again, ami his 
secouil countess was also a devout patroness of Taylor, 
llanng no peerage at hand, I do not know by what mode of 
derivation tlie modem title of the nineteenth century had 
descended from the old ouo of the seventeentlL I prosiimo 
Dial some collateral branch of iheoriginal family had succeeded 
to the barony when the HmiUtions of the original settlement 
had exlingiiishad the earldom. But to me, who saw n^vived 
another religious Lady Oaiheiy, dmtinguis^d for lie? bc-mt^ 
and accomplishments, it was inteiesting to read of the tw'o 
hiii'cessive l^ies who had liome that title 160 years before, 
and whom no reailer of Jeremy Ttaylor is ever allow^ed to 
forget, since idmost all his liooks are dedicated tu one or 
other of the pious family that had pxxitecied him. Once 
more jthere was a religious Lady Carbety, supporting locally 
the Chundi of England, pitroniadng schools, diffusing tlic 
most extensive relief to every mode of indigence or dittres,*^ 

of its chief elements, Heher had misconreivetl as tlio actual fomi m 
winch these parts hod been orl^nolly exc'hange<l between the dis- 
putants— a blnuder of tlie vorat consequence, and having the ellcot dI 
tranfilating general expressions (such as recorded a moral ludigiinuon 
ngaiDMt auoieiit fallacies or evasions counecied with the dispute} njto 
direct ebullitnma of scorn or displcosure iiersonally against hw im- 
nicdiAtc antagonist. And the charge of mtoleranro aud 
chanty becomes thus very much stronger againbt the poor In .iir}]», 
iH^cause it takes the shape of a confession enorted by nioie ioKc of 
truth from d\i else reluctant apologist, that would most gladly liavc 
denied e^rything tbut he covid deny. The life needs^more than e^ci 
to be accurately written, since it has beem thus chaotically mis-normlcd 
by a prelate of so much undeniahle talent. 1 once began a vciy 
elaborate life myself, and in thsi^e words Jeremy Taylor, the mobt 
eloquent and the auhtlesl of CMtUn pbiloeophen, was the son of a 
barber, and the son-in»Uw' hf a ,klag^*— alluding to the tradition 
(impeifectly vended, < I Mjiave} thgt he maorried an illegitinialc 
daughter ot Oharles 1. But 'this sketch was begun more thou thirty 
years ago ; and I retired drpm the labonr as too overwhelmingly ex- 
acting in all that related to the philosopiiy and theology of that man 
so ^^myimd-minded," and oi that century so anarchical. 
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a century ainl a lialf ago such a La«ly Carlw^ry waa in Suutli 
Walca, at tilt* “ Golden Qrore " : now auch anotlifr Lady 
Curl>i*ry waa in ccntnil England, at Laxton.^ The two casea, 
divided by six ganerationfl^ intorelimv^ed a reci])rucal intewst, 
aince in both oAaes it ^ joung ludiea, under the ago of 30, 
that, originated find in both cnaea ihoae ladiea 

bore the someii.'tltlQ i and I wfll flierefore retrace ia]»idly 
the outline'^' tbit coniempea^ so familiarly known to 

myeelf. 

Coloi^JJPatoOniand G <fn«^ Smith had been aniongF;!. llie 
oarliestmwe Both atTvctl for 

many yaam in the Qom^ny’s army, tlic 

other npern ihe etidf'of Ae £a!cee;tn that country. 

Each, abou^ the, time,' txiad'e' to England, and 

tacli of them, I believe, with the Mtme prWipal purpose of pr«v- 
viding for the edueatidn of 'hie dimeter ; far eafdi hapjiem d 
to have one sole ehSd, wMeh diUd, in each case, Was a girl of 
singular beauty ; and hoilt of these little ladiee were entitled 
to very hu^ fartnnes. The Ooionel and the General being on 

• 

^ De Qnliicey's lefarebccs in this paragrap'i to • previous Lady 
Carhery may be exploSned thus: — Kicliard Taiighan, 2d Karl of 
Carbery in me Irish peeraf;e and let Baron Yaugiw in the English, 
A con^icnooB BoyiQ3ist in the dril Wars, had been mairied three 
times. It iras the second of hie wives, fha Countess 'Eranoes, that was 
the '^devout patroness** of Jeremy ^Qayk»r during the time of that 
divine’s residence on the Barrs .estate of the Golden Grove in Caer- 
marthtiiisbire for ^dter alter the JSing’a cause and the canso of the 
Anglium Church had been ertrihed* She died in 1650 ; but the in- 
timacy of the Cajrbetyrfaindyynth Jeremy and the hospitality 

to him at the GoUsB Gr^e, wdm kept up in the time of the third 
Countess, who wai hianied to the Earl about 1658^ .She was no other 
Ih'tr. that Tj&dy^'ATiMi'' youngest dani^Unr of the Earl ol 
uatrr, wlio is imioeital indejiendeiitly m “TIio Lofly*' in Itfil- 
i'i>, - Ijiviag AMLIn tilaf pait mi thu oHglnat ivi.rfom.an^u of 

l!>i lIl.a^nuB lit LiidlQ«^smt% in 1636^ her father and mother 

liinl iiifir iiK^nihled.^i>:t% oe'tfaewceesHAOf her ^tln'i’s assumption 
(if tiip duties of the Pre0teity:'(J^atfl|r. Sim was then a girl of 
about fcnripcn | and the- Aatqss^ .fai »4sl|j fam'heen written chiefly for 
liL-r aod her tu'o yoih^ . I^mmuwahle thing in her life is 

that, as hsr husband the JEhiiof *CMiitoy^'as apiaiiuteil to the I'resi- 
tLnif.v of Walsi sfUt ilitt Bossoirttloav A* revutiu^d in her later years, 
a4 liady Carboy, fte ]hwiid<3nt'« wife, acr]iia:ntau<H* wiCi i^e very 
cjstle in which' the had perfoiwicd hir part in Will-U) i masque so long 
In'i'ijv when dm was but ihi- yiiung Alu*!* hi^iafon --M. 
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brollierly t»*rnis of iiitiiuacy, rewilveil to coininiu, tbeir 
for tlipj*wclfiire of tlieir dntiglitCTB. WImt tlu*y w.'uiic<l \\.is 
not a kdy that could tctich them any pperiul arts or acuoiu- 
plwhnionts — all these could be , purdiased ; but the two 
ijualificationa indispensable for the difficult situation of liidy- 
superiiitciidont over two childiffl .^s^ngjularly sepaiatcd 
from all relatives wjjatever werej in/die task j?lace, know- 
ledge of the w^orld, and integniy for keeping at a rlistanre 
all showy adventtirera that luigSt^te ofler ilionihcUos, wilh 
uiiuAual advantages^ ae suitors lor the fayour of two great 
lipireasea; and secondly, mafinew exquisitely polibbed. 
Looking to that last requisition," it' seems roinautic to nu u- 
tKUL that the lady select^ for the post, witli the fullest 
appiobation of both officers, was one who began life as the 
daughter of a UtQe Idn^hishm farmer. What her maiden 
name had been, 1 do n<ft ^ this nmment remember ; but this 
name was ct very little 'importance, being sc»on moiged in 
that of Harvey, bestowed on her at the altar by a country 
gentloman. The squire, — not very rich, 1 believe, but ridi 
cnoug)! to rank as a matrimonial x*vizc in the lottery of a 
country girl whom one single step of descent in life might 
have brought wilhfh sight of meni^ service, — ^liod been ra]»- 
tivated by the young woman’s beauty; and this, at that 
period, when accompanied )>j the advantoges of youth, must 
have been resplendent I, who had known her all my lift, 
down to my sixteenth year (during which year she diedh an»l 
wlio naturally, therefore, 'lefi^rred her origin back to some 
remote ancestral generation, ' nevertheless in her sole case, 
WHA made to feel that there ,ho some justification for 
tlip. Church of England diac<^t^Wd%g;^, in her Liturgy 
marriage w':1i your givac-gmndniother : neither shalt thou 
marrythy gn'al-granilfatlier’s widow,” She, poor tiling ! at 
that time was thinking L'ttle of mqjEzSjSt^ ; for even then, 
thon^ known only tu liemlf and her fimnu dn rhambre^ tliat 
dreadful oieanic malady liaising its adder’s crest., 

under w;hich fjiiiiUy she ha. qnie of languor inter- 

ch^ging pontiiiually with:' diafi^ring augiiidi, she still 
impressed one (Ut a regnl beauty.' Her ]K*r«on, indeed, and 
figure muU have tended ^towmrib sdeh a standard ; but all 
was counteracted and thrown back into the mould of sweet 
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natural womaiiLood by tlie clieiubic beauty of her featuroR. 
Tliese It was— these features, so purely child -like — that 
rewnu’jled lur lu a momejiL of lime to ip'oat-graiidmother- 
linod. The stories about Ninon de I*Euclos are Freiicli 
fables — si^aking plainly, arc ftiTsehoodH ; — and sorry I am 
that h nation so amiable ae the French should habitually 
uisreganl truth, when coming into colbsidii with tlieir love 
ior the cxtraTiagant But^ if anything could reconcile me to 
thehP monstrous old fibs about Ninon at ninety, it would be 
tlic ivmembrance of this Enclish encliantress on the high 
road to seventy. Queps, reader, what she must have been at 
twenty >cight to thirly-two^ when she iMioaiao tlie widow of 
the Gcreniaii horseman, Harvey. H ow be witching she must 
1 .i.' lo".l?rd iji her widow's caps! §o had onen thougljt 
I'-! \\Vtt-jon, who hapj^cd to bo in England at that 
pi^riod ; and to the charming widow this man of war ]ir(i- 
pounded his hand in marriage. This hand — this martial 
hand — for reason inexplicable to me, Mrs. Harvey declined ; 
and the Colonel bounced off in a rage to Bengal There 
w<‘re others who saw young Mrs. ITarvey as wdl as CJolonel 
WatHon. And amongst them was an ancient German 
gentl<*man, to wbal century belonging I*'do not know, who 
liad every possible bad quality known to European exi>ci'i- 
ence, and a stditary good one — ^via, eight himdi^ thousand 
pounds sterling. Tlie man's name was ^raibpr- Schreiber 
was an aggregate resulting &om the confiux of all conceiv- 
ablf* bad qualitica That was the elementary base of 
•Sebreiber ; and the superstructure, or Corinthian decoration 
of Ills frontispiece, was that Schreiber cultivated one sole 
pcicncc — vis., the science of taking buu£ Here were two 
huparate objects for <^ntemplataon ; one,, bright as Aurora — 
that radiant Kohd^pr, or. , mponta^* tt light — ifie oight 
hundred thousaad pouni^j j^e otibiev) sad, f^ous, begrimed 
with the snuff, of the'nkbst ancient Schreiber. 

Ah! if iboy covhl have iMb&'diiidtHl — Lbe.4(' twin yoke- 
bdloHs— siud tliui ladies might have tho prj\i]t.‘g<i of chous- 
ing betw^n them ( Fb&' the nioment there uu- no prudent 
course 0^ to Mrs. Hsr^y, butjgmt of Schreiber 

(which she'j^d, end survived}; anf^ubsequently, when the 
state of the market became favourable to such “conversions’' 
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of stu<*k, tlu'U the new IHra S«*IiivilK.*r jn'iHlmI ir<*iii SohieilHT, 
and dib\»uaed of Ikt hiUrrst in Sclimber at a '-etlled rale in 
tbrci*, per rent consols and Itniiiinable unnniiiea — for every 
(d Rchreiber re<-ei\iii^ a of ho many tlioUNind 
])i'Tiiuls, paid down accordin^^ to tbe rate agreed on by tlie 
lawyers of the two piities ; or, strictly s|jeaki])g, quar~ 
on iMjtweeu the-advjjW foctiond ; 'for. it was 

liard to elfect upon any 'point ' . The deadly fear which Imd 
been breathed into hiia by Mrfe* SAreiber^s swdo of expendi- 
ture in a Park I^n© jjroved her most Bahitary ally. 

(^)(Tced by tbis horrid vision, Schreiber consented (wliicli 
fdfie he never would have dolie)‘tb grant hep an allow anw, 
for life, of about two thousand per ah^uin. Could that be 
riH'kouod an anodyne for , the toohnsSt 'counected w'lih u 
eouivc of Sohreiber # 1 ]^tend to no opinion, 

Such were the foefo: and exaeSy at this point in ln»r 
career had Mrs. Schreiber arrived, when, once nioie, (’oloiicl 
Watson and General Smitli were visiting England, mid for 
iJie last time, on the errand of Rettling penmineully souk* 
mntaUo establishment for Uieir two infant daughters. Tlio 
superintendence of this they desired to d6volve iijioTi soni'* 
lady, qualified by licr manners and her connexions for in 
troducing the young ladies, when old enough, into pvncr.iJ 
society. ’ bIi&.-Schi¥iTwu !5bc vety person required. 
Intellectually she had nd great pretensions ; but these she 
did not need : her charAptej vras invjiru'iili.ibb , her manucis 
wm polished, and her owU fncoine plwd her far above all 
mercenary temptations. Slie had not thought fit to accept 
thu station of Colonel Watsorfs but some un.ivf.wcd 

tceliug prompted her to undertake . with enthiiHasm iJic 
duties qf a mother' to the Oohmel^a daughter. ( Imdly on 
Miss Watson’s acootiiiLt'it wiw'at.&tt that she extended her 
maternal cares to General 8m^*s daughter ; hut, very soon, 
so sweet and winning was Ihe dfi^^oaltloA of Miss Smith that 
Mrs. Schrcillpr apparently Ij^Fud wr tim best 

Both, Jiowever, apjjeazeA nnd^'a eombination of cirniTn- 
stancfcs lofi hingulatly n^mafiticto'Tafil of creatim^ an iiibiest 
that was universal Both were ablitarr ch ildrcn, uncMlenged 
by any relatives. Neither had ever known wliat it wm to 
Uiste of love, paternal or maternal. Their mothers hotl been 
VOL. I ^ ^ 
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loiig tlead — iioi. t•oll^c•^ou^ly seen l>y either , .hj*! their iUthers, 
not survivin'' their last deparinro troni home iong cii(»Ui;L to 
see them uguin, ihed before retunnug from India. What a 
^vorlil of debolatiuu seemed to exist tor theju ! lluw siieut 
was every liall into wfaieh, by natural rights they should 
have had entrance!^ Seveml peoplo^ kind, cordial 
juenrand ivere 6(»^ttered that, during' 

their days of infancy, would '^ve di^hted to receive them ; 
but, h,\ ^i»Juo fa^-ality, when tlieyramhed their fifU'cnth u'ur, 
aii<] in:glit hit\o been deeiued owd '.‘ijough ti undertake vnits, 
all of tlim- piirnial liieuda,' except two, laid died ; nor had 
they, hv thai liuic, an^ n'latlvcs at all tliat renvaiiicd alive, or 
were ( ligible me usMOt^ioe.^ jududj, was the contrast 

belwci'u the jtileuc jMut <4 their livi# aiia" that populous 
futim to whieh Uieirlmge foiiunce would probably introduce 
them. Till' *w o]>en a dour in the ro.ir ilmt sbcmld lay buie the 
long vista of chambeis through which liieir childhood might 
syiiiboUcally be represented aa having travelled, — vi'bat 
silence I'-vviiat solemn solitude ! Ojiou a door in advance 
that bhould do the same figurative office for tin* fntui'e — 
suddenly what a jubilation! what a tumujit of festal greetings ' 
But the succeeding stages of life ilid uot,,pwhaps, in cither 
caso, fully correspond to the oaxly promise. Bank and station 
tlie two young ladies attoii^ed i but rank and statical di> not 
aKav'H throw people npon.protiiinent stages of action oi 
d]*-|i1.i\ . .‘t .'iiinily, xin«!>easihg liotli laiik <iud v\i .«1tb, and 

ni l 111 ) Ibiiiig.ihhu.l paiMbly^'by^ ualunil eii>l>i\vnii-niri of un 
orih'i' filtnl fur brJl|jint'..poxinWIty, iP-vur cuiergc from 
obb>Mirily, ur not into any ; splendour thal Ciiu be called 
nai^mil ; mimetiDu*:^ jperlmps, from a teiiijH'i' unfitted for 
\v<itd|> SI juggles iu the he^' vf j*o«sl.>>ly from 

a h.iM';ht.y, piWiily a arts, haUi'd 

(•!' petty Thvtoric, petty can- 

v.i-^'iiig trii'ks; or ncriflenU of 

ill lurk ba^'o of siucesB due 

to the merits of u hasty sidf- 

surn-odar to inqiulm. dlT Ihit, more 

friHfiiautly than any otlmr^iaonK, I fancy ilnif iiuj •alienee of 
till- lung strHunlo required for any dJ-iiu^ui.-liod success 
interferes to Uiin the ranks of compctilorb for the prLscs of 
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public j)Lm1nti(>]«. Peiwvoruiico is fw>ou refrigerated in t!u»he 
who f.iU btu k under any result^ defeated ornut defeatc'd, U[k»ii 
s]di ndidinauBiCiiifi and luxuries of ev'eiy kind, already far beyond 
tliuir needs or their ivishoB. Thg goldiet described by tin. 
Konian mtiiist as one who had fiirr*l'i!s piir.-e was likely 
.Mioiigli, iinitct the despoTation. of liis misfortune^ to sec 
41 ut lung foriuidable in any obstacle that crossed his patli 
towaids another supplementary piifSe ; whilst the very same 
olislacle might reasonably alarm one who^ in retreating, fell 
back under the battlements of twenty thousand per annum, 
in the piesent case^ there was nothing at all to move wonder 
in the hmil result mudet so cui^tiimal a siege of teuiplatjon 
from the seductions of voluptuous eascNC th(^ only wonder ih, 
that one of the young lotlios — vi/., MIa-^ Waisou, wIio-m; 
mind was masculine, und in soute dircciionb aBjnring— blmnld 
s(j reiidily have acq^uiesced lu a result whidi she might have 
anticipated from the beginning. 

Happy was the childhxx^ liax>py the early dawn oi 
womanhoudj which these two young ladles passecl under the 
guardfimship of Mrs. Sehreiber. Educutioji in thope dii>> 
WHS not the austere old lady that she is now. At least, jn 
the cjise of young ladies, her exactions were merciful and 
considerate. If Miss Smith sang pretty well, and 
AVatson vnry well, and with the power of singing diflii ult 
jHvl music at sight, they did so for the stuiie reafon that the 
Lu'k sings, and chiefly under the same gentle tuition — tluit 
of nature, glad almighty inatore, brejlithing inspiratiim from 
hf!’ Helphic tripod of happiness, and health, and hopi\ Mis 
hroibfi T pretended to no intelloctiuil gifts whatever, and 
practically, she was wises' than 'many who have the 
greatest* First of aU other tAA;s which 'she imiHised upon 
her wardi, was that of daily and cxen'w carried to 

e^rress. She incjlstcd ttpoiL' jour hotm’ exercise daily.; and, a? 
yuung'liidies ualk J^U'havu. ylcddod, ui the rule 

of 3 j mib'i |H'r hour,: iS t(ut only 2} hours were 

given tfi valkiius; 'the,lwtir:*I^ to ridiiig. " No day wan a 
day of re-* ■ alMolulely-hoDft Days ^ ^tll^^Iy that they 
thi\m>jinjLoJ^^ng4t,’' snow tli*' luniii -i, winds the 
most fraiiiic, weiv never listened toosaiiA gri'uml I'f reprieve 
from the ordinary exaction. I once knew (that is, not 
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])i*rBoijallyi for 1 uevor saw li«i, Iml tlie reports of 

lier many fii^QiIs) an intrepid l^dy,* livinj* in the city of 
London (t>,, techinally the «Vy, ;is opposed ti» Wostmiu^tiT, 
Mary-lc^bona^ & 1 O,), who made a point of turning out Inn* 
new-liuj'ii m&nts for a pretty long ainiig even on the day of 
tl.cir birth. It made no difference to her whetlier the month 
were J uly or January ; gocid undenmble air jto be had in eitber 
nipntih. Once only she yras ^ffled> and most indigmiut it 
Tiiiulc her, beoanse the little thing chose to be bom at half* 
past nino p.m.; bo that, by the time Jts toilet was finished, 
bonnet and olook all properly adjusted; the watchman ivns 
emailing, '^Past elevjenj[ (Snd a cloudy night"; n]Hni which, 
most relucUntly* sbieif^ obliged .to ec>untcrmand the onlers 
for that da/s fexereiBe, and bo^AmA herself, like tlio 
Kmnerpr Titua^ to hare lost a day. >' Bnt what came of the 
IjfSSon*lady*a or of SchiVjly^P Spartan di«cipline t 
Did the little liliiid kilttUA of Orau'idnrfvh Hrreet, who were 
ordered by their Penthesil&vu mamma, on the very day of 
tlunr nativity, to face tlie most cruel winds — did they, or did 
51 rs. Schrciber*s wards, justify, iu after life, .this* fierce 
discipline by commensurate results of hbediness ? In words 
written beyond all doubt by Shakspeate, though not 
gonendly recognised as his, it might have been said to any 
oU(‘ of this Ainasonian brood : — 

** Now mild may be thy life ; 

For a more blusfroos birtli had, never ba1>e. 

Quiet ami gentle be texopemtare ; 

For thou’rt the nidelxest weleotted to ITiis world 
That o'er was woman's ^d. Happy bo the sequel ; 

Thou hast as chtding a nativity • 

As fire, air, water, aartiif aad beam etn fuake, 

To herald thaa dnksafw i Ad lilt 

' » • ** -I • 

Ah *to the city kitieiL«» t that .the tn^alincui pros- 

: but the mail who report^ Bijt added that b\ original 
.^institution they went oa atraDg us dmy -liorst>:« ; and 

1 II I Tfnnpinbpr'rigiitlya aome^ueeniiint is given of lliis iiala^stiic 
]a>1y nnd her ati,ni Pdi!«ln^unasticR.-hi a «*1o\vr bii«>]{ o!' li'.iiseliokl 
uitiiUcitta and singeiry mmr ctfrumstances of Inevitable scrloKion 
from professional aid, written about the year 1820-23, by Mr. Hailuu, 
a surgeon of London, 
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flius, i^ler all, th*iy iimy sinij)ly illiisitraie the old Ifijijipjil 
thriain aMcriUvi to soiao mudical man — tliat tin* reiiHuii wliy 
Loiidoti tliildiv-Ti of Iho weiiltliiur clas-sefl are iioliceablt* cwn 
to a ]ii(>\cr]) for tJicir iv)1jimLuehS and bloom, i8 behuiBCi nojn* 
but who are already MgoronB to excean, and who shirt 
with advantages of health ikr beyond the average scale, have 
•inucli chance of surviving that moat searching (quarantine 
whiclx m such ^ an atmosphere the;^ are summoned to w'eathcr 
at atarting. Coming, ^however, to the special case of Mm 
Schreiber’a household, I am hound to report, that in no 
instance have I Idfiowh yoioitg ladies so thoroughly stet led 
against all the ordinary host of petty, maladies which, by 
way of autitheaxB to the capU^ mrf^tof dangerous com- 
plaints, might be called the nteid^ ; ixiflncii/.i, for 

instance, in milder fcoms, catarrhs headache, toothache, 
dy8]>epsy in transitory shapes, &c. Always the spirits of 
the two girls were exuberant ; the enjoyment of life sieinod 
to be intense, and never did 1 know either of them to suffer 
fi'oiu ennui. My conscious knowdedge of them commenced 
when? I was about two years old, they being from ten to 

^ For myself, ineadtizno, T am iai from afi<(eiiting to all the roiiiautu' 
abuse applied to the sewerage aud the churchyards of Loiidou, and 
even more violently to the river Thames. As a tidal river, even ]>eyo»d 
the inetmpohtan bridges, the Thames undoubtedly does much iui^tiiils 
I'hMiising the atxnoai^herc, whatever may he tlia coudif urn of its waters 
And ntus most erroneous postulate thm la from which the Tunes " 
starts m all its aigunients — li*. this, tho*. the Thames to ho 

eviJi a vast sewer, lu riiort, the clmca r •: J^onrlon, theiu is lu 

Dial oiraugement of things any i-il iv[in>u}j a].]-lving to oux inigliiy 
F.bc>rish capital. On the oontrary, ail great that ever wen* 

founded have sought out, as their tot aiml elcmentiiry cnudilioii, the 
adjai'ency of some great oleausing river,'. Xu the long process of 
dovelnpmo&t through Which dries’ pass, eomxhezoe sod other fuxiofious 
(if < irif^utliui eorae to uwp Upon the earlier ftmetions of stt<'h rivers, 
and v.iiiuliifea (tlimu^h uicrwimig etTorts ot lurarinu.s xafinbrneut) way 
fiiTnc flit ic'lv to ahioft ihsm. But. in the Isfiuicy of every neat city, 
i:,i fiiLnlou for which siba looks tuhdniycr m t^at of piirifica- 
tii.M. K- Ifi'Mi my huge ofiMUtt, sigrs inftnt Babylon to the Euphrates 
V i,.i \ ineviih tO ilia f says infanl Uonii. to the Tibet. So 
tun- ill'll i> I rmch frciUi any spec a 1 appli> .itloii to Iiniulon. 

Ili* jlj '.••c uuahvWifflo ; In timny ci^'Ul£Hl.'UlCl'S it is stdnbrioiis, os 
a counter agent to worse luQueoces, Even fcewsgo m chiefly iu.*(ulu- 
hnons from its moisture, and net, hi any degree yet demonstrated, 
from its odoui. 
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twelve ye.ir'< oliler. Miw. Schreil'or had been amongst my 
mother’s eiulie.4 fi'iends as Mrs. Harvey, and in days when 
lay motlier liad opportunities of doing her seasonable servic'es. 
Ajitl ns th**re wei'C three special advantages whicli adoniffl 
my miitht'r, and which ranked in Mrs. Schrcilicr’s osliniatr 
:is the higliost wWdi earth conhl eliow — vis. : 1“, that she 
ctpoJke and wrote English with idttgular elegance ; 2**, tliat 
licr manners wete eminently pulish^l ; and 3^ that, even in 
t]]at early stage' of my m&th^s Ufe^ a certain tone ol rcligi- 
nsily and even of ^tic devotbn; a^eady diffused as a 
luminous mist that 'toT«w ' iS^ .colouring of her 

moraliiv. To this extent MiaT 3clmi»w a]i|vrbved of reli- 
gion ; h ut npt ln n^ fif ji 8 <fetarianca^ she have tolerated; 
nor ha<J the* anyiliing^of tSat nature to a}i|ireheiid from my 
iiiothfT. Viewing iny mother, therefore, a pure model ol' 
ail English matron, aiid {eellug for htr, btoides, a dbe]>eF 
sentiment of friendship and affection than for anybody else 
oil her visiting list, it was natunil enough that she should 
(’OHIO with her wards cm an dnnnal visit to *'The Farm ” (a 
pretty lustic dwelling occupied by my father in tlio fteigh- 
liuuihood of jjdaucliester), and subsequently (when fkat arosf) 
to Ginenhuy.^ As my &ther always retain^ a town-house 

^ 0 * 7 tienhay '*/ — As thin name might* under a false laterpretatiou, 
RrcDj nhsnrd as iticln linjr ln''ongruons elfimenis, I oaght, iu juKtiiice- 
tiou of my mother, wlm duii'^d the luime, li.i\o mentioned that hay 
WiiH meant for tlie did tVighshworAftlvrKcil from the old French wort! 
1, ■ 1 a.mta] Oonv^tidnally, a hay or hair was 

*• ,• -I .M" i!.« in a ciraCtr^;hoase'WtthUi a verdant ring-fenoe, 
]lllr•'>^»l-r th.Mi a park; which word park, in .Scotch !■<>«•, jiicans any 
till \Lliafine*, though not twulvii fvct mfiian* ; hiif ri English 
II •• ^ "IK,. s-« iSptttiii Bom. wagor abemt Oullodeii |Mik , means uii 

hypqnarr nifle^ and Asoally aof iiiiifi'dcto wiuit 

larnilmw, mihns tciHhlted'Tiy deer. By the way* it is 
.1 -P .".ildT illu ilTiition of 'a tsict Ulttiti&toA 'to Vny or nflier every 
111 >.11 Ml,, of tins ga idmul jiussesses of 

IhmlMid 1 h.it, vithto 1 saw in the 

‘-trniV.iafril Ijundoai, ]Vuwa*' an iilbab'HBiitthiijii that Ibv i« d deer w.^s 
lOiknvAii in EugrJvnd.' Whetm^ If l)n vpftr had rnr lu>'n at the 
TiK'l'oh lakes dnniig tin hunting seBiS(H^ 4 |ii might hai-e is it actually 
IniMi'd ovpr JUai'finih'lu Furest and Its Hi, auiti'i, in Devou- 

ainl CiibWHil, ov*t J),iTtiiiu ir, lie., and, ^ hi-lii^-*, k. in my other 
. i> i'lfiiijh narriiV iag a«< ii en*-,, . 'J’he aTiter 

iH H|iial 1 y wroiig in suppostog Ihe prevaiiing deer of unr parks ti* he 
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in Miiiiclu'Ster (sonicwlniru iii I'onnUiu Stiwt) —ainl, 
a plain, unpretomliii^ luau, wcu literary io the ixteut nf 
having written a hook^ — all things were so an-auged that 
tiu n; waa no possibility oi any commercial memeutees ever 
pciietTfiling to the rural rctioat of biS &m.ily ; such nieinen- 
tni'4, j mean, as, by reviving painful recollections of that 
,nin'u»nt Sohreiher who was*- or ought *to ho by this time 
extinct, would natural^ Wodiotis and'dietressing. Here, 
thefefore, liberated from all .JeflCuay overlooking oye^^, 
Huch 08 haunted peiEkmk' of tkeiv expectations at Brigliton, 
Weymouth, Sidmonih^ of '&itih,' lilies Smith and hfiss WafHon 
u«>eil to flurrender wlthtmt r^traint to their ghid 

ununal impulses of giru4i nai<^ty, like tim f-iwiK (if antelopes 
when suddenly Imnafem*! fromti,;or-liiiiiniedthi'kcu to ihe 
serene preBorves of seoludcd nijahs. On ^e&e vUit& it wiif> 
that J, as a young p^t wboj^jS^ey parried^, about .like a doll 
fnan my sopond to 'my Sl^th or ninth yeiir, teamed to know 
them, BO as to lake a fraternal interest in the Ruccoediui* 
periods of their lives. Theii* fathers I certainly, had imt 
seen f nof had they, consdouslyi Ihese two fathers must 
Iwth have dieil hi^lndia, before my huiuiriVs hud 1o 

travel in that direction. Bxit» as old acquamtanees of iiiv 
mother's, both ha*l y'ritcsl The Farm before I was bom ; ami 
about Ocnenil Smith, hi pirtieular, there had survived 
mnongst tho eervante a remembinnce which seeniofl to us 
is, to them and to notjacdO ludicrously awful, though at 
that time the practice was, 'common Ihieiiidsont our Indian 
]uissesBioiiB. He hada'HtndoO .^rviiiit w ith l.ini ; ami Huh 
servant every night stitched hhniself along the “sill/' or 
outer threshold of the door; so that he 7aujht have b^^en 
tcoddeii on by the Qeneral ^en ^^Cftiring to rest ; and fiom 
this it was but a Wp' hL^Xiivance to Cay that he 

VHM troibbn oil. Upon which besui niuTiy other wonders 
were nalmidly icared/ ' Mi««r Smith's father therefore fur- 
iiisled iiurti'i' fur a'lkQt very amidde tiadillon; but Miss 

the 7 •' dioi. are known. It dwr that 

.« \j jii- ;!« oiir J^nika.. Bed deej ww flI*o f ii::d at*BtenlM'im in 
• I , v!p II i* wa? visitel by Dr. u* may be eecn m 

“ Boswell,” 

1 See ante, pp. 21, 22, and foci note there, — M, 



360 


AUTOBIOCIIIAPHY 


t^iiith lieTself was the Bivee^strienixieml ami the lovelit»<it oi 
' girlsj ami the mast tlionjughlj Engheh m the style of her 
beauty. Fur ditfereiit every way was -Wal aon, In 
|>er8oii blie M’oa a tiiiifahed beauty of the very liigheht. pivtcu- 
mons, :«U(1 gcnmlly recognised 41 b aucli : that is to say, her 
ii^ore was hue and queenly ; her features were exqiusittdv 
cut, os regarded their forms and the con'espondences of their 
pails ; and usually by aiiasU her face was said to bo 0]^c3an. 
Fcrliaps the nostril^ xnoufti, and foraheod might be so ; but 
nothing could be lew Qveeian« ox more eccentric in form and 
piisition^ than the eyes. >Th^ .wefls'-'jploeed obliquely, in a 
nay that 1 do not,reni^ber .to' have .'8een.yepeated iu any 
other face whatever. JQaigc l^y faxA paiticulorly long, 
tending to an almond sbapo equally, strange, in fact, on t» 
(‘(iluur, shape* and position : but the lemarhable position of 
these eyes would have: absorbed your gaze to the oUiteratiou 
uf all other features or peculiarities iu the face, were it not 
for one other evenMUore remarkable distinction affecting her 
complexion : this lay in a suffusion Uuit muntlod upon her 
cheeks, of a colour amounting almost to caimina , Pefliajrs 
it might be no more than what Pindar im^nt by the iropi/o'*- 
ptov iptiro^^ which Omy has folflclyi translated as 
“ the bloom of young desire, and ruAPLs light of love.*' Ii 
was not unpleasing, and gave a .lustre to the eyes, but it 
added^ the eccentricity of the face i and by all strangers it 

^ FaMjff because is^y, j^erhaps, means in the Greek 

nat* what we mean propttly "kypiapU and coM not mean it m the 
}*iudanc pAssoge ) nm<h cucber it usBOtee sdmc shade of m»w«iw, or 
else of pvuwui, or blood.ii«(t Gibbcm wn newer more mistaken than 
when ho argued that ell tbs endless dwpirt%l^ about the of 

the aunwnts might have been evodecl by attsSdfoK if* ^^eck dewg- 
iisition- oo 1 ourf*d; ntice* H-jidlir, porjihjiy hi always 

of the '.tii.. p'lloiii Kot at III* Ppsrphyry, I Iibvp hoaiM, runs 
throu(*i| .IS PngH a cuiiiiit fhips ai mmk: but if Ihi-* ^h ild he an 
exaggi'iiiti'^n, .it all ovente porphyM-.Ja Mr from being i-oboehro- 
matic H< (libh, '.11*11 urgument would; presuae, .'fho fralli solonrs 
were «<« l-ioiely and lafitudinsrially distliilhtWiid* by tii n>ik 8 and 
Komaris m d<sirreM ijf aifimly and consangRiahy svp weiw.iii-i- Mv 
soii-fw-A/##*, wys n w.iinnm ««»d she inesns ny alrp-mn' J/j mnsifi, 
she say. anil she mevui any iiasle ralatifuidiip in thi* wide, wide 
wwld. -Vi^s nfrtiMf wiys a 'FmiJi wilter, fniJ nt-ii,, - not our 
tiejfheipg, inti our ^{tiukhdldren, or more geueinlly our desoendanU. 
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was prj'-'.nmcd t > 1 »p an nrUiirial colour, rcsiiltinj;; fi-orn Minv^ 
mitdo of applying a preparation more brilliant than roo^f 
J^ut to ns ch]l(lro7i, so consUntlj; aclnutted to her toilet, it 
was well kTt(>wn to be entirely uatafa.1. (h'Di'mll} .-iMiik n:-, 
it IP not likely to assist tbo effect of a young woman’s ehsirms, 
that »-]ie presents any such variety Style of eouitlenance 
AS could xmturally be cidl^' ecMt Bui Watson, by the 
sc»mewbat scenical e&ct resulting from the ^mony between 
her tine figure and ha(r eoont&aUjQe, tt^mphed over all 
that might else have been '^ugbt a blemuh : and when she 
was presented at eotirt on of hist i^iardage, the king 

himself pronounced htf, to friends of Jitis* Sohreiber, tho 
most splendid of all tha brides that bad yet given Instre to 
his reign. In such cases tha jad^ients of rustic u&iliscipl ined 
tHi^tes, though luai'ked by narrowness, aivd often by ju\u1uii- 
lary obeihence to vulgar ide^" (which, for insbinee, makf^s 
them insensible to all the deep sanctities of beauty that sle(*p 
amongst tlie Italian varieties of the Madonna face), is not 
without its appropriate truth'. Servants and rusticft all 
f hnllM in sympathy with the sweet Engh^^ lovelineps of 
Smith: but 9II alike acknowled|:;e<l whli 
l^ks of bonuige the fine presence and finished beauty of 
Miss Watson. Naturally, from tho splendour with winch 
they were surrounded, and Ihe notori^y of their great (>x- 
])ectatjous — so mudi to dazzle in one direction, and, tin* 
other h.and, something for as tender a sentimont as p^, in 
the fact of both from so early an age having Inien united in 
the calamity of orphanage— go where they might, tliesfi voiiiig 
women drew all eyes upon themselves; and, from the auiiihU 
comparisons sometimes made between, them, it might be 
imagined that, if ever there were a sitiuitlon fitted to nourish 
rivaLhip and jealoni^ betyve^n two girls, bore it might be 
anticipatcil in daily operatibh, , to themselves, the 

yiMriiiiigH of the female heart tend mituxaUj towanls wlmt is 
iichlf- ; Hii<l, inilm 'wlieiPe it has beep trM too heavily by 
aititici.d irichcnicnte’apldiejil to tho pride, I do not liclicie 
that wttiucn gt'iicraljy disno sed In any unfricinlly jealousy 
olVvii b. '.'Uir. Why ^lonVa they J Almost every woman, 
when strengthened in those diarms which nature has given 
tu her by such as she can in many ways give to herself, must 
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feel that sho lias ]n-»r own separate domain of empire, unatTeelod 
hy the most bovereign boanty upon oartli. Every inau that 
ever exiatcil lias proULbly his own peculiar talent (if only it 
were detected), in which he would be foiuid to excel all 11i(> 
ri'St of his race, jje ove^ female fare poasessing any 

ailra'*i<<n«> at all, ao mailer what mar be her general in- 
ferior iiy, there lurks soma 'eecrr-t X'bculiarity of expression — « 
some niesTACtic Indi^duoUty— winch ir \alid within its 
narrower limKvd'sbx^mtyLprer the supreme nf 

bciittties within a lutaw 'drchs -It* it uiiinti'lb'jipbly, but, 
niesmorically jmCent,'. this "sceiM :f&iaitiuu attached to* 
foatun-s oMartioseA pl^n ; and, as one of 

many pa**e8 wi4!rf inv Vra of |twjii\p experit-nre, I 
remcniUT, in eonflitaatiSmij at ihit nioipiPiit. that in a clurgy- 
mar*-^ family, eoiintihg three daughlew, all on a visit to niy 

inoth*'r, the yemngrist, Misa F ^ )»— , whu was strikingly 

and iii'^rnoinbly plain. nc-MW walked nut i n ilu* Clifton Downs 
unatti'udcd, but she aas followed lu^in*- h\ ,i crowd of Aduiir- 
ing mt.ij. .luxious to lu&ru hi-r rank auif iibo'le ; whilst the 
middle sister, eminendy handsonie, Icviud no BUjch ^mNe 
Inbuto of ' admiration on the public. I njeiition this Cad — 
one of a thousand aimilwr fiictfr— simply by way of reminding 
the reader of what he must himaeJf have often witnesseil, 
viz., thut no woman i? ^condemned by" hature to any ignobli^ 
necemfey of repiiii^ ths power of other women ; her 

oum'TOay be pit more'icSinfth^, but wathin its own ciwle 
jjiay posfliWy, tacirored of the haughtiest beauty, 

be the profoundetf: waiving the question thus 

generally put here, ^ us it Hpecially affected these two 
young women tliat '.lSrtually were any question of 

pwcodencj- in ]v#wer or dis]/lAv, wheh brought into ^a^llision 
with sisterly ali'i « tiun, had not a Ru'^eDUTy existrnoe. Each 
soon iSMlnTi.hni proofs of power In jtlract suitors 

\vithout end ; ami, iuv Iho mrtcljf less, Ihni was felt to 

be a maltiT of accutent^ Nevcr'oif.lju earth, I jiu satisfied, 
/did that pure B«storly lot® lB:oatl|^*a mitite' etcady iimpimtion 
"than now into the hearts and* tJuS^l^di' Ihc acts of those tw^o 
,;generoua girl»: noil her was thfere any sacritii*} which either 
would have n-fiwl tv ovfur the ^/thor.* Tlu- p. however, 
was now rapidly BhOrtenitig duimg whkh UUey would have 



LAXTON, NOimfAMKTONSHlRIO llfi'j 

any op]uortiinity for teebfying this reciprocal lovo. Suitor® 
wei'e flocking aroitnd them, ab rank us comuorantH m a Bioriii 
The grim oJd (Stancellor (one^ if uut both, of tlie young larliCK 
having been a ward in Chancery) had all hin legal jealouBien 
awakened on tlieir belialf. The';worabipl‘uI Mler of tidren- 
tiuera M\(lforttme-^tnnfar», at that Imported from 

Ireland, as in timo4 fiiure rocf nt from (Icmiain and otheu' 
iiMii'.'taehi/id parte of tho ContfaKoit, Gohld' not livo under 
iJiti raking tire of Mis, i^hreiber, on the one side, with her 
female tact and her kn^w-ledge of life, ami of the ( ^hancelloi*, 
with his huge discn'tfonal power, on the other. Tliat pai ti- 
tular (hiinccllnr W'liom the chT«)uology of Hie cw brought 
cliLofly into connexion 'Witli Misa Waf son's inll:^•dS w'ua (if 
my childish remeiiibram-i*s do not grratly mvlea>l me) the 
ipieund Lord. Lovors and wooei-s this giim lawyer 

icgurdcd as the itiiperluimit cinlor of aniiriitl^in nni- 
versal zoology ; and of these, in Hiss Watsem^s caF.e, he hnd 
a whole menagerie to tendi^ t*enelo][)e, dc^rding to some 
schoolboy remembrance of mine, hod 118 snitocB, These 
yuniig* ladies had almost os many. Havens * 
of Coijius to follow jjr to lead. And what a suitiuDlo person 
WM tills tnicnlcnt old lord on the woolsack to enact the }>ait 
of shephei'l — Oorydon, suppose, or AlpJ ^mbom a — to tliis 
goodly set of lambs ! How he mnst hav^ admired the hero 
of the “ Odysi^y,^* who in one way or other 'aCCDuiiied nil 
llie wooers that somed ” upon Ids house, and had a xi^tpr 
for their bodies from the grawdiggi-r d ^thae a ! But even 
Ibis wily descendant of ffis yphi tf wouloTSave found it no 
smh easy matter to deal Witn the Edgl&h suitors, wh(» wen- 
nut the feeble voluptuaries of the Ionian Iltlands, tliut suiTered 
llicniselie-^ tn be bntrhcr^d sfl unresistingly as sheep in the 
sbtvruble-«, ivAiiiillv •'liLTiding at ono end of a 1 room 

to be shot u1 uith biiw> ah^ofrawi^.iioi having pluck eimuxl- 
to make a rii-ii, but were men ; all young, strong, ricli, 
and in niftet CH-ies fcchnicairy "VmlJc " ; all, Insides, coTitoi'dniL' 
for one or ntl.ur of a thnueand tinie-i li-'i.-i 

to inspi?*" niiiiantic ardohr.than the. poor vritheied Pcii»*l«»po. 

One, b\ ilie way, aniongat thc^t suiliiW (I siwak uMhose 
who addii‘''^i.il Ml"- Wni-scui) meriis a -» iiarate commemom- 
tion, as having drawn from Shcriilan his veiy ha]>pic«t tn^ 
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jiinl an im2*^arn]itH that was really Bnoh — (the 
rarest nf all tilings from SheriHan). This WJis lio rcl l^elgi avi!! 
eldest M>n ol Lord Orosvenor, then an earl, hut at £oiii*> 
])eriod, l<tiig sabset^neut to this, raised to the iiiar«tui.salo of 
Wostminster — a title naturally anggesting iu itself a con- 
jHMon with the vaat, Gwvenpr prupoi-ty, sweeping aciws 
i!ic whole area of that monlaristcicratic region in Uie metropolis 
iiow CtiLltnl vrliieh was then a name unknown ; and 

Ini'! Hesperiau region ha?l as yei no andiitectural value, ainl 
roTiBcqiiuiitlj no gnuuid-raut vaioe, siinjdy Itecansc the world 
Ilf fu'^lnon wd distinction had Ht* yet nut expanded itself in 
iluiE din:eti(iin 1 a those ilayii tiie territoria] importance of 
ihi^ gtunl liouiie^Mibd exclusively upon its connexion with 
;lii* roiinty of Cliuater. ' Tu this connexion it was that the 
young Yiscoimt Bdgl^ve had been introduced, by bis fuiuily 
interest, into ^he Bouse pf Oononons ; he had deliveml his 
maideu speeoibt vrftb floxpe eil^t ; and hod been heard favour- 
ably on various' Bujbaequent oceasions; on one of which it 
was that, to the extreme surprise of the House, he termi- 
nated his speech with' a ' passage from Demostbenoa — not 
presented in Englisli, but in sounding ^ttic Oieck. Latin 
18 a pn tilled dialed in Parliament But Greek ! It 
would not have been at all more stattbug to the usages of 
the House, had his ]on|Bhip quoted Per»ic or Tcdinga. Still, 
though felt as aomething vetiging on the ridiculous, there 
w'ds an indulgent feeling to a young man fresh from acculemic 
bowers, which would not have protected a mature man of 
the world. Everybody bit his lips, and as yet did not laugh 
But the final issue stood on the edge of a razor. A gas, an 
inflammable atmofiphere, was' trembling Bynipatbetically 
through the wholA 'exdted ai^dience ; ail , depended on a 
match being applied tO lytofo yet in the very act of 

escaping, l^epest siien<ie ; and bad any com- 
monplace member risen to jBtonse in an ordinary 

business key, all would have Over. Unhappily for 

Lord Bblgrave, in that critical up rose the one 
solitary man — ^to wit, Stieridan-^^^hoee look, whose voit*e, 
whose^tniditioual- oharacter, feHnoSi a prologue to what was 
coming. lien let the reader undefetond that, throughout tlie 
Iliad,** all speeches or commands, questions or answers, ate 
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introduced by ILunor under Kome-iH'culiui ftjniiul.'i 
inistance, niplies arc usually intr'Kluccil thus : -- 

“2lvf him. an9icerint/ thus address d (he sitveienjn. At/anieinnon *^ ; 
or, ill Hoiiorous Greek ; — 

** Ton rV apameibomenop pro«q^4 Ivelib Al^ainemnos '* ; 

* * •' i ^ . 

nr, ap:ain, aeeonling to ihc cizcumstancoe : — ' 

“ U\it him fltornly surv^Sm: tttltited the Arhillf ■« ; 

“ Ton d’ ar^, upodra idon, jprbsdphA podae ohpe AoJuUewi." 

Tints being promised, laid tFifit every one of the audieuce, 
thtmgli pretending to. no Grieek, yet fiom his schocdboy 
reiuciitbrances was as well ncq^inted^with tbe^ formuh^ hh 
willi the scnptural fermula ^ Perfly, emly, I eay unto you^ 
6cc., Sheridan, without needing to bre^ its force by ozidana- 
tiuns, Boleninly opened thus 

** Ttm d* apameihomenos ptoaejM jShendanioe hnos** 

Simpiy to have commenced his answer in Greek would liavi- 
suificienily met the comic expectation then thrilling the 
House ; 1>ut, when* it happened that this Greek (so suitable 
to the occasion) was also Ae one sole morsd of Greek that 
cveryboily in that assembly understood, the efibet, as may be 
suxiposed, was uverwheluiing, and wrapped the whole Hoim* 
ill what might be called a laughtQr^ 

Meantime, os x^nzes^n matim oniai lottery, and 
]tn/t'a in all bciises, both young ladieTwei^ soon earned r>fr. 
Miss Smith, whose expert atinns 1 never happened to liear 
estimated, married a great 'West India proprietor ; and 
WatsoT^ who (according to the popular lejport) would succeed 
to six thousand a year on her twenty-first birthday, married 
Lord Corbery. Miss Watson inherited also from her father 
something wliich would not generally be rated very highly — 
viz., a Chancery lawesSt^ the SsOBt India Company for 
defendant. However', if thS Company is a jiotent antagoniRt, 
thus far it js an eligibts Ona;, that, in the event of losing the 
suit, the Honourable Company is solvent ; and such an 
event, after some nine or ten yeore^ delay, did really befiill 
the CJpmpany. The question at issue respected some docks 
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Indian port Aiul in thy end tin** lawsmt, Ihoiij^li f*o many 
yyajn rloiihtful in ’tn if«Rue, proved very valuable tfi 
■\Vatson ; T have hwird (but cannot v'OUtili for it) not lefts 
valuable than that large part of her properly wliieh had been 
paid over without '^emur upon her twenty-first birtliduy. 
Ihith youugladie^,jp(^inied.)}iappi1y; bat in marriage they, 
i'l.nnil their wparaiibn,' and *in that Reparation a shoch to 
thojr daily ^mnfort which' wto never* replaced to either. As 
to Smith’s husband, I diu not know him; but Lord 
t'ailiery was emy WSy aa.estis&tblf' man ; iu some thingft 
worthy of admi^Oi^; aiu^hiB wife never ceased to 
and adiniiti hiiiL But she the society of her 

i u L) li'iend ; andf, this'Ccing plai'cd out of her reacli by tho 
Li'cMdi ijt.*> of life, she fell early into a Hoii of disgust with lior 
own advantages of wealth and station, wdiich, promising so 
much, were found able to perform muhing at all in this firt-i 
and lost desire of her heart. A portr.ut of licr friend hung 
in the ; bdl Lady Catbery did not willingly 

answer flte ^tiestioua" that were, sometimes prompted Vy its 
^ extratirdinaxy loveHnesa * llim are wpmen t(; ivhom a 
I female friendship is indispensable, and cannot be Hii]>pliud liy 
, any companion of the'olhar ^tar*. That blrr-siii'', therefore, of 
lier golden yuulh tamed e\i.iitiiii1ly into a curse foi* her 
after*lifp ; for. 1. Indleve that, iliionuh oti* accident or 
another, they nem met. after they became manied 
wtmieii. To mo,, os one of those who had known and loved 
Miss Hmitb, Lady Cegd^ory always tamed the more sunny 
hide of her nature ; tot u> the wrorild generally she pret^nted 
a rhilliri" and mmeifJbat fleyei^ a^ct — os to a vaftt illusion 
thii i • ;'il upon pillars of mockecy aud frauds. Honours, 
beauty of the first order, wealth, and t^e power which foUuvrs 
wealth as its shadow — wlut do ? what /tod they 

done ? In jUMpurlion ar ihc^: haid heavily upon her- 

Rclf, she had fojnd them to entail, a load i^f Jt^ponftilnlity; 
and those claiuii^ upon lusr nho hadlabDun'ri li; fulfil conftui- 
entioudy ; but else tlioy had only precipiuteil the rupture 
of such ties as had gh'cn hwertuess to her life. 
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Section TU. — Female S:iudents in Theologt 

li'ioin iLe iirbt, tlicreiuif, 1 ItHtl becu aware, on this viFjt 
to Liixtoii, that Wly CarboiyJ^l aiid was chamgiuf'. 

She IjLAd Lecunm rdiiglouR, ao X kn^w from my siatur’b 
lelter.s Ami, iu foci^ this^clnin go had-beon d ue.ji vj it‘*‘ mtiT- 
eoiirse niy ja 9% i g r. iiilfeffity, Jnsr prcinTifin'e iIjV- 

guht. witli the world wotdd ftt ai^ ruto Itave niade her enoli ; 
and, had any mcxle oij^o^tie Hfo existed' for X^iostantH, 1 
l»*dn*ve that she would this have eulerHc] it, siippoaiiig 
la>rd CarU-ryto have cons^ted, generally would 

ha\e slated the case most exro&.^visly ; umy would have said 
i^ho was sinkii^f into ^oof^ und^ 'xdigimiB iiifhientTs ; 
wherww the very contrary^ wos the iSrath— Viz., that, having 
biitik into gloomy diacoutoift with, life, and its xaiserahle pet- 
ronuances as contrasted wit(b promises, she sought 1*0111^ 
juid support to her wounded feelings from religion,! , 

Bit the change brought witli it a diffir'dt %iAl to mysidl 
She recoded, by natural temperamenl aij>L by lefmiim.Mt u( 
tiisto, fiMm all modcb of religious enthusLUBiQ. Tluilih I'-ii' 
is a large word, and in mopy casi'S T oould not go along witli 
hiii* ; but canti^ of all descriptions was odious to both of ii<^ 
alike. To ^tivate religious knowledge in an intellectual 
w.iy, bhe A cry well understood that she Inust study cliviint>. 
Aivl .shv relied upjon^me for assi^g^ her. Not that she 
in.i(le the mistukc of ascribing to me any knowledge ou that 
biihjett; Imt I could learn.; and whatsoevor f h/xJ learned, 
she knew, by exxicrieuoe^ that I could make ahimduuUy plain 
to her pnderstaiiduig. Wlierover I did not miderstinnl, L was 
far too sincere to dissembla that fact. Where I did under- 
stand, I could enable her to .understand. 

On the subject of tlvsdh^ it was not easy Imlecd for any- ; 
body, man or buy, tu bc.nioie ignorant than luyselt. My 
studieb in that field hod Ineu none at alk Nor was f In^ any 
subject for ivoudui, or (con^idi-rin.; my age) for Main". Ju 
reality, to make theohig}' inl-i a captivating slmly for the 
young, it must be traui^ted into conlroverrtid theology. 
And ,in what way could such a iM»lcmic intercftl he evoked 
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cxvfipt thriiU;<}i political. p.iriiHanHln|r/ Tail, hucli partiKiiiuhip 
conncctb ili-olt iialurnlly wth the irritability of &ecUiLL'iutii>^uij 
anil lint lilMo witli Hic iiinjeatic repose of u church such uh 
the Jlojuibli or the Anglican, fouiulcil upon the hroful baris 
of natiimal majorities, and sheltcreil from danger, or the 
sense of danger, by state protecdou. Dissenters stand upon 
another footing. -^The Dissenter the national chnich, 
wliether in or in France, is rejoinded by his own 

dibiinguiidiixig' ^/tbe historic btriiggles 

throiigh.wliicii those ofanlons hare travelled. The doctiiiicH 
which give to his own sect a peculiar denomination, are also 
those which incortl its hononi^lo 'pditfcal conilicts ; ho iliat 
his own connexion,' fhrou^ his niiigiouB br&thcr}iu.>d, with 
tho civil history of lils conntxy* furnishes a stain ling motive 
nf pride for some j^naintence more or loss with divinity ; 
since it is by dt»viafhig‘'psW|alIy, conscientiously, and at 
some periods dangerously, from the ebtablislied divinity, that 
his fathers have achieved their stadon in the great drama of 
the national ev^dution. 

Lut, whilsl^l WAS igiKirant of theology, as a ^reot and 
separate bmneh of ^tudy, tho points are so many at which 
theology and 'with endless casual 

and xnndom 'el^;gesd'ons'of "the sdf-prompted reason, diat 
inevitably ficom that moment in which I began to find 
a motive for directing my 'thoughts to this new subject, 1 
wanted not somdthiogio.say that might have 2 ierplexed an 
antagonist, or (in de&nlt of such a vicious associate) that 
might Lave amused a more especially a friend so pre- 
disposed to a high '^dinate of myself as Lady Corley. 
iSometimes I did more than amuse her : 1 startled her, and 1 
even startled myself, with distihcdoxis that to tlys hour 
strike me as profounddy just, and as undeniably novel. Two 
out of many 1 will here repeat; with the more confidence, 
that in these two i can ba'i&pe of, repeating the exact 
thoughts ; where^ in very many oilier casc% it would not be 
so certain that they might not, have been insensibly modified 
by crosB-ligbia or disturbing shadows from intervening speca- 
lations. 

1. Lady Oarbery one day told me that she could not see 
any reasonable ground ibr what is said of Christ, and else- 
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Avhoro of Joliii tlie liiiptiM, tliat lii» oponfil liis inis'^idu hy 
pmiclfini' “ if]H*nlanro.” Why “ r“pcTitKnce *' ? Why tiun, 
more than itl any utlu*r time ? lli'r rcafton for a(l<ire«n»nit' 
tJiiR iviiitiik to me w<iH, that Rhe fancied there might he suiue 
error in the traTuslation of the (^roek expressioii. I r('plii*d 
Uiiil, ni HIV opinion, there was; and that I had myself always 
^ lifi'H irritated by the 'entire irrelevance of the Kuglish woni, 
and by wnmlhin;' very like cant, on whiw the whole hurdun 
oJ the ]ai8bage is thro^iL How ^aa rt fny natural pivjiara- 
tjon for A vast bpirittml revolution, that men should first of 
all acknowledge any special duty of repentance? The 
i<-[u‘Ti1a]i(‘e, if any movement of that nature could intel- 
be supposed calleS fw, shpiild more nr-tiirally JuHmi. 
fii:eat^ reynlutiun — which, ns yet, both iii >* iirnr iple 
and m its purpose, was altogether mysterious — than luT.dd 
it, or ground it. In my opinion, the Greek word miliiuovt 
oi>m.*cnle<l a niobt profound meaning — a meaning of pro- 
<ligi<ma compas'i — which bore no allusion to any ideas 
w liaU‘\ er of ropi*utance. *The carried with it an em - 
]iluitk exjiressiou of its original idea^the idea of traiipfiu', 
of tmublation, of transformation; or,'if we'pmfer a Ga^ciiin 
to a Homan ij*i ? " i.&: the idea of a m^OfmoTphosin, Ami 
this itlea, to what is it apjdied ? ITpon what object vi 
this idea of epiritual transfiguration made to beat? Simply 
upuii the T^tic or intellectual faculty ~ the faculty of 
shaping and coTicciving things under their ^rne relatioiiK 
The holy lurald of Christ, and Chriat himself the finiaht^r 
of firophi'cy, mude priH.>lamati(in alike of the same mysteri- 
ous siiimiions, a»i a baptism or rite of initiation — Alcrct- 
I'uctTt. llencetorth trAnshgui*e your theoiy of mond truth ; 
the old Jlicctry is laid aside as infinitely iiisutncicnt ; a new 
and spiritual revelation is established. Metameite — con- 

template moT.d truth ns radiating fi'om a new centre : 
apprehend it under irDn'»rt,:*iiTPd robitioiK 

John the liaptiet like otiien eorliei propheis, delivered a 
message which, probably enough, he did not liiinsclf nioro 
than dimly understand, and neVer in its full compass of 
niedniiig. Olirist occupied another station.* h*ot only w*#is 
he the original Interpreter, but he was himself the Author — 
l'\>ninli*j’, at once, and Finisher — of that great transtiguratiuii 
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apjilied id ctlni'iS, wLn'^li aiul the Baptist alike announced 
ua furnuzi^ tlu* code foi* the new and revolutionary era now 
t»]x‘niiig its ciidleMU uircer. The liuman race waa auiumuned 
to bnii^ ji traTiHliiruring 6<niM: and npirit of iiilerpretiitiuy 
(mei. twta) to a U'iin»Jigm'ed cthica — an ultmHl orgim to an 
uitered object. This is by far tlie grandcht niiiiwlc rcc(jrd<Ml 
in Scri])ture. No exhibition of blank jjower— not the anesl- 
ing of the eitt’th*8 mot i o n — ^uot the calling back of the dead 
unto life — c ah approScli in^grandeiir to this miracle ivbicli vie 
all daily behold : viz., the inconceivable mystery of liiiving 
written and sculptured upon the tablets of man's heart a new 
code of moral distinctions, all nitrifying — many I'evei’sing— 
the old ones. What would have Imn thought of any pj-o 
phot, if he should have promised to transfigure the celestial 
nieohauics ; if lie h«l said, 1 will create a new pole-star, a 
new zodiac, and new laws of gravitation ; hriofiy, 1 will nmke 
new earth and . new heavens 1 And yd a IhouBaud tiines 
more awful it was to undertake the writing of new laws upon 
the spiritual conscience of man. Mctanocile (was tlip cr\ 
from the wilderness), wiieel into a new centre y^ur moral 
system ; yeoimirie has that system been jxp to this hour — 
that is, having earth and the earthly for its stai'ting-pomt ; 
henueforwaiii make it Itehacentrie (that ii^ with the sun, or 
the lioavfiily, for its principle of motion^ 

A second remark of mine was perhaps not nioi'e im- 
}N>rtaut, but it" was, on the whole, better calculated to startle 
the prevailing prec(moeptioziB ; for, os to the new system of 
luonils iuU*oduced by Ohidst, generally speaking, it is too 
dimly uppreliended in its great difiereutial features to allow 
of its miraculous cliaracter being adequately appreciated : one 
liugront illustration of which is fumidied by our experience 
m Aifghanislan, where some officers, wishing to impress 
Akhliar Khan with thebeautyafChristianity, very judiciously 
le^ieated to him tlie liord’s Frayedr «pd the Sermon on the 
Mount, by both of which the Ehan was profoundly affected, 
and nRen Tecumi to them ; but others^ under the notion of 


conveying to him a more compreiempe view of the scriiitoral 
•*th^8^ nqifsated to him tlie Ten Oommandmeuts ; idlhough, 

w no WQitii in thoM which coul4 have 
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dih]i^s‘istid or aurpriaod u Pagan, and thercfoi'u nothing rhiii- 
actorifltio of Clinhtianity. Meantime my second remuik was 
Ruh&tanUally this which follows : — ^^Vhat ia a reljj^ion ? Tu 
-<7hriKli(iiiR it means, over and above a mode of worship, .i 
iloginalic (that is, a doclrlnal) Ayslein ; a great body of do<‘ 
Irinal truths, inoml and spiritiuil. Bui to the ^ncieiits (to 
tlie (ireeks and EotnaliB, for instance) it meant nothing of tin* 
kind. A religion was simply % cvltm^ a g pTyo-Kefa ., a iuihIi 
of ritual worship, in which there might be two djllereiu'es, 
viz. : — 1. As to the particular deity ivho furnished the iiiolive 
to the worship ; 2. As to the ceremonial, or mode of con- 
ducting the worship. in nq^case was there so much as a 
liretcnce of communicating' any reli^us truths, far less iiny 
moral truths. The ol^tiiiate error rooted iu modern iiiituIh 
IS, that, doubtless, the moral instruction was bad, os being 
heathen ; but that still it was as good as heathen oppt dimi- 
ties allowed it tu be. Mo mistake can be gieater. Moral m- 
structLon had no existence even in the pkn or intention of 
the religious service. The Pagan xn^kat oi flamen newi 
dre^ed of any function like that of teaching as in any v^a> 
connected with his office. He no more undertook to tciicli 
morals ilian to teach geography or cookery. He taught 
nothing. AVhat he undertook was simply to do, viz., to pre- 
sent authoritatively (that is, authorized and supported hy 
some civil community, Corinth, or Athens, or Home, wliicli 
he i^x^resented) the homage and gratitude of that community 
b) the ptirticuhir deity adoied. As to morals or just ojunious 
upon the relations to man of the several dirinitics, all this 
was resigned to the teaching of nature ; an<l for any ])olcmic 
functions the teaching was rcbigucd to the professional i>hilo- 
sophen — academic, perixiatctic, stoic, &a By religion it 
was utterly ignoi'ed. 

The reader must do me the kvour to fix his attention upon 
the real question at issue. What I say — ^what then I said to 
Lady Carheiy — is this ; — that> by failing to notice as ndiffti- 
ential feature of Christianity this involution of a doctrinal 
jiart, we elevate Paganism to a dignity which it never 
dreamed of. Thun, for instance, in the Elcubinian nuah ^ries, 
what was the main business transacted T I, h)r my xsiit, in 
lianoDuy with my universal theory on this subject — ^viz., that 
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lliw conM 1 h* ti(i (l(»ctviij.al Irulh ilelivt-ml in a Papjnn re- 
ligion — liavo alw'iiys iiiaiiitaiuod that llu* only einl aiid pur- 
pn!-«‘ of ilie in\>tcri»*s was a mure soIpiiiti and impressive 
W(Hp'lnji of a goddess. Warlnirton, on the other 

li.ind, would insist njjon it tliafc soiinT'^nt affirniiiLivi! dor- 
'iims, intercHting to man, such as the immortality of tlic 
•<oiil, a fntarily of retribution, &(X, mijijbt'he here commem- 
orat<'d. And now, neatly hundred years after Wurbuitoii, 
wliiit is the opinion of scholars upon thia point? Two of 
the latest and profoundest T will cite: — 1. Loheck, iu liis 
AglaoijJniimifl/’ cxiiresaly repels all such notions ; 2. Olfried 
Mm'ller, in the 12th chapter, 24th section, of In's “ Introduc- 
tion ti> a S}»»tein of Mythology,” says : — “ I hav(‘ hero 
on Ihe asHiunption which I consider unavoidable, tliat there 
wiiK no regular instiiictiou, no doginafical coinmnnitviLioii, 
('oiiiuM-ted with the Grecian worship in general UtAire cuM. 
(if nut h mg of the kjnd introduced into the public nervicufiom 
(he w.iy in which it was eouductetl, for the ^iriest did imf 
(Mrm iheL ^ k .S* These oxunioos, which evaUly 
lull led wiiilt my own asaeiiaon to Lady Carhory, -Uialf all 
religion amongst the Pa^us resolved iiM!lf ii}tb a mere Bystem 
of ceremonial worehijv a pompous and elaborate cuIIkh, wen* 
not brought forward in Germany ufitil about ten or twelve 
yeai'h ago ; whereas my doctrine was expresRly insisted oii in 
IROO — t.r., forty years earlier' than any of these German 
writei'b had tinned their thoughts in that direction, 

Jhvl 1 then really all that ori|;inatity on this Ruhjet't 
uliieh for many years I seiuetly daimed? Substantially 1 
liad, hee.iuse this great disUnction betw^ecn the modem (or 
(%riat.iau) idea of "a religion,” and the ancient (or Pagan) 
idea of a religion,'* I h^ nowhere Qiienljr seen exyressod 
111 words. To layaciC exclusively 1 was indebted for it. 
Nevei'tlielm, it is undeniable thu^fhis.cmiception must have 
boon long agogemunatiug.m fte'wotdd,, and jierhaps bearing 
fruit. This is "past all den^ shuN^' nhout thirteen or four- 
teen years ago, i read in soms Journal (a Fzeiicli journal, I 
think) this stateifkent j vis., thatsome-Chientd.peoide — ^Turks, 
Accorrling to my present imprsfidozi, bat it might have been 
Arabs — make an old traditional diriiuction {so said the Frvui b 
ViuvuaV, Xieiweiiu wliafc ttwsy ea& t\w Wh. *h aud 
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sue Ihiee, all eq^ually toinided upim written and i»ni 
iluciblc documents — ^viz., first, the Judaic system, r«*slmg iiimii 
the Pentateuch, or more truly, I hlioiiM imagine, upon the 
Law and tlio Prophets ; secondly, the diribtian system, resi' 
ing upon the Old and New Testaments; thirdly, tin 
MahometaTi system, re&liiig confessedly upon the Xtiraii 
The very meaning, therefore, of styling tiicsc s3’stems, hy way 
of honourable distinction, religtons of the hooky is, not Ihal 
accidentally they had ivritten voucliers for their creed, 
whereas the others had only oreil vouchers, but that tliey 
severally olfcr to men's acceptance a large body of ])hib»po|)hii 
truth, such as requires and prcsu2)pobOS a hook. Whereas tin' 
various religions contradistinguished from tlicse three --vi/ , 
the whole body of Pagan idolatries— ^are mere forms of n.lnra- 
lion addressed to many different divinities ; and tln^ brn l 
leason why they are esbentially op2»oscd to religious of tlie 
book is, not that they h<kve not^ b”.t 1 thr.*- lliey cfuujy*t 

ba'ffcKliwM J}rjipcjai2ieiits,,^ they.havo n» tiuih*- 

to ai?liver. Tliey do not profess to t^li anything wlnKo 
ever. What they profess, os then* joatifying distiudion, i^, 
to adore a certain deity, or a certain collective Panlbonji. 
acconling to certain old aulhori^d forms — authorized, that 
to Kiy, by fixed, ancient, and orteutimes local trMitioiiR. 

Wliat was the gr(*at pr actical inference from the nywr dis 
tuudion ,wluch I offerM ? It was this : llmt ('nn’istjainly 
(which included Judaism as its own gciininal and 

Isliiitiibiti as its own adaptation to a boi’bai'ous and imiioriirl 
civil ibation} carried along with itself its own an tlifuti cation , 
Miice, whilst other religions introduced men sinqdy to uurc- 
moui^ and usages, w^hidr could furnish no aliment or 
iiiaterial for their intellect, Ohnstiunity provided au eternal 
pataastfa or jiloce of exercise for the human uuderslandiTi;' 
vitolizciL hy human affections: for every problem wlialcvci-, 
interesting to the human intellect, provided only that if b<*ai '> 
a moud asiiecl, immediately passes into tlie*ficld <»f n ligjoiH 
speculation. Beligion had thus become the greai <irgaii of 
human culture. Lady Carbery a*lvanced half-way to meet 
ini' in these new views, finding my crcdeiiliulh as a llieologian 
111 ftiy eainestucbB and my sincerity. She heraelf wm.s pain- 
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lully ami sorrowfully in fMfnedi. She hml conu*, at tliirt 
age of seviiii or ciglit ami twenty, to the imwt hitter sense of 
liollow^ncas, and {in *i jihilQspj^hwjBens^^ oi t^achrry^p^ under- 
lying all Hungs that stood round her ; and she sought 
esoiine, if escape there were, thrtmgh religion. Religion was 
to lie sought in the Bihlc. But was the Bible intelligible at 
the first glance ? Far from it ^ Search the Scri])tureH, was 
the cry in Protestant lands apiongsi all people, however uinch 
at Trar with each other. But I often told her that this was 
a vain jireteuco without sono knowledge of Gieek. Or 
por}iaj)8 not always and absolutely a pretence ; because, un- 
doiihiedly, it is true that oRentunes mere ignorant Minplieity 
may, by bringing into direct collision passages that am ivci- 
pincally illnstratiye, restrain an error or illuminate a truth 
And a Ti*ason, which I have sinwi given in print (a reason 
additional to Bentley’s), for neglecting the 30,000 various 
nvulings collected by the diligence of the New 'restanient 
vidlatoTs, applied also to this case — viz., that, fuNt, tlie traii- 
sotMidciit nature, and, secondly, the rcciMrei^ nature, of scriji- 
tnniL truths cause them to siumnunt verbal disturl>aiicefc<. * A 
doctrine, for instance, which is sowed broadcast over the 
Scriptures, and recurs, on an average, tliree times in every 
chapter, cannot be affected by the casual innccuracy of a 
l>)irase, since the phraso is continually varied. And, there- 
fore, 1 would not deny the possibility of an effectual searching 
by very unlearned persons. Our authorized trauslators of the 
Bible in the Sliakfiperian age were not in any exquisite sen^c 
learned men ; they were very able men, and in a better sense 
able Ilian if they had lieen pliilologicjilly profound scholars, 
which at that time, from the imperfect culture of philology, 
they could not easily have been ; men they were whom 
ndigious feeling guided correctly in choosing their expressions, 
and uritli whom the state of the language in some respects co- 
opcrateil, by famishing a dietion more homely, fervent, and 
pathetic, than would now be available. For thir ajHishdic 
faiirtions, English Was the language most in diunnml. But 
in poh iiiic i'l* I'iiiilniwrdal Greek is mdispeii'^able Ind 
' of this 1-ady Oarbery was suffidcnlly convinced by my own 
demur on the word metanoia. If 1 were right., how profoundly 
wrong must those have been whom xny new cxphinaKons 
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re&oh'CHl, Ihertfoio, niiiiifdtatrly uii my 
aupj'iisliii" it, th at bin s would Ifarn Gicok ; or, at loa^t, that 
IuiuUmI lonii of Greek which wa« requin'd for the N»‘w 
Testament. In the huiKiiago of Terence, dicivm - im 

sooner stml than done. (Jn the very next morning all 
rode in to Stiiinford, out nearest town for such u purpose, and 
nstonndeil the Iiooksellex^s apprentice by oi'dcring four copies 
of the Clarendon Pi^esa Greek TeRtarueiil, three co])ieH of 
Parkliurst’s Greek and English lexicon, and three coihch of 
some gTammar, hut what I have now forgotten. Tin* biM)ks 
were to come down by the mail-coach without delay. C*»ii- 
sequently, we u’ere soon at work. Liwly Mii*4sey and my 
Bister, not being sustained by the same interejHl'ns liad> C.irlu'rv', 
eventually relaxed in tlieir attention. I>ut Lialy, (.'arhery 
was quite in eanicsi, and very soon heciuno e\]iiTt in the 
original language of the New^ Testament. 

T wished much that tdie should have gone on to the stiidv 
of lIorodotuH. And I deaciilxHl to her the situation of the 
vlvncions and iner^ui’ml Athenian, in the* early period of 
PorfblcH^ as repenting in its luain fealnrjtis, fur the great adi.ui- 
tago of that Grecian FTmmirt^ the situation of Adam dm mg 
his earlicbt hours In Paiwfise, himself l)cing the dcscj‘il>er to 
the alfable archangel. The same gonial climate there was ; 
the same luxiiriation of nature in her early prime ; the same 
ignorance of his owui origin in tlie tenant of this lovely 
scenery ; and the same **agcr desire to leani The very 
truth, and mere facts of history, reacliing Herodotus tlirougli 

^ “A Unit 1110 round I s;iw 
Hill, d.ile, .ind sliady wontU, and Miniiy plains, 

And liquid UpHO ol iiiuniiuimg strcuins , hv tiu'se 
• Cretitures that lived and inineil, and walk’d nr llfvv ; 

Uirds oil the branches waihlmg ; all thiiiKi KniiltMl ; 

With tVngrance, oiid'with joy my heart o’vrflowM. 

Myself 1 then perused, and Uinb by limb 
Rurvry'd, and sometime^ went, and sometimes nin 
With supple Joints, as lively vigour led ; 

Hut vifto 1 wu i>r ipfkert, or from what /‘rtwv, 

Knew not.** — Porffd/V Lost^ Took viii. 

*nie w 7 io, the irAe/v (in any extended M*n«*, /.« , jw regaidetl t!i« 
ertemal relations of his owu country), and Mn* fitrtn vhut lyivsr— nil 
these were precisely what the Grecian did not know, and lint Icanietl 
froitf Herodotus, 
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Biicli a lia//' of runioto ul^Aractioji, and flufferiii" a sort of ro* 
fraction iit each transliilion fron* otinuspliere to atinosphcre, 
wliilht fontiTJUtdly tiie tuiiiilereBting parts dropped away as tljo 
Avliolt* ]uovi*d oiiivardfi) unavoidably assumed the attractions 
of romance. And thus it has happened, that the air of luor- 
vcUousnoss, which seems connected with the choice and 
preferences of Herodotus, is in reality the natural gift of his 
position. Oulliug from u ^edd of many nations and many 
generations, reasonably he preferred such narratiree as, though 
possible enongli, wore tlie colouring of romance. AVitliout 
any violation of the truth, the mere extent of Ins field as to 
s})acc and time gave him great advantages for the wild and 
the inarvellous. Meantime this purpose of ours with regard 
to Henidoias was defeated. Whilst we were making pre- 
parations for it, suddenly one morning fiom his Limerick 
cstiite of Cainss returned Lord Carhory, And, by accident, 
his welcome was a rough one ; for, hap]iening to find Lady 
( 'arbery in the breakfast -room, and natuiilly throwing liis arm 
about her nook to kiss her, ^ Bniiian/* a infiusLer of a New- 
I iouudlaiid dog, six^uiarly beaufjful in bis oolouring, *uiid 
almost as powerful as a leopard, flew at hian vindictively us 
' at a stranger committing an assault, and his niistix^ss had 
' great difficulty in caliing him off. Lord Oarbury stniled a 
little at our Greek studies ; and, in turn, made w smile, wdio 
knew the original object of these studios, when he suggested 
mildly that three or four books of tlie ^ Iliad ” would have 
been as easily mastered, and might have more fully rewiudcd 
our trouble. I contented myself with replying (for 1 
knew how little Lady Oiibery would have liked to idcad 
the 9€liyiou8 uiotivo tQ her husband) that Porkhurst (and 
there was at that time no other Qteek-EiigUsh LeScicon) 
Mould not have been available •'for Homer; neither, it 
is true, would he hai^^been move avmUblo for Herodotus. 
Jhit, considering Hit! sii^idid^; and tiniJonnity of stylo in 
lioth these authniK, I Lad foruied a plan fiiot very hard of 
executiafl)'for iutorlvaving IVkliurst wilh .«iu:h additiomol 
words as mig^t havu been easily mustciefl foua the special 
dictionaries (Gesesb-Lstin) dedicated separately to the service 
of the historian mid cf the poet I do not believe that more 
tliau 1500 ex(m words would liave been required ; and tlh*se. 
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e!Lt('XiMl at thu rate of twenty jHJr hour, wuuld lia\e (»rcin»i»d 
only ton days, for peviai and a half hoiim eiwh. llowe\tr, 
fj’oiii one I'RUsse or other, this phin was never Lrouglit To Iwar. 
The jiieliiniiiary labour u^jon the lexicon always enforced a 
delay ; and any delay, in such cose, makes au opening for the 
iiTujitiou of a thousand unforeseen faindraiices, that hiuilly 
vaiuie Ihe whole plan to droop insensibly. The time came at 
last for leaving Laxton, and 1 did ^t see Lady Carbery again 
for nearly an Antiro year. 

In })asBiiig throu^i the park-gates of Laxton, on my de- 
l)artiu’e northward, powerfuHy, and as if “ with the might of 
watei-<<,'’ my inmd turned round to contemplate that strangi* 
enlargement of my experience which had happened to nio 
witliin the last three months. 1 had seen, and beconie 
faiLiliaiiy accpaiutcd with, a young man, w'ho had in a 
ninnner died to every object around him, liod died an in- 
tellectual death, and suddenly had been railed bark to lift* 
and n^ul happiness — ^had been, in effect, raised from the d(*ad 
— by the arcidunt.uf meeting a congenial female coiiii>anion. 
Hut, secozrdly, tliat very lady from whose lips I hist heard 
this remarkable cose of blight and restoration, ha«l heiself 
paased through an equal though not a similar blight, and 
wiiH now seeking earnestly, though with what success I could 
never estimate, some similar restoration to some new mode 
of hopeful existence, through iiitercourao with religious 
lOiiloKophy. What vast revolutions (vast for the individual) 
w ithin how iiaiTow a ciicle ! What blindness to apijroaching 
c.iLti^tru])hes, in tbe midst of what nearness to the light ! And 
for myself, whom accident had made the silent observer of 
tbese changes, was it not likely enough that 1 also was 
ruNhing^ forward to court and woo some frantic mode of 
evading au endurance that by patience might have been 
borne, or by tbougbtfulness mighty have disarmed 1 
Misgivingly I went forwards, ever that, tbnmgh 

clouds of thick darkness,, I' wfts eon^ually nearing a danger, 
or w'a*^ myself pcxliaps wilfully provoking a trnil, belor** 
which iny constiUUiot]^ despondency would cause me to lie 
down without a struggle. 
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- AT UANCHEdTKU GftAMMAB BCIIOUL ^ 

To teacli is to loam : according to an old cxpericnci', it is 
tlu! very best mode of learning — tbe surest^ and the shortest. 
And hence, i)erhapa, it may be, that in the middle ages by 
the munkidi wonl scholaris was meant indifferently he tliat 
. ItNimed jind he that taught. Never m any equal number u( 
I iiumths liad my understanding so much cx|iandcd< as (luring 
\ this visit to l^xton. The incessant deniand mode upon tin* 
by Lady Carbciy for solutions of the many dilficulties be- 
sotting the study of divinity and the Greek Testament^ or for 
such approximations to solutions as my resources would 
furnish, forced me into a preternatural tension of all the 
faculties applicable to that puipose. Lady Carbery insisted 
iqion calling me her .Admirable Crichton” ; and it was in 

’ To the long chapter of rocoUectiona of lAXton there succeeds, in 
t)ie autobnigraphical volume in De Qnincey’s own collective (Mlitioo, a 
chapter ot nearly equaUength entitled *'The Mory,” for which tliere 
IS no original in Tait'* Magazim^ so that ouc supposes it to have been 
written about 1853, The name was suggested by the fact that the resi- 
ilenre of De Quineey's mother at the time of his RAnni from Ireland and 
visit to Laxton was at Qhieter, in a house known as St. John's Pnory. 
ABi in fact, however, aWt hidf of the ohapiv has nothing to do with 
this Priory, but concents the yeur and a half of De Quiucoy's youtli, 
from 1800 to 1802, during which he was boarded in MoiicIiosIit 
G rammar Sdiool, 1 have ventured to divide the (diapter into two, 
entitling this tK«rtkm of it At Manchester Grammar School,*’ and le- 
serviog the tide "The Priory** for the next portion. One is almost 
obliged to this by the recolleoiion of the special importance of Ihe 
Manchester Grammar School experience in De Quincey’s life. , It was 
the very crisis in his youthful life, and deserves mark as such. --M, 
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v.iiii tlia^ I tluiuuiTed to tlim Imiiorary title upon twn i^lduikIs . 
fiM, 08 hciiii; one lowardn which 1 hiul no natural aptiiudcH 
or 2)redia|)08iii;' advantagea ; secondly (which made her atari*), 
as carrying w'lth it no real or enviable distinction. Tlie 
s]ih*n<l*jiir hu^iposed to be connected with the attamineiiis uf 
rruhtun I xjToteated against as altogether imaginary. ITow 
tar that person really* had the accomplishments ascribed to 
him, I waived ns a question not vprth investigating. My 
objection commenced at an earlier point : 1*601 or not real, the 
nccoinplidiinents were, as I -insiated, vulgar and trivial 
Vulgar, that is, when put forward as exponents or adequate 
exiircKiiuns of ixitellectnal grandeur. The whole rested on a 
iiiisconcc2»iion ; the limitary idea of knowledge was eon- 
founded with the infinite idea of ])Ower. To have n quick 
ness in copying or mimicking other men, and in learning to 
<lo dexterously what they did clumsily, OHtentatiously to ke«*]i 
glittering before men’s eyes a thamn at ui*gic verM\ti 1 ity, such 
as that of a rope-dancer or of an^'lndian juggler, in ])eLty 
accunqdishmcnts, was a mode of the very vulgarest ambition : 
one cfl&rt of productive power, a little book, for instance, 
which should imprgBS or should agitate several hucccshivi* 
g(*nerations of men, even though far bdow the highm: eifoits 
of liuman creative art — as, for example, the “De Imitationo 
Christ!,” or the Pilgrim's Progress,” or “ llobinson Crusoe,” 
or “ Tlip Vicar of Wakefield ” — ^was worth any conceivable 
amount of attainments when rateil as an evidence of anything 
that could justly denominate a man "admirable.” One 
fcLcitous ballad of forty lines might have enilironed (Vichton 
lus really admirable, w'hilst the jireteTistons nctnally ]>ul 
forwanl on his behalf simply instal him as a clcxerish or 
dexterous ape. However, as Laily Oarbery did not forego 
her purpose of causing me to shine under every angle, it 
would have been ungrateful in me to 'refuse my co-operation 
with her jdans, however little they might wear a face of 
promifie. Accordingly I surrendered myself for two hours 
daily to the l essona in homeuianslnp of a princiiial groom who 
ranked as a first-ixite nm^i-iUer ; and I gathered manifold 
experiences amongst the horses — so different from the wild, 
haril-mouthed horses at Westport, that were often vicinns, and 
sometiifles fniiiLcd to vice. Here, though spirited, the horses 
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were i>ri*lt^ {>cutle, and all had Lurn •Tfj'ularly 

broke My ediieatioii was not entirely iii*>;leeted even ad 
rc'^arded F^portRinundliij), tliat great braneb of pliiloso2)1iy 
being eonfiiled to one of the keeperd, wlio was very atleiilive 
to nie, in deference to tbe lutercBt in iiiyRelf expi’essed by bia 
idolized iiiibtivdd, but otherwise regaided me probably as an 
object of luystciious curiosity rather tlian of a siiblanary 
Ec^ually, in fact, as «reg 4 irded my physics and iny meta- 
}*hyaicH, — in short, upon all lines of advance that inicrc>kd 
my ambition , — ^1 was going rapidly ahead. Ajid, spiMking 
seriously, in what regained my intellectual oxiiiiiibion, ne\er 
before or since had 1 been so distinctly mode awaic of it. 
No longer did it seem to move upon the hour-liund, whose 
advance, though certain, is yet a 2>ure matter of infercua*, 
but u]X)n the seconds-hand, which visibly comes on at a 
Irottiug pace. Everything prospered, except my owm i»rei-cnt 
hu2)piuesB, aud the poi^slbility of any happiness for home 
years to come. About two months after leaving Laxlon, my 
late in the worst shaxie I liad antiupated was solenuily and 
dcliui lively settled. My guaidians agreed that the. most 
2>iudeDt course, with a view to my peeuiriary iutem^sts, was 
to place me at the Manchester Qrammar School ; not with a 
view to furllier improvement in my classical knowledge, though 
the head-master was a sound scholar, but simply with a view 
fo one of the scbool^ Amongst the countlobH 

> £xhihiiion9*\,--^T\dn is the iSchnical name iii many casoR, roi- 
loMpoTiilijig to the bursat or buraarifS of the Conliiifut , Irom whu-h 
wrjid huTbte is derived, T believe, the Germau tenii Jivrsch, that ir, u 
burtkuuiis, or siudeut who lives at college upon the salary allowe<1 by 
Much a bursary. Some years ago the editor of a Olasgow daily i^apcr 
(‘ullfd upon Oxford ahd Camt^dge, with a patronizing jlimrlsh, to 
imitate some one or more of the Scotti^ nbiversities, in founding kucIi 
systems of alimeut for poor etudonls q^^vise uxcluilnd from acaileiuic 
advantages. Evideatly he was i)!iaware that they hud existfd ior 
ceiitmiea before the siafo of civAisaiicni in ISeotland luul allowed any 
opening for, tile fo«Adati|Dn of eollexes or ocademu* bfe Scott ihIi 
bnrsanei^ vt •xhtbitkns'fa, Mm whieh Shabspero uses, very uc.'u the 
rinse of the diet in Gentlsmea of VcFoiia,’* as the 

tvrliuiesl expiwioa in Koglan-l;, were few, and not generally, I believe, 
exceeding ^0 a ySRf, . The Xhigiish were many and of moie ancient 
standing, aad hmsihg ftom to £100 a year. Such was the 
simple diflhnnce betweeii the two- cimntiies , otherwise they agreed 
altuf^etlicr. 
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Hcattered all over hv llio iioblt- 

nuinificL'iice of EiigliRjinjeii and Englishwomen in ^wist 
generations, for connecting the jirovincinl tov'iis with the tw«i 
r<i;^a1 univorBities of the lantl, this Manche&t«T school A\aH 
one: in addition to other gn>at local advantages (vi/ , la/rr 
o/ifi, a fine old library’ and an epclcMiastieal foundation, which 
ii} tliiB present generation has famished the niateriiils for a 
l)i‘!hopric of Manuhepter, with its deanery and chapti'r), this 
n(»ble foundation stjnn. d e^imnduT ii^.o^bibiHono at lirnsenost* 
Oullegeji OzfQrd, ^ those jmpiis of the Hchuol who should 
study at Manchester for three consecutive years. Tin* 
liecinjiary amount of these ^exliihitions has since then in- 
creased considerably through the aceumulatioii of fiind.^ 
which the cnnimercuil choructer of that gn^at city had 
to be neglected. At tliat time 1 believe each exhibit no i 
yielded about forty guineas a year, and w'as legally UMiabh 
for seven successive years. Now, to me this would hint* 
oifered a most Eicasonable advantage, had it been resorted lu 
somo two years earlier. My small patacintoniul inheiitnnce 
g ave to me. as it did to each of my four bi-others, exiu'tly 
€l g6 a v cife ; and to each of my sisters exactly £100 a year 
Tlie Manchester exhibition of foxty guineas a year would li.m* 
raised this income for seven year's to a sum close upon 
a year,- But at present T was half-way on the riiad to ilu* 
(Munplctiou of my sixteenth ycar.^ Commencing my jieriml of 
juipil.igc frnin that time, I should not have iinisheil it until 
I h.id [ra^^elled half-way through my nimdoonth year. And 
tin* specific evil that already weighed upon me with a 
sKhuiing op][)re8fsion w*as the premature expansion of ni} 
iimul^and, aa a foremost consequence, intolerance of ho^ish 
society. . 1 ought to have entered upon my trietniLmn oi 
schoolboy servitude at the age of thirteeiL As things were, 
a delay with which I h^d nothing to do myself, this and tin* 
native cliaractcr of iny mind hacl throwp the whole arrange- 
iiicnt awry. For the better half of the three years I endured 
it patiently. Bui it had at length began to eat more cur- 

1 As Be Quincey completed hu sixteenth year on the Ifftli nf 
August IbOl, this seutenoe dates his entry into Manchester Graimuar 
S(*l)o<d at about the beginning of. that year. He reniained in it till 
July «M. 
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rooivvly into my peaco of mind than ever I had aiLticipated. 
The liead-niaster wat* Mihstfliifially Ruporaiinuated* for the 
datu‘8 of Uia placr.^ Not that intellootually he showwl any 
symi>toiii, of decay ; hut m Iho spiiita and ijhywcal eiieriries 
reqiiiaile for hitt duties he dUi; not so much as disease, 
it was that iiicapacitiattMl him. Isi the courso of a luijo day, 
hfij^innin;,' at seven a.m. and etretchmg dowTi t*) five r.w., he 
succetnled in rcachinjj; the farther end of his duties. But 
how" ? Simply hy consdiidating pretty nearly into one con- 
tinuous sevne of labour the entire ten hones. The full hour 
of relaxation which the tradltioiis of this ancient school and 
the hyo-laws had consecrated to breakfast, was narrowed into 
ten or even seven minutes. The two hours* interval, in 
like manner prescribed by the old usages from twelve to two 
P.M., was pared down to forty minutes, or less. In this way 
he walked conscientiously through the services of the day, 
iul tilling to the letter every section tho minutest of tlie 
iradltiomil rubric. But he purchased this consummation at 
the price of all oomfoit to himself ; and, having done lie 
felt himself the more entitled to neglect the comfort n^others. 
The case was singular : he neitliur showed imy indulgence to 
himself more tlian to others (which, 'however, could do 
nothing towiU'ds indemnifying others for the severe confine- 
ment which his physical ^cay indicted upon them— a point 
wholly forgotten by him) ; nor, secondly, in thus tenaciously 
holding on to his place, did he (1 am satisfied) govern himself 
by any mercenary thought or wish, but riuiply by an austere 
sense of duty. He dischoiged his public functions with 
constant fidelity and with superfluity of learning ; and felt, 
perhaps not unreasonably, that possibly the same learning 
united with the same zeal might not revolve as a nmtter of 
conrse in the event of bis resigning the place. I hide from 
myself no part of the honourable motives which might (and 
probably did) exclusively govern him in adhering to the place. 
But nut by one atom the less did the grievous results of his 
inability to grapple with his duties weigh upon all within his 

' He was a Hr. Ismon ; and, though De Qiiincey proceeds to give 
some >iket4?h of him axkd his school monagemout here, the reader must 
go for a fuller accoont to the Oon/easions qf cm Ojpiuvk-^EaUr,y-lA* 
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j^phen?, and upon by cuttuig llie time available for 

oxerciw, must ruinously.! 

Precisely at the ucirat erisH uf this intolomble darkness (for 
such; u'lthout cxaggerutiuii; it uas in its effects ui>oii iiiv 
spiiJts) ai'ose, an<l for live tvr six iiioTifhs steadily couiinued; a 
eoiiAoUtuiii 4>f that nature which hardly in dreams 1 could 
have anticipated. For even in diiiuins would it havtj si'eiued 
reasonable or natural that Laacton , with its entire bocicty, 
Hhould transfer itself to ]Manchcstef ? Some luighly Caliph; 
or lamp-bearing Aladdin, might have worked such marvels ; 
but else wlio, or hy what machinery 1 Nevertheless, without 
either Caliph or Aladdin, and by the most natural of mere 
human agencies; this change was suddenly accomplished. 

Air. White, whom 1 have alroddy had occasum to mention 
(p. 35 of this- vol.) was in those days the most eminent 
surgeon hy mucli in the North of England. Ifo had hy one 
whole generation run before the plircnologists and craniologisls 
— having already measured innumerable skulls anioiigsi the 
umiiigcnous seafaring population of Liverpool, lUiistiating nil 
the rdbes pf men; and ivas in society a most urbane and 
pleasant companion. On my mother's suggestion, ho liail 
been summoned to Loxton, in the hope that he might mitigate* 
the torments of Mrs. Sohreibers malady. If T am right in 
8U])po8iug tmt to have heeii cancer, 1 xu'esuiue that he could 
not have added much to the prescnplions of tlie local doctor. 
And yet, on the other hand, it is a fact— so slowly did new 
views travel in those days, when scientific juum.ils were few, 
and roads were heavy — that ten years later than tins jienod 
1 knew a cjise — viz., the case of a butcher’s w'ife in Soinei'set- 
shire— who had never enjoyed the benefit of hemlock in 
relieving the pongs of a cancerous complaint, until uu 
accident brought Mr. Hey, son to the celebrated Hey of Ijeeds, 
into the poor woman's neighbourhood. ^ 

What might be the quality or the extent of that relief with 

! How miserable Be^Quiticey was at Manchester Gmnmuir i^cliool 
appears from a letter he wrote to his mother pleadiog for his removal 
from It after he had been tiiere more than a year. I ask wiiellier a 
person can be happy, or even simply easy,” he said, “ who is m a 
situation which deprives him of hifxlih, of soiiety, of ftittusmtenU of 
hftprtif, of covLiieniidiiy ofpiwtnits, and which, to complete the precious 
pictur^ odiiuts of no variety.” — M. 
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\ihicli Mr \Vhit(^ was .alilis to crown the expectations of 
|K)or !Mrs, SL*lir(Mher, T do not know ; bnt that the relief 
could not liavo been imai^inaiy U certain, for lie was earne.stly 
iiivilt'd to TC]»e/i1 Jus visits, costly as iina\<'idahly they wen*, 
lilrs Si^hioiher did not rcsUle at I^tou. Tenderly as she 
hived Ladj' Uarbery, it did not seem consistent ’witli her 
ili^'iiity that she should take a station tliat iin^dit liave becii^ 
•grossly misinterpreted ; and accortlinj^ly blie bought op hired 
\ miniature kind of villa; called Tixnverf distant about foui 
miles fiom Laxton. A rcsidei ce in such a house, so sad am I 
silent at this period of affliction for its xnistTcpn, would have 
offered tiio cheerless a life to Mr. White. Tfe took u]) his 
abode, therefore, at Laxton during bis earliest visit ; and thl^ 
happened to coincide with that pai'ticular visit of my own 
during wliicli I was initiating Laily Carbery into the mysteries 
of Now Testament Greek. Already as an infant I had know n 
Mr. White ; but now, when daily riding over to Tixo\cr in 
company, and daily meeting at breakfast and dinner, we be- 
came intimate. Greatly I piiditcd by this intimacy; and 
some ]iart of luy pleasure in the Laxton plan of initiation 
to Manchester was drawn from the prospect of rencw'ing it 
Such a migration was suggestcil by Mr. White himself ; and 
fortuiiotcly he could suggest it without even the appearmiee of 
any mepcenajy viewi*. His interest lay the other way. Tlie 
large si»ecial retainer, which it was felt but rcasonabh* to pay 
lilni under lircumstances so 2)<^uliar, naturally disturbed Mr. 
White ; wliilst the benefits of visits so discontinuous liccame 
more and more doubtful. Ho proposed it, tlicrefore, as a 
incusure of prudence, that Mm Sehrdbex sliould lake up lier 
abode hi Manchester. This counsel was adopted ; and the 
entire Laxton party in one week struck, their Northampton- 
shire tents, dived as it were into ' momentaiy darkiies.s by a 
loitcnsg journey of stages, diort and few, oUt of considcratiuii 
for the invalid, and rolse again in the gloomy streets of 
Manchester. . ' ‘ ‘ 

Gloomy they were at that tiine---^ud below, smoke 
above — ^for ito totoh Of iOtprovemexit had yet exidoreil the 
ancient habitati(ms.'i<if 'tibia Lancashire capital. Mlsowliore 
\ have expressed* die ' inexhaiisti^^^ adniiration which T 
choriHli fur the moral finalities, the iinrivallcHl energy and 
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perseverance, uf that native Laiiotyiliire populatiun, os yvt 
not 11 Ait'll alloyed ^\itU 'tV'ltic udulteration. Aly feelings 
towards them are the Kime aa were eloipicutly and inipreRs- 
ively avowed by the late eminent Dr. Cooko Taylor, after 
an official inquiry into their situation. But in those da>s 
the Manchester people realized the aspiration of tlie noble 
Scythian ; not the place it was that glonfied thtmiy but they 
*that glonlled the place. No great city (which Icclmically 
it then was not, but aimply a toiim or large yillage) conld 
present so repulsive an exterior os the Manchester of that 
day. Ltxlgings of any sort could with dilficulty be ubtaineil, 
and at lost only by breaking up the 'I'he poor 

aulferiiig lady, with her two fneuds, Lady Carbery and iiiy 
mother, hired one house, Lord and Lady Afassoy unother, 
find two others were occupied by attendants — all the servanb', 
except one lady's-maid, being every night separated by n 
qiriiLcr of a milo^froin their mistrcbses. To me, however, 
all lliese discouiforta were scarcely apparent, in the pro- 
digious revolution for the lK‘tler which was now impressed 
upun^the tenor of my daily life. 1 lived in the house of 
the head-inoBter ; but every night t^ha d l^ve to adjourn foi 
four or Loutfp to the drawing-room" of L^y Carbery 
Her anxiety aliout Mr& Sihicibor would not allow of Jier 
going abroad into society, nuless upon the rarest occasions. 
And T, on my part, was too hap py in her conversation — so 
bold, so novel, and so earnest — voluntarily to have missed 
any one liour of it 

Here, by the w^ay, let me mention tliat on this occasion 
arose a cjiae of pretended i gft-hmii nfi!* which I, wdio 
stood hy a silent observer, could not but feel to involve a 
iiuiliciouB calumny. Naturally it happened that coroneted 
carriag^, supeib horses, and numerous servants, in a town 
so unostentatious and homely as the Mandiester of that 
day, drew the public gaze, and effectually advertised the 
visit of the Laxton ladiea Eespect for the motive which 
hod prom])ted this visit co-operated ^ith admiration for the 
distinguished personiil qualities of lady Carbery, to draw 
upon her from several leading families in the town suck 
little services and attentions as pass naturally under a 
spontaneous law of courtesy between those who are at home 
VOL. 1 2 0 
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and ihose who suffLT under the diaadvantages of iitrani)erM,p. 
The Manclio.ster people, who made friendly advances to Lady 
CarWry, did so, 1 am persuaded, with no ulterior objects 
whatsoever of pressing into the circle of an aristocratic 
pei-sou , iieitlier did Lady Carbery herself interpret their 
bcrentions in any such ungenerous spirit, but accepted them 
cordially, as tbose expressions of disinterested goodness which 
1 am persuaded that in reality they w'ore. Amongst the 
families that were thus P/ttentivc to her, in tin owing o]>en 
lor her use various local edvautii^^s of baths, libraries, 
j>iciure-gallei'iGS, dec., were the wife and dapghters of Mi. 
White himself. Now, one of tfi^ dauglitei'S was herself 
the uife of a baronet, Sir Kichard Clayton, who had honoui- 
ahly distinguished himself in literature by translating and 
improving the work of Tenhove tlie Dutchman (or Dclgian V) 
upon the House of the De’ Medici — a w'ork which Mr. 
Ituscue considered the most engaging work that has perhajts 
ever ajipeored on a subject of literary history.**^ Introduced 
as Lady Clayton had been amongst the {lite of our aristocracy, 
it could not be supjiosed that she would be at all sul^citoub 
about au introduction to the wife of an Irish noblemiiu, 
simply os such, and apart &om her personal endow men ts. 
Those endowments, it is true — viz, the beauty and the 
tahmts of Lady Curbery, made known in Manchcstei' through 
Mr. White’s I’Cjxirt of them, and combined with the know- 
ledge of her generous devotion to her dying fiiend, secluding 
her steadily from all society through a period of very many 
moutliB — did, and reasonably might, interest many Man- 
chester jieople on her liehall In all tliis there was iioUnng 
to be ashamed of ; and, judging from what personally I 
witnessed, this seems to have been the true nature and 
extent of the ‘‘tuft-hunting’* ; and 1 have noticed it at all 
simply liccause there is a habit almost national growing up 
amongst us of imputing to each other some mode of unmanly 
prostetion ^^foi^ th$»^^st 0 C 9 :flkcj, but with as little founda- 
tion for the ^oige generally, 1 believe, as 1 am satisfied 
there was in this particular instance. 

Mr. White possessed a museum — formed chiefly by hin> 
self, and originally, perhaps, directed simply tu ju-ofessional* 
objects^ such as woidd have little chance for engaging the 
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attention of females. But surgeons and speculative phy- 
siciauB, beyond all other clasBes td intellectual men, cultivate 
the most enlarged and liberal cunusity ; so that Mr. Wliite's 
museum furnished attractions to an unusually large variety 
of tastes. I had myself already seen it ; and it struck mu 
that Mr. White would be gratified if Lady Cai'bery would 
hcrsidf ask to see it ; which accordingly she did ; and thus 
at once removed the painful feeling that he might be 
extorting from her an Gxpressiou«C)f interest in his collection 
which she did not really fuel. 

Amongst the objects which gave a scientific interest to 
the collection, natuiuUy I have furgottun one and all — 
tirst, midst, and last ; for this is one of the cases in which 
we sdl felicitate ourselves upon the art and gilt of forgetting , 
that art whidi the great Athenian ^ noticed as amongst llio, 
dmderata of human life — that gift which, if in some rare 
cuhes it belongs only to the regal }>rurogat]Vds of thu grave, 
fortunately in many thousands of other cases is accorded by 
the treachery of a liuman brain. Heavens ! what a curse it 
wer^ if every chaos, which is stamped upon the mind by fairs 
such 08 'that London fair of St. ^itholomew in yuara long 
past, or by the records of battles and skirmishes through the 
monotonous pages of history, or by the catalogues of libraiies 
stretching over a dozen measured miles, could not be erased, 
but arrayed itself in endless files incax^able of obliteration, 
as often as the eyes of our human memory happened to 
throw bar:k their gaze in tliat direction ! Heaven be x»iaiBcd, 

I have forgotten everything ; all tlie earthly tr«j])hies of 
bkill or curious research ; even the ad rolith es, that might 
jiossibly not be earthly, but presents from some superior^ 
planet. Nothing sunives, except the humamties of tlie/ 
uoUeefion ; and amongst these, two only 1 will molest the 
reader by noticing. One of the two was a mwmmy; the 
other was a Adeton- I, that had previously seen the 
museum, warned Lady Carbery of both ; . but much it 
mortified us, that only the dMleton was shown. Berhaj^s 
the mummy was too closely connected with the personal 
history of Mr. White for exhibition to strangers ! it was 
that ^ a lady who had been attended medic^y for some 

I ** The great Athenian’* :--Thomhtoclw, 
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years by Mr, White, aiy.1 had owed innch alleviation of 
her suHeriiigs to his inventive skjll. She liad tht«Jcfore 
felt hcr.^elf colled upon vo meuiorialize her gratitude 
by a very large bequest, not less (I have heard) than 
£2r>,00C* ; but with this condition annexed to the gift — Uiut 
she should be embiUmud as perfectly as the resources lu tliat 
art of London and Paris could occomxdish, and that once a 
year Mr. While, accompanied by two witnesses of credit, 
diould withdraw the vcilf^ from her face. The lady wus 
Xdaced in a Common English clock-case, having the usual 
glass face: but a veil of wliite velvet obscur^ fi'om all 
jimfiine eyes the silent features behind. The clock I had 
inyseli' seen, when a child, and had gazed upon it with 
inexpressible awe. But naturally, on my rex»ort of the case, 
tho whole of our party were devoured by a curiosity to see 
tlie departed fair one. Had Mr. White, indeed, furnished 
us Willi tlie key of the museum, leaving us to our own 
discretion, but restricting us oniy (like a cruel Bluebeard) 
fiMui hiokiug into any antci’oom, great is my fear lliat the 
pertidious qiiestioii would have arisen amongst us — .what, 
o’clock it was ? and all possible anterooms would have given 
way to the just iury of our passions. I submitted to Laily 
Carbery, as a liberty which might be excused by the torrid 
extiviiiity of our thirst after knowledge, that she (as oui* 
leader) should throw out some angling question moving in 
the line of our desires ; upon which hint Mr. Whito, if he 
liad any touch of indulgence to human iufinuity — ^unless 
Mount Caucasus were his mother, and a she-wolf his nui'se 
— would surely relent, and act as his conscience must 
suggest But Lady Oarbeij reminded me of the tknge 
in Uie Arabian Nights,*’ and argued that, as the 
ladies ul Bagdad were, juslihed is. calling upon a body of 
]u>rttiis to kick those gentlemen into the street, being people 
who had abused the indulgences of hospitality, much more 
might Mr. White do so with ns ; for the Calendars were the 
children of kings (Shafaradas), whicdi we were not ; and had 
found their cario^. fiur mure furiously irritated : in fact, 
Zobeide had no nght to trifle witli any man's curiosity in 
t'CaTIIProdoas extent ; end a counter-right arose, as any * 
chancery of human nattire would have ruled, to demand a 
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fioluttttn of wliiit liad liecn ho nialiciutisly arrait^od towanls 
an anf»insli of ni3upp<)]*laMe temptation, Thua, howev^T, it 
happened tliai the mummy, who left such valuable legacies, 
iiud founded such biliou*^ fevers of curiosity, was not seen by 
us ; nor even the miserable clock-case* 

Tiie mummy, therefore, was not seen \ but the skeleton 
v'ltft. Who was he ? It is not every day that one makes 
the acquaintance of a skeleton ; «Qnd with lugard to such a 
tiling— -Ihing, shall one say, or person ? — there is a favour- 
able jiresumption from beforehand ; which is this : — As he 
is of no use, neither profitable nor ornamental, to any jieixm 
whatevery absolutely ds trojp in good society, what but dis- 
tiuguished merit of some kind or other could induce any 
man to interfere w’lth Uiat gravitating temlency that hy an 
eternal nhm is pulling him liclow ground ? Lwlgiiigs ar,c 
dear m Kngland. True it is that, according to tlie vilo usagu 
liU the Continent, one room serves a skeleton for bedroom 
and sitting-room ; neither is Ins expense heavy, as regards 
nux^lighlH, fipo, bif-Bteck.” But still, even a skeleton is 
ciiargcalile ; and, if any dispute shoulU arise about his 
luaiiitonance, tlnf jiarish will do nothing. Mr. While’s 
skeleton, therefore, being costly, w^aa presumably meiiloj*ioiis, 
lu*fore we hod s^^on him or heard a word in his behalf. It 
was, in fact, the skeleton of an eminent robber, or perhajis 
of a nnmlerer. But I, for my ]»art, reserved a faint right 
of suspense. And, as to the profession of lobber in those* 
days cxerciseil on the roails of England, it wus a liberal 
pr«>fcssion, wbich requircil more accomplishments than either 
the bar or tbe i»ulpit; from the begiiming it presunicil a 
moBt bountiful endowment of heroic qualificatioiiR — slrt ngth, 
health, agility, and exquisite horsemanship, intrepidity of 
the first order, presence of mind, courtesy, and a general 
amj^tixterity of powers for facing aH accidents, and for 
turning to a good account all unlooked-for contingoncici-. 
The finest men in England, pfayeieally jqieaking, tlmiugliuut 
the eighteenth oentuiy, the yery noMest speciuiens of man, 
considered as an animal, were ^beyond' a doubt tlie mgunted, 
robbens who cultivated their profession on the great leading 
road^viz., on the road from Xiondon to York (technically 
known as the Great North Boad ”) ; on the road west to 
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Batb, and thpiicc* to Kxoter and Plymouth ; north-westViraTda 
from London to Oxf«Td, and thence to Chester; eastwanls 
to Tim})rjd<{c ; 8outli\>ards by oast to Dover ; then inclining 
wostTi^ards to Portsmouth ; more so still, through Salisbury 
to Dorsetshire and Wilta These great roads were fanned 
out as so many Roman provinces amongi^t proconsuls. Yes, 
hut with a diff^erence, you will say, in respect of moral prin- 
ciples. Certainly with a difference : for the English high- 
wayman had a sort of conscience for gda-days, which could 
not ol'tcn he said of the Roman governor or procurator, 
this moment ive see that the opening for tlie forger of bank- 
notes is brilliant ; but practicdly it languishes, as being too 
brilliant : it demands an array of talent for engraving, &c., 
vt'lnch, wherever it exists, is sufficient to carry a man forward 
upon principles n^pnted honourable. Why then should he 
court danger aud disr^putahillty ? But in that century the 
special tiilents which led to distinction upon the high road 
had oftentimes no career open to them elsewhere. The 
mounted robber on the higbwaya of England, in ancage 
when all gentlemen travelled with firearms, lived m an 
element of danger and adventurous gallaiftry ; wliich, even 
from those w’ho could least allow him any portion of their 
esteem, extorted sometimes a good deal of their unwilling 
adriiiration. By the necessities of the case, ho brought into 
liis perilous ])rofession some brilliant qualities — intrepidity, 
address, promptitude of decision ; and if to these lie added 
courtesy, and a spirit (native or adopted) of forbearing 
ge.nero,sity, he seemed almost a man that merited public 
encouragement: since veiy plausibly it might he argued 
that his profession was sure to exist; that, if he^ were 
removed, a ' successor would inevitably arise, and that 
Buccossor might or might not carry the same liberal and 
humanizing temper into his practice. The man whose 
skeleton was now before ns had ranked amongst the most 
c y vriroug of and was regarded by some peopTelus 

vindicating Ime na^^l honour in a point where not very 
long before it had suffered a transient eclipse. In the 
preceding generation, it had been felt as throwing a shade 
of disgrace over the public honour, that the championship of 
England upon the high rood fell for a time into French 
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lifiTjfl*: upon Freufili prowi^ss ri*pt?il the bnnlen of English 
bniiour, or, iu (Itillic phraso, of English ghn'y. Clainii* 
Duval, a Frenchman of undeniable courage, liniidsome, and 
noted fur hie chivalrous devotion to women, liad been 
honoured, on his condemnation to the gallows, by the tears 
of many ladies who utteniled his trial, and by their 
sympathizing visits during his iihprisonmunt But the 
rf>])ber represented by the skeleton in Mr. White’s museum 
Twhom let us call X, sinco his true name htas jicrished), 
aclded to the same lieroic qualities a person far more superb. 
Still it was a dreadful drawback from his pretensions, if lie 
had really practised as a numleTCr. Upon wliat ground did 
that suspicion arise ? In candour (for candour is due even 
to a skeleton) it ought to bo mentioned that the ebargi*, if 
it amounted to so much, arose with a lady from some ]/iirt 
of CJhcahire — the district of Knutslord, I behove ; —but, 
wherever it was, in tho same district, during tlie latter 
part of his jcureer, had resided our X. At first ho was not 
susnpeted even as a robber — as yet not so much as suspected 
of liring 8ii8])iciou8 : in a simple rustic neighbouihood, 
amongst good-natured peas.ants, for a long time he was 
regarded with simple curiosity, rather than suspicion ; and 
even the curiosity pointed to his horse more ll).*!!! to himself. 
The robber had made liimscdf' popular amongst the kind- 
hearted rustics by bis general courtesy- Courtesy ami the 
spirit (»f iieighbourlinoPB go a great way among>t countr}' 
]»eople ; and the worst construction of the case was, that he 
might he an embarrassed gentleman from Manchester or 
Liverpool, hiding himself from his creditors, who are 
iiohu'iou-ly a very immoral class of people. At leugi,h, 
however, n violent suspicion broke loose against bim ; for it 
was ascertained that on certain nights, when pciliaps he had 
extra motives for concealing the fact of having been abroad, 
be drew woollen stockings over his horse’s feet, vrith the 
purpose of deailening the sound in riding up a brick- paved 
entry, common to his own stable and that of a respectable 
neighbour. Thus far there was a reasonable fouudation laid 
for suspicion: but suspicion of what? Because a man 
attends to the darning of his horse’s stockings, why must he 
be fccditatiuat murder ? The fact is — and known from the 
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very first to a scleot partj* of amateurs — that X, our superb- 
looking nkeletim, i/irf, about three o’clock on a rainy Wednes- 
day inoniiiig, ill the dead of niduter, ride silently out of 
Knut'^ford ; and about forty-eight liours afterwards, on a 
liimj Fiiday, Biloiilly and softly did that same superb blood- 
horse, currying that same blood-nioii — viz., our friend the 
superb skeleton — ^pace up the quiet brick entry, in a neat • 
pair of socks, on liis retuniig, 

Ilnrnig tliat inteiwal of fo^^ejght hours, an atrocious 
murder vus committed in ihe "ancient city of Bristol. By 
whom i TJiat question is to this day unanswered. Tlie 
scene of it was a house on tlie west sitle of the Cidlego 
(been ; which is in fact that same quadrangle, planted with 
trees, and liaving on its southern side tlie Bristol Cathedral, 
u}) and down which, early in the reign of George ITT, C|iatr 
terloii walked in jubilant spirits with fair young w’oincn of 
Bristol ; uj) and down which, some thirty ytars later, Robwet- 
Southey ainl S. T. C. walked with young Bristol belles Troin 
inuter generation. The subjects of the munler wer^ an 
elderly lady, hearing some such name as Ansboroiigh, and 
her female sen^ant Mystery there was* none as to the 
motive of the murder — ^manifestly it was a hoard of money 
that ha<l attracted the assassin : hut there w^as great per- 
plexity as to tlie agent or agents concerned in the atrocious 
cet^ and ns to the mode by which an entrance, under the 
known precautions of the lady, could have been effected. 
Because a tliorouglibrcd horse could easily have aocomplislied 
the distance to and fro (say 300 miles) within the forty- 
eight lioun4, and because the two extreme dates of this forty- 
eight hours’ absence tallied^ with the requisitions of the 
BrisloJ tragedy, it did not follow that X must Lave had a 
hand in it. And yet^ had tliese coincidences Mcm been 
observed, they would certainly — now that strong suspicions 
had been dirocted to the man from the extraordinary char- 
acter of his nocturnal precautions— not have passed without 
invcstigatioiL But the remoteness of Brktol, and the rarity 
of ne^rspapen iu tiuHO mwsi ttieae to paM 

''£jiv\sl'u^ivt^ 'Viic'if ct no mitder. It n nngn^AT 

.•nc*u* 5 U iUai tliese wlier^tmds of suspicion against X ifeiv 
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not VAowed .os snrli liy anybody, until tlu-y came to be j inn 
hined with anothct and iiiMl ground. TJicn the prosuniptidiia 
Heeined conclusive, lint by that time X himself liud been 
executed for a roblieiy, had been munufuctiired a skeletim 

by the famous surgeon, Cruickshank,^ nssinted l)y Mr. 'Wliite 
and otiiur pupils, All interest in the case liad subRuied in 
• Klinthford that could now have cleared up the caw patisfar- 
torily : and thus it happened that to this day the riddle, 
which was rea«l pretty deeiaivuly in a nortliern county, still 
remains a riddle in the south. When 1 san the College 
Creeu Inmse in 1809-10, it was appiircnfly empty, and, as 
I was told, had always been empty since the munler: fortj 
years had not cicatrized the bloody remeiubraTici' ^ and, to 
this day, [lerhaps, it remains amongst the gloomy iraditjons 
of BriHlol. 

But whether the Bristol liouse has or has not shaken fdf 
that odour of blood which iiffcnded the iiosti ils of leniints, it 
is, 1 believe, cciiaiii that the city annals have not shakim off 
till* niyslery : which yet to certain peojde in Knutsford, as 
1 have said, and to us tlie spectators of the skedeton, im- 
mediately upon hearing one damning fact fzom the lips of 
Mr. AVhite, seemed to melt away and evai»or!ile as convinc- 
ingly as if we had hoard the explanation issuing in the terms 
of a cuufiission frfjin the mouth of the skeleton ithclf. What, 
then, •teas ihe fact ? With pain, and reluctantly, we felt its 
iorcc, as we looked at the royal skeleton, and reflected I'n the 
many evidences which he'liad given of courage*, and perhaps 
of other noble qualities. The ugly fact was tJjis • — In a few 
weeks after the College Green tragedy, Knutsford, iiud the 
whole neighliourhood as far as Waniiiglon (tlie lialf-wny 
town Ubtween Liverpool and Manchostei'), were del ngeil with 
gold and silver coins^ raoidores and dollars, from the iSpaiiisli 
mint of Mexico, && These, during the frequent scarcities 
of English silver currency, were notorioudy current in 
England. Now, it is an unhappy factj and subsequently 
became known to the Bristol and London police, (liat a con- 
siderable part of poor Mra Susborough's treasim* Jay in such 
coins, gold and silver, from the Spanish colonial mints. 

Lady Carbeiy at this period made an effort to teach me 
> Villiam Cniickshank, anatcunlst, born 1746, died 1800.— BL 
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Hebrew, by way of repaying in kind my paiiia in totiChing 
^G^^eek to /wr. Where, ami njvm what motive, she had her- 
self begun to leaiJi Hebrew , I forget : but in MaTicbcsier 
she had resumed tins stuSy with energy on a casual impulse 
derived from a certain Dr. Bailey, a clergyman of this city 
who hail published a Hebrew Grammar. ^ The doctor was the 
most unworldly and guileless of men. Amongst his ortho- 
dox bTcIhron lie was rejmted a “Methodist”; and not 
without reason ; for some of his Low-Church views he pushed 
into practioal extravagances that looked like fanaticism, or 
even like insanily. Lady Carhory wished naturally to testify 
licr gratitude for his services hy various splendid presents : 
but nothing would the good doctor accept, unless it assumed 
a shape that might be available for the service of the panniers 
amongfat liis congregation. Tlie Hebrew studies, however, 
notwithstanding the personal assistance which wo drew fi-oiii 
the kindness of Dr. Bailey, languished. For this them were 
Hcveral reasons ; but it was enough that the systematic 
vague ucos in the pronunciation of this, as of the ^ther 
oriental liinguages, disgu'^ted both of us. A wofd which 
could not he x>TonouiLcod with any certainty was not in a 
true sense possessed. Let it he understood, however, that it 
was not the correct and original pronunciation that we coivd 
for — iJmf has perished probably beyond recall even in the 
case of Creek, in spite of the Asiatic and the Insular Greeks ; 
what wc dcmainled in vain tras an^ pronunciation w^hatever 
that should be articulate, apprehensible, and intercommuiii- 
cablo, smh as might differentiate the wonls : whereas a system 
of mere vowels loo inadequately strengthened by consonants, 
seemed to leave all words pretty nearly alike. One day, in 
a pause of languor amongst these arid Hebrew studies,*! read 
to biT with a lieating heart “ The Ancient Mariner.” It had 
been first published in 1798 ; and about this time (1801) 
was republished the first ttoo-volumo edition of “ The Lyrical 
Ballads.” Well I knew Lady Caihery’s constitutional in- 
aptitmlc for poetry ; and not for the world would I have 
sought sympathy from her or from anybody else upon that 
part of the L. B. which belonged to Wordsworth. But I 
fancied that the wildness of this tale, and the triple majesties 
of Solitude, of Mist, and of the Ancient Unknown *Se(^ 
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might %aye won her into rclpnting ; and, in fart, the liMmiud 
with gravity and deep attention. But, on rcviv^wiiig attcr- 
wnrds in couveraation such jiasMigefl as phe happened tfj 
remember, ahe laughed nt Uie finest parta, and shocked me 
by calling Gie manner himself “an old quiz*'; protesting 
that the latter part of liis homily to 'the wedding -guest 
'clearly pointed him out as the veiy man nieant hy Pi*ovi- 
dence for a stipendiary curate to <he good l>r. Bailey in Ins 
overerouded church.^ With an albatross jierrhed on his 
slioiildcr, and who might be' introduced to the c<uigrpgatioii 
os the immediate oigan of liia conversion, and sujiporlcd hy 
the droning of a kissofm, she I’eprcMUited the niariiuT 
lecturing to advantage in English ; the doctor overhead in 
the pul]»it enforcing it in Hebrew. Angry 1 was, tliongh 
forced to laugh. But_of what use is anger or argument in a 
duel with Jemale criticism 1 Our ponderous masciiHiiu wits 
are ho match for tlie mercurial fancy of women. Once, 
however, I ha«I a liiumph ; to iny gn^at surprise, one day, 
she fuiddenly repeated hy heari, to I)r. Bailey, the heaulilhl 
passage 

slill the sails made on/' Ac , 

asking what he thought of that i* As it happened, the sjinjde 
childlike doctor had mote pensihility than herself; for, 
lliough he had never in his wdiole homely life read more of 
poetry than he had drunk <»f Tokay or (^ )Il^taIi1 la — in fact, 
had scarcely heard tell of any poetry hut ^^'attH s IJynins —lie 
seemed jHjtrified : and at lost, with a deep sigh, as if n»- 
covering from tlie spasms of a new birth, siad, “ I lle^ er lieaid 
anything so heautiiul in my vrholo life.” 

DiiiAng the long stay of the Laxton party in Manchester 
occurred a Christmas ; and at Christmas — that is, at the 
approach of this great Christian festival — so properly sub- 
stituted in England for the Pagan festival of January and 
the New Year, there was, according to ancient usage, on the 
breaking up for the holidays at the Grammar ScIjooI, a 
solemn celebration of the season by public speeches. Among 
the six speakers, I, of course (as one of the three boys who 
composed the h<^ class), held a distinguished place ; and it 
• 

^ St James's, according to my present recoUectioa. 
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followed, also an a matter of roiirse, tliat all my fiii*nd» 
on this occahiun to do me honour. What 1 liawl 
to rcoitc was a copy of Latin verses (Alciics) on the recent 
coiniuesfc <if Maltn. MdiU JlritatinU Suhada — this was the 
tjtle of my wor'^liijjfiil nonsense. The whole strength cd the 
Laxton ])arty had mnstcMvd on this orca«jion. Lady Carhery 
Jiiade 11 punit of bringing in her party eiery (ireaturo 
whom she could influence. And, probably, there were in 
that erowderl audience many old Maneln^ster frientls of my 
father, loving his memory, and thinking to honour it by 
kin. {lies'! to his son. Furious, at any rate, Avaa the aiiplause 
which greet 0*1 me : fnrioua^WiUi jny own disgusk Frantic 
were the cliiinours os iToDcludwl my nonsense T frantic was 
my inni*r sense of shame at the childish exhibition to which, 
unavoidably, I was making myself a i»ai‘Ly. T*idy fiirbery 
liad, at first, directed towartls me occasional glances, ex- 
liresaiiig a cmnic sympathy with the thnughts which she 
hupposi'd to be occupying my mind, Rut these glances 
coatscd ; and I was recalled, by the gloomy sadness ii^ Ikt 
altered cnunbmauce, to some sense of my own ixtriivagant 
and disproportionate frenzy on this occaion : from the in- 
dulgent kindness with which she honoured me, her counte- 
nance oil this occasion became a mirror to my own. At 
night she nssuied me, wdieij talking over the case, that she 
]m!l iievei' ivilne.ssrd an expression of such settled niiaciy, 
and aNo (so f^lu* fancied) of iniwiulhi'opV, as lluit which 
flfirkcncd my cuiinienanco in tho*^ moments of apparent 
public iriumph, no mailer how trivial the occasion, and 
amidst an upi-oar of friendly felicitation, I look back to 
that stile of mind os almost a criminal reproach to iiiyself, 
if it were not for the facts of the case. But, in excuse for 
mywilf, this fact, aliove all others, ought to bo mentioned — 
that, over and above the killing oppression to my too 
aenai jjve system monotonous school tasks, and the 

ruinous want of cxerci^T had' fallen under me<lical advice 
the most misleailing that it is possible to imagine. The 
physician and the surgeon of my family were men too emi- 
nent, it seemed to me, and, consequently, with time too 
notoriously bearing a high pecuniary value, for any scjiool- 
boy to detain them with complaints. Under these circum- 
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staiireFi, I threw Jiiysi-ir for aid, iii a case so simjtlt* that luiy 
clever* hoy m a ilru^'giht's bhop woiiM have known Low !»> 
treat it, upon the advice c>l‘ an old, old ajiotlieuary, who had full 
authority fivjm my guardian to lun up a most furiuun account 
against me fur luedmuc. This lielng the regular mode of pay- 
ment, inevitably, and unconaciuiisiy, he wan biasncd to a mode 
of tieutiiient — viz.,hy diastic medicines varied without end — 
* which fearfully exasperated the complaint This coiujdamt, 
as 1 now know, was the siuixdLst xipssiblc derangement oi 
the liver, a torjiDr in its action that might have been ]»ut to 
rights in tliree days. In fact, one week's pcdcbtriuu t^l^ el- 
ling amongst Ihe Ct'ieniarvonshire moiintains ei)ect(‘d a 
1 evolution in my health suJi as left me nolhing to coiu- 
plaiii of. 

An odd thing luippenod by tlie memst accident I, wbeii 
my Alcaics had run down their foolish Liriiui, instead of 
rL'suimijg my olticiid place as one of tliu Irhiily wlio (‘omposetl 
tlic lieiwl class, took a seat by the side of Lady (Airbery. On 
the other bide of her was seated a stranger ; and this stranger, 
wlK>tp niei'e chance had tlirown next to her, was Lord Kelgrave, 
lier old, and at one time (os }>e(»pLe ruucied} tavoinvd 
suitor. In this 4here wan nothing at all extruordinaiy. 
Loid Oicy tie Wiltoii, an old a limnu s of this Manchester 
(Traiiimar School, and an afawniw during the earl}* reign (d 
this same Archiiiitlascaht^, made a point of showing honour 
to liis ancient tutor, especially now wdien rt.]«ited to be 
decaying; and with the Mime view lie bioiiglit Loitl llel 
grav'e, who had become his hoii-in-law niter bin rejection by 
Lilly (‘arbery. The wdiole was a very luituial ncculeiit. 
But Lady Caihery was not .sufficiently hroiizeil by worldly 
habits U' treat this accident with , £*he ihd not to 

the puttie eye betray any embarrassment ; but afterw'iirds slie 
told me that no iiiddeut could have been mure distrestaing to 
her. 

Some months after this, the Laxton party quitted Man- 
Chester, having no further motive for staying, kf I* * • 

was now coiifeasedl y dyui g ; niediciil skill couI3"flo no more 
for IieF; audTSiis* being so, there w’as no reason w'hy slie 
should continue to exchange her own ipiiet little lluUaiul- 
bhiie cottage for the discomfoi'ts of smoky lodgings. Lady 
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Carbery retinal like Bonic golden pageant amosgst the clouds; 
tliick darkness 6uccecde& ; the ancient torpor re-estsdjlished 
..ii-l niy h^ialth giew distressingly worsa Then it 
was, alter dreadful self-conflicts, that I took the unhappy 
resolution of which the results ore recorded in the “ Opium 
OoufcHsions.’’ ^ At this point, the reader mast understand, 
comes m that chapter of iiiy life ; and, for all winch concems 
that delirious jieriod, 1 refer him to those “Confessions.”* 
Some anxiety I had on Itj^ving Manchester, le&t my inothei 
should SLiifer too much from tins lush stop , and on that im- 
]i(ilsti I altered (die direction of my wanderings ; not going 
(as 1 had originally jdanned) to the English Lakes, hut 
making first of all for St John’s Priory, Chester, at that 
time my mother’s residence. There I fouud my maternal 
uncle, Oaiitinn . Penaon, of the Bengal establishment, just 
recently come home on a two years’ leave of absence ; and 
there I had an interview with my mother. By a teuiporar}* 
arrangement 1 received a weekly allowance, whiidi would 
have enalih'd me t<» live in any district of Wales, eitlier 
North or South ; for Wales, both North and Sf»uth, is (or at 
any rale tcras) a land of exemjdaiy cheapness. For instance, 
at Talyllyii, in MorionetliRhire, or anywliere off the line of 
tourists, I and a lieutenant in our English navy paid six- 
pence uniformly for a handsome dinner ; siYpcnce, 1 mean, 
apiLMie. But two months later came a goldr>n blockhead, w'ho 
in-tructed the x>coplc that it was “ sinful ” to charge less than 
tliive shillniga Tii Wales, meantime, I suilered gi'ievously 
lioin want of books ; and, fancying, in my profound ignor- 
ance of Ibe world, that I could borrow money upon my own 
eYjxM'iatious, or, at least, that I could do so with the j'oint 
security of Lord Wesixjoit (now Earl of Altamoiit, upon hia 
father’s elevation to the Marquisate of Sligo), ^ or (failing that) 
with the security of his amiable and friendly cousin, the 
Earl of Desart, 1 had the unpardonable folly to quit the 
deep tranquillities of North Wales, for the uproars, and 

^ The resolution of rnuniiig away from tlie Mancliestei Grammiir 
ScIjouI ; which he did one July moniiug m 1802. — M. 

Thf Earl of Altaniont was created Martinis of Sligo 29th 
Pei'cniber 1800 ; from whi^h date, accoidiiigly, Do Quiucey’s young 
fiiuud, laird Westport, had been by conrtCKy Etirl of Altaniont.— M. 
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perils, and the certain miseries of London. 1 Imd Lorrriwed 
ten guineas { 1*0111 Lady Carbery ;''and ut that tune, wLcii 
my purpose was known to nobody, I might have borwwed 
any sum I pleased. But I could lU'ver again avail myself of 
that resource, because T must have given some address, iii 
order to insure the receijit of Lady Carbejys ; and iii 

that case, so sternly roiiBoiouluniB wasThe tliat, under the 
' notion of saving me from ruin, luy address uould liave been 
immediately communicated to njy guardians, and by tlu'iii 
would have been confideil to the unrivalled delective Uileiit^, 
in th(«8e days, of Townsend, or some other Bou Street 
olFicer.^ 

^ At this point the midur lias to iniagiuo that wondiTtul )'1iiiig(* of 
young De Quiuoey into Loudon alter his vagraiiry 111 Wa]<>*>, and those 
miseries ot his moutlih of bhulking ami scmt-slnivatiou 111 Lomlon, tin* 
fitorv of ^vhu’h is told m the CoiifLmvtis,fiii\i wlinh t«ui) hiui out ol 
180^ into 1808. > M. 



CHAPTER XVII 

THE riUOBY^ CllESTEli^ 

That episode, or impassioned parcAtliesIs, in my life which is 
cotnpridiciuleil iii “ The Confeasioiis of an Opium-Eater *' had 
finislu'd . snppuic it over and gone, and once more, after the 
storms of London, supposis me resting from my dreadful 
u'luembranrcs in the deep monastic IrniKiuillity of St. John’s 
Prim*}' ; <nid jubt thuii, by accident, with no aasociates except 
luy mother and my uncle. What waa the Piiory nke ? 
Was it yoiiijg (»r old, handsome or plaii^? AVliat was my 
uncle the captciiu like '/ Young or old, handsome or plain ? 
Wait a little, my reader ; give me time, and 1 will tell you 
all. My uncle’s leave of absence from Jntlia bad not ex- 
j)ired ; in fact, it had nine or ten months still to run ; and 
this accident furnuihcd us nil with an o|iportuiiity of wit- 
nessing his iireteriiatural activity One moruiiig early in April 
of the year 1803. a gentleman called at the Pnory, and 
mentioned, as The non s of the morning brought ilown by the 
Lomion mail, that there had been a very hot and very 
sudden *‘pre<«s” along the Thames, and simultaneous!} at the 
out])ort<*. Indeed, before tliis, the sjiiteful tone of Sej^tiani’s 
llejiort, together with the arnigant comment in ^'Jlie 

See fnotuote, /luteg p. 378. Tbis concluding chapter of tho volume has 
a sporial interest from the fact tliat it tells us more about De Quiuoey’s 
mother than wo have heard licrelotore. As in the first chapter he 
flketchf <1 chiefiy his father, the hlanchester merchant, wlio died in 1793 
at the ago of forty, so in this concluding chapter he de&cnhes for us 
his mother as she had lived in various ports of England since theu, and as 
she was lu 1803, the tenth year of her widowhood — M. 
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“ ** oil the supponoil inaWlity of Groat Ijiiiuiu l(» 

(;oTitejiil ‘"aiiiyle-liaiidcd " with France, aiiJ, finully, the 
public brutality to our ambaa'iailor, hod pre[t.uvd us all for 
war. But, then, might not all this blow over ? No : apart 
from any choice or piyfenuice of war on the pait of Napoleon, 
hirt very existence depended upon war. He lived by and 
, thr»»ugli the army. . 'NVithont a succession of wars and martial 
glories in res»M‘\o for tlio army, what inlercF>t had they in 
Napoleon ? I'liis was obscurely acknowledged by everybody. 
More or less consciously jiorceived, a f'^eling deep and strong 
ran thi'ough the nation, that'it wms vain to seek exjiedieiits 
or delays ; a iiiiglity strife hud to be fought out, which could 
not be evatlcd. Tlience it was lliot the volunteer system 
w.is 80 rapidly and earnestly. dCKli>pcd. Ah a lirst.^tagi* in 
the process of natioiuil enthnsiasm, IIiIk was invaluable. Tlie 
first ini]ni]sc drew out the maU^rial. Next, as miglit have 
been foreseen* came an experience which ianght ns seasonably 
that these rcduiKlant materials, mule and mi.tcellaneous, re* 
tpured awiiiiiow'ing and silting, which vciy scufli W'e had; 
and tHie i>‘sultwas — an iiiooniparablo militia. Chester shone 
conspicuously in this noble competition. ' But here, as else- 
wLeie, at first there was no cavalry. Upon that arose a knot 
. of gentlemen, chicHy those wdiu hunted, and in a very lew 
hours laid the foundation of a pniall cavalry force. Thre^ 
troop**- were raised in the rity tif CJln-slcr — one of the three 
being given to luy uiicb* The whole wire under the com- 
lUiUid of Colonel l)od, W'ho luul a laiide«l e^^ate in the county, 
and wlu> Jikft my nncle) liaii lieeii in India. But (’olonel 
J)od and the capiaiiis of the two other iroo]»s gave ci'iiipina- 
tively little aid. The whole. vyorking activilies of the Hystem 
rested uli niy undo. Then first I saw energy , then first I 
knew what it tiicaiik All the ofiicers of the three troops ex- 
changed ilinner parties with each other ; and conbcquently 
they dined at the Priory often enough to make us aoiiuainlcil 
with their characteristic qualities. That period had not yet 
])assed away, though it was already passing, when genlb'men 
did not willingly leave the dinner-table in. a state of abbolutc 
sobriety. Colonel Dod and my undo hiul leanicd in Bengal, 
under the coercion of the climate, habits of temperance. 
But (Jie others (though few, perhHi>s, might he systematic 
VOL. I an 
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(IriiikcTfl) wor»* fiiivli'M in'tliiR respect, and drank under social 
excitement cjiiite enouf;li lo lay hare the ruling tendencies of 
their several clmraclei-s. Jleing English, naturally the 
inajorjly weie energetic, and heyond all things despised 
•Ireaming/aiMrfnis (such, for insbiinv, as we find the pnhti- 
ciiins, or even the cmispiratoi's, of ll.ily, Spain, and Germany, 
whoso whole power of action cvaj^onites an talking, and his- 
tnonieally geslicnlating). Yet still the host of ihciu Foemed 
inert hy comiiarison with iny uncle, and to regard hU stand- 
ard of action and exertion as ti*espasHing to a needless degree 
upon ordinary human comfort. 

rtininioiiplacfi, meantime, my uncle was in the character 
of his intellect ; there he fell a thousand leagues helow my 
mother, to whom he looked up with afTectionaic astonish- 
ment. Hut, as a man of action, he ran so far ahead ot men 
generally, tliat he ceased to impress one as coinmonplace. 
ITo, if any nuiu ever did, n^alixed the Homan piet's descrip- 
tion of being Tiiifus rehux agendi^ — sent into this world wot for 
talking, but for doing , not for counsel, but for execution. 
On tliat field he was a iwHontous man — a monster ; •and, 
viewng him as such, I am disposed to comiede a few words 
to what modern slang dcnoniiriatea Ins ‘*antcc> ib*uts’* 

Two brothers and one sister — viz, my iiiother — composed 
the household choir of children gathering round the hearth 
of niy maternal gi’andparents, whose name was I^nspu. 
My grandfather at one time held an ijtTice under the king; 
liuw named, I onco heard, but ba\e forgotten; only this T 
remember, that it was an office >vliicli conferred the t.itle of 
JSstjnire; so that upon each and all of Ins several coffins — 
lead, oak, mahogany — he was entitled to jiroclaiin Inniselfan 
Ann iger ; wli ich, observe, is the newetl — oldest— most classic 
mode of saying that one is privileged to bear arms in a sense 
intelligible only to the Heralds’ College. This Ann iger, this 
undeniable Sipiirc, was doubly distinguished : first, by his 
iron constitution and impregnable health ; which were of 
such fjuality, and, like the sword of Michafel, the warrior- 
angd (“ Paradise Lost,” B. it.), had “ from the armouiy of 
God been given him tempered so,” that no insurance -office, 
trafficking in life-annuities, would have ventured to look him 
in the face. People thought him good, like a cat^ for .eight 
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or nine pwierations ; nor «lid my nan juTceiv'' at wlui! 
avuntie denth could tiiid, nr diKea'^e could iorco, a piacluMlilc 
broach; and jet, such anchora^'c have all liuimiii hojtcN. m 
the very inidht of Ihcso ■windy anliciiutnuis, tins wiiiiopviiiib' 
;;i*aiid]iai)a of mino, nut yot a cry far alii'ad of wxly — boiiiL', 
in fat't., tlirocFCorc yoai.'' and none — buddoiily slinck his fla^, 
and found liimM*!^ in hi.-* jmvilof'od cluiracliT ot Armujn^ 
neediiifT those door (cofriii-door) iiUdi-s whkli all roasonalilo 
people had hUppoRo<l to be roset\cd for the nitmiifactumn^ 
hands of some remote century. Armigt^r, jiac-k up your 
traps ” — “ Collide sarcinns ** — .S<{nire, you re wanli'il " ; 
these dreadful citations uvre inevilabh* ; conio they inu'^l ; 
hut surely, os ev<Tyhody lliou^dit, not iu the e»^li1«'euth, or. 
perlmjis, even the nineteenth century. afiffr vistnit. 

My pr.mdfath(*r, built for an duralum, *lid not mme 

wilhiii hail oi myself, whilst lits j^cnlU* ]iarlnei, my f;r.ind 
mother, who made no show of extra huipeMly, lived down 
into my permil, and had the benefit of my an|uaiutance 
through half a dtiyen years. If she turneil tins juece of good 
fortjine to no gi’cat i»ractical account, that (you know) was no 
fault of miuo. Jtouhtless, I w'as rtiidy with my advice, 
freely and giutuifously, if she lia«l comh'veiided to ask font 
Ivcluniing to my grandfiitluT the other distinguisiiing eii- 
ilow'nieiit, hy which lie was so favourably known and remem- 
bered amongst Ins friends, wjw the magical versatility of his 
talents, and Ins jiower of self-aceoiiiiiiodation to all humours, 
tempers, ami ages. 

‘‘Oinius ArisliiijHiiii deciut c<>li>r, rt status, ft rev." *- 

■' ( • ' 1 * 1 * iv. 

And iu allusifui to this line from Horace it w'as, that aiiioiigsl t 
Ilia lilprary’ fnemls lie was known familiarly hy the name of 
Aristippus, His sons, Edward and Thomas, resembled him, 
by all accounts, in nollnng ; neither physically, nor in moral 
veTsatility. These two sons of the Sciuire, Edwiu*d ami 
Thomas, through some traditional prejudice in the fitmily, 
had alw'Ays directed their views to the military proli .smon. 
In such a case, the King’s army is naturally that fo which a 
youTkg man’s expectations turn. But to wait, and after all 
hy xiossibility to wait in vain, did not suit my fiery grand- 
fath^. The interest wdilch he could put into motion was 
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consideraLlc ; l)Uti it ip ore applicable to tbc service of the 
East Tndia Coinpany than to any branch of the Home Ser- 
vice* This interest was so exerted, that in one day he ob- 
tained a liciitenantcy in the OolllJ»any^s service for each of his 
sons. About 1780 or 1781, both young men, aged severally 
sixteen and peveiiU'en years, went out to join their regiments 
— both regiments being on the Bengal cstfiblishment. Very 
diifcrexjt were Ibeir fates ; yet llieir qualificationR ought to 
have been the same, or difPiAing only as sixteen differs froin 
seventeen, and also as sixteen overflowing with levity differs 
from seventeen pn'maturely thoughtful. ISdward Person was 
early noticed for liis high principle, for his licnignity, and for 
a tLonghtfuluess somewhat sorrowful, that seemed to have 
caught in childhood some fugitive glimpse of his own too brief 
career. At mKinday, in some part of Bengal, ho went out 
of doors bareheaded, and died in a few hours. 

In 1800-1801, ray mother had become dissalisiied with 
Bath as a rc^sidcTico ; and, being free from all ties connecting 
her with any one county of England rather than another, 
she resolved to traverse the mobi aitraclLve ]>aTts of othe 
island, and upon ]>er8onal inspectifm to select a }u>me ; not a 
ready-built boiuc, but the ground on which she might herself 
create one ; for it happened that amongst the few iniirmities 
liesetting my niotherV habits and cunbtitution of mind ivas 
the costly one of seeking her chief intellectual cxciteTncnt in 
'nrcliitectural creations. She individually might be said to 
Iia\o built Qreenbay ; since to her views of domestic elegance 
and propriety my father had resigned almost everything. 
This was her couji ; secondly, she huilt tbc complement 
to the Priory in Cheshire, which cost about £1 000 ; thirdly, 
Westiiay, in Somersetshire, about twelve miles from B|i&tol, 
which, including the bind attached to the house, cost 
£12,500 — not including subsequent additions ; but this was 
built at the cost of niy uncle ; finally, Weston Leo, close to 
Bath, which, being designed simply for herself in old age, 
with a moderate establishment of four servants (and some 
reasonable provision of accommodations for a few visitors), 
cost originally, I believe, not more than £1000 — excluding, 
however, the co^ of all after alterations. It may serve to 
show how inevitably on amateur architect, without pro- 
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fessicnal aid and cuuDscd, will l>o Aufrauded, tliat the fiibt of 
these houses, which cost £6000, sold for no more thiiu 
£2500, Olid the third for no more than £5000. The 
person who superintended the workmen, and had the whole 
practical management of one amongst these four liuiiscs, was 
a common builder, without capital or education, an d the 
greate st knave tha£ perhoiiaRy J have kn*)WTi. It may illuh- 
trat^ the W’ayln which lady arqiiitects, without profcKsional 
aid, are and ever will be deliaiided, tliat, after all was 
finished, and tlie entire w'oodw'urk was to be measured and 
valued, each pirty, of course, needing to be represented by a 
profession»d agent, naturally the knavish builder w^os reiuly 
at earliest dawn with /i£s agent; but, as reganled iny motlier's 
interest, the task of engiiging such an agent had been coutided 
to a i dl .jirji^j-br^nr.n, “ evangelical of course, and a 
humble sycj^limii of hEanmidA Mo ie, but otlierwise tlio most 
helpless of human bemgs— baptized or luiidel. lie con- 
tented himself wdth instructing a young gentleman, aged 
about fifteen, to take liis pony and iide over to a distant 
cathedral town, whuli was honoured l»y the abode of u 
virtuous thougla drunken surveyor. This respectable 
drunkard ho was to engage, ami also with obvious discietiua 
to fee, beloreliuiid. All which w'as demt* : the drunken 
surveyor had a sort oi filv, it was understood, that alw^ays 
tow'ords sunset inclined him to usbiimc the hoiizontal posture, 
rortunutely, however, for that pait of maukiud whom 
cinjumstiinccs had brought under the necessity of ccuuiauiii- 
t:<iting with him, these fits were intermitting ; so that, lor 
iiibiance, in the present case, upon a severe call aribiiig ftjr 
his poikeiing the fee of Urn guineas, he ostonislied his whole 
hou^iold by suddenly standing bolt upnght as stiff as a 
poker ; his sister remarking to the young gentleman that he 
(the visitor) was in luck that evening : it wasn't everybody 
that could got that length in dealing with Mr. X 0. How- 
ever, it is distressing to relate that the fits immediately re- 
turned ; and, with that degree of exasperation which made it 
dangerous to suggest the idea of a receipt ; since that must 
have required the vgrticgl attitude. Whether that attitude 
ever was recovered by the unfortunate gentleman, I do not 
knoiV. Foity-and-four years have passed since then. Almost 
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uverybofly connected with 'the « ai»e liiis had time to assume 
permanently the liorizonhd : viz., tliat knave of a 

builder, whose knaveries (gilded by that mornin{j sail of 
June) were coiitiulled by nobody — that s^xophantish parson 
— tliat yount 5 ocntleiiian of fif(.eeii (now, alas ! iifty-uine), 
^\ho uiiiht lonj' bince liave sown his wild ofits — tliat unhappy 
pony of eighteen (now, aliis ! sixty-tw'o, if living ; ah ! 
venerable i»ony, that iiiubt (pr imisledt) now reiiuiro thy oat«< 
to be boiled) —in short, one and all of these venerabilities — 
knaves, ponies, drunkards, receipts — ^liave descended, 1 bc- 
lii‘Vo, to ebaoR or to Hados, with hardly one exrex»tion. 
Chiincery itself, though sinnewhat of an Indian jujJi'lei, couhl 
11 lit xday with siicli oenul balls as these. 

On wh.it ground it was that my mother quarrelled with 
the advantages of Bath, so many and so cons]>icuouK, I cannot 
guess. At that time — viz., tho opening of the nineteenth 
century — the old traditionary cuhtoni of the place had estab- 
^lishcd for y<»uiig and old the luxury of sedan-chairs. Nine- 
tuuths, at least, of the colds juid c^itai'i'liH, those initial s^ges 
of all pulnioiiciry complaints (the cajntal scourge of England), 
are caught in Uie transit hetHcen the (loor.iof a caiTiage ^d 
the genial atmosphere of the drawing-room. By a sedan- 
chair all this d.iiigcr was evaded ; your two chairmen marched 
right into llie liall : the hall-door w'as closed ; and not until 
then W'as the mof and the door of your chair opened : the 
Iraii'olatiuii was — from one nioin to another. To my mother, 
and ni.'Uiy in Iut situatioii, the sed.-m-chair recummeiided 
itself also by advantages of another elabs. Inuuediately on 
coming to Bath, hei candage was “ laid up in ordinary,” 
The tnilnig rent of a coach-house, sonic slight annual repairs, 
and llic tax, conijKised the w^hole annual cc^st. At that* time, 
and tliroughout the war, the usual estimate for the cost of a 
close carriage in London was £320 : since, in order to have 
tho certain services of two horses, it was indispensable to 
keep tlireo. Add to this the coachman, the wear-and-tcar of 
harness, and the duty ; and, even in Eath, a cheaper place 
than London, you could not accomplish tlie total service 
under £270. Now, except the duty, all tliis expense was at 
once Biqierseded by the sedan-chair — rarely costing you 
above ten shillings a vreek — is., twenty-five guineas 
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i y<(Pr, anJ liberatiiit^ you from <ill cart< or au\ii‘ty. Tlu» 
duty oil four wheel r, it is true, wiis giiddoiily exaltwl hy Mi. 
PiltB triple assessiueiit from twelve ^uinociH to ibirtj-six . 
hut what a triile hy c'onipiinMu\"nt7r Ih'e eo6r'orhurbes anti 
coachman 1 And tlieii, no denuiiuls for money were ever met 
w) eheerfiilly hy my juuther *18 tho^e which went to aupjiort Mr. 
Pitt’s ])olicy uguiiwt Jac(»biii]sm and Uegiuide. At present, 
after five years’ sinecure existence, unless or the ram sum- 
luons of a journey, this dormaift carriage was sndtlenly un- 
doched, and put into cominihbion. Taking with her t^o 
servants, and one of iiiy sisters, my mother now eulemd iijum 
a or systematic circnuinai igution of all Eiij^laiid , 

and ill Englantl oiily^, through the ailxiiiiahlo luacluueiy 
matureil for such a purpose — vi«., inns, iiiiikce|u rs, survants, 
lii)r.Refl, all firRt-rate of their class — it was l)o^^lh]e to puisue 
such a scheme in the midst of domestic comfoit. My mother s 
restdiition was to see all England with her own eyes, and to 
juilge for lierself upon the qualificatious of eoidi county, each 
town (not being a bustling seat of comiiierc(*)> and each village 
(Infving any advantages of sceiLery\ for (contributing the main 
elements towards a home that might jubtily her in hiiiUhug 
a house. Tlie (lualitications inhinted on were tliese five : — 
good medical, ad vice bomowdiero in the neighbourhood ; first- , 
rate nieazi' f n ; e loj^aii tjor what most people might j 

ttiTnk: aribt«jcraticJ society ; agyecahle bceuery : and so fur the j 
(lilficulty w'jw not lUbiipiTable in the way of iinding all the 
four ad\aiil!iges concentrated. But my mother insisted on a 
lifth, which 111 those da}8 insured the lustaiit shipwreck of 
the entire scheme: this was a Church of England parish 
clergyman, who was to be stnctly urtliodox, faithlul to the. 
artitles of our English Chui-ch, yet to these aiticlcs os inter- 
preted by evangelical divinity. My mother’s views were pre- 
cisely those of her friend Mrs. Hannah More, of Wtlberforco, 
of Henry Thornton, of Zachary Alacaulay (&tlier of the his- 
torian), and generally of those who were then known amongst 
sneerers as “tin' C1.iph.ini faUjt.-..*’ This one requisition it 
was on which tlic scheme foundered. And the luct merits 
recording, as an exposition of the broad religious difference 
between the England of that day and of thia At present, 
ncs difficulty would be found as to this fifth requisition. 



408 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


Evangelical clergynieu Ure now buwn broadcast; at ^ that 
peiiod, there were not, on an average^ abo ve b ix or eight m 
each of fhc hfiy-txiu counties. 

The condilKJiis, as a were m fact incapable of 

being ^‘ulized , A\lierc two or three wew attained, three or 
two failed. It was too much to exact so many advantages 
from any one place, unless London ; or really, if any other 
place could be looked to with Lope in such a chase, that 
place was Hath, — the very city my mother was prejiaring to 
leave. Yet, liad this been otherwise, and the prospect of 
success more jiroiuising, I have not a doubt that tlie })rctty 
gem ivhieh suddenly wiis oifered at a price unintelligibly 
low in the ancient city of Chester vrould have availed (os 
instantly it did unul], luid x^c^i'hapB ought to have availed; iu 
obscuring those ti\e conditnms, of wrhieh else ciU'h separately 
for itFicll had seemed a conddio sine mn. I'liis gem was 
on ancient house, on a miniature scali*, called the Prir^; 
and, until the dissolution of rcdigions houses in the earlier 
half of the sixteeuth century, had formed part of Die Priory 
at£)clied to the ancient (Hiureh (blill Douribhiiig) of St. JohVs. 
Tow'ords the end of the sixteenth, and Ihrongh the iirst 
quarter of the sevculeentli century, this Priory had been in 
the occux>ation of Sir Itobert Cotton, the antiquary, the friend 
of Hen Jniisuii, of Oohe, of Seldeii, &c., and advantageously 
known as one of those who applied his legal and historical 
knowledge to the bending back into eoustilulioiial moulds 
of those des]iotic tw^ists which new' intci’ests and false 
counsels had develojied in tlic Tudor and Stuart dyuastiea 
It was an exoecdingl} pretty ]dace : and the kitchen, upon 
the gi’jund htorey, which had a noble gr'dned ceiling of 
Hinne, iiidicatiMl, by its dispropuHioiiate scale, Uie luagiiKudo 
of the e&tuliliHhmciit to wdiicb once it had miu^stered. 
Attached to this sjilendid kitchen were tributary oftices, && 
On the ui>per stony were exactly five rooms —viz., a ner\'nnW 
dormitory, meant in Sir Robert’s day for two beds ^ at the 

^ Tlio contrivance niuongst our unuostOTs, even at haughty Cam- 
bridge and haughtier Oxford, was, that one bed riung six inches trom 
tUo flour ran (m the day-time) uudri a loftier bed; it ran upon 
castors or little whech. The leaructl word for a little wheel U troch- 
lea ; iruni which Grecian and I^atin term comes the English word 
trucklc-h^, * 
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Icastj^and a dervarits* TLiise wore aliut (iff 

into a separate SLctiun, with a little staircase (like a ship's 
companion-ladder) and a little lohhy of its own. But the 
principal section on this ujiper shircy had been dedicated to 
the use of Sii* H^^hort, ami consisted of a iiretty old hall, 
lighted by an old luoii.istic-jiainted window in the door of 
entrance ; aecuiidly,* a rather elegant diiiiiig-rooin ; thirdly, 
a bedroom. The glory of the Ijousc inleriiully lay in Ihi- 
monastic kitchen, and, secondly, in what a Vreuchiiiaii 
would have called, jiroperly,* Sir lioht‘rt s own ajiartment ^ of 
three rooms ; but, thiidly and chieily, in a jnle of niiin^d 
arcliuays, most picturesque, ho far as they \vejit, hut so small 
that I)ruiy Lane could easily have found i(»om lor them on 
its stage. These stood in the niiniatare i>leasu]‘e-g round, .uid 
were constantly resorted to by artists for RpiM'imens f>f 
architectural decays, or of nature ^(ukiiig for the conctal- 
nn nt of such decays by her ordinary processes of gorgeous 
tloral vegetation. Ten rjHuns there may have been in the 
Priory, as offered to tny mother for less than i'ftOO. A 
dra\A]ig-room, hediooiUH, dressing-rooms; &c , iiiaking about 
ten jpore, were adjed by luy mother for u sum under £1000 
'J'hc same iimiiaiure scale was observed in all these udditioiiH. 

* And, as the Pnory was not within the walls of the city, 
wliilst the river Dec, flowing immediately IxjIow, secureil it 
fnmi annoyance on one side, and the church, with its adjacent 
churchyard, iiiHulated it fixini the tumults of life on all the 
other sides, an atmosphere <»f conventual btilliiess and tran- 
quillity brooded over it and all aiuund it for ever. 

Such was the house, such was the society, in wdiieli 1 
now found myselt ; and uxiou the whole T might describe 
myself as being, accoiding to the modem phrase, in a false 
position.” I hail, for instance, a viwt superiority, as was to 
iiave been expected, in bookish attainments, and m atlroit- 
ness of logic ; whilst on the other hand, 1 w'us ridiculoubly 

1 Apartment** ' — Our English use of the word ‘apnrtn'eiil is 
al«iird, bincA it leads to total mibconcejitions. We tcdd in l''ieri'']i 
memoirs mnumerahle of the king's apartment^ of Ihi. tpaenh apintmrnt^ 
and for us Englibh the question ansc.<i, How T had the king, lia<l 
her majesty, only one roomt But, my fnciul, they might have a 
thousand rooms, and yet hive only one ajiarinient An aiiartinciit 
meanf, in llie continental use, a s^iiqu or cvmpartmetit of an edifice. 
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BliortBigliied or ifi all of ordinary huinj^n ex- 

perience. It must not be ?upiM>scd that I ivgarded my 
o™ iMn-ticular of Bupenorily, or that I used tlieui 

with any vanity or view to jiresi'iit ailvanlugi‘8. On the 
contrary, 1 hickciied t>ver them, and laboured to defeat 
them. Hut in vain 1 sowed enors in my premisea, or 
planted al't'Urdities iii luy assumi)! ions. Vainly I tried, 
such blundeis, as ])utting four U^ruis into a syllogism, w'hicli, 
us all Llie world knows, ought to run , on threi* ; a liiiiod it 
ought to bo, by all rules known to man, and, bebidd, I forced 
it to liccuiiic a quadrujied. Upon my uncle's military haste 
and iumnltnoiis energy in ptebsiug Ins opimoiH, all sneb 
dtdbate reliiiemciits w*ere ubholuLely tlirowui away. M'lth 
dihgubt I saw, with dlsgURt he sawr, that tex* apparently the 
u<lvaniagi* lay w'ith me in the result; and, whilst 1 worked like 
a dragon to place myself m the WToiig, some fiend a])]>areutly 
so counters oiked me that eternally I was riamudcd of 
the TM.. • ’ .V*' Mj. . which lately' 1 had continually seen 
currojiTin Moitli Wales, beiu'ingfor tlieir heraldic dibtineiion 
throe bumau legs in aimour, but bu ]ilaceil in relatlbn to 
each oilier, that always one leg is vertical and mounting 
guard on bi'half of the other two, which, therefore, are 
enabled to s]>raw] aloft iii the air— in fact, to be as absurdly* 
negligent as tJiey clioose, relying upon Iheir vigilant brother 
below, and ii])o]i tlie WTiiten legend or motto, SlADiT 
QUOC'UNQUio JKCERis ^Staiid it will ujirigh^ though* you 
bliouLl iling it in any concenable diiecliuii). What ga^e 
anoth(‘r feature of dihlraction and lueohoreiuy to my ])u&itiou 
w'as, That 1 htill occupied the position of a reputed buy, nay, 
a child, ill tile ebtiiiiate of my auilicncc, and of a child in 
disgrace. Time enough had not X'ussed since my elopement 
from bdiool to win for me, lu minds so fresh from that 
reiuf-uihrance, a station of purification and absoilment. 
Oxford might avail fo assoil me, and to throw iiitolTdistant 
retrosjiect my boyibh tiHisjiosses ; hut os yet Oxford hod not 
arrivciL 1 committed, h^de^ a great £mlt in taking often 
a tone of mock seriousness, w'heii the detection of the playful 
extravagance was left to the discernment or quick sympathy 
of the lieai'er ; and 1 was blind to ihe fact, that neither my 
iiiotlier nor my unde was distinguished by any natural 
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liveliieps of vision for*tho coinn’,*>r any lor tlu* 

extravagant My iiiotLcr, for example, liad au awful sense 
of conscientious fidelity in the payment of taxes. Many a 
rps^iectable family I Imvo known that would p^i^^l^ely have 
encouraged a smuggler, aiul, in conse«pn*nce, were bi set con- 
liiiiially by mock sningglers, olfeiing, with oirs of afieoted 
mystery, home cohiuiodities liable in no custom-house 
objections whatsoever, only at^a hyiKirbolical price. 1 
remember even the case of a duke, who bought in Piccadilly, 
under laughable circii instances of comjilev dI^glliae, some silk 
handkerchiefri^ falsely ]»n'tendi«g to be l«neign, and wmk 
so incensed at iiiuling liimself to have li«‘eu comiiiilting no 
breach of law whatever, but biiiiply to ha\e been J>aying 
double the ordinary shop piico, that he juillefi up the ^ol- 
smuggler to Row Stieel, even at tlie ceitain ]»rice of ' 
exposure to himself. The diaige lie allegt'd against tlie 
man wms the imleiialilc one. of imt being a siiiuggler. My 
mother, oii the contrary, ])ronounctid all such atlempta at 
chcaling^thc king, or, uh 1 less harshly IhiiumI il, cheating 
the \ix-gatheier, as being e(pial in guill to a frouil upon 
one’s neighbour, or to diiect appropriation of aiiolhci man’s 
purse. 1, on my pait, held, that Government, having oftt'ii j 
defrauded me through ith agent and civalure tlin i*usi-.oiU£.e) | 
by nionslrous overcharges on letters, had thus treated in luy ; 
behalf a light of retall.itioii. And dnadfully it aiiuoyod * 
my luolhiT that 1, stating this iiglil in a \erv plausible 
Tule-oJ-tliree fuim, viz., As ip the income of tin* h.iid irMudulent 
Govornineiit to my poor p.iliiinoiiin1 iiUDiiie of .£ir>0 per 
annum, so is any out special fiaud (as, Lor instain e, that of 
yestenl.iy morning, aiiiouiitiiig tlnrleenpence upon *i single 
letterj to that c(pul.;ble iienalty which J am entitled to 
recover npuu the goods and chatteU (wherever found) of tlie 
ill-advised Britannic Goverunieiit, Duiing the w*ar wdtli 
Najiolcon, the income of this Govevumciit ran, to all umouuts, 
between fifty and seventy nuUiou pounds sterling. Awful, 
therefore, seemed the inheritance of retaliation, inexliatistilde 
the fund of reprisals, into which I stcjipcd,-- “ince oven a 
single case of jobbery, such as 1 could plead by dozens, in 
the course of a few years, though no more tlmn thirleeiipence, 
yet, Multiplied into seventy million times 240 ponce, minus 
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£150, ma'le a \ery coiufurUble property. Tlie riglit was 
clear ; aiid the solo dilUuulty lay in asserting it : in £u;t, 
that saniL difficulty which beset the philosujiher of old, in 
j aigiiiiig witli the Eiu£)oror Ifadriau, vi/», the want of thirty 
f legions fur the pur]KJSc of clf'urly jioiiiting out to Cmsar 
• where it that the truth lay, — the secret truth, that 
' raroHl (»f jiU *• nugget a” 

This couiiter-challenge of (lu>eiiiment, as the fiiht mover 
Hi a by stem of fraiuls. aiiiiojed, but also periiluxed my 
me 'tiler evceeilingly. For an argument that shaped itself 
into a riile-of4hie.o illustraiion seemed ns'illy to wear too 
candnl an aspect fur buniniary and uhsolule rejection. 

iii^ueh disciisMions wore to me a comic shape. Lut alto- 
gether bciKjUH were the di’^jniteH upon India — a topic on 
s(‘])!t]'al(‘ grounds equally luLci'esting to us all, ns the mightiest 
of English culuiiics, and the siipeihest Jiiouumeiit of demoniac 
Eiiglihh energy, revealing ibself in buch men as dive, Hast- 
ings, and boon after ni the two M’ellesleys. To my mother, 
tih the giu\e of one brother, as the Innno of lUioiher, ant^as a 
new centre from whicli (Jhiibtianil} Mic hu]>ed) would mount 
like an eagle, — ior jiisi about that time the Bible Society was 
j»re^HU'Jijg initial movements ; wliilst to my uncle India 
appeared an the arfiia upon whicli Ills activities were yet to 
find lliiur ude([iinte career. 'With iVK)K>i't to the QuisUlUUSib 
ypn xif j[|»ilpL, niy uncle assumed a hope which he did not 
i-eally feel ; and in another iMiint, more trying to himself 
personally, he had soon nii opportunity for showing the 
sniLcrity of this defeiTiice to his spiritual - minded sister, 
Et>r, very soon alter his return to India, he. received a civil 
apjiointment (^SiqicnrUtiuJoit of MiliUmj Jiuildings tu Hinjal), 
higlily lucrative ; and the moi'e so, us it could be lield con- 
jointly with his military rank ; hut a good deal of its pecu- 
niary udvautugcH was said to lie in fees, or pcrcjuisiles, 
])nvately uilered, but perfectly regular and officiid, which my 
mother (misunderstanding the Indian system) chose to cull 
“bribes.” A very ugly word was that; but I argued that 
even at borne, oven in the courts at Westminster, in the 
very fountains of justice, private fees constituted one p^ 
of the salaiies — a fair and official part, so long as Pa^S^ 
ment had not made such fees illegal by commuting theill for 
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known nud fixed erjuivalents. mf-re i^nn>i*anoe f»f 

India, 1 dutifully insiHted ai;ainHt Mamina,” that couhl 
confound theae I’egular oriental “ niwzcra ” w'ith the clnn- 
deptinc wages of corru])tion. The pot^-rin of French tradi- 
tion, the pair of gloves (though at one time very costly 
gloves) to an English judge of assi/c on certain occasions, 
never was oflTcrcd nor rowivcd in tlic liglit of a hril»o. -Ami 
'(until rcgiiliirly abolished by the legislature) T insisted — lint 
\ aiiily insisted — that these and Biiuilar Jumomna ought to be 
iicwptod, because else yon uere- lowering the prescriptive 
rights and value of the olfiee, wbicli you - a mere Inrn7ii 
tenernt for souie coming Hnccch*«or — had no right t«) do upon 
a solitary scruple or crotchet arising probably from dynpeps^. 
lielter men, no doubt, lhai) overstooil in ytwr stockings, bii-l 
pocketed thankfully the gifts of aiiL'ient, time -honoured 
custom. My uncle, liowevi»r, though not with the cani.il 
recusancy which besieged Uie s]n ritii.il ellorls of jxior Dutli- 
bert Headrigg, that incorrigible worldling, yet still with 
intermitting doubts, follow’i'd my motberi.s laniest entreatie'^, 
and tJie more meriloriou’il} (I conceive) a^ be yielded, m a 
point deejdy iiiTecting bis inteivst, to a rtysteni of arguiiu uU 
very imtierfectly cmivincing to his iindeisUnding. lie hchl 
the eflice in queation for as much (1 believe) as eighteen oi 
* nineteen years ; and by hiiow'ing old bilious Indians, who 
laughed imnuMlerately at my uncle and my mother, us the 
]iroper growth of a prmry or some such imniast.io cstablish- 
meiit, I have been assured that nolbnig short of i;2<)0,000 
ought, UTulcr the long tenuiv of oliice, to have lieen I'umitled 
to England. Hut then, said one of these gentlemen, if your 
uncle lived (as [ have bearcl that be did) in daleutta and 
Meesut at the rate ot il4(K)0 a year, that w'ouhl accriunt for 
a consulerable share of a mine which else would seem to 
have been worked in vain. Uncpiestioimbly my nucleus 
system of liring was iindfir no cir('umbtanc**s a self-denying 
one. To enjoy, and to make others enjoy — that was his law 
of action. Indeed, a more liberal creature, or one of more 
princely munificence, never lived. 

It might seem useless to call back any fragment of con- 
veisaiions rdaiing to India wdiich passed more than fifty 
years ago, were it not for two reasouH ; one of wdiich is tins, 
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llial tlie errors fiialural fit that limiv whjch I veheiueiitly 
opposed, nut from any greater hnowledgo that I hd'd, but 
from closer reflection, are even now the ]»rc‘vailing errors of 
the Eiigliph j>eo|ile My mother, for instance, uiiifomily 
spoke of the English ns the siihverUTS i»f nncient thT»niefi. 
], on tlie coiitrai'v, iiisisU^d that nothing political wa.s ancient 
III India. Our own original o]»p(rticiihs, tlie llajahs of Oude 
and Bengal, had been all upstarls: in the Mys{*re, again, 
our more recent opjionentaj Hydur and hia wni Tijipoo, were 
new men altogether, who.se graiidfnthera were quite unknown, 
WJiv waa it Hint my mother, iikliy is it lliat the English 
piibhc at this day rounecl so false .ui image, that ol high 
cloirly antiquitA, with the tlinmes of India? It is siuqdy 
from au old hahil of as««ocinting the spirit of change and 
rapid revolution with the aehvities f)f Enro])e, so that, by 
a juiIuimI reaction of tliouglit, the Onent is figured lus the 
li(»me of motionless inonotonv. In things religious, in 
habits, 111 costume, it ts so. T»iit so far otherwise in things 
})olitic.*il, that no iiibUnce can bo alK‘ged of any dynahty or 
system of government that ha's imdurod beyond a centqry or 
two in the Ea^L Taking Indi.i in particular, tlie Mogul 
flynasty, eslabbshed by Baher, the great-graudsnii of Timour, 
did not Kiib-ist ill auv vigour for two centuries; and jet 
this was by hir the most diirdble of all I'stahlished ])rincely 
lioiises. AnotluT argniiiont agani'^t England, urged by iiiy 
mother (Imt equally urged liy the Englisli people at this 
dav), was, that .•-he liad in no eniinent sense been a bene- 
f.ictriSM to India ; or, expressing it in w'ords of later date, 
thill the only memorials of our rule, snppo.siiig us suddenly 
ejected fi'oiii India, w’oiild lie vast heaps of ehamjagne 
bpt|tles. I, on the other hand, allegcK{*thaf oiir l.iiu-iit- bki* 
idl truly grts'it and laftting benefits (religious benerits, for 
iiisUiiice), must not be sought in external memorials of stone 
and masonry. Fligbcr by far than tlie Mi>gul gifts of lime- 
stones, or travelling stations, or even roads and tanks, were 
the gilts of security, of peace, of law and settled order 
Thcbc blessings were travelling as fast as our rule advanced, 
r could not iken appt^al to the cases of Hiuggee extirpated, 
of the riiidaree s (full W,000 blooily murderers) for ever 
extenniuatedTor of the Mahrattas bridled for ever — a robber 
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nation that iircviously hail ile^cciitled at intorvals ivith a 
force of PoniPtimoF) 1 50,000 tmopera ni»ou tlu* afttiacil pro- 
vince of Benp;al, and Oudo ite nuiglihour ; hccaii'ie thcFC were 
eveiitu as yet unborn. Ihit they were the natural eKteii- 
sions of that beneficent f-ysteiu on which 1 united niy 
iirj^uincnt 

, The tw'o terroni of liulLi at that paitu-ul.ir lime we^’e 
Holkar and Scindiali (i»r<»nouuce4 Sindii), who were soon cut 
bhort in their career by the bobtHilien wbnli they provohid 
with us, but wmld else liave j>ro\ed, in comb] nation, a 
deadlier aoour "0 to India than either llider or bis ferocuniH 
Ban. !My motlier, in iaet, a fjreal readiT of tin* ]>oet (''ow’iier, 
drew from him her notiona ol A\ h T’ ^ jjolicy and its 
effects. rJow'iier, in bis “T.i'-k,” p i’ , . 'ion — 

" Is Taib .1 Iri'C f uiul cUus she w't'tii Iht | luiiiul 
And jeiM'llM tur'u.in with a siiiili* f*f nuan*, 

Ol do iM* lici still *’* ’ ' 

Pretty nuicli the same authoiity it wlmb the ]>ll^I^b 
public of tins day lias lor its cra/.e upini the subjeLt of 
English oppression amongst the IJiudoos.* 

My uiitle, indSnitimt*, who from Ins luduin e\porienie 
^ should reasonably ba\e known so imicb better, w’asdiyMiied, 
from the mere jias'ilve leibits of bearing and r(*ailin|^"iin- 
re^i^tingly so many as-iaultb t»r Ibis lone aLsunst our Indi.in 
]»«dicy, to go along with my motlu r, lint be a\ as tin » just, 
wdien forced into lelleetioii njii'ii Ibe sui^ject, not to bend at 
time" to my way ot slating Die cjise fr>r England. 

Siiddenl}', liow'over, our Indian diseufesioiis w’en* bruugbt 
to a close by the followMiig iiiciileut ; — M> uncle laid bi ought 
wilh^nm to England some Arabian ]ior«es, ami among..t 
them a beautiful young Persian mare, called Sumrno, the 
gentlest of her race. Suniroo it was that he liJJf^eiRd to 
be riding, upon a frosty day. Unused to ice, she came 
down with him, and broke his right leg. This acudfiit 
laid him up for a mouth, during which my mol her ami I 
read to him by turns. One book, which one day f‘dl to m> 
phare by accident^ was De Foe*» ** Memoirs 
This book attempts to ^ve a puTture of the i^arnamf*^^ / 
War^ but in some places an unfair, and everywhere a | 
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muRt siiporficuil account. Raid rti : ami my uncle, who luiil 
an old craze in liclialf of the book, oppoued me' with 
a^iwrity ; and in the couiftc of what he said, under some 
miiveincnt of ill UunpiT, he anked mo, in a way wliich I felt 
to be how T could consent to waste my time as 1 

d.d A\itli(int any’ answering warmth, I exjdaiued that ni} 
gu.irdians, having cpianvlled with me, ivnuld not grant for 
my Unc anything beyond iny school ^jllow'aiire of £100 per 
auniim. But Wiis it not |OSHible that even this sura might 
hy economy he made to meet the necessities of the case ? A 
rei>]ii*d that, from what I had lieanl, very prohahly it 
AMIS. Would I undertake t in O xlbril life upon such terms 
Most gladly, 1 siiul. Upon that o]>ening, he spoke fo my 
mother; and the result was that, mi thin seven days I'nmi 
the above con verbal ion, I found myself entering that tiiue- 
hoin'ure*! University, 
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